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INTRODUCTION. 

Thb utility and importance of an accurate Gavel- 
teer of Illinois to every class of citizens within the 
state^ and to all other persons who desire full and par- 
ticular information, are too obvious to need proof. 

The first edition of this work was undertaken by 
the author more than four years since, at the sugges- 
tion and request of many of his fellow citizens, seme 
oC whom filled distinguished posts of honor in the 
state and nation. Four thousand two hundred copies 
of it were published by R. (xoudy of JacksonviUe, 
Dlinois, a due proportion of which were sent to other 
states, and have been extensively circulated. 

In complying with the call for a new edition, it 
became necessary to make an entire revision of the 
work and add much new matter — so rapid had been 
the changes and the progress of this state in three 
years. Tan new counties have been organised— 
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VI INTRODUCTION. 

Boone, Cass, Kane, Livingston, McHenry, Ogle, 
Stephenson, Whiteside, Will, and Winnebago— and 
a large addition to the descriptive list of names in 
part third. 

No state in the ** Great West" has attracted so 
much attention, and elicited so many enquiries from 
those who desire to avail themselves of the advantages 
of a settlement in a new and rising country, as that of 
Illinois; and none is filling up so rapidly with an emi- 
grating population from all parts of the United States, 
and several kingdoms of Europe. Consequently, the 
call fpr correct information of all portions of the state 
has become pressing. 

In preparing this work with special reference to 
to tliis call, the author has kept one point constantly 
in view. Accuracy of description, or- a registry of 
facts and things as they actually exist in every part of 
the state, has been a paramount object. How far he 
has succeeded will be submitted to the judgment of 
his fellow citizens in each county. That no imper- 
fections or inaccuracies exist in the work, the author 
is not vain enough to imagine; but that as a whole, 
or as to its parts, it is sufficiently accurate for all use- 
Digitized by Google 



INTRODUCTION. VU 

ful purposes, ^ill appear on reference to Uie labor 
bestowed to obtain correct information of every spot 
he attempts to describe. 

To the facts and observations of many years' resi- 
dence in the state, and traveling in all the older settle- 
ments, of which record was made for his own nse, 
and that of his immediate friends, may be added the 
following facilities for gaining correct topographical 
and historical information. 

In the winter of 1832, '33, the author spent several 
weeks at Vandalia, during the session of the legisla- 
ture, where the principal part of the work was writ- 
ten. Access was had through the polite attention of 
the governor, secretary of state, auditor, and other 
public officers, to all the public documents, state re- 
cords, and journals. Both houses of the legislature, 
with equal liberality, granted a copy of the laws and 
journals of that body, and likewise, (if duplicates ex- 
isted,) copies of all preceding laws, journals, and 
printed documents, of tlie territorial and state govern- 
ments. These were carefully examined, and from 
them much valuable information obtained. 
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via INTRODUCTION. 

Personal intercourse was also had with the members 
of the legislature and other gentlemen, from each 
county, and Arom that source many of the facts in the 
general description of the. counties in Part Second, and 
the particulars of each place in Part Third, were ob- 
tained.* The course pf the author was, to spend two 
or three hours each evening with gentlemen from a 
county, who were well acquainted with every part, 
and write a brief sketch of the same. 

These were drawn off in proper order the next day, 
and, in many instances, submitted to the same persons 
for inspection and revision. All the items for one coun- 
ty were thus finished before entering upon a survey 
of another. 

By this method, no creek, prairie, or settlement, 
known by name amongst the people, would escape 
notice, and accuracy of description would be attained. 

These accounts were then collated with the state- 
ments received from other sources, and from the au- 
thor's own notes of observation. 

The same paode, including a more extensive cor- 
respondence with postmasters, and other gentlemen 
of intelligence in every county, has been pursued, to- 
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INTRODUCTION. IX 

gether with a large stock of information gained while 
compiling with another gentleman, a << New Section,' 
al Map of JllinoiSf*^ piihlished in New-York by J. 
H. Colton. 

No small pains have been taken to obtain the latest 
information, especially from the recently organised 
counties in the north, where new settlements are made 
every month, and villages spring up as the growth of 
a summer. Still, some settlements, planted within 
the present year, may not have come to the author's 
knowledge. 

It would be rather invidious to name individuals 
from whom the author has received aid in this work, 
and to whom he is desirous of returning his humble 
and grateful acknowledgements. To the officers of 
state, the members of the legislature, postmasters, and 
other citizens, his thanks are due. Much of the real 
value of the work is from information they imparted, 
or from documents and records over which they had 
legal control. 

The Appendix of the former volume containing a 
brief Gazetteer of the Wisconsin Territory has been 
left out of this work. That territory, having an orga- 
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X INTReDUCtlOK. 

liised goTidrnm^nt, and a gt^a( iticrea/se of its popular 
lion, eouniies, fi^ttlemeiits, ete. should have a Gazet- 
teer ot its own. For this purpose the author is aiming 
to collect materials. 

It has caused the author no small trouhle to decide 
upon the orthography of proper names. Many of 
those found in this work have never heen puhlbhed to 
any extent, so as to hecome settled in orthography. 
In offering new names to the public it is desirable the 
spelling should conform to the pronunciation. While 
the author does not feel authorised to make innova- 
tions upon established usages, he is willing to contri- 
bute his humble mite to improve the orthography of 
the language, where custom has not fixed it. 

Many aboriginal names in the west were first writ- 
ten in French, and after by persons of very inferior 
literary attainments. Some of these have already un- 
dergone changes. Thus we have Wabash for Ou- 
bache, — ^Washitan for Ouchitta: and for similar rea- 
sons we ought to write Wisconsin for Ouisconsin,^- 
Mackinau for Michilimacinac, — Merodosia for Ma- 
rais d'Ogee, etc. 

Such aboriginal names as have notbeen printed, the 
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INTRODUCTION. XI 

author has spelled according to the pronunciation, and 
for the correctness of this he has relied upon informa- 
tion of persons accustomed to hear the sounds ex- 
pressed hy natives. 

After all, several discrepancies will be discovered 
in different parts of the work. 

In such names as have the French or broad sound of 
a, he has preferred the termination of au to aw. The 
exceptions are in Wabash and a few others, where the 
a is sanctioned by custom, and the sound generally 
understood. 

JLack Spring, (lUinois,) May, 1837. 
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PART FIRST. 

QENfiRAL ?IEW OP THE STATE OP ILLINOIS. 



SHoa^on, Boundaries and Extent — -Pace df die Country, and 
Quftfities ol' Soil. — ^Kivers and Lakes. — Mineral, Animal, and 
Yegetable Preda»tio98. — ^A^u»ifaeture8.-^Nateu<al CuriosUiet, 
and Antiquities.^ — Climateaad Health.r— CivU I)tvi8ioiiB.-H5*v- 
ewwnent-^U i ^ietkw.-^-^'Bdigtwa DeaettMMliODar*--^Mc 
IsmdWi PJani of Interdi^ la^^nyveMea&HHifCOry.- 
laucous Remarks. 



vrriTATMii, mofni9MmmBf amo irrEirr. 

Tkc %Bt» oC Illhioit^ to Mtnsled betw^Mw 3T and' 49 
^•gmtm^ 30* iMiitttes, nontt ktilttd#r and between 19 de* 
prrees, 25 minutes, and 14 degrees, 90 minuter, weftt 
HMifitiide freM Wasb^igtoii e^. It ii^ becmded e« the 
north by Wisconsin territory, north ea«t by Lake W* 
diiffM) e«it by Indiana, south east and south by Kentuc|cy, 
aM west by Ihe state ef MissouBi, atotf Territery of 
Wisconsin* 

Its extreiM length ie )$0 mUes, ^ti4 Its eK^eme width, 
290 miles; — ^its average width, 15^ miles. The area of 
the whele state, inelu^ing the portieii of tele Michigan 
within itd boundaries. Is ^,900 sc|ttare miles. 

m$ result has been obtained aft^ a careAil estimate 
of the surveyed portions in the land districts, and ealeu- 
latiog the remainder by its medium length and breadth. 
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8 A GAZETTEER 

The exact length of iu northern portion is now ascer- 
tained from tbe continaation of the fourth principal 
meridian, from the yielnity of Rock river to the north- 
ern boondarj. The exact le^ffth of the northern bound- 
ary from the Mississippi at the northwestern corner of 
the state, to lake ftfiehigaii, is H4 1-3^ mikes. Th% eastern 
boundary leaves the Wabash river at a point about 60 
miles north of Vincennes, and continnes due north to 
the northern boundary of Indiana. The n<Nrthern l^oandary 
line extends into the middle of lake Michigan. 

The act of Congrress anthorising the people of Illinois 
to form a state government, and tM convention in framing 
the constitution, described the following as the boupdaries 
of the state. 

**^ Beginning at the mouth of tho Wabash rfver, thence 
up the same, and with the line d Indiana, to the north 
western eomer of said state; thenet tmi with the line {jf 
ikm same gUiUf U tJumOdk&fUdmMSMganf thence nofth 
along the middle of said lake, to north latitude 43.degree8 
and 30 minutes; thence west to the middle of the Mis- 
sissippi river; and thence down alon^ the middle of that 
river to its confluence with the Ohio river; and thence 
up the latter river along its wnrthwesiera ^ore to the 
beginning.** 

Within these described booodmries, sllowtiig for tho 
carve? of the rivers^ are not less than ^,300 square miles 
or 37,953,000 ^eres. 

The water area of the stl^ is eompated at 3,750 sqaan 
miles as follows: . 

LakeMlch^^ ^,750 

One half of the Mississippi, for 700 miles, in- 
eluding its meanderiiigs, al the ordinary 

«tage of water « 350 

Half of the Wabash river 50 

Estimates for small lakes* ponds, and rivers 
within the state . ^ , . ^00 

3J50 
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Wttk ihi* dedtiet &,69e mmare rotleft for kreeMnm^te 
Irtstes, and there it left, tti Illinois, 50,000 eciaare miles 
or 39 millions of aeres of arable land. In this estiMiate, 
imtfidated lands, submerged t>y high waters, bat Wbieb 
may be reelaim^at a mcraerate expense are inelnded. 



FACK or 'niB oouimtr, akd qvalitibs or soil. 

Th* general surface i« le^el; or moderately undit* 
lating, the northern and eoathem portions vre bf^en, 
add somewhat hilly, bat no portion of the state is tra- 
versed with ranges of hills or moontains. At the T«rge 
of the alluvial soil on the margins of rnrers, there are 
)nnges of ^ blufs" interseeted with rarines. The blnfib 
are nsnally from fifty to one hundred and fifty feet high, 
where an oxteiided surfaoe of table land commenees, 
ooTored with pmiries mad forest of Tartous shapes and 
•tzes. 

When examined minutely, ^ere are several varieties 
in the surfaee of this state which will be briefly speeified 
and described. 

1. Awndaied Landt. I apply this term to all those 
portions, whi<:h, for some part of the year, are under 
water. Tliese inchide portions of the river bottoms, and 
portions of the interior of large prairies, with the lakes 
and ponds which, for half the year or more, are without 
water. The term •* bottom^ is used throughout the west 
to denote the alluvial soil on the roarffin of rivers, usually 
called " rotervals," in New England. Portions of this 
description of land are flowed for a longer or shorter 
period, when the rivers are full. Probably one tenth of 
the bottom lands are of this description; for though the 
water may not stand for any length of time, it prevents 
settlement and enltivation, though it does not interrupt the 
-growth of timber and vegetation. These tracts are on 
the bottoms of the Wabash, Ohio, Mississippi, Illinois, 
and all the interior rivers. 

When the rivers rise aboTe their ordinary height, tho 
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4 A9Asaf!Tvm» 

vniem of tbB umUlBr 84r«MM wtd^fa ^yre baelied «p bj 
Ihe I roBbctt ol* the formerf break over iheir bafiks* an4 
0over ^1 the low grounds. Here they stand for a few 
^eySf^or for many weeks, espeoiaUy towards the bluffs; 
for it is a strikiog &ct in the geology, of ^e western 
coantry, that all the river bottoms are higher on the 
margins of the streams than at some distance back. 
Whenever Increase of popolatloa shall efeate n demand 
ibr this species of soil, the most of it can be reclaimed 
at e|9m|Mrative]y small ejcpense* Its fbrtUtty will be 
MMxhanstiyo, and if tb« waters from the rivers could be 
fihat oat bj dykes or levees, the soil would be perfectly 
4ry. Most of the sioudl lakes on the American bottom 
disappear in the sammer, and leave a deposit of vegetable 
inatter imdergoiiig deoompositioa* or a luxariaat coat ef 
weeds and grass. 

As our prairies mostly )ie between &e etreams that draia 
the CDuotrv, the interior of the large onea is aaoally level* 
Here are formed small ponds and lakes after the winter 
aad spring raios, which remi^n to be drawn off hy evapo- 
ratioo, or absorbed by the soil. Hence the middle of oar 
large, level prairies are wet, and for several weeks por- 
tions df them aie covered with water. To remedy this 
incoaveniei^oe con^pletelyv and render all this portion of 
eoil dry and productive, only requires a ditch 4a drain of 
two or three feet deep to be cut into the nearest ravine. 
In many instances a single furrow with the plough, would 
4rain many acres. At present this species of inundated 
land offers no inconvenience to the people, except in the 
production of miasm, and even that, perbape, beceniea too 
4nuch dilated with the atmosphere to produce mischief 
before it reaches the settlements on the borders of the 
frairie. Hence the inference is correot that our inunda- 
ted lands present fewer obstacles to the settlement and 
.|pK>wth of the couutiy, and can be reokdmed at much 
Jess expense, than the swamps and salt marshes of tka 
Atlantk states. 
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BfTBE B0TT(»f8, OR ALLOnOK. 

Thc Surface ef oor alltttial bottooiSv is not en^reljr 
level. In Bome pl«eet it resembles themate weres oif 
the oeesB, and looks as though the waters h^ left their 
deposit tR ridgeSf aad retired. 

I'fae portion of bottom land capable of present cnltiya- 
tion, and oa which the waters never stand, if, at an ex« 
treme freshet, it is eovered, is a^ soil of exhaustless for- 
tuity; « soil that^or ases past bas been gradaall j deposit* 
ed by the anneal fioods. Its average depth on the Amert« 
eao bottom is from twenty to twenty-five feet. Logs of 
wood, and other indications, are found: at that depth. The 
•oil dug from weUs on these bottoms, produces luxuriant* 
ly the first year. 

The most extensive and fertile tract, of this descrip* 
ttea of soil, in this state, is the jimeriean Bottom^ a name 
it reoeived when it censtit«ted the western boundary of 
the United States, and which it has retained ever since* 
It eooHnences at the month of the Kaskaskia river, &w^ 
miles below the- town of Kaskaskia, and extends north- 
wardly along the Mismssippi to the btnSs at Alton, a die- 
tanee of ninety miles. Its average width is five miles, and 
eootaitts about 460 square miles, or 388,000 acres. Op* 
pcrstte Su Louis, in St. Clair county, the bluffs are seven 
miles from the river, and filled with inexhaostibie beds^ 
coal. The soil of thb bottom is an argillaceons or a sili- 
cioas loam, accordingly as day or sand happens to pre* 
domiaate ia its formation. 

On the margin of the river, and of some of its lakes, i« 
a atrip of heavy timber, with a thick under^owth, which 
•Xtenda from half a mile to two miles in width, but from 
Ihenee to the bluffs, it is principally prairie. It is intee^ 
apersed with sloughs, lakes, and ponds, the most of whieh 
become^dry ia the fall season. 

The soil of the American bottom iaiaexhaostibly rieh* 
About the French towns it has been cultivated, and pro- 
duced corn in succession for more than a century, without 
!• 
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exbansting Ha ferdltsing powers. The only objeetion that 
can be ottered to tfata tract is ita nabeiiihy character. 
This, however, has diminished considerably within eight 
ar tea yeaea. The g»o]ogi<»l featafe niitieed ia tbe kst 
artiele-^-4hat a}l om bottoms are higher on. the roargia ef 
the stjnam than towards the blui£, explains the eaoee 
wh^ so ranch standing water is a» the bottom landf 
wlueh, dnriBf the eamnwr stagnalea aad thr^sws off nox- 
ious* effluvia. These lakes are usually foH of yegetabla 
matter uadergoinff decomposition, aad which prodncea 
large quantities of miasm. Some of the lakes are 4slear 
and of a sandy bottom, but the most are of a different cha* 
tacter. The Freach seltled near a lake or a rivers «pp»" 
lently in the most unhealthy places, and yet their consti*' 
tatioBS are little uffaded, and they asaally enjoy good 
health, though dwarfish and shrivelled in their form and 
leaturea. 

*« The Tillages of Kaakaskia, Prairie da Rocher, and 
Cahokia, were built op by their industry iu pli^es where 
Americaoa would have p^ished. Cultivation has, ne 
deul^ iiendere4 this traet mora aolubrious than former* 
)y; and an increase of it, togetiiier with the construe* 
tioa of drains and cani^ will make it oae of the most 
dtgible in the statea. The old inhabitanta advise tbe emi- 
grants not to plant com in the immediate vicinity of their 
dwidlings, as its rich aad massy fol»ge prevents the sm 
from dispelling the deleterious vapours.*'* 

Tbeae hkes and ponds coold be drained at a small «x* 
MRse, and the soil would be susceptible of enltivattoa. 
The early settlements of the Amerusana were either on 
this bettoas, or tlie eoBtisroous bluffs. 

Beside the American bottom, there are others that r^ 
•embk tt4n its general character, bat not in extent la 
Union county there is an extensive bottom on the bofrders 
•I the Mississippi. Above the mouth of the Illinois, and 
along the bordera of the countiea of Calhoan, Pike, and 
iyiaBMHthana it a atriea of bottomsy withmach good and 
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rft^ite^ hn^i lraitb« iavn4«(fd gromids wrauiid, protent 
oh^M$ttoii» to a deMo p(^lttiofi at prMant. 

The bottomaofillinoia, where not iavBdated, aTee«[iial 
in fertility, and the soil is less adhestve thiln most part* 
of the American bottom. This is likewise the charaeter 
of the hotioms in Ihe northern parts of the state. 

The hfrttosas of the Kaekaskia are generaHy eofere^ 
with a heavy growth of timber, and in many pieces irnin* 
dated when the river is at its higttest floods. 

T4ie extensiTe prairies adjoining will create a demand 
forfali tliis timber* The bottom lends eo the Wabash 
aro of Yarions qaalities. Near the moe^, i^ch of it is 
mandated. Higher up it overawe in high freshets. 

These bottoois, especially the American, are the best 
legtens in the United ftkates for raising stock, particnlar- 
ly horses, cattle, and swine. Seventy-five bushels of com 
to Uie acre is an ordinary crop. The roots and worms of 
the soil, the aeorne and other froits from the trees, and the 
Ml of the lakes, aeeelerate the growth of swine. Horace 
and cattle find ezhanstless supplies of grass in the prai^ 
rtee9 and pea vines, bnffalo grass, wtki oats, and other 
herbage in the timber, for summer range; and often 
throaghottt most of the^ winter, in all the raah bottoms, 
they nLUezt during the severe weather en rashes. The 
boittoa* soil is not se well adapted to the prodactton of 
•mall gialn, aa of maiee or Indian com, on acconnt of its 
Tank growth, and being more subject to blast or &H down 
before iiarvest^ than on the uplands. 

3. Frmiriea, A large part, prob^ly twe^hirds of the 
aarfiiee of the state, is covered with praii4es. A com* 
nofl error has prevailed abrosd that our prairie land is 
wet. Much of it is andalating and entirely dry. Prairie 
is a French word, signifying meadow^ and is applied to. 
any deaoription of surface, that is destitute of timber 
and brushwood, and clothed with grass* Wet, dry, level, 
and undulating, are terms of description merely, and ap- 
l^ly to prairies in the same sense as they do to forest 
lajids. 

Imel prakte is io«eti«iat wet, the water Bot TUBSinf 
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off fraely ia leA to he ahsofflierd bj Um soil, or ov flpupM e d 
by the sun. Ofmwfish throw up their hillocks in thi» 
soil, aiKl the farmer who cttitif atea it, will fi&d his labors 
iniAeded by the water.. 

la the southern patt, that is, south, of the aatioBal road 
leading from Terre Haute to the Mississippi, the prainee> 
are comparatively small, Taryiog in siae from those of 
several miles in width, to those which oontain only a few 
acres. As we go northward, they widen and extend oft 
the more eleyated ground between the water courses to a 
vast distance, and are frequently from six to twelve miles 
in width. Their borders are by no means uniform. Long. 

Soints of timber project into the prairies, and line tlia 
anks of the streams, and points of prairie project into 
the timber between these streams. In many instances 
are copses-aod groves of timber, from one hundred to two 
thousand acres, in the midst of prairies, like islands ia 
the ocean. This i^ a common feature in ihe country be* 
tween the Sangamon river and lake Michigan, and is the 
northern parts of the state. The lead mine region, both. 
in this state and the Wiscouun teriitory, abounds with 
these groves. 

Tlie origin of these prairies has oaosed much epeenhn 
tion. We might as well dispute about the origin of 
forests, upon the assumption tliat tlie^ natural eovering 
of the earth was grass. Probably one half of the earlh'a 
surface, ia a state of nature, was prairies or barrens. 
Much of it« like our western prairies, was covered with 
a luxuriant coat of grass and herbage. The sitppes of 
Tartary, the pampas of South America, the sqwmntm of 
the southern, and the prairiet of the western states, design 
nate similar tracts of country. Mesopotamia, Syria, ami 
Jadea had their ancient prairies, on which ihe patriarchs 
M their flocks. Missionaries in Burmab, and traveller 
ia the interior of Africa, mention the same description ol 
country^ Where the tough sward of the prairie is once 
focmed, timber will not uke root. Destroy this by the 
plough, or by any other method, and it is soon converted 
mto lorest land. Tksre Me Luge traele of cottotry ia the 
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•U#r t« i tk>« OT rt>» wImm, Mrtjr or fert j jMrt sinee, Um 
lamers mowvd thek bay,tbftt are bow e#vered with » 
foreti of young timber of rapid growth. 

The firo aDBoaily sweeps oTer the prairies, destroying 
the grass and herbage, .bMckeoing the swfece, and ieav* 
Mg a deposit of aehes to enrieh IM soil. 
. 4. Barrens. This term, in the w«stefB dialeet, does 
not indicate j^oor kmdi hai a speeies of smrfaee of a mixed 
^araeter, afiiting forest aad prairie* These are eadled 
*^ openings*' in Michigan. 

The timber is generatly scatteriag, of a roagh and stoat* 
ed appearance, interspersed with pstehea of hazle and 
hrushwood^and where the contest between the fire and 
timi>er is kept up, each striving for tiie mastery. 

In the early settlements of Ken tacky, mwk 6( the 
sonntry below and south of Crreea river presented a 
dwarfish and staaied growth of timber, scattered over the 
surface, or colleoted in clomps, with hazle and shrabbery 
iatermixed. This appearance led the first explorers t» 
the inference that the soil itself mast necessarily be poor, 
io produce so scaaty a growth of timber, and they gare 
the name of bttrren^ to the wiiole tract of eooatry. Long 
since it ban been ascertained that this description of land 
is axnoogst the most productive soil in the state. The 
term barrm has sinee received a very extensive applten^ 
lion throughout the west. Like all other traets of eoontry, 
the banens present a coi^siderahle diversity of soil, in 
{fsoeral, hewever^ th^ surface is more anav«n or rolling 
Sian the prairies, and sooner degenerates into ravines and 
aifikrholee. W hereiwr. timber barel v sufficient for present 
jMirpeses can be found, a person need not hesitate Io settle 
in the barrens. These tracts are almost invariably healthy; 
thiey possess a greater abundance of pare springs of water, 
sum! the soil is better adapted for all kinds of produee, and 
nlf descriptions of seasons, wet and d^, than tto deeper 
and richer mould of the bottoms and prairies. 

When the fires are stopped, these barrens produce 
timber, at a rate of which no northern emigrant enn have 
•ny jnat eoneepOon. Dwarfish shrai^ and swaU trees ol 
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•ak aad hkkory are tealland over i)i« Mriide, whera 
for yetan thay liave cootoaded wilh tbe^ fires for a fyre- 
earioQS existence, wkiU a ntasa of roots, saffieieiH for 
tke support of tar^p trees, kavs acootnalate<d in the earth. 
Ssoa as tbey are protected from tha mirages of ths aaoaal 
fires, the more thrifty sprouts shoot forth, and in tea years 
are larp^ eooug h for corn cribs and stablos. 

As tbs fires on the prairies beeoms stopped by the setw 
tooiidinff settlements, aad the wild grass is eatea oat 
and trodden down by the stock, they begin to -assoBBe 
the ehaiaeter of barreos; first hai^a and otlwr fl^mtba, and 
finally a thicket of young timber, covers the snrfaee. 

5. Jbrui^ or timbered kmd. In general, Illinois is 
abundantly supplied with timber, and were it equally 
distributed through the state there wouM be no part 
wanting. The apparent scarcity of timber where the 
prairie predominates, is not so great an obstacle to the 
satUement as has bean supposed. For many of the pur- 
poses to which timber is applied, substitutes are firand. 
Vh% raoidity with which the young growth pushes itadf 
forwara, without a single effort en the part of man te 
•ceelerate it, and the readiness with which the prairie 
becomes eonverted into thickets, and then into a forest 
of young timber, shows that, in another generation, tim*> 
ber will not be wanting in any part of Illinois. 

The kinds of timber most abundant are oaks of varbus 
apeeies, black and white walnut, ash of several kinds^ 
elm, sugar maple, honey^ locust, faackberry, linden, hio* 
kory, eottoB wood, pecaun, mulberry, buckeye, syca* 
mare, wild cherry, box elder, sassafras, and pershnman. 
loHhe southern and eastern parts of the state are yellow 
poplaf, and beech; near the Ohio are cypress, and ia 
several counties are clumps of yellow piae and cedar. 
The undergrowth are redbud, papaw, sumaeht plum, crab 
apple, frape vines, dogwood, spioe bush, green brieiv 
haale, £c. 

The alluvial soil ^ the rivers produces eotton wood and 
sycamore timber of amaaing sise* 

For Qfdinary purposes wm is now tinabar eoaag h Ul 
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■tot pavto of tin Ma^to tij Mtblaf «bo*t tb« arlHIeiia 
profiiictioii 9t^ tim^er^ whic^ may be eiSeeted with 1iut# 
tfmiblft and aspMse. Tbe lilaek locaiat, a na^re of X>iito 
aad Kentucky, may be raised from the teed, with le^ 
laboor than a nursery of apple trees. It is of rapid 
mrowth, and as a ralaable and lasting timber, claims the 
attention of our fanseis* It forms one of the cleanliest 
and most beautiful shades, and when in blossom, gi?es 
a rich prospect^ and sends abrvad a d^ieious fragrance. 

6. Xmbt, Bluff§^ JRavkimt andSmMkdm^ Under these 
heads are inekided tfacis of ttnereffi ooontry fb«ad kt t** 
rioas puts of the elale. 

£m)b9 aie ridges of flint limestone, intermii^ed and 
covered with earth, and eleyated one or two hundred 'feet 
above the common sorlace. This species of land is of 
Utile vdiie f^ -enlltvalient and ttsnaily -has a sprinkling 
of dwarfish, stunted timber^ Mke tbe barrens. 

The steep hilto and natural mounds that border the al- 
kinons iuve obiaiiied' the name of bhtffs. Some are ift 
leng^ parallel ridges, others are in the HMrm^ of cones and 
pyramids. In some plaoea preeipieee^f limestone rock, 
mm fifty to one or two hondred feet high, form thtte 
bluffs. ^ 

• Mmvimi acs fenned amon^fr the bkufi^ and often near 
the borders of praiim, which lead down* to the streams* 

SmM^lu^m eircalar depressions in the turfaCe tike 
a basin. They are of yarious siaes, fiwm tea to fifty fleet 
deep* and hem ten to one » two hundred yards in cir- 
emaferenee. Frequently they contain an outlet for the 
water reeeited by the rains. Their odslenee shows 
limt the subtratum is secondary Itmestoner aboondtng in 
Mbtenaneena caTities. 

Thece ape boi few tracts of ttmiy gromtd ki the^ states 
that is, where loose stones are scattmd over the sarface^ 
mkI imbedded in-the soil. Towards the northern part of 
th«-state, tracts of stony gronml exist. Quarries of stone 
MUflt in the btaffsf and in the banks of the virewns and^ 
rarinee throoghoui the atate. 

The;aoil k parens, «a^ ta ddUnte, and excoedingly 
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]^feitetm» A itl»n9^Amm im n^i&mi 4» Break «p 4to 
fnmeik^ 6ci ae^o^t ♦f liw firav «w««r *^"^«i^ wbieii 



This ft(«t« M k»tide4«tt tkr«««Med4v 4Im^ MMscif^ 
OlMi*, asd Wabaab f ken. Tint llli«ow^ Ka^kaakia, Siu* 
paannn, aad nmity amaUef atreama ara aaUraly withlti k* 
bouDdariea* Others, as the Kankakee, Roek »«er,afid 
^exmiiii^a af^ha Wak«^ rufi {«art of tl»aic^eo«rae wilh- 
Mklh^atMle. ' . V. > 

ThaMkstaeippI* whickv in ka aieaiidermfet i«*m ckev* 
700 aulae ^^oof its waalen» koidert taliwitaTiaaiB ltaae» 
lake, in latitnda 45 defneaaot^ 

From ^^ to ^le £rila of^t. AnOioi^ya dialaiiae^of 
alKwi fiv* htindfad mMea^ it foa* a.4miQtte coaraa^ ibat 
aotHhaaaf; tbes^euihwae^ and^ fi«aU]P^y aautkeaa^mgaHH 
wkieh la^ it eoniifioea withotrt leauek ^Matten tiit k 
i«aakea^Ui5 liiaBoocL Fiwa thence it»^«oa«6« ia a fen' 
deflvves east of sonth to the mau$h of the Ohio* 
". Tkm af>pearanoeLa»i aharaeler oi the ftK ao ia aipa4< ah«Te 
aad helaw tfae-naoalh of th* Miasevftt aae ao dkrtkictly 
■t^ad aa to iaad to ^le gaaaral opiafait tkit th» Immer 
i» but a hranak el the la«tar« The «varage width of th* 
liEiasiaei|ifit pr^»av«is froin one hidf to Qoe wtie; and 4t» 
aKffa»t ganmllf ia Dram two to inir aaiiea an haar^ ¥at^ 
kif «eeoadtiif ta th* heigrlit and ▼oIc^m of the water* 
ThoiMeA dieaeatttal thia river ■» abo«t an iachea fav 
mile. Its sonrees are estimated by Mr^ Saho a teraf t tm 
ha l,S80fealtaha9e4h*le9«lal|id#wat6Fat tiKfalf of 
Qlasiaai the diat»Ma heia; oompnaBd' at S,#M mi WW. 
Bakaw the moaih of the Mtaaoori, the Water of tho Mkh 
eiaatppi haathatorbid apfpearaaea of the -Mtvaotfrli m^ 
^>aa J ewia cl y ehetiactad with#wy» mj mm^^cM^ Thaav 
obatruetions to the nariffation hMFehaea faiiMly tema^ 
ti h]^tii#^aAterpaaiHr Ciaptaia m$mmmikAm mt^hcm, 
in the employment of the general goremment, and the 
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trees that f&rm these obetnietiods have been eot away 
from its banks. 

The principal tributaries of the Mississippi, within the 
state of Illinois, are Rock, Illinois, Kasl»skia and Muddy 
rivers. The aboriginal name is said to signify ** Fatket 
cf Wmten^'' or " Great Waten.^ 
• The Ohio river, which washes the southern boondary 
oi Illinois, is formed by the juncliou of the Allegheny and 
Monongahela rivers at Pittsburgh, and after runatng a 
southwestern course 1,100 miles, anites with th* Mis* 
sissippi at the extreme sooth end of the state. At the 
confluence of these rivers, as is the case with most other 
rivers in the west, there is an extensive and recently 
formed alluvion. Below the mouth of the Wabash, no 
large streams enter the Ohio from Illinois. Sdine, Big 
BaVf and Cash are the largest. 

The Wabash river rises in the northeastern part of In- 
diana, and running first a southwestern, and then a south 
course, it enters the Ohio about 200 miles above its mouth 
It is a beautiful stream, and at high water is navigated 
by st^uaa boats as far as- Logansport in Indiana. Its head 
waters approach within a short distance of the waters of 
the Maumee of Lake Erie, with whtdi a canal navigation 
is now being constructed under the aathority of the state 
of Indiana. 

About twenty miles below Yincennes, and near the 
junction of White river, are considerable rapidb, which 
obstruct the navigation in low water. Funds ia part 
have been provided and measures are in train by the 
two states to improve the navigation at this plaoe. The 
eharaoter of the lands and soil bordering on t]^ Wabash 
does not differ materially from that on the Ohio and 
Mississippi; only there is more sandy soil, and its hot* 
toms are more subject to inundation. In this region^ 
and especially in Lawrence and Crawford ooantiest Uieiie 
are someewamps, called by travellers jpur^tilortcf. 

The principal tributaries of the Wab^h within the 
state or Illinois, are the VermllUoD, EmbarrasSy and 
Little Wabash rivers. 
S 
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The Illinoie, Kaskaskia, Rock, and othef riyers within 
the state will be described under their respective names 
in the third part of this work. Lake Michigan is the only 
lake deserving special notice. There are several other 
lakes in different parts of the state, but they are small and 
unimportant, and rather deserve the name of ponds.- A 
portion of lake Michigan is included within the boandaries 
of the state, and affords a medium of communication with 
the northern states and Canada. It is about 280 miles 
long and its medium width is about 60 miles. About fifty 
five miles of its southwestern border is in Illinois. Its 
waters are cool and clear, and it affords fine navigation for 
schooners and steamboats for about eight months in the 
year. The plan of a canal to connect its commerce with 
the navigahle waters of the Illinois will be found under 
the head of '* Plans of Internal Improvement.^^ 



PRODUCTIONS. 

These are naturally classed into mineral^ animal and 
tegetable. 

Minerals. The northern portion of Illinois is inex- 
haustibly rich in mineral productions, while coal, se- 
condary limestone, and sandstone, are found in every 
part. 

Iron ore has been found in the southern parts of the 
state, and is said to exist in considerable quantities in 
the northern parts. 

Native copper in small quantities has been found on 
Muddy rivf r, in Jackson county, and back of Harrison- 
▼ille, m the bluffs of Monroe coun^. One mass weigh- 
ing seven pounds was found detached at the latter 
place. A shaft was sunk forty feet deep in 1817, in 
search of this metal, but without success. Red oxide 
of iron and oxide of copper were dug out. Crystallized 
gypsom has been found in small quantities in St. Clair 
county. Quarts crystals exist in Gallatin county. 

Silver is supposed to exist in St. Clair county, two 
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int}«8 from Roek SpHftg, frem whence SilTer Greek de* 
lives ita name. In the eariy tiroes, bj the French, a 
shaft was sunk here, and tradition tells of larffe quan- 
tities of the precious metal being obtained. In 1838, 
many persons in this vicinity commenced digging, and 
began to dream of immense fortunes, which however 
Tanished during the foHowing winter. They dng up 
considerable quantities of ^m« biendtf the shining specula 
of which were mistaken for silver. 

In the southern part of the state several sections of 
land have been reserred from sale, on account of the 
silver oi« they are supposed to contain. Marble of a fine 
quality is found in Randolph county* 

Lead is found in vast quantities in the northern part 
of Illinois, and the adjacent territory. Here are the 
richest lead mine^ hitherto discovered on the globe. 
This portion of country lies principally north of Rock 
river south of the Wisconsin river. Dubuque's, and 
other rich mines, are west of the Mississippi. 

Native copper, in large quantities, exists in this re- 

fion, especially at the mouth of Plum creek, and on the 
*eekatonakee, marked on the map, above Rock river, 
which puts into the Mississippi. Peekatonakee is a branch 
ef Rock river. 



▲MOUNT OF LEAD M ANUrXCTURED. 

For many years the Indians, and some of the French 
hunters and traders, had been accustomed to dig lead in 
these regions. They never penetrated much below the 
surface but obtained considerable quantities of the ore, 
which they sold to the traders. 

In 1823, the late Col. James Johnson, of Great Cross- 
ings, Ky. and brother to the Hon. R. M. Johnson, ob- 
tained a lease from the United States government, and 
made arrang^nents to prosecute the business of smelt- 
ing, with considerable force, which he did the following 
season. This attracted the attention of enterprising 
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men ib lUihow, Mittonri, «nd other etetee. Some went 
on in 1826, more followed in 1627, and in 1828 the ooan* 
try was almost literally filled with miners, smelters, 
merchants, speculators, gamblers, and erery descriptica 
of character. Intelligence, enterprise, -end virtue, were 
thrown in the midst of dissipation, gaming, and every 
species of vice. Such was the crowd of adventurers in 
1829, to this hitherto almost unknown and desolate re- 
gion, that the lead business was greatly overdone, and 
Uie market for awhile nearly destroyed. Fortunes were 
made almost upon a turn of the spade, and lost with equal 
facility. The business has revived and is prosecuted to a 

great extent. Exhaustless quantities of mineral exist 
ere, over a tract of county two hundred miles in extent. 
The following toble shows the amount of lead made an* 
B«ally at these diggings, from 1821, to September, 30, 
1833. 



bs.of 


lead made fr 


om 1821, to 8 


ept. 1823, 


835,130 


Do. 


for the year 


ending Sept. 


30, 1824, 


176,220 


Da. 


do. 


do. 


182^ 


664,630 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1826, 


968,842 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1827, 


5,182,180 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1828, 


11,105,810 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1829, 


13,344,160 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1830, 


8,323,998 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1831, 


6,381,900 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1832, 


4,281,876 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1833, 


7,941,792 


Do. 


do. 


'' do. 


1834, 


7,971,679 


Do. 


do. 


do. 


1836, 


3,754,290 



Total, 70,421,297 

The reni accruing to government for the came period, 
is a fraction short of six millions of ponnds. 

Formerly the government nsceived 10 per coat, in lead 
for rents. Now it is 6 per cent. 

A pwrt of the Minecal land in the Wisconsin Territory 
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has been sarvejed and broaght into HnHrket« which wiU 
add grreatly to the stability and proaperitj of the mininpr 
buainese. It is expected thai the Mtnerai lands in llli^ 
Bets will soon be in market. 

C9aL Bituminous coal abounds in this state and may be 
Ibond in nearly every county. It is frequently perceiTed 
without ercavation in the raTines and at the points of 
bluffs. 

Exhanstless beds of this article exist in the bluflfs ad- 
jacent to the American bottom in St. Clair county, of 
which large quantities are annually transported to St» 
Louis for fuel. 

A. Rail Road is now constructing by a private company, 
from the bluffs to the ferry, six miles, for the purpose of 
transporting coal to St. Louis. 

A large vein of coal, several feet thick, and apparently 
exhanstless, basbeen struck in excavating the Illinois and 
Michigan canal, a few miles below Ottawa. 

A be^ of Anthraeiie ew\^ it is said, has beea discovered 
on Muddy river in Jackson county. 

Agatizid Wood. A petrified tree, of black walnut, 
was found in the bed of the river Des Plaises, about forty 
rods above its junction with the Kanicakee, ini)>edded in 
a horizontal position, in a stratum of sandstone. There 
is fifty-one and a half feet of the tmnk visible— etghteea 
inches in diameter at its smallest end, and probably three 
feet at the other end. 

Muriate of Soda^ or common salt. This is found in 
various parts of the state, held in solution in the springs. 
The manufacture of salt by boiling and evaporation is car- 
ried on in Gallatin county, twelve miles west-north-wect 
ftom Shawneetown; in Jackson county, near Brownsville; 
and in Vermilion county, near Danville. Thespringa 
and land are owned by the state, and the works leased. 

A coarse freestone, much used in building, is dog from 
quarries near Alton, on the Mississippi, where large bodies 
exist. 

Scattered over the sorfece of our prairies, are large 
( of rock, of granitic formation, roundish in form, 
2* 
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lisfnilly calM by the peonle <« lot/ rodb.*' They wiH 
weigh from one thoesana to tea or twdve tboasend 
)>oiind8, and are entirely detached, end frequently aie 
found several miles distant from any qaarry. Nor has 
there ever been a quarry of granite discovered in the 
states These stones are denominated bowfdert in min»- 
ralegy. That they exist in various parts of Illinois is an 
undoubted truth; and that they are of a species of grfr* 
tiite is equally tme, as I have specimens to show. They 
usually lie on the surface, or are partially imbedded in 
4fae soil of oar prairies, which is unquestionably of dilu- 
vial formation. How they came here is a question of 
diffictth solution, 

Medjtdnal Wattn are found in different parts of the 
state. These are chiefly sulphur springs and chalybeate 
waters. There is said to be one well in the southern 
part of the state stTongly iropreffnated with the sulphate 
of magnesia,, or Epsom salts, from wliich considerable 
quantities have been made for sale, by simply evaporating 
the water, in a kettle, over a common five. 

There are several sulphur springs in Jefierson county, 
to which persons resort for health. 

Ve^Me Prodtfctums. The principal trees and shrubs 
of Illmois haye been noticed under the head of ^* Forest 
or timbered Itmd.^* Of oaks there are several species, as 
overcujs burr oak, swamp or water oak, white oak, red 
or Spanish oak, post oak, and black oak of several varie- 
ties, with the black jack, a dwarfish, knarled looking free, 
excellent for fuel, but good for nothing else. 

The black walnut is much used for building materials 
«nd cabinet work, and sustains a fine polish. 

In most parts of the state, grape vines, indigenous 
to the country, are abundant, which yield grapes that 
might advantageously be made into excellent wine. Fo- 
reign vines are susceptible of easy cultivation. These 
are eultivated to a considerable extent at Vevay, Switaer- 
land county, Indiana, and at New Harmony on the Wa- 
bash. The indigenous vines are prolific, and produce 
excelleot fruik They are found in every variety of soil; 
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iaterwoTeii ifl every thicket in the prairies and banrenei 
and climbinff to the tope of the verj highest trees on the 
bottoms, llie Freneh in early times made so mneh wine 
as to export some to France; upon which the proper an- 
thorities prohibited the introduction of wine from lilinote» 
lest .it might injure the sale of that staple article -of the 
kingdom. I think the act was passed by the board ol 
trade, in 1774. 

The editor of the Illinois Magazine reroM^ks: *< We 
know one gentleman who made twenty-seven barrels oC 
wine in a single season, from the grapes gathered with bat 
little labor, in his immediate neighbourhood." 

The wild plum is foaed in every part of the atate; bat 
in most instances the fruit is too sour for usct unless for 
preserves. Crab apples are equally prolific, and make 
fine preserves with about double their bulk of sugar* 
Wild eherries are equally productive. The persimmon is 
B deltcioas fruit, after the frost has destroyed its astria- 
geot properties. The blaek mulberry growa in, moai 
parts, and is used for thefebding of silk worms with 8U9^ 
eess* They appear to thrive and spin as well «s on the 
Italian mulberry. The gooseberry, strawberry, aad black- 
berry grow wild and in great profusion. Of our nets, the 
hickory, black walnut, and peeann deserve notiee. The 
last is an oblong, thin shelled, delicious nut, that growe 
on a large treo, a species of the hickory, (the Carya oiwm 
fiirmU of Nutlall.^ The paopaw grows in the bottoms, 
and rich, timbered uplands, and produces a large, pulpy, 
and luscious fruit. Of domestic fruits, the apple and 
peach are chiefly cultivated. Pears are tolerably plenty 
in the French settlements, and quinces are caltivated witji 
success by some Americana. Apples are easily oultir 
vated, and are very productive. They can be made to 
bear fruit to considerable advanttftge in seven years from 
the seed. Many varietira are of Jne flavor, and grow to 
a l^^ size. I have measured apples, the growth of St. 
■Clair county, that exceeded thirteen inches in circumfe- 
rence. Some of the early American settlers provided 
x>rchaids. They now reap the advantages. But a Urge 
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proportleii of the popnktion-of tke frontiers are content 
without this indispefisable article io the conrforts of a 
yankee farmer. Cider is ma<le in small quantities in the 
old settlements. In a few years a supply of this beverage 
can be had in most parts of Illinois. 

Peach trees grow wiih great rapidity, and decay pro- 
portionably soon. From ten to fifteen years may be 
considered the life of this tree. Oar peaches are delicious, 
but they sometimes fail by beincr destroyed in the germ 
by winter frosts. The bud swells prematurely. 

Chrden Vegetables can be produo!^ here in vast profa- 
sion, and of excellent quality. 

That we have, few of the elegant and well dressed gar- 
dens of gentlemen in the old states, is admitted; Which is 
not owing to climate, or soil, but to the want of leisure 
and means. 

A cabba^ head two or three feet in diameter including 
the leaves, is no wonder on this soil. Beets often exceed 
iweive inches in circumference. Parsnips will penetrate 
out light, porous soil, to the depth of two or three feet. 

The euUivated vegetable produetione in the fields are 
maize or Indian corn, wheat, oats, barley, buckwheat, 
Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, turnips, rye for horse 
feed and distilleries, tobacco, cotton, hemp, flax, the 
castor bean, and every other production common to the 
middle states. 

Maize is a staple production. No farmer can live with- 
out it, and hundreds raise little else. This is chiefly owinr 
Io the ease with which it is cultivated. Its average yield 
is fifty bushels to the acre. I have oftentimes seen it pro- 
duce seven ty-five bushels to the acre, and in a few in- 
stances, exceed one hundreds 

Wheat yields a good and sure crop^ especially in the 
eounties borderinff on the Illinois river, and through the 
northern parts of the state. It weighs upwards of 60 
pounds per bushel; and flour from tbis region has prefer^ 
eoce in the New Orleans marlcet, and passes better in- 
spection than the same article from Ohio or Kentucky. 

la 1835, the weavel, for the first time, made its ap- 
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pearaace ia St. Chiir an4 the adjacent con ntleei,iH»d baa 
occasionally renewed Us visita since. Within the laat 
two aeaaons, some fields ba^ been injured by the fly. 
. A common but slovenly practice amongst our farmera^ 
is, to sow wheat amongst the standing corn, in September, 
and cover it by ranning a few furrows with the plough 
between the rows of corn. The dry stalks are then cut 
down in the spring, and left on the ground. Evep by this 
imperfect mode, fifteen o{ twenty bushels of wheat to the 
acre- are prQduced> But where the ground is duly pre* 
pared by fallowing, and the seed put in at the proper time, 
a good crop, averaging from twenty-five to thirty-five 
bushels per acre, rarely fails to be procured. 

The average price of wheat is one dollar to one dollfnr 
twenty-five cents per bushel, varying a little according to 
the competition of mills and facilities to market. In many 
iostances a single crop of wheat will pay the expenses of 
purchasing the land, iencing, breaking the prairie, seed, 
putting in the crop, harvesting, threshing, and taking it to 
market. Wheat is now frequently sown on the prairie lan^ 
as a first crop, and a good yield obtained. 

Flouring mills are now in operation in man3r of tb« 
wheat growing counties. Steam power is getting into 
extensive use both for sawing and manufa'^tnring fl^^oun 

It is to be regretted that so few of onr farmera have 
erected barns for the security of their crops. No article ia 
more profitable, and really more indispensable to a farmer, 
tlian a large bam. 

Oats have not been mueh raised till lately. They ara 
yery productive, often yielding from forty to fifty buehels 
on the acre, and usually sell from twenty to thirty xsents 
the bushel. The demand for the use of stage and travel* 
era* horses is increasing. 

Hemp is an indijrenous plant in the southern part of 
this state, as it is in Missouri. It has not been exten* 
sively cultivated, but ^wherever tried, is found very pror 
duetive, and of an excellent quality. It might be made 
a staple of the country. 

Tuboceoy though a filthy and iioxious weed, which rq 
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hmnan being (mght erer to U8#, 6an be prodoced ki any 
quantity and of the first qnality in Illinois. 

Cotton, for many years, has been suecessfalJy cnltivated 
in this state for domestic use, and some for exportation. 
Two or three spinning factories are in operation, and pro- 
dace cotton yarn from the gr^mb of the country with 
promising success. This branch of hnsiness admits of 
enlargement, and inrites the attention of eastern raano- 
fiacturera with small capital. Much of the cl6th made in 
femilies wlio have emigrated from states south of the 
Ohio is from the eotton of the country. 

Flax is produced, and of a tolerable quality, but not 
equal to that of the northern states. It is said to be pro- 
ducttre and good in the northern counties. There is an 
oil mill to manufacture oil from the seed, in Sangamon 
county. 

The palma christi, or castor oil bean, is produced in 
considerable quantities in Madison, Randolph, and other 
counties, and large quantities of oil are^ expressed and 
sent abroad. 

Sweet Potatoes are a delicious root, and yield abandant- 
ly, especially -on the American bottom, and rich sandy 
prairies. 

But little has been done to introduce cultiyated grasses. 
The prairie grass Iboks coarse and unsavory, and yet 
our horses and cattle will thrive well on it. It is already 
known to the reader thiat this grass disappears when the 
settlements extend round a prairie, and the cattle eat off 
the young growth in the spring. Consequently in a few 
years, the natural grass no longer exists. 

It is to be regretted that so -few have thought of pro- 
Tiding themselves with natural meadows of fifty or more 
acres to each plantation, by a process so cheap as that 
of fencing in the prairie, before the cattle had subdued 
the natural grass,. and preserving it with a very little care, 
in a perfectly natural state. 

But ibis notion was entirely incorrect. To produce 
timothy with success, the ground most be well cultivated 
in tlie summer, either by an early crop, or by fallt>wing, 
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tnd the seed sown^bont the 20th of September, at the 
rate of ten or twelve quarts of dean seed to the acre, and 
lightly brushed in. 

If the season is in any way favourable, it will get a ra» 
pid start before winter. By the last week iu Jane, it 
will produce two tons per acre, of the finest of hay.. It 
then requires a dressing of stable or yard manure, and 
occasionally the turf may be scratched with a harrow, to 
prevent the roots from binding too hard. By this process 
timothy meadows may be made and preserved. There 
are meadows in St. Clair county, which have yielded 
heavy crops of hay in succession, for several years, and 
bid fair to continue for an indefinite period. Cattle, ^and 
especially horses, slM>uld never be permitted to run ia 
meadows in Illinois. The fall grass may be cropped 
down by calves and eolts. There is but a little more 
labour required to produce a crop of timothy than a crop 
of oats, and as there is not a stone or aLpebble to interrupt, 
the soil may be turned np every third or fourth year for 
corn, aod afterwards laid down to grass again. 

A species of blue grass is cultivated by some farmers 
for pastures. If well set and not eaten down in summer, 
blue grass pastures may be kept gceen and fresh till late 
in autumn, or even in the winter. The Engrlish spire 
grass has been cultivated with success in the Wabash 
country. 

Of the trefoil, or clover, there is but little cultivated. 
A prejudice exists against it, as it is imagined to injure 
horses by affecting the glands of the mouth, and causing 
them to slaver. It grows luxuriantly, and may be* cut 
for hay early ia June. The white clover comes in natur- 
ally, where the ground has been cultivated^ and throwa 
by, or along the sides of old roads and paths. Clover 
pastures would be excellent for swine. 

Animals,- Of tvild animals there are • several species. 
The buffalo is not foun4^t>n this side the N^ississippi, noir 
within several hundred miles of St. Louis. This animal 
once roamed at larpre over the prairies of Illinois, and was 
found in plenty thirty years since* Wohesy Panih^s^ 
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and udld tat$ are still Rtiniereus on the frontiera, an^ 
tiifoagh the unsettled portions of the eonntry. Wolves 
harbor in almost every county, and annoy the farmer by 
destroying his sheep and pigs. There are three species 
found in IlMnois: 

i. The large gray wolf, or cania lupus of Linneus, \$ 
not very plenty, and not commonVy found in the older set- 
tlements. 

d. The black wo]f, or ecmislyctum of Linneus, is scarce. 
Occasionally they are killed by our hunters. 

3. The earns iatrans of Say, or common prairie wolf, is 
the most common, and found in con$>iderable numbers. 
This mischievous animal is but little larger than the 
common fox, borrows in the prairies, and comes forth in 
the night to attack sheep, pigs, poultry, &c. Many^ of 
the settlers keep hounds to guard against the depredations 
(ii thia animal. 

Panthers apd wild cats are less common, but occasionr 
ally do mischief. 

Deer are also very numerous, and are Valuable, particu- 
larly to that class of our population which has been raised 
to frontier habits; the flesh affording them food, and the 
skins, clothing. Fresh venison hams usually sell seven- 
ty-five cents, to one dollar fifty centsa pair, and when pro- 
perly cured, are a delicious article. Many of thr frontier 
people dress their skins, and make them into pantaloons 
and hunting shirts. These articles are indispensable to 
all' who have occasion to travel in viewingland,orfor any 
other purpose bevond the settlements, as cloth garments, 
in the shrubs and vines, would soon be in strings. 

It is a novel and pleasant sight to a stranger, to see the 
deer in flocka of eight, ten, or fifteen .in number, feeding 
on the grass of the prairies, or bounding away at the sight 
of a traveller. 

Thp brown bear is also an inhabitant of this state, al- 
though he is eentinually retreating before the advance of 
Civilization^ 

Foxes, raccoons, opossums, gophars, and sqdirrela, are 
also nameroasi as are muskrats, otters, and oecasionaHy 
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bea7«r, aboat oar riTeni and lake*. Raoeoons are rerj 
comraoB, and fre(|aeDUy do mischief id the fall to oar corn* 
Opoeaums sometimes trouble the poultry. I have a few 
facts reported to me from sources^ CDtitled to great credit, 
that the prod action of the yoanjpr of this siogular and ex- 
traordinary animal, is different from the ordiaaij process 
of generation in viviparous animals. The fcetns is found 
adhering to the teat, within the false belly, at the very 
first stage of existence. 

The gophar is a singular little animal, about the size of 
a squirrel. It barrows in the ground, is seldom seen, but 
its works make it known. It labors during the night, .in 
disr?i°8r subterranean nassages in the rich soil of the prai- 
ries, and throws up hillocks of fresh earth, within a few 
feet distance from each other» and from twelve to eighteen 
inches in height. I have seen a dozen of these hillocks, 
the production of one night*s labour, and apparently from 
a single gophar* The passages are formed in such a laby- 
rinth, that it is a difficult matter to find the animal by dig* 
ging. 

The gray and fox squirrels often do mischief ia the eora 
fields, and the hunting of them makes fine sport for the 
boys. It is a rule amongst the Kentucky riflemen to shoot 
a squirrel only through his eyes, and that from the topa 
of the highest trees of the forest. It is evidence of a bad 
marksman, for a hunter to hit one in any other part. 

Common RabbUt exist in every thicket. These animals 
annoy nurseries and young orchards exeeedingly. The 
fence around a nursery must always be so dose as to shut 
out rabbits, and young appletrees must be secured at the 
approaoh of winter, by tying straw or com stalks around 
their bodies, for two or three feet in height, or the bark 
will be stripped off by these mischievous animals. 

Wild horses are found ranging the prairies and forests 
in some parts of the state. They are small in size, of the 
Indian or Canadian breed, and very hardy. They are 
caught in pens, or with ropes having nooses attached to 
them, and broken to the saddle and harness* The French, 
who monopolise the business of eatching, and breaking 
3 
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these horses, make them an article of traffic their eommoti 
price is from twenty to thirty dollars. They are found 
chiefly in the lower end of the American Bottom, near the 
junction of the Kaskaskia and Mississippi rivers, called 
the Point. They are the offspring of the horses brougrht 
there by the first settlers, and which were suffered to run 
at large. The Indians of the West have many such hor<^ 
ses, which are commonly called Indian ponies. 

Domestic Jinimab, These are the same as are found 
in other portions of the United States. But little has been 
done to improve the breed of horses amongst us. Our 
common riding or working horses average about fifteen 
hands in height. Horses are much more used here than 
in the eastern states, and many a farmer keeps half a 
dozen or more. Much of the travelling throughout the 
western country, both by men and women, is performed 
on horseback; and a large proportion of the land carriage 
is by means of large wagons, with from four to six stout 
horses for a team. A great proportion of the ploughing 
is performed by horse labor. Horses are more subject to 
diseases in this country than in the old states, which is 
thought to be occasioned by bad management, rather than 
by the climate. A good farm horse can be purchased for 
fitty dollars. Riding, or carriage horses, of a superior 
quality, cost about sixty, eighty, or a hundred dollars. 
Breeding mares are profitable stock for every farnoer to 
keep, as their annual expense in keeping is but trifling, 
their labor is always needed, and their colts, when grown« 
find a ready market. Some farmers keep a stallion, and 
eight or ten brood mares. 

MuUs are raised in Missouri and are also brought from 
the Mexican dominions into Illinois. They are hardv 
animals, grrow to a good size, and are used by some both 
for labour and riding. 

Our neat cattle are usually inferior in size to those of 
the old states. This is owing entirely to bad manage- 
ment. Our cows are not penned up in pasture fields, but 
•ufifered to run .at large over the commons. Hence aU 
the calves are preserved, without respect to quality, to 
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entice the cows homeward atereningr. They are kept up 
through the day, and oftentimes without much patUure, 
and turned to the cows for a few minutes at night, and 
then permitted to graze through the night oVer the short 
and withered grass around the plantation. 

In autumn their food is very scanty, ond during the win- 
ter they are permitted to pick up a precarious subsistence 
amongst fifty or a hundred head of cattle. With such 
management, is it surprising that our cows and steers are 
much inferior to those of the old states! 

And yet, our beef is the finest in the world. It bears 
the best inspection of any in the New Orleans market. 
By the first of June, and often by the middle of May, our 
young cattle on the prairies are fit for market. They do 
not yield large quantities of tallow, but the fat is well 
proportioned throughout the carcase, and the meat tender 
and delicious. By inferiority, then, I mean the nze of our 
cattle in general, and the quantity and quality of the milk 
of cows. 

Common cows, if suffered to lose their milk in August, 
become sufficiently fat for table use by October. Farrow 
heifers and steers, are good beef, and fit for the knife at 
any period after the middle of May. Nothing is more 
common than for an Illinois farmer to go among his stocky 
select, shoot down, and dress a fine beef, whenever fresh 
meat is needed. This is often divided out amongst the 
neighbours, who, in turn, kill and share likewise. It is 
common at camp and other large meetings, to kill a beef 
and three or four hogs for the subsistence of friends from 
a distance. 

We can hardly place limits upon the amount of beef 
cattle that Illinois is eapable or producing. A farmer 
calls himself poor, with a hundred head of horned cattle 
around him. A cow in the spring is worth from twelve 
to twenty dollars. Some ot the best equality will sell 
higher. And let it be distinctly understood, once for all, 
that a poor man can always purchase horses, cattle, hogs, 
and provisions, for labor, either by the day, month, or 
job. 
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Cows> in (general, do not produce the same aibount of 
milk, Ror of as rich a qaalitj as in older states. Some- 
Ihing is to be attributed to the nature of onr pastores, and 
the warmth of oar climate, hot more to causes already 
assigned, if ever a land was characterised justly as ** flow- 
ittg with milk -and honey ,^' it is Illinois and the adja- 
eent states. From the springing of the grass till SeptOTH" 
ber, butter is made in great profusion. It sells' at thst 
eeason in market for about twenty cents, and in the inl^ 
rior of the state for twelve cents per pound. With proper 
care it can be preserved with tolerable sweetness for win- 
ter's use. Late in autumn and early in the winter, some- 
times butter is not plenty. The feed becomes dry, the 
cows range further off, and do not come up readily for 
milking, and dry up. A very little trouble would enable 
a, farmer to keep three or four good cows in fresh milk at the 
season most needed. 

Cheese is made by many families, especially, in the 
counties bordering on the Illinois river. Good cheese 
Aells for eijirht and sometimes ten cents, and finds a ready 
market. The most important arrangement for the dairy 
business in Illinois, and especially for cheese making is 
to persuade a few thousand families, from the dairy re- 
^ons of New England, to emigrate, and continue their 
industrious habits after settling here. 

Swine* This species of stock may be called a staple 
in the provision of Illinois. Thousands of hogs are raised 
without any expense, except a few breeders to start with, 
and a little attention in hunting them on the range, and 
keeping them tame. 

This kind of pork is by no means equal to that raised 
and fatted on corn, and in a domestic way. It is soft, 
oily, and will not bear inspection at New Orleans. It 
usually sells for three dollars per hundred. 

, Pork' that is made in a domestic way and fatted on corn, 
will sell for from four to five dollars, according to size, 
quality, and the time when it is delivered. With a pasture 
of clover or blue grass, a well filled com crib, a dairy, and 
slop barrel, and the usual care that a New Englander be- 
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Stows on his mgs, pork may be raised from the sow, fat- 
ted and killed, abd Weigh from two hundred to two hund- 
red and fifty, within twelve months, and this method of 
raising pork would be profitable. 

Few families in the west and south put up their pork in 
salt pickle. Their method is to salt it sufilciently to pre- 
pare it for smoking, and then make bacon of hams, shoul- 
ders, and middlings or broadsides. The price of bacon, 
taking the hog round, is about ten and twelve cents. Good 
hatns command twelve cents in the market. Stock hoars, 
weighing from sixty to one hundred pounds, alive, usually 
sell for from two dollars to two dollars and fifty cents per 
head. Families consume much more meat in Illinois, in 
proportion to numbers, than in the old states. 

Sheep do very well in this country, especially in the 
older settlements, where the grass has become short, and 
they are less molested by wolves. But few are kept. 
The people from the south are more accustomed to cotton 
for clothing, than to wool, which sells for fifty cents 
per pound. Little is said or done to improve the breed 
of sheep, or introduce the Merino, or Saxony breed. Mr. 
George Flower, at Albion, has a valuable flock of Saxony 
and Merino. 

Poultry are raised in great profusion — and large num- 
bers of fowls taken to market. It is no uncommon thin? 
for some farmers' wives to raise three or four hundred 
fowls, besides geese, ducks, and turkeys, in a season. 
Young fowls, butter, and eggs, are the three articles 
usually mustered from every farm for the market. By 
these means manv families provide their coQee, sugar, tea, 
and various articles of apparel. 

Eggs, when plenty, as at the close of winter and spring, 
sell for ten and twelve cents per dozen. 

In noticing poultry, 1 ought not to pass over some of 
our wild fowl; 

Ducks, geese, swans, and many other aanatic birds, visit 

our waters in the spring. The small laKes and sloughs 

are often literally covered with them. Ducks, and some 

of the rest, frequently stay through the summer and breed. 

3* 
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The prairie fowl k seen in great nambers on the prairies 
in the summer, and about the cornfields in the winter. 
This is the ^ouse of the New York market. They are 
easily taken m the winter. 

Partridges, (the quail of New England) are taken with 
nets, in the winter, by hundreds in a day, and furnish no 
trifling item in the luxuries of the city market. 

Bees, This laborious and useful insect is to be fonnd 
in the trees of every forest. Many of the frontier peiople 
make it a prominent business aRer the frost has killed 
the ve^retation, to hunt them for the honey and wax, both 
of which find a ready market. Bees are profitable stock 
for the farmer, and are kept to a considerable extent. 

Silkworms are raised by a few persons. They are ca- 
pable of being produced to any extent, and fed on the com- 
mon black mulberry of the country. . 



MAMUPACTURKS. 

In the infancy of a state, litUe can be expected in 
machinery and manufactures. And in a region so much 
deficient in water power as some parts of Illinois are, still 
less may be looked for. Yet Illinois is not entirely de- 
ficient in manufacturing enterprise. 

The principal salines of this state have been mentioned 
under the head of minerals. 

Steam MilU for flouring and sawing are becoming very 
common, and in general are profitable. Some are now in 
operation with four runs of stones, and which manufacture 
one hundred barrels of flour in a. day. Mills propelled by 
steam, water, and animal power, are constantly increasing. 
Steam mills will become numerous, particularly in tira 
southern and middle portions of the state, and it is de- 
serving remark that while these portions are not well sup- 
plied with durable water power, they contain, in the 
timber of the forest, and the inexhaustible bodies of bitu- 
minous coal, abundant supplies of fuel, while the north- 
em portion, though deficient in fuel, has abundant water 
power. 
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k good steam 8aw-mill wi^ two saws ean be ballt for 
3,000 dollars; aad a steam fionnng mill with two runs of 
atones, elevators and other apparatus complete, and of 
sufficient force to tiirn out forty or fifty barrels of flour per 
day, maybe built for 6,000 dollars. 

The northera half of the state will be most abondaiitly 
supplied with water power, and ordinary mills for sawtof 
lum^r and grrinding grain are now in operation on the 
▼arious streams. Probably in no part of the great west 
does there exist the capability of such an inraiense water 
power, as is to be found naturally, and which will be 
created artificially along the rapids of the Illinois and Fox 
rivers, and the Illinois and Michigan canal. Incorporated 
companies with ample means are now constructing hy- 
draulic works at Ottawa, Marseilles, and other points 
along the rapids of the Illinois. Fox river rapids have a 
descent of sixteen feet at Green's mills, four miles above 
Ottawa, with abundant supplies of water at its lowest 
stage; and the river itself, from thence to MoHenry coun^, 
is a rapid stream with rocky banks, admirably siuted ior 
hydraulic purposes. On the Kankakee are some fine 
sites for water privileges. Rock river furnishes abundant 
facilities for hydraulic purposes, especially at Grand De- 
tour and Rockford. A company engaged in the estab- 
lishment of a large town at the mouth of Rock river, has 
been recently chartered by the legislature for the purpose 
of cutting a canal from a point on the Mississippi at the 
upper rapids, to Rock river, by which they expect to gain 
eiffbteen feet fall and immense hydraulic power. 

It is expected that the improvement of^ the Kaskaskia 
and Little Wabash rivers, as provided for by the recent 
law of the. state, will create yaluable water privileges 
along these streams. 

Certainly, in connection with the improvement of the 
Great Wabash river by the joint operations of Indiana 
and Illinois, hydraulic power to any desirable extent will 
be created. Such will be the effect^ too, upon Sangamon 
and other rivera within the state. Des Plaines river, and 
Also ^e Caiamety furnish extensive hydraulic privileges; 

Digitized by Google 



88 A OAZBTTSBR 

^utd the saq>}!is water proyided by the coMiractton of the 
Illinois and Miohig^an canal, and which may be conTeni- 
ently applied to manufacturing purposes, is estimated to 
be equal to that required for running 700 pairs of mill 
stones four and half feet in diameter. 
Incorporations for companies for various manufacturing 

{purposes have been granted by the legislature within the 
ast four or five years, some of which have been organised 
and commenced operations. The conclusion is, that Ill»- 
Dois will furnish as great facilities for manufactudug pur- 
poses, as soon as the circumstances and wants of the 
community shall call for their operation, as can be found in 
any western state. 

Large quantities of etutor oil are annually manufactured 
in Illinois from the palma christi, or castor bean. A num- 
ber of presses are in operation in Madison', Greene, Ma- 
coupen, St. Glair, Randolph, Edwards, and perhaps other 
counties. The most extensive establishment is at £d- 
wardsville, owned by Mr. John Adams, where from thirty 
to forty thousand gallons of oil are made annually. 

Cotton Goods* A few factories for spinning cotton yarn 
have been put into operation in several counties on a small 
scale of from one hundred to two hundred spindles each. 
They are carried by animal power on the inclined plane. 

Coarse clothing from cotton is manufactured in the 
southern portion of the state, where the article is raised in 
small quantities. Woollen cloth, and jeans, a mixture ef 
wool and cotton, is made for ordinary wear, as is cloth 
from flax. 

lAtid. In Jo Daviess county are eight or ten furnaces 
for smelting lead. The amount of this article made an- 
nually at the mines of the Upper Mississippi, has been 
given under the head of minerals. 

Boat Buildif^ Will soon become a branch of business 
in this state. 8ome steamboats have been constructed 
already within this state, along the Mississippi. It is 
thouffht that Alton and Chicago are convenient sites for 
Ibis business. 

There is in this state, as in all the western states, a 
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large moQiit of dbmeatie OHmttfaetawt ma^iyy fkonliw. 
All the ttadee, needfbl to a new country, are in extstenet. 
Carpenters, wagon makers, cabinet makers, blacksmiths, 
tanneries, etc., may be found in every ooanty and town. 
At Mount Oarmeland Springfield, there are iron foundries 
for castings. 

There has been a considerable falling off io the manu- 
facture of whiskey within a few years, and it is sincereljr 
hoped by thousands of citizens that this branch of busi- 
ness, so decidedly injurious to the morals and happiness 
of the community and of indiTiduals^ will entirely decline. 

Ox mills on the inclined plane, and horse mills by 
draught, are common throughout the middle and southern 
parts of the state. 

With the table of the census, taken in 1836, and pub- 
lished by authority of the legislature the sucoeedihg win- 
ter, the following report was made. 

Manufactoriesi • • • * 389 

Mills, 916 

Machines, 87 

Distilleries, 149 

This report is defeeUve and imperfect. In some coun- 
ties ordinary mechanics* shops, such as tinners, 4M>opers, 
wheelwrights, &c., were reported und«r Uie head of 
manufactories; in others no distinction was made. 



MATUaAL CURIOSITIKS AlfO AMTIQtnTllll. 

On the banks of the Ohio and Mississippi rirers, and 
the bluffs that overhang the alluvions, are many singular 
appearances. These consist of ledffes of rock, whten ex- 
hibit the most fanciful forms, and in many places are 
penetrated by caverns of various dimensions. Of these 
the *^Caeetn Jtoek^*^ on the Ohio will be described under 
its own name. The "Devirs Anvil," ''Grand Tower," 
"Starved Rock/' "Buffaloe Rock," •^Mount Joliet," and 
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many other singalar appeartnces will be found vnder th^r 
fespecthre names, in the third part of this Vrork, 
, The FomU Tree of the Des Platnes and to which alhi- 
aion has been made already, is fully described by Mr. 
Schoolcraft, in a memoir read before the American Geolo- 
gical Society, in 1821. 

It lies in a horbontal position, imbedded in a stratum 
if fliBtz sandstone, of a gray colour and close grain. The 
middle portion of the trunk is fifty-one feet six inches in 
length, and is eighteen inches in diameter at the smallest 
end. It is a species of the juglans nigroj or black walnot, 
a tree common to the Illinois, and completely petrified. 
It lies in the bed of the Des Plaines about forty rods 
above its junction with the Kankakee. 

Petrifications are very common in Illinois. The " lost 
rocks,** Of boulders scattered over a sur&ce of an evident 
diluvial deposit, are a curiosity. They are in great num- 
bers towards the he heads of the Kaskaskia and Sanga- 
mon rivers, and become more numerous and are found at 
various depths in the soil, as the traveller passes north- 
ward along the great prairies. . Indeed the geological for- 
mation of the whole state, presents a rich field for inves- 
tigation in that science. 

The antiquities of Illinois are similar to those of other 
western states. Indian graves are common, especially 
along the bluffs. Fragments of bones and not unfrequent- 
ly wnoTe skeletons^ in a tolerable state of preservation, 
are found deposited from two to three feet below the sur- 
face. In not a few instances they are found enclosed 
with stone slabs, undressed, and obtained from the neigh- 
ing cliffs. There are no proofs of a pigmy race of aborig- 
ines in the western states. Graves are not unfreqnent 
where the length from the head to the foot stone, does not 
exceed four feet, and yet contain the skeleton of an adult 
of full stature. In such instances it will be found upon 
careful examination of the position of the bones, that the 
* leg and thi^h bones lie parallel, and that the corpse was 
inhumed wrth the knees bent into that position. Some 
. bones of unusual size have been discovered, but I am not 
acquainted with facts to justify a supposition of a race of 
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ffiftnis. Bones of a hage animal, bot different from the 
Mammoth, have been recently found in Su Glair connty, 

Aboat the Gallatin aiid Big Muddy salines, large frag- 
ments of earthenware, are very frequently found, under 
the surface of the earth. They appear to have been por- 
tions of large kettles, used, probably, by the natives for 
obtaining salt. Small fragments of earthenware^ arrow 
and spear heads, stone axes and mallets, and other anti- 
quities, are found in various parts of the state. Silver, 
coins of ancient origin have been found at Kaskaskia. 
They were probably brought there by the Jesuits, or 
the early French emigrants. 

Of one thing the writer is satisfied, that very imperfect 
and incorrect data have been relied upon and very erro- 
neous conclusions drawn, upon western antiquities. 
Whoever has time and patience, and is in other respects 
qualified to explore this field of science, and will use his 
spade and eyes together, and restrain his imagination 
from running riot amongst mounds, fortifieatioris, horse- 
shoes, medals, and whole cabinets of relics of the '* olden 
time,'* will find very little more that the indications of 
rode savages, the ancestors of the present race of Indians.' 

Of ancient military works, I have long been convinced' 
that not half a dozen such structures ever existed in the 
west before the visits of Europeans. Enclosures of va- 
rious sizes, and perhaps for difi^rent purposes, with an 
embankment of earth, three or four feet high, and a tri- 
fling ditch out of which the earth was dog, undoubtedly 
were formed. In all probability some of these embank- 
ments enclosed their villages; others, the residence of 
their chiefs or head men. But what people, savage, bar- 
barous, civilised, or enlightened, ever constructed a iforti- 
fioation around five or six hundred acres, with a diteh in the 
inside/ Or what military people made twenty or thirty such 
forts, within two or three miles! At any rate I am confident 
these immense armies oi military heroes never visited 
Illinois. 

The remains of Fort Chartres, commenced by the' 
French in 1720, to defend their infant seulements against 
the Spaniards and Indians, is probably the most ancient 
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military work within this state^ of which any podion 
pow remains. 

Those who are particularly desirous of informatron 
ccncerninff the millions of warriors, and the hloody h^ 
ties in wnich more were slain than ever fell in td\ the 
wars of Alexander, CaBsar, or Napoleon, with a particu- 
lar description of their military works, would do well to 
read the ** Book of Mormon^'*^ made out of the *' grolden 
plates*' of that distinguished antiquarian Joe Smith! 

It is far superior to some modern productions on west- 
ern antiquities, because it furnishes os with the names 
and biography of the principal men who were concerned 
in these enterprises), with many of the particulars of their 
wars for several centuries. But, seriously, the attention 
of scientific men is invited to this subject. 

And as a starting question to such an investigation, it 
ought to be first settled how long human bones will re- 
tain their form and solidity without decomposition, when 
exposed to the air, earth, water, and other causes of de- 
c»y, interred . two or thee feet deep in the earth. Will 
tiiey preserve thdr form and soundness over two, or at 
the most three hundred years? Are not the relics of the 
early pilgrims of New E norland, and the first settlers of 
Jamestown mouldered entirely to dust? Will any oii» 
say that human skeletons, entombed as those are in the 
mounds of Illinois, but two or three feet below the sur- 
face, remain in a state of preservation five or six hundred 
years? A sober investigation of these questions would 
result in an entire overthrow of the hypothesis of exist* 
iDg races of men prior to the Indians, founded upon such 
remains. 

The existence of *' Mounds^* in this and other western 
states has been assumed as substantial proof, amounting' 
to demonstration, of a race of men of enterprising habits, 
and far more civilised than the present race of aborigines. 
But it is now seriously questioned whether these roounda 
are the work of art. 1 know not that any writer ever 
ventured to attack this supposition till John Russell, Esq. 
seat forth his essay in the Illinois Magazine, of March, 
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IBSl. Mr. Rassell is a cttizM of this BtnU, and well 
known as a writer of taleats and literary acqairements. 
He has had an opportomty of examining for himself, many 
of those mounds, of various dimensions. He maintains 
they are not arti^ial, and offers objections to their beings 
prodnctibns of human art, not easily obviated.* 

But there are many mounds in the west, th^ exaelljr 
correspond in shape with these supposed a&tiquittea, and 
yet from their size most evidently were not made by 
man. 

Mbnk kiH, in the American bottom, near the road from 



* In the Airamer of 1636, Mr. Rfusell made a most interert- 
iii^ and ourious discoTeryy pertaining to the antiquities of Illi* 
nois, in the range of bluffs that overhaug Bluffdale, Greene 
county, the place of his residence. 

At an elevation of 80 feet above the valley, in a prqjecting 
cliff, and imbedded amongst a mass of loose rocks, Mt'.R. found 
on excavating, three shells, nearly similar, each of which exhi- 
bited the following eharaetei*i sties. 

1. They were univalve, and had been bisected, the edges 
worked off, and the inside exeavatedy so as to resemble some- 
what in appearance the half of a slender, straight gourd with a 
neck tapering proportionably in size from the body. 

2. EUich had evidently been used as an article of furniture, 
and had been prenared for the purpose by some sharp instru- 
ment, and each holds about three pints. 

S, Thejr are unquestionablv of salt water origin, and belong 
to a description of shells not found in the waters of the Adantie, 
or OB any i>art of the American Continent Similar shells are 
to be found in the South Pacific Ocean and about the Feejee 
islands. 

4. They were most unquestionably deposited in these bloffk at 
the period of their formation. The position in which they were 
found would preclude the Idea of their subsequent deposition 
by human or other mi«ns. Thev are net fossil renains, in the 
sense of having undei^ne any change in. their structure, being 
purely natural shells, fashioned into ladles by the art of man. 
Very limited knowledge of the science of Conchology prevents 
lue from defining the eenus and species of these interesting re- 
mains. They are highly deserving the attention of the cunous, 
and are yet lU the possession of John RnsscU, Esq^, PostHiastep 
ftt Blnffilale,mineis. 
4 
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St Louis to EdwardsTille, is of tbe fdlowingr dimen- 
sions. The circamference of its base is about eisht 
band red yards — its height 90 leet— 4ts shape that of a 
paralieloffram. 

Mr. Flint, who has writteh some fine romandes and 
considerable ** History and Geography of the Western 
States," describes one in Ohio, oetween thirty and 
forty rods in circumference, and seventy feet high. It 
would be well to calculate, upon the ordinary labor of ex- 
cavating canals, how many hands, with spades, wheel- 
barrows, and other necessary implements, it would take 
to throw up such a mound within anj given time. 

Mvunt Miet on the Des Plaines, is about one mile in 
circumference, and 150 feet high, rising lik^ a pyramid 
of sand. In the northwestern part of Illinois, and in 
the Wisconsin tenitory, are mounds of much larger di- 
mensions, and compared to which Monk hill is but a 
mole hilL Mount Charles, Sinsinewa, and the Blue 
Mounds are on a erand scale. The latter range is three 
or four hundred feet high, and has an area of several 
hundred acres of table land on its summit. Springs of 
water gush from its sides. Mr. Brigham has an elegant 
farm on one of these mounds. West of the Arkansas 
territory, in the Osage country, -and near Clermont's 
Tillage, are a number of large, regularly formed mounds, 
two hundred feet hieh, ranging with each other, and 
extending in a line for ten or twelve miles. ^ They are 
level on the top, and contain from two to five aq>e8 of 
table land, and the sides are so steep as to be inacces- 
sible excepting in one or two places. The country around 
is an immense prairicr nearly level. 

These large mounds are of the same, shape and propor- 
tions as the smaller ones. Who supposes these to be works 
of human artf Who will place these among the antiquities 
of a countryl 

If any one will account for the formation of these stu- 
pendous works of nature, in a country of unquestionably 
dilnvial formation, there are men who make no preten- 
sions to the rank of western antiquarians, who will ac- 
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count for the fonnation of the Bmaller ones, of a few feet 
elevation, without the aid of an extinguished race of men. 
Until further evidence of their being the work of men's 
bands, I shall class them among the natural curiosities of 
the country. 



CLIBCATK AKD HKALTH. 

The state of Illinois, extending as it does, through five 
and half degrees of latitude, must possess some variety 
in its climate. Its extensive prairies, and its level sur- 
face, give greater scope to the winds, especially in winter. 
Snow frequently fblls,' but seldom lies long, during the 
three winter months, in the southern portion of the state. 
In the northern portion, the winters are nearly as severe 
as in the same parallel of latitude in the Atlantic states. 
The Mississippi at St. Louis is freauently frozen over and 
passed On the ice, and occasionally for several weeks. The 
hot season is longer,, though not more intense, than occa- 
sionally for a day or two in New England. 

During the years 1817-18-19, the Rev. Mr. Giddings,at 
St. Louis, made a series of observations upon Fareuheit*s 
thermometer, 

Deg. Hand. 
Mean temperature, for 1817, • . • 55 • 52 
Do. do. from the beginning 

of May, 1818, to the end of Apru 

1819 Se . 98 

Mean temperature for 1820 • • . . 56 . 18 
The mean of these results is about fifty six degrees and 
a ouarter. 

fhe mean temperature of each month during the above 
years, is as follows: 

Deff. Hund. 

January 30 . 62 

February 38 . 65 

March 43 . 13 

April • 58 • 47 
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Deg, HniHl. 

May * • • 63 • 66 

June ........ 74 . 47 

July ......... 78 . 66 

Augrost 73 . 88 

September .••... 70 . 10 

October 59 . 00 

November 53 . 13 

December ...... 34 • 33 

Tbe mean temperature of the different seasons is as 
follows: 

Winter, 34. 53-^Spring, M. 74 — Summer, 74.34^Au- 
tumn, 60.77. 

The greatest extremes of hej^t and <ro1d during my re- 
sidence in the country for seventeen years, in the vicinity 
of St. LouH, is as foilowjs: 

Greatest heat in July 1830, and July 1833, 100 degrees. 
Greatest cold January 3d, 1834, 18 degrees below xero. 

The foregoing facts will doubtless apply to about one 
half of Illinois. This climate also is subject to sudden 
changes from beat to cold: from wet to dry, especially 
from November to Magr* The heat of the summer below 
the 40th degree of latitude is more enervating, and the 
system becomes more easily debilitated than in the brae* 
ingatmosphere of a more northerly region. 

The putting forth of vegetation in the spring, furnishes 
data for the most correct conclusions concerning the cli- 
mate of a country. Some facts gathered from the obser- 
vations of a series of seasons, will be presented in the 
appendix. 

tVindi. Southwesterly winds prevail during the spring, 
summer and autum, at least soutn of the forty-first aegree 
of latitude. In the spring, and during ^he rise of the 
Missouri, they are from a more westerly direction, and 
rains are usually more frequent. During the latter part 
of summer and autumn the air is dry and elastic. In the 
months of December and January northwest and northerly 
winds often prevail. Northeast storms are extremely rare, 
unless towards lak'e Michigan. 
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Weaiher, There is a great proportion of clear, plea- 
sant days throughoQt tlie year. Dr. Beck, who resided at 
St. Louis daring the year 1830, made observations upon 
the changes of the weather, and produced the following 
results. 

Clear days, 345.— ^Cloudy, including all the rariable 
days, 110. 

The results of my own obseryations, kept for tweWe 
years, with the exception of 1636, and with some irregu- 
larity, from travelling into different parts of Illinois and 
Missouri during the time, do not vary in any material de- 
gree from the above statement. 

The putting forth of vegetation in the spring furnishes 
some evidence of the character of the ^limate of any coun- 
try, though by no means entirely accurate. Other causes 
combine to advance or retard vegetation. A wet or dry 
season, or a few days of heat or cold at a particular crisis, 
will produce material changes. 

The following table is constructed from memoranda 
made at the various dates given, near the latitude of St. 
Louis, which is computed at 38^ SO'. The observations 
of 1819 were made at St. Charies and vicinitj, in the 
state of Missouri. Those of 1830, in St. Louis county 
17 miles- N. W. firom the city of St. Louis. The re- 
mainder at Rock Spring, Illinois, 18 miles east from St. 
Louis. It will be perceived, the years are not consecu- 
tive. In 1836, the writer was absent to the eastern states, 
and for 1838 his notes were too iinperfect to answer the 
purpose. 

In the columns showing the times of the first snows, 
and the first and last frosts in the season, a little explana- 
tion may be necessary, A ^ light*' ^ow moans merely 
enough to whiten the earth, and which usually disappears 
in a few hours. 

Many of the frosts recorded '* light'* were not severe 
enough to kill ordinary vegetation. 

4* 
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The following observations were made at Augfnsta, 
Hancock county, and kindly furnished by S. B. Mead, 
M. D. 



Gooseberries leav- 




ed out. 




Crab Apple, 


April 13 


Thorn, 


April 14 


Black Hare, 


April 14 


Elm, 




Forest green. 


April 22 


Prairies green 


April 9, 




15. 


First killing frost, 


Sept. 11 


First snow, 


Deo. 2 


Gooseberry in blos- 




som. 


April 13 


Crab Apple, 


April 25 


Wild plum, 


April 13 


Shadbnsh, 


April 12 


Redbud, 


April 19 



1834 



1836 



1835 

April 11 
April 30 
April 30 



May 15 
April 30 

Sept. 23 
Nov. 20 

April 29 
May 9 
April 29 
April 25 
May 6 



The dates are at tlie time Dr. M. first observed this 
progress of vegetation. Augusta is 108 miles, (according 
to the land surveys) north of St. Louis, and is nearly 
equidistant from the northern and southern extremities 
of the state. 

I have before me also from Dr. Mead, a table of Mete- 
orological observations taken during the years 1834, 1835, 
and 1836, a mere epitome of Which I have room to give 
in this place, including the mean temperature for each 
month. The observations were made half an hour after 
snn-rise, at two o'clock, P. M., and half an hour after sun- 
set, from Fahrenheit's Thermometer. 



April 25 


April 28 


April 28 


April 28 


April 28 
May 5 


April 23, 


25 


Oct. 4. 


Nov. 21 


April 24 


May 7 


April 29 
May 6 


May 1, 


15, 20 
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1834 


Deg. Hund. 




Deg. Hund. 


January, 


20.88 


July, 


77 . 69 


February, 


44.48 


Angust, 


77.40 


March, 


46.30 


September, 


64.03 


{£;'; 


67.90 


October, 


66.25 


61.95 


November, 


48.09 


June, 


71.10 


December, 


36.76 






Annual mean 


56.32 


1835 


Deg. Hund. 




Deg. Hund. 


January, 


37.23 


July, 


72 . 61 


February, 


22.72 


August, 


70.87 


March, 


43.91 


September, 


62.23 


April, 


62 . 66 


October, 


67.97 


May, 


68.12 


November, 


40-56 


June, 


71.16 


December, 


36.37 




* 


Annual mean 


62.02 


1836 


Deg. Hund. 




Deg. Hund. 


January, 


31 .82 


July, 


75.03 


February, 


31 .41 


August, 


71 . 69 


March, 


37.39 


September, 


66.00 


April, 


63.08 


October, 


50.65 


May, 


67.40 


November, 


44.89 


June, 


70 . 11 


December, 


24.84 






Annual meau. 


5i.01 




WEAT 


EIKR. 






Fair days. CI 


otidy. Rainy. 


Snow. 


1834 


846 


74 42 


3 


1835 


250 


67 43 


5 


1836 


229 


78 48 


10 



DUeaaeg. The more common diseases of Illinois are 
intermittents, frequently accompanied with bilious symp- 
toms. Those which prove fatal in sickly seasons are 
bilious remittents. More than one half of the sickness 
endured by the people is caused by imprudence, bad 
management, and the want of proper nursing. £ mi^nts 
from the northern states or from Europe, will find it ad- 
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Tantageons to protect themselves from the cool and hu- 
mid atmosphere at flight, to provide close dwellings, yet, 
when the atmosphere is clear, to have their rooms, and 
especially their sleeping rooms, well ventilated, and in- 
variably wear thin clothing in the day, and put ou thicker 
apparel at night or when exposed to wet. 

Families are seldom sick who Kve in comfortable 
honses with tight floors and well ventilated rooms, and 
who upon a change of weather, and especially in a time 
of rain, make e little fire in the chimneyt thongh it may 
be in the midst of summer. 

I have seen but few cases of genuine consumption. 
Affection of the liver is more ■common. Pleurisies, and 
other in^ammatory diseases, prevail in the winter and 
spring. Ophthalmia prevails at some seasons. Dysen- 
tery is not uncommon. Fewer die in infancy than in the 
old states. .^ 

Finally, I am prepared to spedi decidedly in favor of ^ 
the general healUi of Illinois. ' 



CIVIL DIVISIONS. 

There are seventy counties within the state, in sixty 
of which courts are held. In the others the judge of 
the circuit where they lie, is authorised to organise them 
by appointing an election for county officers whenever in 
his opinion there are three hundred and fifty inhabitants 
within their boundaries. Their names, dates of formation, 
number of square mites, population of the state census of 
1836, (with the estimation of certain new counties since 
formed,) and seats of justice are given in the appendix. 

For the purpose of electing representatives to congress, 
the state is divided into three districts, each of which 
sends one representative. 

The first district is composed of the counties of Galla- 
tin, Pope, Johnson, Alexander, Union, Jackson, Frank- 
lin, Perry, Randolph, Monroe, St. Clair, Washington, 
Clinton, Bond, Madison, and Macoupen. 
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The second district includes the counties of White, 
Hamilton, Jeflferson, Wayne, Edwards, Wabash, Law- 
rence, Clay, Marion, Fayette, Montgomery, Shelby, 
Vermilion, Champaign, Edgar, Coles, Clark, Iroquois, 
Crawford, Effingrham and Jasper. 

The third district is composed of 4he following counties: 
Greene, Morgan, Sangamon, Tazewell, Macon, McLean« 
La Salle, Cook, Putnam, Peoria, Henry, Jo Daviess, 
Rock Island, Mercer, Warren, Hancock, McDonou^h, 
Fulton, Knox, Schuvler, Adams, Pike, Calhoun, Will, 
Mc Henry, Benton, Boone, Kane, Ogle, Whiteside, Ste- 
phenson, Winnebago, Coffee, Bureau, and Livingston. 

For Judiciary purposes the state is divided into seven 
circuits, in each of which a circuit judge is appointed. 

The First Judidal Cireuii includes the counties of San- 
gamon, Morgan, Ghreene, Macoupen, Macon, McLean, 
Tazewell, « 

The Seetmd Judidal Ctrcut/ includes the coun^es of Ma- 
dison, St. Clair, Monroe, Randolph, Washington, Clin- 
ton, Bond, Shelby, Fayette, Montgomery, and Effingham. 

The Third Judidal Circuity includes the counties of 
Gallatin, Pope, Johnson, Alexander, Union, Jacks&n, 
Perry, Franklin, Marion, Jefferson, and Hamilton, 
r The Fourth Judidal Circuit includes the counties of 
Edgar, Vermilion, Champaign, Coles, Jasper, Clay, 
Wayne, White, Edwards and Wabash. 

THie Fifth Judidal Circuit embraces the counties of Cal- 
houn, Pike, Adams, Schuyler, Hancock, Warren, Knox; 
McDonough and Fulton. 

The Sixth Judicial Circuit includes the counties of Jo 
Daviess, Rock Island, Mercer, Henry, Putnam, Peoria 
Ogle, and Winnebago. Whiteside is in this circuit; but 
for judicial purposes attached to Ogle county, as are also 
the counties of Stephenson and Boone, formed at the re- 
cent session of the legislature, attached to Winnebago 
county. The judge of the circuit has authority by law to 
authorise them to be organised whenever petition and 
proof is offered that a county contains three haodred and 
fifty inhabitants. 
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The Setsenth JudieUd Circuit inclades the eoonties of 
Iroquois, Cook, Wil], La Salle, Kane, and McHenry. 

Connties are not sabdivided into townships as in Indi- 
ana, Ohio, and the more eastern states. For the conveni- 
ence of holding elections, the coonty commissioner's court 
is required to divide the county into ^^ prednetsy* and de- 
signate the house or place in each precinct where the 
|>ol]8 shall be opened. 

{Hectors throughout the county vote at which precinct 
they please. 



OOTKRNMENT. 

The constitution of Illinois was formed by a convention 
held at Kaskaskia, in August* 1818. It provides for the 
distribution of the powers of government into three dis- 
tinct departments. — ^The legislative, execufhre, and judi- 
ciary. The legislative authority is vested in a general 
assembly, consisting of a senate and house of representa- 
tives. Elections are held biennially, as are the ordinary 
sessions of the legislature. Senators are elected for four 
years. 

The executive power is vested in the governor, who is 
chosen every fourth year b^ the electors for representa- 
tives, but the same person is ineligible for the next suc- 
ceeding four years. The lieutenant governor is also cho- 
sen every four years. 

The judicial power is vested in a supreme court, and 
such inferior courts as the general assembly from time to 
time shall establish. The supreme court consists of a 
chief j ustice and three associate j ud ges. 

The governor and judges of the supreme court consti- 
tute a council of revision, to which all bills that have 
passed the assembly must be submitted. If objected to 
oy the council of revision, the same may become a law 
by the vote of a majority of all the members elected to both 
houses. 
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Synopsis of the Puhlie Officers, Ihrms of Service, Manner 
of jfypointment, and Compensation* 

Chmemor — Elected by the people, for four years; Salary 
$1000 perannum: eliorible for one term only in sacoession; 
^Salary cannot be diminished during his continuance in 
office. 

Lieutenant Chvemor — Elected by the people, for four 
years; paid per day during the session of the legrislature; 
$ 6 per day during the last session. He is' speaker of the 
senate, and becomes Governor in case of a vacancy in the 
latter office. 

Secretary of State — Appointed by the Governor and Se- 
nate during pleasure; Salary $ 1100 per annum, including 
clerk hire; and j| 300 per annum, for additional clerk hire 
for 1837 and 1838. Office at Vandalia. 

Juditor ofPubHc JS^eeeunts — Elected by the legislature 
biennially; Salary $ 800; two clerks, $ 400 each; with ad- 
ditional for clerk hire during 1837 and 1838, jg 400 per 
annum. Office at Vandalia. 

Treasurer — Elected by the legislature biennially; Sa- 
lary $ 800; clerk hire $ 800 per annum. Office at Van- 
dalia. 

Mjutant (renerttj^Appointed by the Governor during 
pleasure; Salary jf 100. Office at Vandalia. 

Supreme JtMEg^es— Elected by the legislature during good 
behaviour; Salary $ 800, with an extra compensation for 
1837 and 1838 of |[ 200. 

Clerk of the Supreme Couri^^Appointed by the cdurt du- 
ring good behaviour; fees. Office at Vandalia, 

Circuit Judges — Elected by the legislature during good 
behaviour; Salaries $ 750, with an additional allowance 
of $ 350, dnring 1837 and 1838, excepting the judge of 
the sixth judicial circuit. 

Clerks of the Circuit Cour/«— Appointed by the courts, 
daring good bebavioun fees. Offices at the respective 
seats of justice. 
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Momey CkneroU-^l^lecXe^ by the legfslittire biennially; 
Salary $ 350 and fees. Office to be Icept at Vandalia. 

Six Staters i^/<oni€y»— Elected i}y the legislatare bien- 
irially; Salaried $ 250, and fees. 

Agent for the Sale of Saline i^anifo— Elected by the lo* 
gislatnre biennially; Salary || 300. 

Three Canal C^mmMtton«r0*-Eleeted by the legislature 
biennially; Compensation |i5per diem, while engaged 
iu actual business. 

Three Fund Commissioners on Internal Improvement^^ 
Elected bieonially by the Tegisiature; pay $5 per diem 
while actually employed. 

Seven Commissioners of the Board- of PuhUe Works-^ 
Elected biennially by the legislature; pay jjS5 per diem 
whUe in aeetual serviee. 

Warden of the Penitentiary — Elected by the legislature 
biennially; Salary jS 800. 

Three Injectors of the iSami«— Elected by the legklature 
biennially; compensation per diem jj 2; but not to exceed 
$ 50 per annum. 



GENERAL ASSBMBLT. 

Number of Senaiors^t 40 — Elected for four year8» 
Number of Representatives^ 91— -Elected biennially; com« 

pensatioB regulated by law each session; $^^ day last 

session. 



OmCKRS OF rvX OBNBRAL ASSSMtiLT. ^ 

Lieuienant Qonemor^ {speaker of the Senate^) pay last 
•esston $ 6 per day. 

Secretary of the Senate — pay at laftt session, ^6 per day, 
mad j$ 350 for famishing a copy of his Jourtial for ihe 
press. 

Msistmi Secretary of the Senate-^p^j at last session, 
ji 5 per day. 
5 
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Enrolling and Engrossing Clerk of ike Senaie^jpvj at 
last sessioo jg& per day. 

Doorke^er of the Senate — ^pay at last eesttion $ 4 per day. 

Speaker of the House of Bepresentaiivea^-'Tp^y at the last 
aession, $ & per day. 

Principal Clerk of the House of Represeniatives^-^ptty at 
the la&t session {{ 6 per day, and $ 350^ for preparing his 
Journal for the press. 

Assistant Clerk of the House of RepreaentaHneS'^zj at 
last session^D 5 per day. 

Enrolling and Engrossing Clerk of the House of Repre' 
senfatives — pay at last session, j|| 5 per day. 

Doorkeeper of ike House of Mepresentaiives^p«y $ 4 per 
day. 

There is some rariation in compensation each session. 
From^O to 25 per cent, was added by the Iji^te legislature 
to former rates, which does not eqnal the increased Talne 
of labor in every other branch of business witfaia the last 
two years. The It^islature usually sits. from 70 to 90 
days. Last session continued 93 days. 

The amount of the pay of the legislature, with the pre- 
sent number of members, at a session of^O days, at {||4 
per day, is {|| 46,080. 

Officers aud Clerks of the legislature, $ 5,380. 

Contingent expenaes per session, fot fuel, stationary. 
Impairs, furniture, etc., {jS 6^000. 

Public printing of various kinds, including binding and 
distributiug the Uws, journals, etc., $ 12,000. 

Making the biennial expenses for legislation, about 
$ 70,000, or It 35,000 per annum. 

The appropriations for the contingent fund for 1837, 
*38, are $ 4000 per annum. 

Salaries of the Bxecutiv;e and Judiciary officers, $ 18, 
700; making the whole ordinary annual expenditures of 
the state about $ 53,700; 

The revenue of the state is derived principally from 
land taxes. The tax on lands of residents goes into the 
county treasuries, for county purposes, while tlie tax on 
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Ihe lands of non-residents goes into the state treasary for 

state purposes. ' 

The quantity of land sebject to taxation on the first of 

Angrustj 1836, was 5,^35,041 acres. And the quantity sah- 

ject to taxation 

In 1837 will h^ 5,674,462 

In 1838 5,903,127 

In 1839 6,363,367 

In 1840 6,616,380 

In 1841 ' 7;837,318 

And in 1843 aboni 13,000,000 

Lands sold by the general government are not snbjeet 

to taxation under five years after purchase. 



COUNTY OFFICERS. 

Judges o/jPro5flrfe—Formerly elected by the legislature, 
during good behaviour; herea^r to be elected by the peo- 
ple; fees. 

Sheriffs — Elected by the people, biennially; fees. 

Coroners — Elected by the people, biennially; feds. 

County Commissioners — ^Three in each county, to man- 
age ckionty concerns; Elected by the people biennially: 
$ 150 per day while employed in court. Regular sessions, 
first Mondays in March, June, September, and December. 

Couniy Cierk — Elected by the people^ collector of taxes 
on non- residents' lands, fees; and per diem allowance 
while attending court. 

County Treasurer — Hereafter elected by the people, bi- 
ennially; per centage and per diem allowance, on moneys 
received and services performed. 

County Sunteyors — Elected by the people quadrennial- 
ly; fees. 

- County Recorders — Elected by the people quadrennial- 
ly; fees. 

Justices of the Peace — Elected by the people quadrenni- 
ally; fees. 

ComMUs — Ejected by the people quadrennially; fees. 
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NUarie» Public — Appointed by tht Governor Md^ S^ 
nate, during good behaviour; fees. 

Superviiors of iSooeb— Appciated by the county com- 
Jttissionerfi annually; exempt from military duty and serv- 
ing on juries, but receive no other compeosatioo. 

Public Mministrator — Appointed by t^ Goveraor tnd 
Senate; term indefinite; fees. 

Commissioner of the school funds arising froiQ the sale 
of the sections numbered sixteen; appointed by the conn- 
ty oommtssioners, who fix his compensation. 

The right of suffrage in universal. All white male in* 
habitants, twenty-one years of age« who have resided 
within the state six months next preceding the eleetiono^ 
enjoy the right of electors. 

Votes are given viva voce* The introduction of slavery 
is prohibited. The ooBstittitioQ can be altered only by a 
convention. 



PLANS OF INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 

Tliose undertaken by the state jure embraced in two di- 
.vislons. The. Illinois arid Mir:higan canal, and the inter- 
nal improvement system adopted by the legielatare Uat 
winter. 

The project of uniting the waters of the Illinois river 
with Lake Michigan was conceived soon aftisr the com- 
meqcement of the grand canal of New York. It w«8 
brought before the legislature of Illinois, at its first se«- 
iiion after the state government was organised by Gover- 
nor Bond. The legislature, in February, 1833, appointed 
a board of commissioners to survey the route and esti- 
jnate the cost^ and make report to the next legislature, 
which was done. These commissioners employed Col. 
Post and Col. Paul of Missauri as en^rineers. They ex- 
amined five different routes for a portion of the disUnce« 
^nd estimated the expeese of each route. They varied 
from about ji!640,000, to 21716,000. The estimate.of the 
fifth roate wae upon the project of naing lake Miehigaa 
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ftlofie for a ieedbr liy direciiflg a portion of its walers to 
tfa@ Illinois river, and was a fraction short of |^690,000. 

Upon Ihe r^M)rtof these surveys the leja^islatare passed 
« bill to inoorporate the '^* Illinois and Michigan Candl 
OoiapanyV in lanoaryv 1825. No stock having beea 
tal^en, the legislature, at a special. session, the next win^ 
ter, repealed ^he law chartering the company. 
. The embaucassments of the state in its finances, grow- 
ing out of the ruinous policy of a state bank without eapi^ 
ta^ prevented any thing further from being done until 
January, 1829, when the legislature passed an aot to or- 
ganise a board of commissioners, with power to employ 
^ents,engineers,^eurveyors,draftS9aett, and other persons, 
to explore, examine, fix, and determine the route of tfa« 
«atta1< 

The eongrr^is of the United States had made proTLBioti 
by an act passed March 2d, 1827, to give the state each 
alternate section of land, within &Ye miles of the contemp 
plated canal. 

The commissioners were authoneed to sell this. land, 
to lay off town sites and sell lots, and apply the funds. 

Accordingly they laid off Chicago near the lake; and 
Ottawa, at the junction of Fox river and the Illinois. 
Town lots and tracts of land were sold, a skilful en- 
gineer employed, surveys were made with more particu^ 
larity, the surface of the earth perforated, the waters at a 
low stage examined, and estimates of jthe expense made. 
It was now ascertained that a supply of water in dry 
aeasons, from the streams on its route, was doubtful, 
mnd that the rock approached so near the surface on the 
•ammit level between the Chicago, and the Des Plaines, 
as to present a serious obstacle to using the lake for a 
feeder. 

The subsequent legislature authorised a re-examination 
to be made with a view to a railway, and to ascertain 
whether the waters of the Calamic could not be obtained 
in sniiGient quantities for a feeder. 

The result was in the report of the engineer to the com- 
missioDers; and by them io the legislature, decidedly in 
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tfkvt>f of a railway. To this pfo}eet congress has gma 
its assent. 

Two estimates of the expense of a canal were suh- 
iftitted. The first was on the plan of followingr the Sam* 
mit ten feet above the level of lake Michigan and depend 
-on streams for feeders. 

Total cost of the entire line of 9&| miles j01,6(^l,96S 
%% Cost on the same location by ohtaimng a snppl j of 
water from take Michigan, by catting throagh the ditldt- 
ing ridge between the lake and the head waters of the 
Illinois river, maoh of it rock excavation, j$4,043',066 
50. 

The estimated cost of a railway with a single track laid^ 
distance 96 miles, is $l,m^i2S 19. 

During the summer of 1833, the late Mr. Pngh, visited 
New York, to obtaio information of the relative cost end 
valoe of canals and railways, and to ascertain whether 
lands conld be obtained, aad on what terms, to complete 
this work. 

• The state not ha^g means at. its disposal, and the 
session having drawn toward a close, the whole business 
was postponed, by abolishing the office of canal commis- 
sioners. 

At a special session of the legislature held in the win- 
ter of 1635*-6, an act was passed for the constni^oa 
of the Illinois Snd Michigan Canal, the Governor was 
authorised te negociate a loan on the faith and credit of 
the state, not exceeding {||500,000, a board of three com- 
misstoners was organised, with full power to employ eii^ 
fineers, let contracts, dispose of property and carry on the 
whole business on behalf of the state. One is styled the 
^' acting commissioner'^ with a salary of twelve handred 
dollars per annum; the others to be styled '^ President and 
** Treasurer," and to receive compensation for the time of 
their services at the rate of three dollars per day. Th^ 
kw specified that said '* Canal shall commence at or 
near the town of Chicago, and terminate near the mouth 
of LiUle Vermilion in La Salle county,, and on land owned 
kj the state. The law iurthermere provided that ^ said 
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«aDd1 shonld.nat he ^em thmn (brty-fi^e f&^ tri^ At IH^ 
nHr&ce, thirty feet at the hase, and (»f BuffieieBt <)epth to 
.ensure a na;?igation of at least foor feet, to be suitable for 
cvdinary eanal boat na?igation, to be 8u|)piied with water 
from Lak» Miohigaii, and sach other sourees as the eain^ 
^omfarisstonsrs may think proper, aad to be constructed 
in the manner best calculated 4o promote the permanent 
interest of the country; reserving- ninety feet oH' each side 
of the canal to enlarge its capacity^ whenever in the opin- 
ien of the board of land commissioaers, the public ^ood 
4riia]l rei^nire it." 

The commissioners, after a reexamination of the routia, 
sod obtaining due information from all sources, ** deters 
mined to adopt the recommendation of the chief engineet, 
«a4 construct it of the following dimensions; to wit:-^ 
•iKty feet wide at the top water line; thirty six feet wide 
at tlie bottom; and six feet <Uep. The irregular fluctua- 
tions, or tides in the Jakes, occasioned by theactton of 
high winds, rendered the depth agreed upon, indispen- 
eaUy necessary to itmnre a navigation of at least fouhr 
feet," 

-' This stupendous work commences on the North fork 
of the South branch of Chicago river, four miles to the 
southwest of the city of Chicago,, (the riVer itself form- 
ing a deep and naturul canal from this point to the har- 
bour,) and from thence extends to the Des Plaines river 
seven and half miles, at a place called ^* the Point of 
Oaks.*' This division presents a catting 18 feet deep, 
through a substratum of sti^* blue day. From thence 
down the valley of the Des Plaines to the running out 
of the lake level, d5 miles, the cutting is from 16 to 16 
feet deep, principally through stratified limestone, in stra- 
ta from two to sik inches thick. On section 23, T. 36 
N. R. 70, E. of ^he third principal division, the commis- 
sioners have laid out a town on state property, one mile 
Bqnare, called Lockmrt Here are to be two' locks, ten 
feet lift each, placed in conjunction, so as to create twenty 
feet fell«4iad an immense water power from the surplus 
water drawn from Jake Michigan. Here, also, will be 
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feet wide. From Lockport the oaual pioceeds down tba 
valley of Des Plainea, to Juliet wbera it crosses by a dain^ 
its iiue THDs past Marseilles, and crosses Fex river by 
an aqueduct betwixt the main bluff and. Ottawa. A 
naTigabLe feeder, will connect it with the rapids of Fox 
river, four miles above Ouawa» and extend through tha 
town to the lilinois river, where a natural basin, of deep 
water, is at the mouth of Fox river. Below Ottawa^ tha 
canal passes down the right bank of the Illinois, near ifaa 
bluffs, crosses the Pe-cum-sangan, and Little V^rmilieii, 
and enters the Illinois river, in the corner of fracUonal 
section 21, in township 33, N. Range one, east of the third 
principal meridian. To this point the Illinois is naviga- 
ble for steamboats at all stages of water. A steamboat 
basin, or harbor, is to be constructed, and a large towa 
laid off on section 16, near the termination of the canal. 

The whole length of the canal including Fox river 
feeder, will be 100 miles, and 28 <shains, to which add 
Chicago river, of 6 mibs an444 chains, gives 106 miles 
and 72 chains for the entire length of the navigable lino^ 
. The work has been arranged by the board of commis- 
sioners into thiee divisions, as given in the following 



k General Summary* 

1. Summit Division, including Chicago 
river, 34 miles^ 36, 78-100 chains, es- 
timated cost by the Engineer, ^ 6,871,324 97 

2. Middle Division, 37 fliiies, 66,80-100 

chains, estimated cost, 1,610,967 46 

3. Western Division, and Fox river 

feeder, 33 miles, 61 ^0-100 chains, cost 1,272,066 08 

Total estimated cost ^8,664,337 61 

The legislature, at its late session, authorised a sur- 
vey of the Calumet, and tha Saaga-nas-ke vallay with 
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4ke view ofxonstmcting a Urteral canal, to fsfdn a oaTtga*- 
ble communicatiofl from the main canal to the Caliifnet, 
from which it is expected a water communication wiJl be 
made in the elate of Indiana to the Wabash and Erie 
canal. 

Mesources, The resoarces of the state to meet the cost 
of this stupendous work, which will connect the navitra- 
h\e waters of the Mississippi and Illinois^ with the lakes 
of Canada, the -gulf of St, Lawrence, and the canals 
and other lines of commuQieation in Ohio, Pennsylvania 
and New York, arise from the sales of town lots and 
Jands along the line of this work. 

Each alternate section, along the line (^f the canal, and 
ien miles in width, has been granted by congress for -the 
purpose. During last year, 375 lots were sold in Cbicar 
l^,fof the gross amount of orie millioB^tliree hundred and 
£fty live thousand, seven hundred andfifty^ve dollars. Jo 
Ottawa, 7a lots sold for 21,358 dollars. The unsold lands 
for canal purposes, belonging to the state amount to 370, 
182 acres, which, including the town lots laid off, are es- 
timated equal to the expense of the canal. 

Amount of sales for lands and town lots previous to 
1833, 018,798 08| 

Sale of lote at Chicago in June, 1836, after dedtict* 
ing forfeitures, jj^ 1,355,755. 
. Sale of4oUin Ottawa, September, 1836, £21,358. 

The estimated value of the lots in the town of Locl&> 
port, and the town laid off at the termination of the canal 
is one million and a-half dollars. The remainder of the 
xanal lands may be estimated at 20 dollars per acre. 

The project of this canal is a vast enterprise for so 
young a state, but truly national in its character, and will 
constitute one of the main arteries in eastern and westera 
(tommnnicatioH. The yvork is going forward, and from 
five to eight years is the period estimated for its com** 
pletion., 

Already commerce, in no small extent, is passing alon|r 
that line. Merchants from $t. Louis, from along thellli- 
nois river, from Galena and the Wisconsin territory, and 
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especially from the Wabash^ver as far soath as Terr© 
Haate, bring iheir goods that way. 

Were a cominutiieation opened between the narigable 
waters, the distance from New York to St. Louis would 
be passed in from sixteen to twenty days. 

The following result is founded upon information 
gathered by the commissioners*. 

From New York to Buffalo, 5 days.—From Buffalo to 
Chioigo, by steamboats fitted for lake narigation, 8 daym 
—From Chicago to the foot of the'rapids on the railway, 
estimating the speed at 3 miles an hour 33 hours. — ^From 
the foot of the rapids to St. Louis, by steamboats, 48 hours. 

The whole distance can be passed over in sixteen days, 
but giving four days additional time, and the trans]^rta^ 
tioH on this route can be made in twenty days. 

The shipments through Otiicago in 1832, amontited to 
300,000 dollars. In 1833, from April 8 to September 10^ 70 
schooners and 3 steamboats had discharged their cargoes. 

In 1835^ the arrivals were' 9 steamboats, 267 schooners 
and brigs, with 5015 tons of merchandise, ^nd 9400 barrels 
of sdt, besides lumber, provisions, etc. 

In 183u, from April 18th to December 1st, the arrirals 
at Chicago were 40 steamboats, 10 ships and barques, 
36 brigs, 363 schooners, and 8 sloops equal to 60,000 tens. 

The commercial and consequently the agricultural in- 
terests of the whole valley of the Mississippi, are con- 
eerned in the result of this undertaking. For whatever 
amount of produce is thrown off through this channel to 
the Canadas and New York, it tncreases the advantages 
of a market for the commerce that floats down the Missis- 
sippi. The Missouri, and the Wisconsin territory are no 
less interested in opening this comnmnication. In accept- 
ing the donation of land made by the general government, 
the honor and credit-of Illinois is really pledged for the suc- 
tsess of this enterprise. There is then no ground for retreat, 

1 regret the prescribed limits of this work wilt net 
permit me to exhibit the important bearing that the 
success of this project will have upon the fur bi^siness, 
the lead manufacture, the Indian trade, the rapid settltf- 
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ment and improvemeiit of aU the northern portion of the 
state, and the adjaeent territory, and upon the prosperity 
of the farmingr commnnity throughout our whole interior. 
It oufl^ht to be noticed that a project is bow in progress 
io Michigan to construct a railway across the peninsula 
from Detroit to the mouth of the St. Joseph's river, which 
enters lake Michigan nearly opposite and east from Chi- 
cago. This would save the circuitous route by water, and 
greatly lessen the distance and jisk. 



GREAT INTERNAL IMPBOTEMENT SYSTEM. 

At the late session of the legislature^ (1836-7) an act 
was passed to establish and maintain a general system of 
Internal Improvement. 

It provides for a " Board of Fund CommtMionera^'*^ of 
three persons, and a '* Board of Commiaaioners of Public. 
Warka^^ of seven persons one in each judicial circuit. 

The Board of Fund Commissioners are authorised .to 
negoeiate all loans, authorised by the legislature, on the 
fiiithmnd credit of the state for objects of Internal Im- 
IMOvement; receive, manage, deposit, and apply all sums 
of money, and manage the whole fiscal concerns of the 
improvement system. 

The Board of Public Works are authorised and re- 
quired to locate, superintend, direct, and construct on 
behalf of the state all works of internal improvement, 
which are or shall be authorised to be undertaken by the 
state (except the Illinois and Michigan Canal, which is 
managed b^ a distinct Board.) This Board is required 
iohold semiannual meetings in June and Pecember. Each 
nember has specific char^ of that portion of the works that 
&lls within his own distnct. They are required to execute 
the works by letting out contracts, except in special cases. 

The Fund Commissioners are authorised to contract 
loans by issuing state stock at a rate not exceeding six 
per eentsra per annum, and to an amount not exceedtng^ 
eight milliost of dollars, redeemable after 1870. 
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W0RK9 or IMraoyiMBNT PR0T1DKD FOR. 

!• The Great Wabash riYet in co-opera tion vflh tiie 
state of Indiana, in that part over which both states hav« 
ooncurrent jurisdistioa; appropuated jJilOOfOOO, 

8. . Illinois rivers, {^100,000. 

3. Rock river, {^100,000. 

4. Kaskaskia river, {^50,000. 

5. Little Wabash river jS5Q,000. 

6. On the Great Western Mail Route leading from 
Vincennes to St. Lods. {^50,000. 

7. A railroad from the city of Cairo, at or near the 
janction of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, via Vandalia 
Shelby ville, Deoatnr and Bloomington;— to cross the lilt* 
Dois river, at the termination of the Illinois and Michigaa 
oanaU and from thence, via Savanna to Galena, appro- 
priated j^,500/)00. 

This is called the ^ Central Rail road,** by the people. 

8. A southern cross railroad from Alton, via Edwsrds- 
ville, Carlyle, Salem, Fairfield, Albion to meant Carmel;' 
from whence it is expected a line will be extended ihroogb 
Indiana to New Albany, and become connected with the 
gfreat railroad chartered and surveyed from the Ohioiiver 
to Charleston, South Carolina. 

- Also a railroad from Alton to Shawneetown, to diverge 
from the aforesaid southern cross railroad at Edwards- 
ville, and pass throoeh Lebanon, Nashville, Piockney- 
ville, Frankfort and Equality. 

And further, a railroad from Belleville via Lebanon, and 
to intersect the road from Alton to Meant Carmel. This last 
will pass near Rock Spring. Appropriated {$1,760,000* 

9. A northern cross railroad from Quincy on the Missis^ 
aippi river, via Columbus^ Clayton^ Mount Sterling, tocross 
the Illinois river at Mereaosia, and to Jacksonville, 
Sprigfield, Decatur, Sydney, Danville, and tiience to the 
state line in the direction of Lafayette, Indiana, and thos 
form a line of communication with the great works in In- 
diana, and to the eastern states. Appropriated #1 ,850,000* - 
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I(K A raBroad^from AJton via Upper Altcm, HSHtboM, 
Shelby8Yill9,eliafle»lon, Parts, and from theaeeie the state 
line 411 the direction of Terre Haute, Indiana, where it 
will be eeimeeled with railroad and eanal comrimnieetioiie 
through that state, both in an esters and soatliern direetion* 
Appropriated, #1,250^)00. 

II. A railroad from Peoria, via OanCon, Kf^oo)^ ^^ 
Garihafl^e to Warsaw, on the Mississippi.at the foot of the 
Dea Moines rapids. Appropriated t700,OOQ. 

13. A railroad from Bloomington, to Mackinao, and 
from thence twe branehes to the illiaots river;— *one 
through Tremont to Pekin; the other to Peoria. Appro* 
pciated $350,OOQ. 

An appropriation of $200^0 was made to those counties 
through which no railroad or eanal is made at the cost of 
the state) to be in a rateable proportion to the oensos of 
1835, and to be applied in the imprevemeni of roadst 
bridges and other public works by the eouatiea. 



IMTEIlKAi. iMPROTBMEHT FUND. 

The special fund for ^is purpose shall consist of all 
money 9 raised from state bonds, or stock, or other loans^ 
quthorised by l^w;^«al1 appropriations made from tioie ta 
time out of the revenue of the state arising from land taxesi 
-p-aU tollssnd rents ef water privileges and other tolls from 
t,he works when constructed ;-<-all rests, profits and issues 
^ptp lands to be pnrchased on the routefi;«^the proceeds 
q( all donatimis of lands from the general government, or 
6$tm individuals, companies, or corporations;-— a portion of 
the proceeds of the surplus fund distributed by congress! 
together with the net proceeds el all bank and other stocks 
'subscribed and owned by the state after liquidating the in* 
tpreat on loans tontraoted £ot the purchase of auch bank 
«r other stocks. 

A aubse(|uent eqactment authorised the Fund Oommis* 
siouers to subscribe two millions of dollars stock to the 
$tats Bsnk Qf UUnmtt luid one milUoa fosr hooditsd 
6 
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thoasand dottm to the Illinoii bank at^SliawiieefowRt, by 
tbe creation ef six per emit* ttock. The net proeeeda of 
this stock, after paying interest on the loans will eqaalsix 
per centam per annam, or prodoce an annaal rerenne to 
the Internal Improvement fund of $180,000. 

The interest of the state in all these works^ all their 
proceeds, with the faith of the state, are irrevocably 
pledged for the payment of the interest and the redemp- 
tion of the principal of all s^Ksk and loans for Internal Im- 
provement. 

The improvement of the great western mail rente from 
Vineennes to St, Lonis, and the special appropriation to 
to the counties, are to be provided for from the first loans 
made. 

' The improvement of the rivers is to be for steam, keel 
and- flat beats; to be commenced at their months and con- 
tinued up as far as the appropriations admit. 

The rail loads are to be commenced at their intersection 
with navigable rivers, and commercial towns, and as soon 
as five miles of any one line is completed the commis- 
sioners are requir^ to place thereon locomotives and 
facilities of transportation, to establish tolls, etc. 

Oongpreiss has made an appropriation to improve the 
navigation of the Mississippi at the rapids — a work of im- 
mense inportance to the northern part of this state, and 
the Wisconsin Territory. 

The improveAent of the navigation of the Mississippi 
should be regarded and urged as strictly a national work. 
There are two rapids in the Mississippi river, which, in 
times of low water, impede the progress of steamboats. 
One is near the month of the Des Moines^ and adjoining" 
Hancock county, where tbe water descends over sand 
vocks 25 feet 5 inches in about 11 miles. The other 
commences at Rock Island and extends about fifteen 
miles. The descent of the water in that distance is 21 
feet 10 inches. In both of these rapids there are ledger 
of rocks, with Intervals of deep water, extending across 
llie river. 

The harbor at Cbieago, ne«rty completed by the gene- 
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nA goTerament ^11 be of itemenee beviefit UrHbat plaoe 
and all the northern portion of the state. It will form one 
of the finest harbors in all the northern lake country. 

The National Hood is in progress through this statcf, 
and considerable inprovemcnt lias been made on that 
portion which lies between Vandalia and the boundary 
of Indiana. This road enters Illinois at the northeast 
4sorner of Clark county, and passes diagonally through 
Coles and Effingham counties in a southwesterly course 
to YaDdalia, a distance of 90 miles. The road is esta- 
blished 80 feet wide, the central part, 30 feet wide, 
raised above standing water, and not to exceed three 
degrees from a level. The base of all the abutments of 
bridges must be equal in thickness to one third of the height 
of the abutment. 

But little bas been done on this road during the last two 
years. About $220,000 of appropriated funds now remain 
on hand, and arrangements are in progress to work oat 
this fund duriner the present season. 

From Vandalia, westward, the road is not yet located, 
but the legislature of Illinois with great unanimity have 
consented to its passage through the state, only on the 
contingency it shall pass Alton and cross tlie Mississippi, 
above the mouth of the Missouri. 

Many companies have been incorporated for the con- 
struction of short canals, rail roads and turnpike roads, 
some of which will be noticed in connection with towns 
etc. 

A railroad from Naples to Jacksonville, now undergoing 
construction ;— another rail road from Jacksonville via 
Lynnville and Winchester to the Illinois river c^posite 
Augusta. A third railway has been commenced from Chi- 
/ cage to the Des Plaines, twelve miles over level prairies 
and designed to extend across the state to Galena. 

Another railroad is now under contract and working 
from the Mississippi, opposite St. Louis, across the Ameri- 
can Bottom to the coal mines in the bluffs of St. Olair 
county. Governor John Reynolds, George £• Walker, 
Vital Jarrot, S. B. Chandler and L<wis Boisnemiown the 
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land att^htre^ooBlneneed thUnHroadt six mites lotig« 
whieh will be compleied before the doee of the present 
year. They own a strip of hind Rionjf the blnflfe for three 
miles in extent, fiHed with ezhaustless beds of hitumi" 
Dous eoaU from which it is expected that not less than one 
tnillion of basheis of coal will be transported annualiy to 
the river. 

No state in the union possessed soch faeilittes for Intep- 
conamunioation by canals and railways, at so cheap a rate 
and which can be so equally distribnted to its popiilation, 
as Illinois^ 



KOeCATlOK. 

The coA^ress of the United States, in the act #or admit- 
ting theatate of Illinois into the union upon equal footing 
with the other western states, granted to it the section 
numbered sixteen in every towimip, or one thirty*sixth 
part of all the .public lands within the state, for the nse 
of schools. The avnils of this section are understood to 
constitute a fund for the benefit of the families Itvinf 
within the surveyed township, and not the portion of a 
common fund to be applied by the state for the general 
purposes of education. 

Three per cent of the net proceeds of all the public 
laads, lying within this state, which shall be sold after 
the 1st of January, 1819, is to be paid over by the general 
governmeot4 and. constitute a common fund for education 
under the direction of the state aothority. One sixth of this 
three per eent« fund, is to l>e exclusively bestowed upon 
4t college, or aniversity. 

Two entire townships, or 46,080 acres selected frbm 
choice portions of the public lands, have likewise beea 
f iVen to education. Part of this land has been sold by 
Slate authority and the avails funded at six per eenu in^ 
tacest. 

The ameunt of funds realised from these sources, and 
under charge of the statOf (indsfesdent of the sixteenth 
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aections,) is about J0384«f83, the interest of which Is now 
distiibiited anDoallj to such schools as make due returns 
to the proper authority. 

By a recent act of the legislature, a moiety of the ** itur' 
pkuifund,^^ reeeiyed from the national treasury, is to be 
converted into bank stock, and the income to be distribu- 
ted to common schools. The income of the three per cen- 
tum from the sales of public lands, will continue as long 
as there are public lands to be sold. ^ 

The unsold lands in this state belonging to the general 
ffOTernment, may be estimated at 18,0(K),000 of acres. 
Were this sold at the present minimum price, it would 
produce {^3,500,000, of which three per cent, would be 
67&,(M)0 dollars. 

But it is highly probable that this immense domain will 
not all be sold at ks present price; w-e will put the ave- 
rage value at 75 c^nts per acre, or || 13,500,000, of which 
three percent, belonging to this state,^would give j|405j000 
lor education purposes. 

The amount of the sections numbered sixteen, and re- 
served for schools in the respective townships^ was esti- 
mated by the commissioner of public lands, and reported 
to Congress in April, 1833, at 977,457 acres in Illinois. 

This tract is not usually sold until the township in 
which it lies is somewhat populated, and hence commands 
a higher price than other lands. The section in the vicin- 
ity of Chicago was^ sold in November, 1833, (after r»> 
Berifing twelve acres,) for ||38,705. Olher tracts in set- 
tled portions of the state have been sold for from five to 
ten dollars per acre. 

Estimating the whole at two dollars per acre, the 
value is ||l,954,914. 

Present fund at interest, $ 384,183 

: Value of Seminary lands unsold, 80,000 

Value of sections numbered sixteen, 1,954,914 

Estimate of the three per eenU fuud on all 
public land now unsold in the state, at 
75 cents per acre^ 405,000 

6* j8ai764^097 
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To this add the moiety of the surplus fand to be in« 
Tested in bank stock and the inootne to be distributed with 
the interest on the school fund, eqxial to 318,500 dollars; 
but as it is Ihible to be demanded by the general govern- 
metit, I b«ire not considered it any portion of the perma* 
Beht schoid fund* 

The funds and claims of Illinois for education por* 
poses may be estimatnd at three milliens of doUart, 

But it is sincerely and ardently- hoped that the patriot- 
ism, foresight, intelli^enceY and liberality of congress^ after 
xeducing the price of the public fande to the actual setUBr 
and cultivator, will be manifested in applying all fniare pre- 
eeeds to the object of common schools, by some equitable 
apportionment amongst the several states of the Union. 
Httherto these lands have been pledged for the payment 
of the national debt* That betug now aceompUslied, £ 
Oannot but hope this question wilt be settled to the entire 
satisfaction of all parties, by a conseoratioii of the net 
proceeds to the nobie, beneficent, and truly national pur- 
pose of educating every child in the Union. Such a dis- 
position of the public domain would reflect more honor on 
this nradon, and tend more to its aggrandisement, than a 
hundred wars or a'thousand victories. It would provide 
lor a triamphant conqoest of hnman ignorance, and carry 
|oy and gladness to millictns of hearts. 

Notwithstanding the liberal provision in funds and lands 
€st education, little has yet bee^ done by the legislature 
in providing a system for common schools. A law was 
framed in 1825, providing for school districts to become 
incorporated, by the action of the county commissionen^ 
eooru, upon apetition of a majority of the qualified voters 
of any settlement. The voters in each district, by a m»- 
jority of votes, could leyy a tax not exceeding one half 
|ier centum on property, and appoint trustees and other 
oflhrers to manage the business. 

This feature of the law was soon made unpopular, and 
a subsequent legislature repealed that portion that antho- 
tised the levying of a tax, and made other modifications, 
by which it remains on the statute book as a matter of 
' Uttto value. 
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The preambTe to this law estabHshetl beyond controrev* 
ej, the grreat principles for kgislati^re authority and aid 
for common schools. It reads thus:^* 

** To enjoy our rights and liberties, we must nadeN 
stand them;— their security and protection oucjrht to be th4 
first object of a free people;— and it is a well established 
fact that no nation has erer continued long In the cnJo3F« 
ment of enril and political freedom, which was not hdh 
virtuous and enlightened; — and believing that the ad* 
Tancement of titeratare always has been, and ever will 
be the means 9f developing more dilly the rights of man; 
ihat the mind of every citizen of every yepublie, is the 
common property of society, and constitutes the basis fk 
its sti^gth and happinefl8;—4t is donsideted the fMcn liar 
iaty of a free governments like ours, to eAcourage and 
extend the improvement and ciiUivation of the ioteileot^ 
ual energies of the whole: Therefore, 

*^ Be it emiettd, ^.^ 

Provision now exists by lav^ for the people to organise 
themselves fnto school districts, and to conduct thenffairs 
of the school in a corporate capacity by trustees, and they 
can derive etd from public funda under dontrol of the 
•tate. 

Upon petition from the inhabitants of a township, the 
section numbered sixteen can lie sold, and the proceeds 
funded, the interest of which may be applied annually 
to the teachers of snch schools wohin the township a« 
conform to the requisites of the law* To some extent the 
people have availed themselves of these provisions an4 
receive the interest of the fund. 

A material defect in all the laws Ihat have bc^en framed 
ifi this state, on this subject, has been in not reqniriitg the 
necessary qualifications on the part of teachers^ and a 
|>revious examination before a competent board or eom- 
mittee. 

Without such a provision no school law will be of much 
real service. The people have suffered much already, an4 
common school education has been greatly retarded bjr 
Uie impeskien ef unqualified aod wortbletaperaooe adder 
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the name of school tea^^rt; and were fuodaerer so llbe- 
Tally bestowed, they wolild prove of little real seryicOf 
without the requisites of sc4>riety, morality, and suffi-' 
oiebtabtUty to. teach w^ 6n the part of those who get 
the pay« 

A complete common scltooltsystem most be organised, 
sooner or later^ and will be sustained by the peo|3e« The 
lands, education funds, and wants of the country, call 
for it. * 

Many good primary schools now exist, and where three 
.or four of the leading families unite and exert their itifltt- 
•nce in favor of the measure^ it is not difficult to have a 
good school. . 

In each county a school commissioner is appointed, to 
toperintend the sales of tlie sixteenth sections, loan the 
money, receive and apportion the interest received from 
this fund and from, the state funds, receive schedule re- 
turns of the number of scholars thai attend each school, 
mod make report annually to the secretary of state. 

The people in any settlement can organise themselves 
into a school district, employ a teacher, and obtain their 
proportion of the income iiom the school funds^ /ttoohM 
the teacher keeps a schedule of the number of scholars utk^ 
siUend, the mumber of days eeih one is present^ and the num- 
her of days each scholar is absent^ a copy of %Mch must be 
eertified by the^ trustees of the district j and returned to the 
wehool commissioners of the county semiannualiy. 

If the school is made up fcom parts of two or more 
lownships, a separate schedule of the scholars from each 
township must be made odt. 

The term *' township" in the school laws merely ex- 
presses the surveys of 36 sections, and not a civil orga* 
nisatton. 

^ Several seminaries, and institutions for colleges, have 
been established atid promise success. 

Illinois College, This institution is Jocated in the vi- 
eioity of Jacksonville, and one mile west of the town. 
Its situation is on a delightful eminence, fronting the east, 
and overlooking the town, and a vast extent of beautifsJ 
prairie country, now covered with well cultivated farms. 
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This Intiitetion OKri it« ciirtitmiiM» <ind {»roiperi«y, 
under God, to the pious enterprise of several voung mmi, 
formerly members ef Yule CoHegfe^ Conneeiicut« Most 
^f its fnnds ^STe heed rMKsed from the generoiM doMi^ 
tions of the liberal «nd pbilanthropie abroad. 

The buildintrs are as follows: a brick edifice, 104 f^H 
in length, 40 feet in widths &re stories high, inelndinjr 
Hie bas<^ment; containing 32 aj^rtmonts for the accom- 
modation of offreefs and stndents. Bacb apartment con- 
fitsts of a sittinff roomt or study, 14 feet by l3, two Ire4 
Tooms, each eight feet sqnare, two dress elos^ts* and ^nb 
Wdod closet* The basement story eOilMraces a benrding 
liati) kittibeft, store rdomS{ etc. for tbe geberiil im^obhd^- 
datidn. 

To tbis main building are attached two ^ihgi^ eack 
96 fef*t long, and 38 (e^i wide, three stories bigb, include 
ing the basement; for tfiei a(icommo4atioii of the fi&miiieto 
of the ^acorty. 

The chapel is a separate bnllding^ 65 feet long, and $6 
feet wide, two stories high, including riooms Mf public 
wotsbip, lectures, reeitatioasi library, ete. and eight 
tooms for sUidents. 

There are also upon the premises a farm bouse, barn, 
worksliops for students who wish* to perform manual 
labor, and other out buildings. 

The farm consists of 300 acres of land, all under fence. 
The Improvements and stock on the farm are yalned at 
several thousand dollars. 

Stiidents who choose are allowed to employ b |M>rti^ 
t>f each day in minuat kibor, either npon tbe farm or in 
the workshop. Some individuals earned j|l50 each dui- 
ring the year. 

The library consists of about 1,500 Tolumes. There 
ik also a valuable chemical and philosophical apparatus. 

The year is divided into two terras, of twenty weeks 
each. The first terra eommences eight weeks after the 
third Wednesday in September* The second term com- 
mences on the Wednesday preTioat to the 5th of Ma^ 
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JagriDj^ eight weeks vaeatioii ia the fallaad four in the 
epriog. 

There are 43 students connected with the college 
4>las8es, and 32 stadents in the preparatory deparment. 
Of this number, several are bene^aries, who are aided 
by eduoation societies, with a view te >he gospel xniuis- 
try. A considerable number more are pio.us. 

The trustees of the college are Rev. £dward Beecber, 
President, Hen« Samuel D. Lockwood, John P.. Wilkin- 
son, Esq., William C^ Posey, E8(j^, Rev. Messrs. The- 
ron Baldwin, John F. Brooks, Elisha Jenney, Williaia 
Kirby, Asa Turner, John G. Bergen, and John Tillsoa, 
£s<|,j Rev. Gideon Blackburn, D. D, Gov. Joseph Duo- 
can, Col. Thomas Mather, Winthorp S. Gilman, Esq., 
l*rederick X^oUios, Esq., Nathaniel Coffin, Esq., Trea- 
surer and Agent, Rev. J. M. Sturtevant, Secretary, Jere- 
miah Graves, Snpenntendant ef the Farm* 

Faculty. Rev, Edward BeecAer^ A. M. President, and 
Professor of Moral and Intelleotttal Philosophy and Po- 
litical Economy. 

JRev, Jb M. Sturtevant^ A. M. Professor of Mathe* 
matics and Natural Philosophy, and lecturer on Chem- 
istry. 

Truman M, Pm/,.A. M. Professor of (he Greek and 
Latin Languages. 

Jonathan Baltkom Turner, A. M. Professor of Riieto- 
ric and Belles Letters. 

Reuben Gayhrd, A. B. Instructor in the preparatory de- 
partment. 

CAu^.— Senior, 3; — Junior,^ 11;— Sophomore, 12;-^ 
Freshman, 16. Total Collegiate department, 43 

in the Preparatory department, 33 

64 
. The course of Instruction is intended to be eqnal to the 
first rate collsffes in the eastern states. 

SkurU^ Colkge of Mm, Illinoie, is pleasantly situated 
at ,Upper Alton. It originated in the .establishment of 
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a Semtfittry at Rodk Spring, in 18S7, and wktob was anb- 
■eqaently remoried. 

At a meeting held Jane 4th, 1833^ seven gentlemen 
formed a written compact, and agreed to adranee funda 
f&r the pnrchase of aboot 360 acres of huid, and pat up 
an academical baiMing of brick, 2 stories with a stoiie 
basement, 40 feet long an4 83 feet wide. A large stone 
bvildingfora Reiect^, and for Professors' and Students^ 
nyoms has since been- evected. The Rev. Hnbbel Loomla 
commenced a Preparatory school in 1633. In 1835 bnild- 
ing lots were laid off. within the corporate boands of the 
town, a part of which was sold, and a raluable property 
•Itll remains for fstare sale. 

The same year fands to some extent were obtained in 
the eastern states, of which the liberal donation of ten 
thousand doUars was received from Benjamin Shortleff 
M. D. of Boston, which gires name to the institotion. 
Of this fund 5000 dollars is to be appropriated towards a 
College building, and 5000 dollars towards the endow- 
ment of a Professorship of Oratory, Rhetoric and Belles^ 
letters. 

Regular College classes are not yet organised. The 
Preparatory department is in regular progress and con- 
tains about 60 students. 

Bev» Wa&hinglan Ltvtrttty A. M. Professor of Mathe^ 
matics, and Natural Philosophy. 

Rev, 2jena8 B. Newman^ A. M. Principal of the Prepa- 
ratory Department. Measures are progressing io put up 
alarge college building, and to complete the organisation 
of the College Faculty. 

'Alton Theologieal Seminttry is an organisation distinct 
from Shurtleff Col]6ge^ Rev. Lewis Colby, A. M. is 
Theological Professor, with seven or eisht students, H* 
eentiates of Baptist churches, nnder his charge; 
r Me Kendreean College, under the supervision Of the 
Methodist Episcopal Chnroh, is located at Lebanon, St. 
Clair eouaty. It has 9i commodiona framed bailding, 
and about 50 Students in the Preparatory Department, 
ander the charge of two aorapetent iastruotors* 
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operations. It is identified with thp interests of tbd. 
*AQld sohooP' Pie9lryteriao9^ as the Illinois eolUge. at 
lackannville is witfe the »• New School" Preebyterians. 
-Canton CoU^c in Fukon county has recently beta 
chartered as a eol^e by th^ legislaiure, and is a respeol* 
able academical Institution* anii has 70 or 80 students. 
Re¥. G. B. Perry A. M. formerly pastor of the ^pruo^ 
•treet Baptist Church Philadelphia* has receatljr b^ea 
sleeted pressident of this Institution, 

A Literary Institution, modeled somewhat after tlie 
plau of the Oneida Imtitute in the state of New York* i» 
m progress at Galesboro, Knox eounty« under the supei* 
vision of the Rev. Mr« Gale and other gentlemen. 

Bd»ider€ College^ in Winnebai|[0 county, has been re- 
cently chartered, and an effort is about being made to 
establish a respectable literary institutioa in thia new 
and interesting porti9n of the state^ 

Several respectable academies and seminariea are also ^ 
ia operation* established chiefly by individual eSbrtp'' 
where good schools are taught. Amongst these we ao* 
tioe the following, though some of e^ual importaooe may 
b» overlooked. 

The Jacksontfille Academy condupted by Messrs. Cfaarlef 
£, Blood* and OharjeQ B. Barton A. B. is eatahlish^d for 
the convenience of those whose studies are uo(. sufficieatn 
ly advanced to eater ^h^ Preparatory Department of Jilt- 
^oia College. 

The JadmnviUc Femak Jktuinny is a flourishing insti* 
lotion. 

A respectable Academy is ia operation at Springfield, 
ahother at Princeton, Putnam eotiuty. a third at Griggs-* 
vilK and a fourth at Quincy. 

The Altw F^maU^ Semwcfry is an institution projected 
lor a full and useful course^of mstruetion, on a lar^ scale, 
towards the establishmei^ of which Benjamin Godfreys 
Ksq., will contribute fifteen or twenty thousand dollars* 

lt^if located at Monticello, a little more than four milea 
from AltoDi oq tha bonlara of a daligbtfui, alavated prairie 
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ind is destined wholly M a boarding tetiool. Tlie burineet 
of instructtoH will be in the hands of competent ladieir. 
The system of instraotion will be extensiire. The Rev. The- 
ron Baldwin will exercise a general sapervision over the 
institation, and lecture on scientific and religions subjects. 

The project of establishing a Seminary, for the educa- 
tion of teachers at Warerley in the sontheastern part olf 
Morgan county, is entertained by scTeral gentlemen. 

. A Seminary is about being established in a settlement 
of Reformed Presbyterians in the eastern part of Randolpli 
county. 

The ** Reformers," or Campbellites,'as some term ihenoft 
have a charter and contemplate establishing a college at 
Hanover, in Tazewell county. 

Thus abroad and deep foundation is about being laid in 
this state for the promotion of education. 

Several lyceoms and literary associations exist in this 
st^te, and there is in almost every county a decided 
expression of popi^lar opinion in favor of education. 



EELIGIOOS l>IHOM|NATI0N8. 

The Mtthodiat Epueopal Church is the most numerous. 
The Illinois Conference, which* embraces this state and 
« portion of Wisconsin Territory, in 1835 had 61 circnit 
preachers, 308 local preachers, and 15,097 members of 
society. They sustain preadiing in every county, and 
in a la^e nnmber of the settlements. 

The Baptist Denomination includes 23 Associfttions^ 
260 churches, 160 preachers and 7,350 commnnicantSi 

The Presbyterians have one Synod, 8 Presbyteries, and 
about 80 churches, 60 ministers, andf 3,500 members. 

There are 13 or 15 CongregcOionaUst churches, united 
in an association, and several ministers. 

The Methodist Pr^iestmU Denomination has one oonfei> 
eiiee, 33 ministers and 344 taembers. 

Ttie Beformers^ as they term themselves, or «* Campb^U 
Ites,** as others call theoiY have several large, and a nann 
7 
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ber of small societies, a number c^ prescherSy and seteral 
bandred members, ineludinff the Ckristian body with 
'whicb they are. in nnioD. They immerse all who profess 
to believe in Christ for the remission of sins, bat differ 
widely from orthodox baptists on some points of doctrine. 

The Cwnberiand Preihyimaxu have 3 or 3 Presbyteries, 
18 or 15 preachers, and several hnndred communicants. 

There are two chnrches of Rearmed PreabyterianB, or 
Covenanters^ 1 minister, and abont 380 communicants, 
with a few families scattered in other parts of the state. 
There are also two or three societies of Aesodate Reformed 
Pre$byterian»9 or Seeedere, 

In McLean coanty is a society of VnUed Brethren^ or, 
as some call them, Dutch Methodists. 

The Dunkarde have five or sis Societies and some 
preachers in this state. 

There are several Lutheran congregations with preach- 
ers. 

The Proieetani Episeoptd Ckurth has an organised 
diocese, 8 or 10 congregations, and 7 or 8 ministers. 

There are small societies of Friende or Quaken in 
Tasewell and Crawford counties; and a few Mormons^ 
scattered through the state. 

The Roman CatkoUca are not numerous. They have a 
doaen congregations, 8 or 10 priests, and a population b^ 
tween ^ve and six thousand including old and young. A 
convent and boarding school for young ladies is in opera* 
tion at Kaskaskia. The Roman Catholics are mostly 
about the old French villages, and the laborers along the 
)ine of canal. 

There, Is considerable expression of good feeling 
amongst the different religious denominations, and the 
members frequently hear the preachers of each other, as 
there are but few congregations that are supplied every 
Sabbath. The qualifications of the clergymen are various. 
A number of them are men of talents, learning, influence, 
and unblemished piety. Others have had but few adva^i- 
taget In acquiring either literary or theological informa- 
tion, and yet are good speakers and useful men. 
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Some are very illiterate, and makentter epnfaston of the 
word of God. Saeh persons are usually proud, conceit^ 
ed, fanatical, and influenced by a spirit far remoyed from 
the meek, docile, benoFolent, and charitable spirit of the 
gospel. 

In general there are as many professors of religion, of 
some description, in proportion to the population, as in 
most of the states. The number will not vary far from 
40,000, or one to ten. 



PUBLIC LANDS. 

In all the new states and territories, the lands which 
are owned by the general government, are surveyed and 
sold under one general system. In the surveys, ** 971m- 
dian*^ lines are first established, running north from the 
mouth of some noted river. These are intersected with 
*• base** lines. 

There are five principal meridians in the land surveys 
in the west. 

The *' First Principal Meridian*^ is a line due north 
from the mouth of the Miami. 

The •• Second Principal Meridian*^ is a line due north 
from the mouth of Little filue river, in Indiana. 

The *' TTiird Principal Meridian*^ is a line due north 
from the mouth of the Ohio. 

The Fourth Principal McridiairC'* is a Hue due north 
from the mouth of the Illinois. 

The"J^//A Principal Metidtan*^ is a line due north 
from the mouth of the Arkansas. Each of these meridians 
has its own base line. 

The surveys connected with the third and fourth meri- 
dians, and a small portion of the second, embrace the state 
of Illinois. 

The base line for both the second and third principal 
meridians commences at Diamond Island, in the Ohio, 
opposite Indiana, and runs due west till it strikes the 
Mississippi, a fow miles below St. Louis. 
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All the ioum$Hp» iu Illinois, sooth and east of the 111 i- 
nois riyer, are numbered from this base lliie either nor^ or 
south. 

The third principal meridian terminates with the nortb- 
em boundary of the state. 

The fourth principal meridian commences on the right 
t>ank, and at the mouth of the Illinois river, but imm^i« 
ately crosses to the east shore, and ^E^es up on that side, 
j[and at one place nearly fourteen miles distant,) to a point 
in the channel of the riyer, seventy-two miles from its 
mouth. Here its base line commences and extends across 
the peninsula to the Mississippi, a short distance above 
Quincy. The fourth principal meridian is continued north- 
ward through Uie military tract, and across Rock river, to 
m curve in the Mississippi at the upperrapids, in township 
eighteen north, and about twelve or fifteen miles above 
Rock Island. It here crosses and passes up the ioutuid^ 
of the Mississippi river fifly-three miles, and recrosses 
into Illinois, and passes through the town of Galena to 
the northern boandary of the state. It is thence continued 
to the Wisconsin river and made the principal meridian 
lor the surveys of the territory, while tlie northern boun- 
dary line of the state is constituted its base line for that 
legion. 

Havinff formed a principal meridian with its conespond- 
uig baseline, for a district of country, tlie next operation 
of the surveyor is to divide this into tracts of six mile^ 
square, called ^^ioumskipa^^^ 

In numbering the townships east or v/esi from a princi- 
pal meridiao, they are called ^ range$,'*^ meaning a range 
of townships; but in numbering j}«r/A or south from a base 
line, they are called «* iownahips.^^ Thus a tract of land is 
said to be situated in township four north, in range three 
east, from the third principal iperidian: or as the cane 
m^ be. 

Townships are subdivided inta square roAles, or tracts 
of 640 acres each, called ^^ teetiana.''^ If near timber, trees 
are marked ^d numbered witli t,he section^ township, and 
range, near eac)i sectional corner* If in a large prairieim 
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mound is raised to designate the corner, and a billet of 
charred wood baried, if no roclc it near. Sections are 
divided into halves by a line north and south, and into 

Suarters by a transverse liiie. In sales, under certain con- 
itions, qaarters are sold in equal subdivisions of forty 
acres each, at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 
Any person, whether a native born Citizen, or a foreigner, 
may purchase forty acres of the richest soil, and receive 
an indisputable title, for fifty dc^lars. 

Ranges are townships counted either east or west from 
meridians. 

TowmhipB are counted either north or south from their 
respective base lines. 

Frattiona are parts of quarter sections intersected by 
streams or confirmed claims. 

The parts of townships, sections, quarters, etc. made 
at the lines of either townships or meridians are called 
excesses or dejieieneies. 

• SeMmSf or miles square, are numbered, beginning in the 
noriheast corner of the township, progressively west to the 
range line, and then progressively east to the range line, al- 
ternately, terminating at the southeast corner of the town- 
ship, from one to thirty-six, as in the following diagram: 
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* Appropriated for tehools in the towndiip. 
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I fatve beea ilms particmltr ia tbi* «ceoaiii of th^ siiii- 
veys of paUic lands, to exhibit the slGopUcity of a ajBiem^ 
that to etrangers, naacqaainted with tho.BMthod of lyim^ 
bwtDg the sections^ and the yariouftBttbdivisionsy ^>pears 
paq[>lexiog and eonfused. 

A large tract of country in the niHihi, and DortheaateiQ 
portion of this state is yet unsuryeyed. This does Doi 
preyent the hardy pioneers of the west f^om taking po8« 
session, where the Indian title is extinct, as it is now to 
all lands within this state. They risk the chance of pur- 
chasing it when brought into market. 

Land 0(ffi/^ and DUtriets. There are ten land offices in 
Illinois, in as many districts, open for the sale or entry of 
public lands. 

The Land DUtriet of Shaume^own embraces that por- 
tion of the state* bounded north by the base line, east and 
south by the bouadAries 4»f the state, and w«st by the third 
principal meridian. 

Office for the entry and sale of lands dX Shawneetown. 

7%e Land DUirie$ of KaghaMa is bounded north by 
the base line, and compreheqds all that part of the state 
that lias between the third principal meridian and the 
Mississippi. 

Land office at Kaskaskia* 

The Land piairiei of JSdwar^svilUrextBn^s south to the 
base line, east to the third jirincipal meridian, north to 
the line that separates the thirteenth and fourteenth town- 
ships north, and west to the Mississippi. 

Land office at Edwardsyille. 

The Land DUtrui of FandaUa extends south to the 
base line, east to the line between ranges oight and nine, 
east of the third principal meridian, north to the south 
line of Springfield district, and west to the range line be- 
tween ranges second and third west of the third principal 
meridian. 
*Land office at Vandalia. 

The Land Dutrict of Palestine extends south to the 
northern boundary of the Shawneetown district, west to 
the eastern boundary of Vandalia district, north to the di- 
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Tiding line l>et^eeD towoeMpe aixtoen and s^YMiteoft 
Bortb; and east to the boundary of Indiana. 

The Land District of Springfield exlenda south to £d<» 
wardsville diskrict» eaert to liie Palestine and Danville dis- 
tricts, and north and west to the Illinois river. 

The Land District of Quincy embraces all the tract of 
country between the Illinois aiul :Mississippi rireta to the 
line between townships Id and 13 north and west of Iba 
third principal laeridian. 

The Land DiHrid of Danmlk includes that part of tbo 
state to its northern boundary, which lies north of Pale&^ 
tine, to the line between T« 30 and 31 N* (^ the 3d maii- 
dian and east of Springfield district*^ 

Northwest District is in the northwestern portion of 
the state, and bot^nded south by the line betwaea town- 
ships twelve and thirteen north, on the nsilitary tract, and 
east t^y the line between ranges three and four east of the ^ 
third principal meridian, and noith by the northern boun-" 
dary of the state. 

Land ofloe at Galena. 

JSfttrtheast IHstrict is in the northeast portion of the 
state, and bounded south by the line between townships 
thirty and thirty-one, on the third principal meridian, 
east by lake Michigan, and north by the boundary of tha 
state. 

Land office at Chicago. 

The officers in each land district are a roister and . re- 
ceiver, appointed hy the president and aenate, aad paid 
by the ffeneral government. 

The land, by proolaoMtion of, the piesident^ is first of* 
fered for sale at auction, by half quarter sections. If no 
one bids for it at one dollar and twenty-fire cents per acre 
or upwards, it is subject to private entry at any time afbr# 
upon payment at the time of entry. No credit is al* 
lowed. 

In special cases congress has granted pre-emptioa 
rights, where settlements and improvements have been 
made on public lands previous to the public sale. 

Fre-en^^iion Bights conier the privilege only of pur* 
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ebstiiig -the tract contain ingr improFem^nts at one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, by the possessor, withoat 
tiie risk of a public sale. 

AH lands in this state, purchased of the general goTem- 
ment, are exe^^pted from taxation for five years after pur- 
chase. 

All lands owned by private citizens ar corporate bodies, 
and not exempted as above, are divided by law into two 
classes for taxation, called ^^ first and second rates ^ First 
rate lands are taxed thr^ dolUrs and twenty cento per 
quarter section of one hundred and sixty acres, per annum. 
Second rate lands are taxed two dollars and forty cents 
per quarter section, besides a county tax for roads. Re- 
sident and non resident landholders are taxed equally. 

Residents owning lands in the different counties may 
list the same and ^ay taxes in the counties where they re- 
side, or in the auditor*s office, at their option. 

Non residents must list their lands in the auditor's 
office. 

Taxes of non residents are required to be paid into the 
state treasury, annually, on or before the first of August. 
If not paid at that time, a delinquent list of all lands, 
owned by non residents, on w:bich taxes have not been paid, 
is sent to the clerk #f the county commissioners' court of the 
county where the land lies, aud a transcript of this list is 
to be published in some newspaper, printed within the 
state, at least sixty days previous to sale. 

If the taxes are not paid to the clerk of the county by 
the first Monday in March, so much of the land, as is 
necessary to pay taxes and costs, is sold at the seat of 
justice of the county. 

Lands sold for taxes may be redeemed within two years 
from the time of sale, by paying to the clerk of the county 
for the use of the purcliaser, double the amount of taxes, 
interest, and costs for which the same may have been 
sold. 

Lands belonging to minor heirs may be redeemed at 
any time before the expiration of ope year from the time 
the yoangest of said heira shall become of lawful age. 
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MUiary Bounty LeM$. The lands which cdBStitnto 
the IlHnots military tracts given as a bounty tatha soldiers 
in the last war with Great Britain, are inclnded within the 
peninsula of the Illisois and Mississippi rivers, and ex- 
tend on the fourth principal meridian, from the mouth ^ 
the Illinois, one hundred and sixty miles north. This 
tract emhraces the counties of Calhoun, Pike, Adams, 
Schuyler, McDonougrh, Warren, Mercer, Knox, Henry^ 
Fulton, Peoria, and a porlioo of Putnam. 

For a particular description, reference may be had to 
each of these counties in part second. 

In eeneral terras however, this tract contaiiis as much 
good land, both timber and prairie, as any portion of the 
state of equal extent. About three fifths of the quarter 
sections have been appropriated as military bounties. The 
remainder is to be disposed of in the same manner as other 
public lands. . South of the base line, which passes 
across the tract through Schuyler and Adams counties, 
the public lands have been offered for sale. North of that 
line there is much excellent land yet for sale. 

The disposition of so much of this fine country for 
military purposes has very much retarded its settlement. 
Most of the titles have Ions since departed from the solo 
diers for whose benefit t^ donations were made. Many 
thousand quarter sectioi» have been sold by the state for 
taxes, and are past redemption. Much of it is in ^e 
hands of. non residents, who hold it at prices too exorbi^' 
taut to command sale^ Some have doubted the legality 
of these sales at auction for taxes, but able lawyers, and 
those who have investigated the business, have express- 
ed tbe.opinion, that «« tax title8,'"are valid. Within the 
last two years the military tract has received a great ao* 
cession to its population. A large quantity of these mill* 
iary lands are now owned by a company, who have a land 
loffice, opened at Quinoy, and offer tracts from three to tea 
dollars per acre. 

TJbe Allowing particulars may be of use to non resi- 
dent landholders: 

1. if persons have held lands in tbe milUary traet, or 
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in the stste, aod have not atttend«d to paying taxes for 
more than two years, the land is sold and past redemption,^ 
unless there are minor heirs. 

2. Every non resident landholder should employ an 
agent within the state to pay his taxes, and take the over- 
sight of his property. 

. 3. All deeds, conveyances, mortgages, or title papers 
whatsoever, must be recorded in the *♦ recorder" a office,^^ in 
the county where the land is situated. Deeds and tills 
papers are not in force MnxWfiied in the recorder's office. 

4, The words ^g9*an/, bargain and stU^^* whatever may 
be the specific form of the instrument in other respects, 
convey a full and bina fide title, to warrant and de^nd, 
unless express provision is made to the contrary in the 
instrument. 

[See revised laws of Illinois, of 1833, art. ** recorder," 
- page 510.] 



HISTORY. 

About 1670, the notion prevailed amongst the French 
that visited Canada, that a western passage to the Pacific 
ocean existed. They learned from the Indians that far in 
the west there was a great river; but of its course or ter- 
mination they could learn nothing. They supposed that 
this river communicated with the western ocean. 

To investigate this question, P. Marquette, a Jesuit, and 
Joliet, were appointed by M. Talourthe intendant of New 
France. Marquette was well acquainted with the Cana* 
das, and had great influence with the Indian tribes. They 
conducted an expedition through the lakes, up Green bay 
and Fox River, to the Portage, where it approaches the 
Wisconsin, to which they passed, and descended that 
river to the Mississippi, which they reached the 17th of 
June, 1673. These were the first Europeans that ever 
visited the " father of waters." They found a river much 
larger and deeper than it had been represented by the In- 
dians. Their regular journal was lost on their return to 
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Canada, bat from the aceoont afterwards giTen by Joliet, 
they found the natires friendly, and that a tradition existed 
amongst them of the residence of a ** Mon-e-to," or spirit, 
near Uie month of the Missouri, which they coula not 
pass. They tnrned their course up the Illinois, and were 
highly delighted with the placid stream, and wood- 
lands and prairies through which it flowed. They 
were hospitably receiyed and ktndly treated by the Il- 
linois, a numerous nation of Indians who were destitute 
of the cruelty of savages.* 

Marquette continued amongst these Indians with a 
view to Christianise them; but Joliet returned to Canada 
and reported the discoveries he had made. 

Several years elapsed before any one attempted to fol- 
low up the discoveries -of Marquette and Joliet. M. de 
La Salle, a native of Normandy, but who had resided 
many years in Canada, was the first to extend these early 
discoveries. He was a man of intelligence, talents, en- 
terprise, and jperseveranee. After obtaining the sanction 
of the king of France, he set out on his projected expedi- 
tion, in 1678, from Frontenac, with Chevalier Fonti, his 
lieutenant, and father Hennepin, a Jesuit missionary, and 
thirty or forty men. 

He spent about one year in exploring the country bor- 
dering on the lakes, and in selecting positions for forts 
and tniding posts, to secure the Indian trade to the French. 
After he had built a fort at Niagara, and fitted out a small 

♦ The word " Dlim/' from whence is deriyed the name 
** Oillinois,** or *^ Illinoii," at it was Tarionsly irritten by the 
French esplorert, h laid by Hennepin to signify ** a full grown 
nan. '* This nation, or eonfederacv, appears to hare possessed 
originally, the Illinois country. The confederacy was formed 
of seyen tribes: — the Illinois, MichigamieSc Mascotans, Kaskas- 
kias, Kahokias, Peorias, and Tau-mar-waus. 

Their countiy was subjugated by the Iroquois or Mohawks 
about the close of the seyenteenth century, who held dominion 
over the soil by rteht of conquest In 1701 the Iroqnois ceded 
all that part of Illinois that lies south and east of the UUneis 
river, to the British government. 
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vessel, he sailed through the lakes to Gieea bay, tbeit 
ealled the ^ Bay of Paants/' From thence he proceeded 
with his men in canoes towards the sooth end of lake Mi* 
ehigan, and arrited at the mouth of the '* river of the 
Miamis" in November, 1679. This is thought to be 
Chicago. Here he built a fort, left eight or ten men, and 
passed with the rest of his company lUsross the country 
to the waters of the Illinois river, and descended that 
river a considerable distance, when he was stopped for 
want of supplies. This was occasioned by the loss of a 
boat which had been sent from his poSt on Green bay. 
He was now compelled by necessity to build a fort^ 
which, on account of the anxiety of mind be experienced^ 
was called Creve-ectur^ or broken heart. 

The position of this fort cannot now be ascertained, 
but from some appearances, it is thought to have beeik 
near Spring bay, in the northeast part of Tazewell county* 

At this period the Illinois were engaged in a war with 
the Iroquois, a numerous, warlike, aira cruel nation, with 
whom La Salle had traded, while on the borders of Ca« 
nada. Tlie former, accord iog to Indtan notions of f\riend* 
ship, expected assistance from the French; but the inters 
est and safety of La Salle depended upon lerminating 
this warfare, and to this object he directed his strenuous 
efforts. The suspicions Illinois construed this into 
treachery, which was strengthened by the malicious and 
perfidious conduct of some of hie own men, and pre* 
nounced upon him the sentence of death. Immediately 
he formed and executed the bold and hazardous project 
of going alqne and unarmed to the. camp of the Illinois, 
and vindicating his conduct* He dedaied his innocence 
of the charges, and demanded the author. He urged 
that the war should be terminated, and that the hostile 
nations should live in peace. 

The coolness, bravery, and eloquence of La Salle filled 
the Indians with astonishment, and entirely changed their 
purposes. The calumet was smoked, presents mutually 
exchanged, and a treaty of amity concluded. 

The original project of disooTery was now pursued^ 

Digitized by Google 



07 itxiHdis. m 

Fmher Hennepin started on the SSdi of February, 1680^ 
and having passed down the Illinois, ascended the Mis-< 
sissippi to the falls of St. Anthony. Here he was taken 
prisoner, robbed, and carried to the Indian villages, from 
which he made his escape, returned to Canada by the 
way of the Wisconsin, and from thence to France, where 
he jpoblished an account of his travels. 

La Salle visited Canada to obtain supplies, returned 
to Creve-OflBur, and shortly after descended the Illinois, 
and then the Mississippi, where he built one or two forts 
on its banks, and took possession of the country in the 
name of the king of France, and in honor of him called 
it Louisiana. 

After descending the Mississippi to its month, h& re- 
tarned to the Illinois, and on his way back left some of 
his companions to occupy the country. This is supposed 
to have been the commencement of the villages of Kas-> 
kaskia and Cahokia, in 1^3. La Salle went to France, 
fitted out an expedition to form a colony at the month of 
the Mtssissippt, sailed to the gulf of Mexico, but not 
being able to and the mouths of that river, he commenced 
' an overland journey to his fort on the Illinois. On this 
journey lie was basely assassinated by two of his own 
men,* 

After the death of La Salle, no attempts to discover 
the mouth of the Mississippi, were made till about 1699; 
bat the settlements in the Illinois country were gradually 
increased by emigrants from Canada. 

In 1715), the king of France, by letters patent, gave 
the w|H>le country of Louisiana to M. Crosat, with the 
commerce of the country, with ^e profits of all the mines, 
reserving for his own use one fifth of the gold and silver. 
After expending large sums in digging and exploring for 

• La Sfdie appears to have discovered the Bay of St Bernard, 
and formed a seUlement on the western side of the Colorado, in 
IMS. This fact eonstitules our elaim to Texas. See X Q. 
^iUm»*$ CorretptndencemthJDon Orde. I'uk. Doc^firU tetmon 
t5th CongretM^ 1818. 

8 
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the precioas medals without saceest, Crosat g^vt vp his 
privilege to the king, in 1717. Soon after, the colony 
was granted to the Mississippi company, projected by 
Mr. Law, which took possession of Louisiana, and ap- 
pointed M. Bienville governor. In 1719, La Harp com* 
manded a Fort with French troops not far from the mouth 
of the Missouri river. 

i Shortly after, several forts were built within the pre- 
sent limits of Illinois, of which fort Chartres was the' 
most considerable. By these means a chain of commu- 
nication was formed from Canada to the mouth of the 
Mississippi. 

The oldest record or document in the state is at Kas- 
kaskia, dated 1725. It is a petition to Louis XY. king 
of France, asking a grant of common fields, commons, 
etc.; stating their great sufferings the preceding year, 
[1724] from the great flood which swept away all their 
improvements and obliged the people to flee to the blufis 
Opposite the Tillage, and across the Kaskaskia river. • 

At the termination of hostilities between the French 
and Enelish, in 1763, the Illinois country, with Canada, 
was ce<&d to the British government; and in 1765, Capt. 
Sterling, of the royal Highlanders, took possession of I^ 
linois. He was succeeded by Major Farmer, who was 
relieved by Col. Reed, io 1766. The principal military 
post and seat of government during these changes, was at 
fort Chartres. The administration of Col. Reed was ex- 
tremely unpopular with the inhabitants, and is said to have 
been a course of military oppression. In 1768 he was 
succeeded by Lieut. Col. Wilkins, who established a 
court of justice amongst the people, and appointed seven 
judges to settle all matters relating to debts and property. 

They met for the first time at fort Chartres in Decem- 
ber following, and continued to meet for business months 
ly. Still the people were dissatisfied, and demanded the 
right of trial by jury, which was denied them« 

Aflfairs continued in this posture till the revolutionary 
war, when the Virginia mihtia, under command of Gen. 
George Rodgers Clarke, made an excursion through the 
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Indian eoontry, subjagatod fort Chartres, Kaskaskia, and 
other poets on the Mississippi, and then conducted a sue* 
eessful expedition against Port Vincent, now Vincennes. 
This was in 1778. 

The same year the legislature of Virginia organised a 
county in this remote region, called ^* Illinois, and ap- 

f pointed a magistrate over it with extensive powers styled 
ienteaant governor. Timothy Demonbran was appointed 
to this office. 

This territory was afterwards ceded by Virginia to the 
United States, and formed a portion of the Northwestern 
Territory, by whose authority the county of Illinois was 
divided, and the names of St. Clair and Randolph given. 
In 1800, it was included within the limits of Indiana ter- 
ritory, and at that time the country that forms the present 
state ot Illinois contained about 3,000 inhabitants. 

Many of the officers and soldiers that accompanied Ge- 
Beral Clarke in his expedition became enamored with the 
country, returned with their families and formed- the early 
American settlements. Other persons settled in Kaskas- 
kia about the same time, to engage in the Indian trade. 

In 1786, the Kiukapoo, and other bands of Indians, 
commenced their predatory warfare, which greatly har- 
assed the American settlers for the succeeding ten years. 

After 1800, the population increased considerably from 
emigration. In 1809, a territorial government was fornv- 
ed, and the population the next year amounted to 12,289l 

During the last war between Great Britain and the 
United States, Illinois, in common with other frontier 
districts, felt the calamities of warfare. The defence of 
Ihe loner Hoe of frontier from the mouth of the Missouri, 
across the territory to Shawneetown, depended upon the 
energy and vigilance of the citizens, under the able and 
indefatigable governor, the late Ninian Edwards. 

In 1813, the. territory, which had been under the govern^ 
ment of the governor and judges, entered upon the second 
grade of territorial government, with a legislature, aad 
a delegate in congress. 
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In 1818, the eonstttutioii was framed andlUniofa was 
received into the Union as the twenty-eecond state. 



MISCKLLAMSOUS BBlf ARKS. 

1. This State presents many indaeemeots to those who 
are emigrrating to the west. It is now receiTimF large 
accessions from the north, the sonth, and from £urope. 
Many Germans have already entered it, and many more 
are shortly expected. An English colony was formed at 
Albion, in Edwards oonnty, by Messrs. Birbeck and 
Flowers, in 1618. 

Morgan county contains many English families, who 
' came three or four years since. In general they haye pur- 
chased lands, and are doinffwell. 
- Emigrants from New iSngland, New York, Pennsyl- 
yania, and Ohio, poor into the middle and northern cow^ 
ties. 

From the southern states there are hundreds yisittng 
Illinois monthly, to find conyenient residences, and a re- 
treat from the inconyeniences of slayeholdiag. 

3. Farms, partially coltiyated may be purchased, at a 
reasonable price, in almost every county. The prices 
yary from local situation, or factitious circumstances. 
From three to ten dollars per acre, including improve- 
ments, is the common range of prices. 

3. In no part of the United States can uncultivated land 
be made into farms with less labor than in Illinois. An 
emigrant may purchase a quarter section for ||300, apro- 

I»ort!onate supply of timbered and prairie land, and have a 
arge farm under cultivation in a short time. His cattle, 
horses, and hogs will run upon the range around him, and 
find feed nine months in the year, and a small amount of 
labor will provide a supply <k winter food. Hundreds of 
families, who have not the means to purehase, settle on 
public lands, make their farms and live unmolested. Any 
laboring man, with reasonable industry and economy, with 
a family, may arrrive here without any capital, and in 
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half a dozen years be the owner of a ^ood farm, with stock 
in abundance. The prairies and woodland would furnish 
range until his farm was made. 

Those who have one or two thousand dollars to com- 
mence with, have peculiar advantages. 

4. Mechanics of every description, for the ordinary pur- 
poses of life, find abundant encouragement. 

I could name common mechanics, whom I knew when 
apprentices, and who commenced business without a cent 
of capital, but who now own property valued from ten to 
twenty thousand dollars. They have gained it by steady, 
persevering industry. And yet, no one makes money ra- 
pidly, and grows rich suddenly. The great secret of the 
accumulation of property in any part of the ** West," con- 
sists in the gradual rise of property, by the advantageous 
I application of manual labour. As a general principle, with 
exceptions to particular places, this rise of property in Illi- 
nois, the last ten years, has equalled from twenty-five to 
thirty per cent, per annum. About some of our rising 
towns the rise has been 1 000 per cent, in three years. 

6. Good school teachers, who will follow the employ- 
ment, are much needed. The usual method is to pay by 
the scholar per quarter. Prices for ordinary branches in 
the country seUiements, including board j^2 50, and $Z 
per scholar. Female teachers for schools, are inquired 
after. 

6. The people of the West, and of Illinois, have much 
plain, blunt, but sincere hospitality. Emigrants who 
come amongst them with a disposition to be pleased with 
the people and country— to make no invidious compari 
sons — to assume no airs of distinction — but to become 
amalgamated with the people, where, of course every 
thing is different to what they have been accustomed, 
will be welcome. 

8* 
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. ALCXANDER COUNTT. 

Alexander County lies at the south end of the state, in 
the forks of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, which wash 
its western, southern, and a portion of its eastern holders. 
More than sixty miles of its western side are along the 
curves and windings of the latter river. It has a fertile 
soil, covered with a heavy ^[rowth of timber, amongst 
which are oaks of various kinds, especially white oak, 
cypress, poplar, walnut, hickory, some cherry, elm, etc. 
and a tract of yellow pine iu the northwestern part. A 
reef of rocks of limestone, intermixed with sand stone, 
forming the grand chain of the Ohio, six miles above 
America, is supposed to extend across this county, (below 
the surface of the earth,) to the Mississippi river. At 
least one third of the county is alluvion. On Cash river, 
and near the mouth of the Ohio, the land is inundated in 
times of-high water. Along the Mississippi is an ex- 
tensive tract of alluvial land, entirely above high water. 

The streams in this county are Cash river and branches; 
Sexton's creek, and Clear creek. Cash river enters it 
at the northeastern part, passes in a circuitous coarse 
through it, and enters the Ohio six mUes above its mootb, 
at Trinity. 

Alexander county is about twenty-four miles long, and 
upon an average width of eighteen miles — containing 
about 375 sqaare miles. 

Alexander county is attached to the third ludicial cir- 
cuit, and sends one member to the house of representa- 
tives, and, with Union county, ^ne member to the senate. 
Population about 2350. It was formed from Union coun- 
ty, in 1819. 

The seat of justice is UhUy. 



BOND COUNTY. 

Bond County was organised from Madison, in 1817. It 
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then embraced an extensive district of country, bat has 
since been reduced to an area of twenty miles long, and 
eighteen miles wide, or 360 square miles. It has Mont- 
gomery on the north, Fayette east, Clinton south, and 
Madison on the west. 

Shoal greek and its branches pass through the middle^ 
and Hurricane fork paters the eastern portion of this 
county. 

It IS duly proportioned into timber and prairie. In some 
parts the latter is rather too level for convenience, but is 

food second rate land. The population generally are in- 
ustrious, frugal, and intelligent farmers. 
Bond county sends one member to the house of repre- 
sentatives, and with Montgomery one to the senate. It 
belongs to the second judicial circuit. Population about 

O,9ov. 

The seat of justice is Greenville* 



BOONE COUNTY. 

Boone County was formed from Winnebago and Mc 
Henry counties in February, 1837. It is bounded north 
by the Wisconsin territory; east by McUenry; south by 
Kane, and West by Winnebago county. It is about 34 
miles lonff, and 31 miles wide; containing about 500 
square miles. 

It is watered on the western side by the northern and 
main branches of the Kishwaukee, and on its eastern side 
by branches of Fox river. 

Its timber, scattered over the county, is found chiefly 
in groves and oak openings, with a large proportion of rich, 
undulating prairie. Its representative and its jndicial con- 
nection is with Jo Daviess county. The seat of justice 
not yet located. Most of the land in this and the adjoin- 
ing counties is unsurveyed and of course not in market, 
but is rapidly settling. I estimate its population at 600. 
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CALHOUN fcOUNTY, 

Calhoun County was organised from Pike-coanty, in 
1825. It is a lon^ and narrow strip of country lying in 
the forks of the Illinois and Mississippi rivers. It is 
bounded on three sides by those river^, and on the northern 
end, by Pike county, and is thirty-seven and a half miles 
long, and from three to ten miles in width from one river to 
the other— making about 260 square miles. Tlie mouth of 
Bay creek is in the northern part of this county, which 
affords a harbor and navigation for steam boats seven 
miles. There are no other creeks worth naming. Seve- 
ral fine prairies lie at the foot of the bluffs on both sides 
of the county, amongst which are Illinois, Salt, Belleview. 
On the rivers considerable tracts are subject to inundation, 
and in the interior are bluffs, ravines and sink holes. Still 
there are considerable tracts of good land unoccupied. 

The bottoms furnish excellent range for stock. Cat- 
tle, beef, pork, corn, honey, and beeswax are its exports. 

Formerly honey from the trees was obtained in profuse 
quantities. It grows more scarce as the population in- 
creases. Calhoun belongs to the fifth judicial circuit, and 
is connected with Greene, in electing a representative, and 
senator. Population about 1200. 

Surrounded by rivers and low bottoms, Calhoun county 
is less healthy than others on the military tract. 

Coal, in large bodies, is found on the Mississippi in the 
south part of the county. 

The seat of justice is Chiilfurd, 



CASS COUNTY. 

Ca89 County was formed from the north pflrt of the 
county of Morgan at the late session of the legislature, 
and decided by the votes of the people of Morgan county 
on the third Monday of April, 1837, as the law provided. 

It is bounded north by Sangamon county and river, east 
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by the same county, sooth by Morgran, and west by the 
Illinois river which separates it from Schuyler county. 

It is 27 miles Iqn^, and about 12 miles broad, contain- 
iuff about 256 square miles. 

It is watered by various branches ihat fall into Sanjra- 
inon river on the north, with the head branches of Indian 
and other small creeks that fall into the Illinois river, on 
the west and south. It is proportionably divided into tim- 
ber and prairie, the surface undulating, and the soil gene- 
ally very rich. 

The population is estimated at 6,500. Its representa- > 
tive and judicial connection is still with Morgan county. 

The seat of justice is Beardstoum. 



CHAMPAIGN C0UNT7. 

Champaign County was organised from the attached 
part of Vermilion county, in February, 1833. It is bound- 
ed, on the north, by a strip of country not belonging to 
any countv; on the east by Vermilion; on the south by 
Coles; and on the west by Macon and McLean counties. 
It is 36 miles long, and about 28 miles wide, and contains 
about 1008 square miles. The streams, are the Salt Fork 
of the Vermilion of the Wabash; the Vermilion of the Il- 
linois, the Kaskaskia, and the North Fork of the Sanga- 
mon; — all of which take their rise in this county and run 
in opposite directions. Here are extensive prairies, in- 
dented with beautifuJ groves of fine timber, of which Big 
Grove, at the head oi Salt Fork, is the largest. Around 
these groves the prairies are undulating, and very rich soil. 

The settlements are not yet extensive. As an interior 
county, it will be further from market than those situated 
either on the Wabash or Illinois, but is well adapted to the 
growth of stock, and will be undoubtedly a healthy region. 

Champaign county belongs to the fourth judicial circuit, 
and sends one representative and, with Vermilion county, 
one senator to the legislature. Population about 1250. 

The seat of justice is Urbanna, 
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CLARK couimr* 

Clark County was formed from Crawford coanty, in 
1819; and is bounded on the north by Edgar; on the east 
by Indiana and the Wabash riyer; sooth by Crawford: 
and west by Coles. 

It is twenty-four miles long, east and west; and twen- 
ty-one miles broad— containing about 500 square miles. 
• Its streams are, the North Fork of the Embarras, which 
crosses the northwestern part of the county; Mill creek, 
and Big creek, which cross its northeastern part. 

Walnut, Union, Dolson, and Parker's prairies are found 
in this county. 

At York, in the southeastern corner of the county, is a 
steam saw and flouring mill. 

Its exports are corn, pork, and beef cattle. From 60,000 
to 100,000 bushek of corn are sent out annually. 

Clark county has 4,000 inhabitants, sends one member 
to the house of representatives, and, with Coles, one 
member to the senate. It belongrs to the fourth judicial 
circuit. 

The seat of justice is Darwin.. 



CLAY COUNTY. 

Clay County was formed from portions of Wayne, Law- 
rence, Crawford, and Fayette, in 1824. 

It is bounded on the north, by Effingham and Jasper; 
east, by Lawrence; south, by Wayne^and a corner of Ed- 
wards; west, by Marion, and a corner of Fayette. 

Its medium length is thirty miles; width, twenty-one 
miles— containing about 620 square niiles. 

It is watered by the Little Wabash, and branches. 

Probably two thirds of the surface is prairie of an infe- 
rior quality. The streams usually overflow their banks in 
freshets. 
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Clay county belongs to the fourth judicial circuit, and 
sends one member to the house of representatives, and also 
with Fayette and Effingham sends one member to the 
[Senate. 

Population, at the last census, 1648; increase since, 
probably about twenty per cent. 

Its seat of justice is Maysville, 



CLINTON COUNTY. 

Clinton Cdunty was formed from Washington and a por- 
tion of Bond, in December, 1824. 
It is bounded north by Bond; east by Marion; south 

S: Washington; and west by St. Clair,- and a corner of 
adison. 

It is thirty miles long, and eighteen miles wide — con- 
taining about fourteen townships, or 504 square miles. 

It is watered by the Kaskaskia river, which passes 
through it, and its tributaries— Crooked, Shoal, and Sugar 
creeks; and is about equally proportioned into timber and 
prairie. 

Much of the land in this and the adjacent counties is not 
equal m quality to that further north. This is true esp'en 
cially of the prairies. The soil is thinner, the surface id 
less undulating, and farmers are subjected to greater in- 
convenience from wet-seasons. 

The timber, where it abounds, is generally of a good 
quality. 

Clinton county belongs to the second judicial circuit, 
and sends ope member to the house of representatives, and, 
with Marion, one to the senate. 

Population about 3,000. 

The seat of justice is Carlyle. 
9 



,y Google 



08 A OAWTTSEE 



COLES COUNTY. 

Coles County was orgraDised, in 1830, from Clark and 
Edgar coonties. 

It lies in the eastern part of the state, and is boanded 
north by Champaign; east by Edgar and Clark; south 
by Jasper, and a corner of Effingham; and west by SheK 
by and Macon counties. It is forty-eight miles long, from 
north to sonth; and twenty-six miles wide on a mediom; 
—containing abont 1.248 sqnare miles. 

The Kaskaskia river passes through four townships in 
its northwestern part; the Embarras runs its whole lengrtb, 
with several brariches; and the heads of the Little Wa^h 
afford fine mill streams, and settlements, in its southwes* 
tern portion. 

This county contains much excellent land, equal in qua- 
lity to the country on the Illinois river. 

The northern, and a tract through the middle portions 
of the county are prairies of considerable extent; bat 
the other parts are duly proportioned into timber and 
prairie. 

The timber is similar to the borders of the Kaskaskia^ 
and much of the prairie land is moderately undulating^ 
The southeastern part is rather wet or broken. 

The streams are not large; they generally run over a 
bed of sand, and afford many good mill seats. 

Most of the settlements are of recent formation, but its 
agricultural productions soon must exceed those of any 
other county near the Wabash, and will find their way to 
that river for market 

It belongs to the fourth judicial bircuit, and sends two 
members to the house of representatives, and, with Clark, 
one to the senate. 

The population is equal to 5800. 

Pork, beef, cattle, and horses, will be the staple pro- 
ductions. 

The seat of justice is Charleston, 
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COOK COUMTY* 



€o»k Cmmty was ommtsed JaniiaTj lAtht 1B31, and is 
4)ounded north by - McHeary county, es»t by lake Michi^ 
gan; south by Will county; and west by La Salle^ It is 
about 42 fluieS long and 36 miles wide, but irregularly 
•shaped on its eastern and southeastern sides. It has about 
1330 square miled. 

It is watered by the Des Plainest the. north aM south 
branches of the Chiieago, the Du Page, Hickory creek, 
and some smaller streams. 

Its eurface is tolerably level, of a rich soH, with large 
prairies, and the timber in groves. There is a fine body of 
timber on the north fork of the Chicago, and along the 
lake shore. 

This county, and those adjacent, differ in several re- 
9pect8 from the country below. The small streams run 
pemnnially,: oter, rocky and gravelly beds through the 
prairies. The timber is not confined to the banks of the 
streams, but existo in groves and strips, often on the di« 
viding ridges between the water courses. The suramera 
are comparatively cooler, and the wiaters longer and more 
severe. 

Oook county is rapidly settlinff, chiefly by emigrants 
from the northern states; and wiU be both a stock and 
craiB growing region. Its market will be through the 
lakes to New York and Canada. 

This county belongs to the seventh judicial circuit 
and sends one senator and three representatives to the le- 
gislature* 

The seat t>f justice is Chicago. 



CRAWrOBD COUMTT. 

Cra»fard County was formed, in 1816, and lies north 
of Lawrence, east of Jasper, south of Clark, and west 
of the Wabash river, that separates it from Indiana. 
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It is twenty two miles long, and twenty miles broad, 
— containing 426 square miles. 

Racoon, Hutson, Sugar, and La Motte creeks, are 
small streams, that rise in this cotnity, and ran east into 
the Wabash; its western border is watered by branches 
of the Embarras. 

La Motte prairie is a level and rich tract, admirably 
adapted to the growth of corn. Its exports are similar to 
those of otlier counties along the Wabash, consisting chief- 
ly of corn, beef, pork, and cattle. 

Crawford coun^ with Jasper sends one member to the 
house of representatives, and with Lawrence, one to the 
senate. It is attached to the fourth judicial circuit* 

The seat of j ustice is Palestine. 



ElKIAR COUNTY. 

Edgar County was formed from Clark, in 1833, and is 
boun&d north by Vermilion; east, by the state of Indiana; 
south by Clark; and west by Coles connty. 

It is twenty-seven miles long, from north to south; and 
tw^nty^ve miles wide, from east to west — containing 
eighteen townships, or about 648 square miles. 

Edgar county is watered by Big Clear, and Bm- 
lette^s creeks, which are small streams, and enter the 
Wabash. Little Embarras heads in the western and 
southwestern parts of this county, and runs southwest 
into Coles. 

The south and east sides of this comity are well timber- 
ed with all the varieties found on the eastern side of the 
state, including poplar. 

The soil in general is rich, adapted to the various pro- 
ductions of this state. Pork and beef— especially the 
former — are its chief exports, which find a ready market 
at Terre Haute and Clinton, Indiana. 

It belongs to the fourth jodtcial cireoit, and sends two 
members to the house of representatives, and one to the 
senate. 

The seat of justice is Parti, 
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BDWABos couimr. 



Edwards County was organised from Gallatin, in 1814. 
It lies OR the Little Wabash river, and has Lawrence 
county on the north; Wabash county east; White couo- 
ty soiith; and Wayne county west. 

It is twenty-two miles long, from north to south; and 
an average width of eleven miles— containing about 183 
square miles, proportionably divided into timber and 
prairie. 1( is the smallest county in the state. 

The prairies are Amail, high, undulating, and bounded 
by heavy timber. The English settlement formed by 
Messrs. ^irbeek and Flowers is inHbis county. 

Edwards county is watered by the Little Wabash 
river which runs aloBg and near its western border; and 
the Bon Pas, which forms its eastern boundary, and their 
branches. 

. Its prairies are Boltenhouse, Burnt, Long, Bon Pas, 
Village, Bush and Mills, in all of which are flourishing 
settlements. A settlement of about 60 families is in the 
timbered country, in the south end of this county. 

Edwards county is attached to the fourth judicial cir- 
cuit; sends one member to the house of representatives, 
and, with Wabash and Wayne, one member to the senate. 
The seat of justice is Jilbion, 



KFF19GHAM COUNTY. 

Effingham County was laid off by the legislature from 
Fayette county, in 1831, but did not become organised by 
the election of officers and the possession of county pri- 
vileges till the commencement of 1833. 

It is bounded north, by Shelby, and a comer of Coles; 
east by Jasper; south by Clay, and a corner of Fsyette( 
and west by Fayette. It is twenty-four miles long, and 
about tweoty-one broad— containing 486 square miles* 
It is watered by the Little Wabash river and its branches, 
9* 
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and contains good second rate land, tolerably level. The 
bottom lands on the Little Wahath are rich, and heavily 
timbered, but are inundated for a day when the river rises 
ao as to overflow its banks* 

Effingham couBty, in union with Fayette, send« two 
members to the house of representatives, and with Fajr* 
ette and Clay, one to the senate. It belongs to the second 
Judicial circuit. 

The seat of jn8tice4s E%oingtan* 



FAYBTTE COUNTY. 

Fayette County was formed from Boa^ Edwards, Craw- 
£E>rd, and Clark, in 1821, embracing a large extent of 
territory, extending northward to the Illinois river, 
which has since been formed into several counties. It 
is situated on the Kaskaskia river, and is bounded north 
by Shelby; east by Effingham; south by Marion, and a 
comer of Clinton; and west by Bond and Montgomery. 
It is about twenty-seven miles long, and tw«nty-fonr 
broad, with additional townships at the sentheast and 
southern corners, and contains about 730 square miles. 
Vandalia the present seat of government for the state, is 
eituated towards the Southwestern part. Besides the 
Kaskaskia river, which passes through FayeUe, it is 
watered by Hurricane fork, Higgin*s, Ramsey's and 
Beck's creeks on the west, and by Big and Hickory 
creeks on the east. There is a heavy growth of timber 
in several parts of this county, especially along the 
Kaskaskia, and the Hurricane fork. Besides some prai- 
ried of 4;onvenient size, intersected with points of timber, 
about twelve miles in width of the eastern side of Fayette 
is in the Grand prairie. 

The bottom lands of the Kaskaskia are low, snbjeet to 
inundation, and contain many small lakes and ponds. The 
country around Vandalia is undulating and well timbered, 
and the soil is second rate. 

The principal settlements in Fayette are Harricane, 
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Seminary townihip, BtiekfnwBtmr'B, Hsdl's, 'Bnmik% 
Wakefield's, Haley's and Bigr creek. 

There are seTeral grist mills propelled by water power 
in the county, and a valuable steam saw mill at Yandalii^ 
Fayette belongs to the second judicial eircait; and with 
£ffingham, sends two membei^ to the house of represeiD- 
tatives, and with Effingham and Clay, one to the senmto 
The population is estimated at 4100. 

The seat of justice isVandaU€t. 



WVLAXKLVS GOtfKTF. ' 

Frank&fi County was formed out of GallatiB, White, 
and an tfttaefaed part of Jackson coonty, in 1818, and is 
Situated in the southern part of Uie state. It is bohnded 
north by Jefferson eoanty; east, by Hamilton smd Gallatin; 
south, by Johnson and Union; and west, by Jackson and 
Perry counties. It is thirty-six miles long and twenty- 
four miles wide; making 864 square miles. Franklin 
county is watered' by Big Muddy river and branofaea, and 
and the south fork of Saline creek. The praiHes are gene^ 
rally small and fertile, but rather too level; the timber is 

food and in abundance; the soil rather sandy. Its pro- 
ucts are similar to those of the counties adjoining, and it 
is capable of being made a rich agricultural county. 

Franklin sends two members to the house of represen- 
tatives, and with Jadtson county, one member to the se- 
nate. It is attached to th^ third judicial circuit* 
The eoanty seat is Frankfort. 



tm/fOtf COCXTY* 

Fulton County was formed from Pike coonty, in 1825, 
and is bounded north, by Knox, and a corner of Peoria; 
east by Peoria, and the lUioois river; south by the Illi* 
nois river, and Schuyler county; and west by Schuyler 
and MoDoAoogh and a eoraer of Warrea oooaties* 
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. The Illioois washes He sdntheastera nde^ and ghree 
it an irregular shape. The Spooo river passes through 
it; and Otter creek waters the southwestern, and Oop- 
lieras creek the northeastern portions. 

It is from twenty-four to forty-two miles long, from 
north to south; and from twelve to thirty miles broad-^ 
eontaining 874 seuare miles. ^ 

Nearly one half of Fulton county is heavily timbered 
with the yarieties that ^ound on the military tract; and 
much both of its prairie and timbered land, is of an ei- 
cellent quality. It is in general well watered; the streams 
usually flow over a gravelly bottom, and furnish many 
good mill seats. 

Its productions are wid will centinoe to be similar to this 
regrion of country; and the Illinois and Spoon rivers will 
afiiord facilities to market. This whole region on the 
Illinois must shortly become a wealthy agricultural coun- 

Fulton county belongs to the fifth judicial circuit, and, 
with Knox and Henry, sends two members ta the house 
of representatives, and one member to the senate. Popu^ 
latioh about 7000. 

Con nty seat Lewuton. 



OALLATllf COUNTY. 

GuUaiin County joins the Wabash and the Ohio, in the 
southeastern corner of the state, and was organised in 
1813. It is bounded north by White county; east, by 
the states of Indiana and Kentucky; south by Pope coun- 
ty; and west by Pope, and Franklin counties. 

It is from thirty to thirty-six miles long, and with a 
medium width of twenty-seven miles— containing abont 
760 square miles. 

Its eastern boundary is washed by the Wabash and 
Ohio rivers, and the interior watered by the Saline creek 
and its tributaries. 

Sand predominates in the soil of this part of 4he state. 
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Tbe Wsis took ffenecAHj is sttddtftoile^ lyitf pvobftbty 
upoB i Btritom of elajr mti^ ' 

ThiB coanty is mostly ooTvred w¥^ timbeiy amotijifeA 
whiek are T&rioas Idnds of Mdc, i»«laot,poi>lflH multeiry, 
luekory; koech^ oyptMt, aad iko other kinds found in this 
part of the stttte^ 

The saiii^, in the viciiii^ of Si)«ality, are 9Ciatm$ 
of wealth; and ^rokh large qoantiues of salt fbr faoine 
constMuption. 

Other articles of export, are horses, beef, pevk, ^attt^ 
kunber,. some tobaooo, ete. Aboat one half of the salt 
Manufeotured at the saliaee is ezehanged ibr oom^ eoM 
meal, flonr, beef, pork, potatoea, and e^tj species of pro^ 
dace ram^ in the eoantry, to support the establisliinekit. 

This part of the stats is well adapted to the growth of 
etook. 

Gallatin coanty eontainS abont 9,760 inhiibitattts. It 
is attached to the third jntietd cirenit, and senda three 
members to the hoase of represeaiaitireS) and ctee member 
to the senate. 

Shawneetown is an important commercial town on the 
Ohio. 

The seat of jnstice is Equality, 



oaaiKC cofricTT. 

Greene County was formed from Madison, in Jadnaiy, 
1891; and is bonnded on the north by Morgan; east by 
Maeoopin; sonth by^ Madison fand the Mississippi rivei^ 
and west by the Illinois rirer, which sepsmtes it from Cal* 
houn and Fike eonaties. 

Its medium length is thirty-eight miles; wid^, twenty- 
foar miles; superfteial contents 913 square miles. The 
lUinota and Missisnppi washes its western and a portion 
of its southern borders; Apple and Macoupin creeks pass 
through it. 

The banks of the Mississippi in the southern parts of 
this coanty are generally composed of perpendicular cliffs, 
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yarying in hm^h% from 80 to 300 feet, eoDSisting of hori- 
zontal strata of lime and sandstone; frequentljrimbeddedl 
^th coal. Tlie latter does not show itself at the &ce of 
.the cliffa, hot ie found in great abundance a short dlstanoe 
from it. These cliffs commence at Alton, a^d extend 
along the Mississippi and Illinois rivers to the northern 
part of the county; sometimes, however, recedtag several 
miles east, leaving a low and fertile alluvion whh3k isnsa- 
ally timbered on the banks of the river, and. a prairie sur- 
face towards the bluffs. v 

Greene county has much excellent land, both timber 
apd prairie; the jsurfato approaches nearer to a level thai 
Ihe counties further Aorth, with prq>ortionalte quaottties 
of timber and prairie, The population about 13,5004 

Greene counQr is attached to the first judicial circuit, 
and sends three members to the house of representativea, 
and one to the Senate, and unites with Calhoun in send- 
ing one additional representative and senator. 
. The seat of justice is CarrolUon. 



HAMILTON COUNTV. 

Hamilton County was formed from White county, in 
1821, and is bounded north by Wayne; east by White; 
south by Gallatin; and west by Franklin and Jefferson 
counties. It is twenty-four miles long, and eighteen 
broad— area 432 square miles. 

This county is watered by branches of the Saline creek, 
and Little Wabash river, *and contains a large proportion 
of timbered land. The soil generally is second and third 
rate, with a considerable tract of swamp in the northern 
part of the county. 

Hamilton county belongs to the third judicial circuit; 
eends one member to the house of representatives, and» 
with Jefferson county, one to the senate. 

The seat of justice is Me Leamhoro*. 
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HAttocM:^ ooBimr^ 



Hwfwiek Caufdy was foitned from Pike oountyy in 1895. 
It is thirty miles in length, and from twenty-four to thirty 
wiles broad— containing aboot T75 square miles. 

It lies north of Adams, west of McDonoagh, south of 
Warren^ and is Washed by the Mississippi on its western 
side. 

Hanoock prairie, from tweWe to twenty nulesin width, 
1008 from south to- north through this county. On the 
east, it is watered by the branches of Crooked creek; 
and on the southwest, by Bear; and on the northwest, 
by Camp creek. This county in the aggregate is defi- 
cient in timber. The banks of Beartsreek furnish a sup- 
ply for that portion of the county. A strip lines the bank 
of the Mississippi, in some places of considerable width 
and of excellent quality — in other places narrow and of 
inferior quality. A tolerably demse settlement extends 
along the line of this timber. Crooked creek furnishes 
a due proportion of timber and prairie, and a body of ex* 
celleutlaud. 

Hancock county belong to the fifth judicial circuity 
sad sends one represetftative, and with MoDonough one 
Senator to the legislature. 

The county seat i» Cartka^. 



HENBY C0UKT7. 

Beary Connty was formed in 1825, Ibut not organised 
for judicial pcirposes till ireoently. 
. It is bounded noftb by Whiteside and Roek Island; 
east by Putnam; south by Knox, and west by Mereer 
and Rock Island connties. It is thirty miles long east 
and west, and about the same broad— area 840 square 
miles. It is watered by Edwards, and some of the head 
branches of Spoon river, Rock river, Green river and the 
Winnebago swamp and outlet. 
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About the Big Groye, Fraker's settlement, and on Ed- 
wards river is considenMe gwod land, bat in ^neral 
Henry county is not equal to the counties contiguous. 
The- Winnebago swamp spreads i^mi^ its northern -side; 
and there isMMmsiderable level, wet, swampy land be^ 
tween the wiaters that fall into the MissiMippi and those 
tbat fow to the Illinois. - ' - 

There is good land enough wi^in its borders to make 
a respectabl^ county. It belongs to the fifth judicial civ* 
cult, and with Knox and Warren, sends one member to 
each branch of the legii^ature. Its county seal "not \^ 
cated. 



IROQUOn C0VHT7. 

This county was Imd off by the legislature, in 1683^ 
It is bounded on Uie noiHi by Will eoutt^; east by the 
state of Indiana; south by Vermilion county; and west 
by an irregular str% of country, attached to Vermilion 
eeunty. 

It is about 42 miles long and thirty-four broads-con- 
taining about 14^8 square n^les. 

Kankakee, Iroqaois, Sueur, Spring a^d- Bearer creeke 
are its water courses. A large proportion of this county 
is prairie; the timber is in groves, and stoips along the 
streams. 

Settlements have been formed to some extent on Iro- 
quois and Sugar creeks. There are many sand ridges 
and plains in this region, but considerable portions of 
prairie are very ri^. Iroquois is attached to die serenth 
judicial circuit, and sends one representative, and with 
liE Salle^ Kane and Boone, one senator to the l^iela- 
ture. Population about 1800. The seat of justice is net 
yet established. 
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JACKflOK OOVirtT. 



Jcukion County was formed fconi Randdph and Jofaa*' 
8cm, in 1S16. It is ahaated on the Miaaiasippi^ and kaa 
Randolph county on the north, Franklin east. Union south, 
and the Mississippi river and a portion of Randolph west. 
It ia tweoty-foar milee from north to aoath^ and fr^om 
eighteen to twenty-eight miles from east to west— its 
area la.aboat 576 square miles. Thia eounty ia watered 
by Muddy nver aad ita tributaries* 

On this stroaEi, near BrawnsTille, la a aidiae wheia 
eonaiderable qaantitiea of aalt are maaafa^ared, 

Jackson coouty ia generally a (imbued tract of cqimh 
try, except towards ita northeastern part where are aonaa 
fine prairiea. Tlie timber in thia oountry and ak)ng the 
Miuldy^ ia e£ the varioua kinds eoiamoa io this poition of 
the state, as oaks of sereral species, hickory, elm, popkr* 
walnut, sugar maple, etc. 

Ita exports are asdt, eoaU pork, beef, bersea, ele^ 

Jackson county belonga to the third judicial circativ 
and aende one member to the houae of repreaealatives, 
and with Franklto, one member to the aenafte^ Po|Mila» 
(ion about 3,150. 

County 9eai BpownsmUe. 



JASPBE etmwY» 

Jkafur Couniy was formed oat of Oia wfaidyaad email 
portions of Lawrence and Clay, in 1€31. 

It is bounded north by Coles; east by Crawford; 
south by Lawrence and Clay; and west by a corner 
of Clay, and Effingham* It ia twenty-three miles long, 
and twenty-two wide— and contains about 508 square 
■Mlea. The Erabairaa ruaa tiuroogh H^ and tii» Muddy 
Fofk of the Little Wabash wateia ita western aidtau 
If ach <d tha pratita and tiaabeBsd land of thia eoaai^r i« 
10 
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levelt wet, and of an inferior qaality. The aettlemeota 
are small amounting to fi&y or sixty families. 

On the North Fork and the main Embarras are some 
food tracts of fertile soil. 

The county seat is oailed Newton* 



jEFFiRSoir oopimr. 

Jeffanon County was organised from Edwards and 
White counties, in 1819. M is bounded on the north by 
Marion; east by Wayne and Hamilton; south by Frank- 
lin: and west by Perry and Washington. It is twenty- 
four miles long and the same in width— containing 676 
•qoare miles. 

Jefferson county is watered by sereral branches of the 
Big Muddy, which bead in this county, and a small 
branch of the little Wabash. 

The soil is tolerable second rate land, about one-third 
prairie; the timbered land is ooTcred with Tarious kinds of 
oak, hickory, elm, sugar tree, etc 

Its productions find their market either at Shawneetowa 
or St.. Louis. Its prairies, all of which contain good setii 
tlements, are Casey's, Jordon's, Moore's, Walnut Hill, 
Arm of Grand, and Long prairie. Its streams are East, 
Middle, and West Forks of Big Muddy river, and Adams's 
branch of Skillet Fork. 

Jefferson county is attached to the third judicial circuit, 
and sends one member to the house of representatives* 
and, with Hamilton county, erne member to, the senate. 

The seat of Justice is Mnmt Femon* 



JO DATIISS COUMTT. 

JoDamii$ Cowniy was formed in 1887, but has sine* 
been reduced to about the following extent. From east 
to west from 19 to. 34 miles, and from north to aoatk 
37 miles, and extending by the curve of the MissiBsippi, 
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ifl a trianguUr form nearly to a poiat at its aorthwestera 
conier;>*>contaiDiiig aboat 72.4 aqaare miles. 

It 18 boiindad by Wtseonsin territory on the north, Ste- 
phenson on the east, Whiteside county sooth, and the Mia* 
sissippl river west. 

It is watered by Fever river, Apple, Rash, and Plnm 
ereeks, and some smaller streams. 

This county is rieh, both for agricultaral and minings 
purposes. liead and copper are in abundance here. Like 
all the northern part of Illinois, timber is scarce. The 
surface is undulating^ — ^in Some plaees hilly—well water* 
ed, both with springs and mill streams. 

The timber is ia groves, and upon the margins of tba 
atreams. 

The county was named in honor of the. late general Jo» 
seph H. Daviess, of Kentucky, who gallantly fell, in the 
disastrous battle of Tippecanoe, 4n IBll. It was bad 
taste, however, in the legislature, to affix the appellatioa 
of /o to a name that has received marked respect in the 
western states. 

The chief export of this region is lead; but it is a fine 
country for both grain and stock. 

Jo Daviess county is attached to the sixth judicial cir^ 
euit, and, with Mercer and Rock Island, Stephenson, 
'Winnebago, Ogle and Boone, sends two repreeeata- 
lives and oae senator to the legislature. 

The seat of justice is Galena, 



JOBNSOlf COUNTY. 

Juktuon Cmmiy was organised from Randolph in 181^ 
and is situated in the southern part of the state. It is 
bounded north by Franklin; east by Pope; south by the 
Ohio river; and west by Union and Alexander coan- 
ties. 

It is from twenty-five to thirty miles long; breadth, 
eighteen; its area, about 486 square miles* 

The interior of the county is watered by Cash river and 
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Bbf Bay (mek. Between thetostrenM iind ten or tw^v<t 
miles from tke Ohio rhrer, which wtshee ile eovtheni 
hontodlMy, it n Hne of j^nde, interspersed with ridges 
•nd islaifds of rich land; and at high watcv, a laige cni^ 
lent passes oat of Big Bay into Cash rlTer* 

On the Bonth aide of the^e ponds is v«ry rich hind with 
ft string of settlements; hat va unhealthy region. Be^ 
tween this tract and the Ohio riyer, is a tra<9t of harrena 
and timber, with a tolerebfy good soil, but not mach po^n* 
hitfon. A Kne of aetdements coatiguom te the Ohio riTer 
eoclands throagh the eounty.^ 

Johnson county «Mlains Oonatderable ^quantities of f eoi 
kited) toierabty ieire'S well timbered, and ineUnhtg to a 
sandy soil. The principal timber in this region, is cyfresa^ 
aogar maple, oaca of various apeeies, hickory, sweet gum, 
wHh aoiQie poplwr, elm, wahrat, and cedar. 

Johnson county eenls one member to the hons^of r^ 
•reeeatatives; and with Poj^, one to the seAate. It he> 
•oaga to ihhrd judicial chcnit. 

The seat of justice is Vienna, 



KAirt COUNTT. 

Kme C&unhf waa formed f^om the attached iKmion ef 
Xa Salle, January, 1836. It is bounded north by Boone 
and McHenry, east^by Cook, south by La Salle, and west 
by Ogle county. 

It is thirty-six miles square, and contains 1996 square 
miles. 

It is watered by Fox rirer in its southeastern p^rts, 
and Indian creek, Somonauk, Rock aad Blackberry, Wa- 
lK>neic, Morgan ataid Mill ereeks that emer Fort rirer, a^i 
^on its western and northwestern portion, several smalt 
alteams, and the south and main branches' of the Kieh^ 
waukee or Scyamore, that enters Rock river. These ar^ 
all excellent mill streams, and already saw and flouring 
mills are built or in progress. 

The limber'is In groves, of which Au Sable, Big- weeds. 
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Lttile-woods and Tarious others are thickly settled aroond. 
There is white, black, red, y^low and bur oaks, sagrar 
maple, linden or basswood, black and white walnut, hick* 
crj, ash of various spedes, white poplar, ironwood, elm, 
lioine cherry, and occasional clumps of cedar along the 
eHlis that oyerhatig Fox river, and other streams. . 

Population from twelve to fifteen hundred and rapidly 
ifiereasing* 

Kane county belongra to the seventh judicial etrcuit and 
is rSf^resented in connection with La Salle, and Iroquois. 

The seat of joscice is not permanently located. 



KWOX COUNTY. 

ITftAT County is bounded north by Henry; east by Peo- 
ria, and a corner of Putnam; south by Fulton; and west 
by Warren, and a comer of Mercer. 

It is thirty miles long, and from twenty-four to thirty 
miles broads-containing 793 square miles. 

It is watered by Henderion and Spoon rivers, and thek 
tributaries. 

The prairies in this county are laree and generally oftbe 
best qualit^r; and there are several lafffe and excellent 
tracts of timber on the water courses. The soil in general 
is of the first quality. 

Knox county was laid off by the legislature in a c^ne- 
ral distribution of counties on the military tract, in Janu- 
ary, 1825, though not organised for judicial purposes till 
about five years after. 

It belongs to the fifth judicial circnit,and with Warren 
and Henry sends one member to each branch of the legia^ 
latnre. 

Papulation about 2000. 

Seat of jostiee, KnoxvUk. 
10* 



,y Google 



114 ▲ aMasmaim 



La Salk Cffuntff was foUrmeA in 1881« h is lMiBde4 
nortli hf KanSj east by Will, sootli by Lidoffsten audi 
M'Lean, and west by Patnam. U is 48 miles loagr from 
^east to west, aad ^ miles wide, with an addition of Ibar 
townships projecting south from its southwest ootaer^ 
teontaininf about 1864 sqeare miles. 

Besides the Illinois river, wtiieh passes tbtoagb it, 
Fox river, Big and Little Vermilion,- Crow ereek, A.n Sa- 
ble, Indian creek. Mason, Tomahawk, and several smaller 
streams water this county. In general, the streams in 
this part of the state ran over a rodcy or gravelly bed, and 
have but few alluvial bottoms near them. 

Like the adjacent eounties. La Salle is defiotemt in tim« 
liei; but contains abondance.of riefa, undnlating, dry prai- 
rie, fine mill streams* extensive ooal beds, and DMiat eve»- 
taally become a rich oonnty* Its situation will enable 
the population to send off .their (iroduee either by the lilt* 
voM river to a soathern market* or by the lakes to the 
north. 

La Salle connty belooga lo tbe seventh judicial «irenit 
•lid with Kane sends oneTepresentative, and, with the ad* 
ditioB of Iroquois, onesiinator to the legislature. 

The seat of justice is Ottawa* 



lAwatNci couimr. 

Lawrenee Cmm/^ was formed in 1891, fpom a part of 
Bdwards and Crawford, and is situated on the eastern 
aide of the state, opposite Vincennes. 

It is bounded north by Crawfoid, and » corner of Jas- 
per; east by the Wabash river; south by Wabairii and 
Edwards counties; and west by Clay. 

It is twenty miles across, north and south, and a medium 
length of twenty-eight miles— conuining about 560 square 
miles. 
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It is watered by the Embarras rirer, and Racoon creek, 
which pass throogrh it, «iid Fex river on its western bor- 
der. The banks of these streams are low and subject to 
ifiiANiatiom 

in the low prairies, near the Wabash, are swamps and 
^sloaghs, known by tlie name of ** purgatory," which, in a 
wet season, are miry, and extremely unpleasant to the 
-traTeler. Over some of these, bridgres and levees are now 
constructed. In a dry season, the water cTaporates, and 
the ground becomes firm. 

Lawrenoe county contains about an e<jual proportion of 
timber and prairie, some of which is inferior land, and 
other portions of an excellent quality. 

Its exports are corn, beef, pork, cattle, elc, much of 
iNrhioh is sent down the Big Wabash in flat boata to New 
Orleans. 

This county belongs to the fourth judicial circuit, and 
»end« two members to the house of representatives, and, 
with Crawford and Jasper one to the senate. 

Tlie county seat is Lawrmeeville, 



LIYINOSTON COUNTY. 

JUvingaton County was formed from La Salle, McLean, 
end an attached portion of Vermilion county, in February, 
1837. It is 96 miles long, and about 30 miles wide; con- 
taining about 1040 square miles. 

It is bounded north by La Salle, east byastripof comn 

Sf attached to Vermiliony south by the same tract, and 
cLean, and west by McLean and La Salle counties. 

It contains some rich tracts of timbered land, and a 
large quantity of fine rich undulating prairie. It is wa- 
tered by the Maekinau and its branches, and by the Muddy 
<Fofk, Otter Fork, and other small etreams. 

Limestone and coal are its principal minerals. Livings- 
ton county belongs to the first judicial circuit, while one 
-portion is represented in the legtotature by the represen- 
tation of La Salle, and the ether by that of McLcen, 

Its seat of justice is not yet established. 
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MACON COUMTT* 



Macon County was fonned from the attached part of 
Shelby, in 1839, and is bounded north by McLean; east 
by Champaign and Coles; soath by Shelby; and west by 
Sangamon. 

It is thirty-nine miles long, and. thirty-six broad — eo»^ 
taining 1,404 sqaare miles. 

The soutlieastern portion is watered by the Kaskaskia 
and its tributaries; the middle and northern portions by 
the North Fork of the Sangamon; and the norihwestem 
part by Salt creek. 

There is much first rate land in Macon county. Some 
of the prairies are large, «nd, in the interior, levels and 
wet; but generally dry, rich, aud -undulating near the 
timber. 

Macon county is attached to the irst judicial oirouk 
and 9ends one representative, and with McLean county, 
one senator. The population is estimated at 3,600* 

,The county seat is Decatur. 



MADISON COUNTY. 

MadUon County was orjranised from St. Clair oounty, 
in 1819, and then embraced a large portion of the state. It 
is now bounded north by Greene, Macoupin^ and a corner 
of Montgomery countiei); east, by Bond, and a corner of 
Clinton; south by St. Clair; and west by the Mississippr. 

It is 24 miles from north to south; and from 38 to 36 miles 
from east to west — and contains about 750 square miles. 

It is watered by Silver and Cahokia creeks, and Wood 
river, and their branches. 

A portion of this county lies in the American bottom, 
but much of it is high, undulating, and proportionably 
divided into timber and prairie. 

Settlements were formed in this county about thirty- 
five years since. Coal, and buildingetone, are abandaaU 
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Around Alton, and alonp Wood riTer, and Cahokia creek, 
is one of the finest bedies of Itmber in this part of the 
sute. 

The prairie are ^rery advantageonsly situated for set- 
liements, and will somi be covered with well caltiraied 
ftirms. Wheat, com, bee^ perk, horeee, cattle, and al- 
most every production of Illinois, are raised to tkiscountyv 
and find a ready market. 

Madison coanty beton^s lo the second }«diota1 ciieiiit, 
and sends one senator and two representatives to the tegi^ 
lature, and unites witli St. Glair and Monroe in aaoUier 
senator. - 

The seat of justice is EdwanhviiU. 



MACOUPIN 0017NTT. 

3fyctmptn C&unty wad or||[anlsed from the attached por- 
tion of Greene county, in 1829. It is boumied north by 
8angatoon and Morgan; east by Montj^omery; sooth by 
Madison; and west by Greene. It is tfairty-six miles 
lonflr, from north to south; and tweniy-fonr miles broad — 
containing 864 square miles. 

The Macoupin creek and its branches water the middle 
and western parts, the Cahokia creek the southeastern, 
and the heads of Wood river and Piasau, the south- 
western parts of the county. 

Some of the prairies on the eastern side are large, level, 
Bnd wet; but a large portion of the coanty is excellent 
Soil, and well proportioned into timber and prairie, and 
rapidly settling. About one-third of the county is tim- 
l>ered land. It is an excellent agricultural connty, and 
will soon produce large quantities of pork, beef, wheat, 
'Otc., which will naturally reach the market at Alton. 

Macoupin County sends one member to the koase of 
tepresentativee, «Bd one to the senate. The county sest 
Is CarUmiUt, 
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MARIOir COOMTTw 



Marion County lies in the interior of the state, and is 
bounded north by Fayette; east by Clay, and a comer of 
Wayne; south by Jefferson; and West by Clinton, and a 
corner of Payette. 

It was formed from Jefferson and Fayette counties, in 
1823, is twenty-four miles in extent, and contains 576 
square miles. 

Marion county embraces the southern part of the Grand 
prairie, and is watered by Crooked creek, and the East 
Fork of the Kaskaskia, on its western, and Skillet Fork 
on its eastern side. 

It has considerable land of second quality; about one 
third timber, and the rest prairie. Considerable post oak 
timber is found in this county. 

Marion county is attached to the third judicial eireuit, 
sends one member to the house of representatives, andf 
with Clinton, one member to the senate* 

The cou.nty seat is Sakm. 

Population, 3,000. 



MODONOUOB couimr. 

MeDonongh County was formed from Pike coonty, in 
1835, but not or^iranised till 1829. It is situated in the 
centre of the military tract; is bounded north by War- 
ren; east by Fulton; south by Schuyler; and west by 
Hancock. 

It is twenty-four miles square, with an area of sixteen 
townsliips, 576 square miles, and 368,640 acres. 

Crooked creek and its branches water most of this tract. 
The eastern side of McDonough county for eight or teo 
miles in width is prairie; the reiaainder is suitably pro- 
portioned into timber and prairie of the richest quality. 
A tract of country, fifteen or twenty miles square, taken 
from the eastern side of Hancock and the western half of 
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McDonoQgh, is not excelled for agricultaral purposes by 
any portion of the great valley. 

Most of the streams have good mill seats for a portion 
of the year. 

McDonongh county is attached to the fiAh judicial cii^ 
eoit, sends one representative, and, with Hancock, one 
senator to the legislature. 

The seat of justice is Mntcgmb. 



MCHENRY COUNTY. 

McHenry County was formed from Cook county, Janu- 
ary, 1836, and is bounded north by Wisconsin Territory; 
east by lake Michigan; south by Cook; and west by 
Boone county. 

It is about forty miles lohg and twenty-four miles wide, 
containing about 960 square miles. Thia includes only 
its land area. Its legal boundary extends e^t to tte 
middle of Lake Michigan. 

It is watered by the north branch of the Chicago, Des 
Plaines, Fox river and branches, together with Cache 
Mere, Crystal and otb^r small lakes. Some of these lakes 
have limpid water, gravelly beds, with ridges of gravel 
and sand around them. 

East side of Fox river, the soil approaches to a clay, 
while on the western side it is a rich, sandy loam. Tim- 
l^er abounds along the lake shore, and near the streams, 
with many beautiful groves and oak openings in the in- 
terior. It is similar in quality to Kane and Ogle coun- 
ties. Limestone is plenty. 

McHenry belongs to the seventh judicial circuit, and is 
connected with Cook and Will counties in its represen- 
tation. 

The seat of justice is not yet located. 
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McLKAN OOVIITV. 



McLean County has Livingston and La Salle on th% 
north; %n irrefpalar strip of country, and a corner of Cham- 
paign county, east; Macon, south; Sangamon touches it 
on the southwest; and Tazewell lies west. 

It is from twenty-eight to forty-eight miles long, and 
forty-two to twelve broad, having 1,675 square miles. 

One third of the eastern, and a portion of the northern 
tide of this county is one vast prairie, and yet it has large 
tracts of the finest timbered land in the state. The tim- 
ber is beautifully arranged in groves of vjArioua shapes 
and sizes^ from those of fifteen or eighteen square milest 
down to those of a few acres. 

McLean county is watered by the Kickapoo, Sugar 
creek, and Salt creek, all which take their rise in the 
pjrairies of this couniy. The heads of the Vermilion, 
liver of the Illinois are found in the northeastern corner 
and those of Sangamon are on the eastern skirts. These 
streams furnish good mill seats when the water is not too 
Jlow. ^ 

The cottatrv is elevated, moderately undulating* and of 
a rich soil. Where timber exists it is usually of ezcellenfe 
quality. Here Are to be found oak of various species^ 
walnut, hickory, ash, sugar maple, e)m, haekberry, lin- 
den, cherry, and many other kinds. Papaw- is Crequentl j 
amongst the smaller growth^ 

Of the minerals, limestone is found on the branchea cf 
the Vermilion. Granite, in detached masses^ or boulden^ 
called by the settlers ** lost rocks," and used fer mill 
•tones, are plentifully scattered over the CQuutry. Coal 
is found in several settlements. 

McLean county sends two representatives, and, with 
Macon, one senator to the legislature. 

The seat of justice is Bloomington. 
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MBRCKR COUNTY. 
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of the coanty, is considerable good land, and a mixtare of 
timber and prairie. ' 

Monroe county is attached to the second Jadicial cir- 
cuit, and sends one member to the honse of representa- 
tives, and one to the senate. 

The seat of jusUce is Waterloo, 



MONTOOMKRY COUNTY. 

Montgomery County was formed from Bond, in fsSl. 
It is bounded north by Sangamon; east b^ Shelby and 
Fayette; south by Bond; and west by Madison and Ma- 
coupin counties. 

It is thirty-four miles long, with an average width of 
twenty-seven miles, and has about 960 square miles. 

It is watered by Shoal creek and its branches, some of 
the heads of the Macoupin, a branch of the South Fork 
of the Sangamon, and the Hurricane Fork, and is propor- 
tionably divided into timber and prairie. The surface is 
generally high and undulating. 

Montgomerv county belongs to the second judicial cir- 
cuit, and sends one member to the house of representa- 
tives, and, in connection with Bond one to the senate. 

The seat of justice is HilUboro'*. 



MORGAN OOUNTT. 

Morgan County ^ one of the most flourishing counties in 
the state, lying on the east side of the Illinois river^ wa» 
formed from the attached part 'of Greene, in January, 
1823. 

It is bounded north by Cass; east by Sanffamon; 
sooth by Macoupin and Greene; and w«st by the Illinois 
river, which separates it from Pike and Schuyler. It is 
thirty-four miles long; medium width, twenty-seven; arem 
918 square miles. 

The lUinois river washes Us western border; Indian, 
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Maavaiseterre, Apple, Sandy, and seyeral smaller creeks 
rise within its borders, and pass tbroagh it, famishing 
many good mill seats* 

Morgan county is destined to become one of the rich- 
est agricultural connties in the state. In 1831, the tract 
of country eenbraced within the limits of this county, con- 
tained only twenty families, [n 1825, its population was 
4,052; in 1830, it was 13,281; and now, is estimated at 
20,000, without Cass county. 

It is well proportioned into timber and prairie, well 
watered, and contains many extensive and well cultivated 
farms, lu this county are more than thirty mills for 
sawing and grinding, propelled by animal or water power. 
Seven large steam mills are in operation, and two more 
have been commenced, and will be finished the present 
year. 

Improved farms, in the populous parts ef the county, 
sell tor from ten to twenty dollars per acre; several towns 
and villages have been commenced besides Jacksonvillcy 
which are in a thriving condition. 

Emigration, attended with industry and enterprise, in 
a &w fleeting years, has changed a region that we have 
seen in all tlie wildness of uncultivated nature, into smil- 
ing villages and luxuriant fields, and rendered it the hap- 
py abode of intelligence and virtue. 

Morgan county belongs to the first judicial circuit, 
sends six members to the house of representatives, and 
three to the senate. 

The seat of justice is Jacksonville, 



OOLB COUNT V. 

OgU County was formed from Jo Daviess, and a part 
of the attached portion of La Salle, January, 1836; It 
is from 36 to 42 miles long, and 36 miles wide; — contain- 
ing about 1440 square mi&s. 

Rock river passes diagonally through its northwestern 
portion. Winnebago Swamp and Inlet, and several other 



,y Google 



1^4 ▲ eAZSTTEXR 

•#arap8 are in Hs southern part. Pioey Leaf, and Kit« 
rivers, and several smaller streams, all of which empty 
themselves into Rock river, furnish good mill seats. 
The timber is chiefly in groves, many of which are pecu- 
Harly beautiful, and of various shapes and sizes. Much 
ef the surface is andulaHng, the soil calcareous, deep and 
rich, and the country is rapidly settling. The present 
popnlation may be estimated at 1200. 

Ogle county belongs to the sixth judicial circuit;— its 
representative connection is with Jo Daviess and several 
ether couRties. Its courts are held temporarily at Oregon 
eity, bat its seat of justice is not permaoeatly established. 



PEORIA coohtt. 

Peoria County lies on the west side of the Illinois 
river, about two hiindred miles by water, and a hundred 
and fifty by land, above the junction of the Mississippi. 
This county contains considerable tracts of excellent 
land. 

Its principal settlements are< Peoria, Kickapoo creek. 
La Salle prairie, Senatchwine, Prince's and Harkness' 
settlements. 

It is watered by the Kickapoo, the heads of Spoon 
river. Copperas creek and the Senatchwine. On the Kic- 
kapoo, and on the shore of Peoria lake, for several .miles, 
the timber is good but the prairie )>redominates. 

Peoria county was formed from Pike county, in 1^5, 
and is bounded north by Putnam; east by Tazewell; 
South by Fulton; and west by Knox. It is about twenty- 
seven miles long, and has an average width of twenty* 
four miles— containing about 648 square miles. 

One of the principal roads to Galena passes through 
this county. 

The sarface of the land i^ moderately rolling; on the 
Kickapoo it degenerates into bloffs and ravines. In the 
western and northwestern portion there is a scarcity of 
timber. Between Peoria and La Salle prairie is heavy 
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timber, from two to fire miles in width, aod in placet 
beyond the blufiii. In the bottom land adjoining the 
lake, are spots that overflow; but, in |reneraU it is fit for 
e^ltiyation. The bottom timber consists of oaks of ts- 
rioos species, white and black walnut, ash, hackberry^ 
locast and some hickory, buckeye, coffee uut, and grape 
Yines. 

Peoria County belongs to the sixth judicial circuit, and 
fends one representatire, and with Putnam, one senator 
to the legislature. 

The seat of justice is Peoria. 



PBRSV COUNTY. 

Perry County was organised from Randolph and Jack- 
son counties, in 1837, and is bounded north by Washing- 
ton; east by Jefferson and Franklin; south by Jackson; 
and west by Randolph. It is twenty-five miles long; 
from east to west, and eighteen miles ■ wide— containing 
447 square miles. 

The Big Beaucoup and its tributaries run through the 
middle of this coonty, from north to south, and t^ Lit- 
Ue Muddy touches its eastern border. 

About one third of Perry county is prairie, tolerably 
level, good soil, and susceptible of immediate cultivation. 

Its productions are corn, beef cattle, pork, tobacco, and 
^ some cotton. This little county has sent to market many 
fat steers and fat hogs per annum. 

Perry sends one member to the house of representatives, 
and with Washin^ii,one member to tbe senate. It belongs 
to the third judicial circuit.. 

Pinekneyvilk is the seat of justice. 



piKB commr. 

Pike County is the oldest county on the military tract, 
and was erected from Madison and other oonnties, in 
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1831. It tkwi embraeed the whole coimtrj Dortit ami 
west of the Illinote riTer; but by the eubeeqaent fonna- 
tion of new counties, it is now reduced to ordinary shie* 
containing about twenty-two townships, or 800 square 
miles. 

It is bounded north, by Adams; east, by Schuyler, and 
the Illbois river; south, by that river and Calhoun; and 
west by the Mississippi. 

Besides the Mississippi and Illinois rivers, wbich wasb 
two sides, it has the Snycartee slough running the whole 
len^h of its western border, which affords steamboat 
navigation to Atlas at a full stage of water. Pike coun- 
ty is watered by the Pigeon, Hadle]^ Keys, Black, Dutch, 
Church, Six Mile, and Bay creeks, which fall into the 
Mississippi; and Big and Little Blue, and the North and 
West forks of MoKee's creeks, which enter the llliRois. 
Good mill seats are furniehed by these streams. 

The land is various. The section of country, or rather 
island between the Snycartee slough and the Missis- 
lippi, is a sandy soil, but mostly inundated land at the 
spring floods. Jt furnishes a great summer and winter 
range for stocks, affording considerable open prairies; 
witn skirts of heavy bottom timber near the streams. 
Along the bluffs, and for two or three miles back, the 
land ts chiefly timbered but cut up with ravines, and 
c[iiite rolling. In the interior, and towards Schuyler 
eoanty, excellent prairie and timbered uplands are found 
especially about the Blue rivers and McKee^sereek. IHite 
must eventually become a rich and populous county. 

In Pleasant Yale, on Key's creek, is a salt spring, 
twenty feet in diameter, which boils from the earth, and 
throws off a stream of some size forming a salt pond in its 
vicinity. Salt has been made here though not in great 
quantities. 

Pike county is connected with Adams and Hancock, and 
•ends two representatives and one senator to the legisla- 
ture, and belongs to the fifth judicial circuit. 

The seat of justice is FiH^JMd. 
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POPE couirrr. 



Pope County was fbnned from GallatiD ftDd Johnson 
eouDties, and is situated in the soathern part or the state, 
ftnd is bounded north hy Gallatin, east and south by tha 
Ohio river; and west by Johnson county. 

It was organised as a county, in 1816, by the territo* 
ml gOTernroent; and, after having been sabseqaently 
reduced, is now thirty-six miles long, wi|h a medium 
width of about sixteen miles, and an area of 576 sqaart 
miles. 

The Ohio makes a bend so as to wash its eastern and 
southern sides, and project into the interior. Big Bay 
creek rises towards its northwestern corner, and, after 
entering Johnson county, turns again into Pope, and 
runs a southi^astern course to the Ohio. Lusk's creek, 
and some smaller streams, give it the character of a well 
watered county. It is generally well timbered with the 
Tarieties that abound on that side of the state; the siir<» 
hic% is tolerably level; the soil of a good quality, bnl 
rather sandy. 

Corn, beef, fM>rk, oats, potatoes, horses, ete., are articles 
of exportation in considerable ouantities. 

Pope county sends one member to the house of repre- 
ssntatives, and with Johnson, one te the senate. It be- 
longs to the third judicial circuit. * 

The seat of justice is Golconda. 



PUTNAM coimrr. 

Putnam CoufUv was formed from Pike county in 1895, 
but not organised for judicial purposes till 1831, when 
the boundaries were altered. 

It is now situated on both sides of the Illinois river* 
and is bounded north by Ogle, and Whiteside counties; east 
by La Salle; south by Tazewell and Peoria; and west by 
Henry and a portion of Knox counties. 
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It is thirty-six miles lon^, and thirty six miles broad| 
besides a fractional (portion in its sooth eastern part^-ana 
contains about 1,340 square miles. 

The Illinois river enters this eounty on its eastern 
border, makes a large bend and passes out at its southern 
side. The Bureau, Crow, and Qome smaller streams enter 
the Illinois within this county, and Spoon river waters its 
western border. 

Some of the finest lands in the state are in this county; 
beautiful groves of timber, and rich, undulating, and dry 
prairies. 

There are a number of large settlements of industrious 
and thrifty farmers, amongst which are Bureau Grove, Ox 
Bow Prairie, Knox*s settlement, Spooa river settle- 
ment, and Strawn's settlement. Population about 4,800. 

There are many fine springs in the county, and excellent 
mill seats on the streams. 

Besides oaks of several species, there are most of the 
varieties of timber common to the state, as black and 
white walnut, sugar maple, blue, white, and hoop ash, 
elm, cherry, aspen, iron wood, buckeye, linden, locust^ 
mulberry, etc. 

Lime stone, sand stone, free stone and bituminous coal, 
are its principal mineral productions, and in sufficient 
quantities^ 

Produce will be sent down the Illinois river in steam 
boats from Hennepin. 

A few tracts of prairie in this country are level and wet, 
and there are some small ponds and swamps in the. north- 
ern part. 

In this county are three Presbyterian, two Baptist, one 
Congregational, and three or four Methodist societies, a 
county Bible society that has twice supplied all the des- 
titute with Bibles, a temrperanee society , a county Sunday 
School Union, ten Sunday schools, a county lyceum, and 
several other philanthropic societies. 

Putnam county belongs to the sixth judicial circuit, and 
sends one representative, and with Peoria one senator to the 
legislature. 

The seat of justice is Hennepin, 

^ Digitized by Google 



OF ILUNOII. IM 



KAMDOLPH OOUMTT. 

Randolph Cwmty was formed before the org«nUatioo 
of the territory of lllinoift, tnd is the oldest county, ex- 
cept St. Clair, in the state. 

It is bounded north by Monroe, St Clair, and Wash- 
ington counties; east by Perry; south by th6 Mississippi 
river and a comer of Jackson county; and west by the 
Mississippi. 

Its medium length and breadth is about twenty-four 
miles, though from curratures of the Mississippi, it con- 
tains but about 540 square miles. 

It is watered by the Kaskaskia river, and St. Mary, 
Horse, and some smaller creeks. The soil is of yarious 
kinds; from first rate to indifferent, and has a diversity of 
surface, from the low alluvion, and tlte undulating prairie, 
to the rugged bluffs and abrupt precipices- 
Randolph county belongs to the second judicial eircnit, 
sends two members to tl^ house of representatives, and 
4)ne to the senate* 

County seat, KaakoBkitu 



ROCK ISLAND. 

JRock Island is a small irregularly shaped county, form- 
ed from portions of Mercer and Jo Daviess counties, in 
1831, but subsequently organised 4>y the judge of the fifth 
judicial circuit. The boundaries of this county, as defined 
by law, begin *^ at the middle of the main channel of the 
Mississippi, where the north line of township fifteen north 
intersects the same; thence east, to the fourth principal 
meridian; thence north, with said meridian, to the middle 
of tl^e main channel of Rock river; thence up said chan- 
nel to the confluence of the Marais d'Ogee slough or creekf 
thence along said slough to tlte middle of the Missis- 
sippi river, and down that channel to the place of begin* 
ning.'* It contains about 400 square miles. 
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Rock river, and some minor streams, water this county* 
Rock Island, in the Mississippi, is included in this county. 
The soil along; the Mississippi for twenty-five miles is al- 
luvion, sandy, and rich, including the site of the old Sank 
village. There is much good land in the interior of the 
county, between the rivers. 

This county elects a senator and representative in eon- 
junction with Jo Daviess and Mercer. 

The county seat is Stephenson. 



SANGAMON COUNTY. 

Sangamon County is one>of the largest and most flour- 
ishinff, counties in the state. It is bounded on the north 
by l^zewell; east, by Macon; south by Montgomery 
and Macoupin; and west by Cass and Morgan counties. 
The northwestern corner runs down between the San- 
gamon river, which separates it from Cass county, and 
Tazewell county, to the illinots river. 

It is forty-eight miles loner, besides the comer mention- 
ed; and forty-five miles wide— containing, in the whole, 
an area of about 1,270 square mil^s. 

Sangamon county is watered by the Sangamon river and 
its numerous branches. Those which take their rise with- 
in the limits of the county are Clary*s, Rock, Richland, 
Prairie, Spring, Lick, Su^r, Horse, and Brush creeks, 
on the south side, proceeding upward in the arrangement; 
and Crane, Indian, Cantrilrs, Fancy, Wolf, and Clear 
creeks, which enter from the opposite side. Those 
branches which rise without the county, and yet run a con- 
siderable distance wKhin it, are Salt creek and branches. 
North Fork, and South Fork. These streams not only 
furnish this county with an abundance of excellent water 
and a number of good mill seats, but are lined with ex- 
tensive tracts of first rate timbered land. 

Here are oaks of various species, walnut, sugar rnapl^, 
elm, linden, hickory, ash, hackberry, honey locust, mul- 
berry, sycamore, cotton wood, sassafras, etc., together 
with the various shrubs, common to the country. 

L Digitized by Google 



ow nxmois. 181 

The 9ixe of the prairies in Safigamon county Is seized 
upon at an objection, by persons who are not accustomed 
to a prairie countrv. cut were the timber a little more 
equally distributed with prairie surface, its supply would 
be abundant. The prairies vary in width from one to eight 
or ten miles, and somewlkat indefinite in length, being con- 
nected at the heads of the streams. 

Much of the soil in this county is of the richest qua- 
lity, being a calcareous loam, from one to three feet deep, 
intermixed with fine sand. The point of land that lies 
between the Sangamon aud the Illinois rivers, which is 
chiefly prairie, is divided betwixt inundated land, dry 
prairie, and sand rid^^. K stranger to observations upon 
the surface of Illinois, upon first sight, would pronounce 
tnost parts of Sangamon county a level or plane. It is 
not so. With the exception of the creek bottoms and the 
interior of large prairies, it has an undulating surface, 
quite sufficient to render it one of the finest agricultural 
districts in the United States. These remarks are not 
meant exclusively for Sangamon. They apply with eoual 
propriety to many other counties on both sides of the llli- 
Dois river. What has been heretofore known to persons 
abroad as the Sangamon country, may now be included 
in a large district, containing a number of large and popu- 
lous counties. 

This county contains a larger quantity of rich land than 
any other in the state, and therefore can maintain a larger 
agricultural population, which is the great basis of na- 
tional wealth. A distinguished writer, speaking of the 
state of Illinois, and particularly of this portion of it,- re- 
marks in a letter to a friend from Springfield, Illinois,— of 
March 2d : 

**Our * far west' is improving rapidly, astonishingly. 
It is &7e years since I visited it, and the changes withm 
that period are like the work of enchantment. Flourishing 
towns have grown up, farms have been opened, comfort- 
able dwellings, fine bams and all appartenances, in a 
country in which the hardy pioneer had at that time 
sprinkled a few log cabins. The conception of Coleridge 
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msy be TealiMd sooner than be entieipated. The poeeible 
destiny of the U. States as a nation of a hundred millioiM 
of freemen— etretehing from the Atlantic to the Pacific^ 
living under the laws of Alfred, and speaking the language 
c^ Shakspeare and Milton, is an august conception-^whj 
should we not wish to see it realis^l On the subject of 
internal improvements the young giant of the west is 
makinpr Herculean efforts— a bill passed the legislature 
last winter appropriating eight millions of dollars for rail- 
foads, canals, &c., works which, when completed, will 
cost twenty millions. A bill also passed transferring the 
seat of government from Vandelia, in Fayette county, to 
this place, Springfield, which is in the fertile district of 
Sangamon county, and as near as may be to the geographic 
eal centre of the state, and soon will be the centre of 
population. 

**^The state of Illinois has probably the finest body of 
fertile land of any state in the Union, and the opportuni- 
ties for speculation are numerous— property will continue 
to advance— admirable farms and town lots may be puf- 
efaased with a certainty of realising large profits. The 
country here is beautiful— equal m native attracttons 
though not in ekssie recollecttons to the scenes I visited 
and admired in Italy. The Tale of Amo is not mora 
beautiful than the valley of Sangamon^ with its lonely 
frovet and murmuring brooks and flowing meade.— • 

' Oh Italy, iweet dime of sonff, where oft 

The bard bath suog thy beauties, matchleM deemed. 

Thou bait a rival in this western land.' *' 

The first settlement on the water* of the Sangamon^ 
made by white people for a permanent abode, was in 1819; 
the eounty was organised in 1891, and then embraced a 
tnM!t of conntry 136 miles long, and seventy»fiiTe broad. 

llie public lands were first offered for sale in Novem* 
ber, 1823, by which time, however, farms of considerable 
■iae,even to 100 acres of cultivated land, had been made* 

At the praaent tioie, the bordeis of the prairies ara e»« 
Twed with hondreds of amilinf lanns, aad the iularier 
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sod ujMeeiitly eabia is ^yin; place toeomfortaMe ftwbdl 
Mr bridi leMHien^ Md ftoniy vfnty wlieM tmite ofon 
IM i«bovt of Hie ftMwbaiidKimiK 

Tlu8 CMmty is in «lr9f«ogfBpiiieaF tBtdm eiikt^m^ «ni 
«iU ««eaiiit^}f -be in th» cefHre of jjNipalatkii. 

Its rivsr B&Mkeft and depMk 4s Bearastown) Vat mMk of 
Us inpsfts wilt bs veteiTSd vad its e«pi»rls -sent off by M 
own nyer, which has already been nayigated by sleaift 10 
Ao vleinty of Sprin|irfield, and ^ben some of lis obstfoo* 
tfofeo 9/f lemo^rod, will atbrd oeiKroiiieiit iMttigation iif 
steamboats of the smaller oloM. Iw exports now we beof 
oattle, pork, wheat, floor, eOni ttiaaly battor, ehoesoy ote. 
and soon will include almost er^ry article of a rich» agri- 
caltnral country. 

Sangamon county boVmg s to Ihc first jndicial cirenif, 
sends seven members to the honse of representatiTOS, and 
Iwo laMBfceia -to the senate^ 

lis popalatioat at the last ctMas, was 17^73, ilswiHi* 
Uf now wtald^zfaed 3^000. 

Villages and towns are springing vpt save of which wamw 
>asoii oa ptaeea of iials; as Athens, Now SaJem, Riohlatad, 
Salisbary, Greenfield, Rochester, etc. 

The seal of jMStioe as 4w«fij;/8dtf. 



MayAr i^ikMywm Idraied ftmi Pike edanty, ia tSift; 
and lies on llie Aliaola river, opbo^ita Morgan eonntr. It 
is boand^ north by McDoooiigb, and a eorner of Faiton; 
oast by Fnlton, and the Illinois iriver; sooth by the lUi- 
noie river, and Pike; and west by Adams and a comer of 
Hancock. 

The soatheastern side is washed by the niinois, the 
iiuiiui la watered by Crooked and Cnn»oi»sks, ibe so^th 
w ests ia by MoKea's •fesk,-aad ite 4ioi<hfl|istoni patrt by 

nSihoyteris ^ Bty teaC«i kragulM^ silsfi ikiHyaOkMi 
19 
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buig* and frpoi jwi^tiBB to tiikty bioad-^OQtt«Mlfig.«tail 
864 square miiee. 

. Along Ui« UliDois river U considerable land inmidated 
at high floods, generally heavily ttmbesed, as is more.ikaa 
iiae ka\£ of the coanty. The middle and northern portions 
are divided into timber and prairie of an^xeelleat quality* 
Along Crooked ereek is aa eJUensive body of fine timber. 
Sugar ereek also furnishes another body of timber eighl 
or ton miles wide* 

Schuyler county iaattoched to the fifth judicial circuit, 
and sends two members to the house of repMsentative^ 
and one member to. the senato. 

MtuhvUU is the county seat* 



SHSLB¥ COVNTT. 

Shelby County was formed from Fayette, in 1887« and 
ia bounded on the north by Maeoof eaat by Oolea; sooth 
by Effingham and Fayette: and west byJUontgomeiy, and 
a corner of Sangamoiib 

. It is thirty-six nuies long and thir^ broad— aiiea«i, 060 
square miles* 

It is watered by the'Kaskaskia aiid tributaries* 

Shelby county contains a large amount of excellent laud, 
both timber and prairie, and is one of the best inland ag- 
ricultural counties in^he state* 

Shelby sends one member to the house of representa- 
tives, and one to the eoMl^* It belonga to, the ee ft ond ju- 
dicial circuit. The population is about 5,500* 

Theaaat of justica is iS&e%Mtf(* 



ST. CULim OOUHTV. 

SL CUnr Cmtmiy ia te oUast coaotv in the states and 
was formed by the legnlatuie of the NortlnreataM Tea- 
ritory in 1794 or '95, and then included all thejaatttewHWta 
m th« aaalera sid# «if ih^ Miaai^iipiM* U now liaa oa 
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tint i4f«r«ppMit& St. Loaht, tnd Ib bwiii4^ miffth by 
Madlwiii eomityt east by Glinton' and Wantungtoo; ati^ 
soath by Randolph and Monroe connties^Msontainin^ 
1^930 soaare milta. 

The land is ▼ariona, much of which ia good first wad 
stocond rale soil, and is proportionably dirided into tim- 
ber, pvairie, and bemns. The prairies are distinffotehed 
as Looking Glass, Twelve Mife, Ogle^, Ridge, jlottoniy 
stud Da Pont prairies. 

The streams are Cahokta, Prairie dn Pont, Ogle*sbreeky 
BiAwer ere^k^ Riehland creek, Prairie de Long,' and the ^ 
Kaskaskia rirer. 

Its {iaaber comprises the Tartettes found on the western 
side of the state. 

The exports are beef, pork, floor, and all the rarietiea 
in the St. Louis market. 

Extensive coal bavks exist in this county, along the 
blnffs, from which St. Loais is partially supplied with 
Ibel. The quantity hauled there in wagons, in 1836, 
iflMMinted to about 360,000 bushels. A railroad is now 
making from these mines to the rrver, opposite St. LoutSt 
by a private company. 

There are ^e steam mills in this county, besides a 
number pfdp^led by water and animal, power. BelleTilte 
and Lei>anon are its principal towns. Cahokia and Illi^ 
■dis are«mall villagea. The people of this county are a 
Hfxtore o( 'Americans, Freneb, and Germans, about 10,009 
in number. 

' St. Clair county belongs to the second judicial circuit, 
and Muds one senator and two representatives to the le* 
gislature, and, with Madison and Monroe, an additietial 
aeoator. i *i . 

* Tba^seatorjosticeisJB«i^'/fe. 



STIPHXirSOK COUHTT. 

8t^fkm$9n C&umiy was formed from Jo Daviess and 
WiuMbago eoantiest in I^sbruaiyv 1^7, and ia boonded 
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iocitb by Ogle i«d i« JHtmm, Md ws% bjr J« Pwi— i 
founty* 

K is 27 miles long, and 21 miles widsyOontaiDMif tbwit 
1^ s^tisne miles. 

It is Watered by the Pseki^tofiokee and Its iribatiHisa 
#B tbe nonb, aad tbe h«i4ft of PIms rlvst ajMi ssaalisr 
straems in tbe aontkwesteffa |»arl. 

The timberis mostly in grores; tbe j^rairias gfeaeralfy Mr 
delatkif and Tteh, with Iraets ef btlly bartaae and rak 
•psoii^ The popnlation is net laig»i bat rapidly se»» 
tiinfir, as are all the northern counties. > ^ 

For Jttdietal and reprsaeataltva p ai p aaos . it ia aiebahed 
to Jo Daviess county. 



TAzswsLb eovHTr. 

Ibzemell Coumiy was foraied Irom Peoria eao*^, im 
1827. It is boMided oorl^ by PataaflD;. east by MeLsaa^ 
90tttk by Sangasion; and baa the lUioeia dvar alaaf its 
northwestern border, which griyes it a tr ls a f alat fastu * 

Ita eztfeme length is forty-eight miles, j«id iis astsettia 
width fottyHwe mile»<*«cottlBtakif aboat 1430 aqaaia 
taitles.-^ 

It ia watered by the Illinois riyjsrv which ectewk tbe 
whole lenirth ef its nortbweetefn side^ Meekiaaw, aed He 
branches, Ten Mile, Farm, and Blue creeks, all whidi 
eetef the lUieois, wttb seme of tbe bead braocbesof tbe 
Sangamon* 
. A strip of this eeenty, eoaastifig mostly of aaady 

Srairies, puts down the Illinois riyer, and between tbat«eS 
angamon county. On tfieblaia of tbe Meekieee and 
the other streams, tbe land is broken, and the timber chie^ 
ly oak; in other portions of the county it baa an undulating 
appearance and ha^ jeeeb geed laiid^ 

Below Pekin, and towards Havanna, are swamps, 
^eeda, aad ftaed mdges. Tbeseetb eesleni pnitiaa^tbe 
eaea ^ ii watswd by 6jngar^ie<kendilebia nab e s .f^ 
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: llnftwillMMiiteaficli agmltiinl comrtj. Plmstnt 
Grove and the adjaeent eoiratry is deligbtfaL 

Tiaiewe)! coouty belongs to the first judicial eireait, 
and aenda ane aenator and Iwotepresentativea to the legia* 
lata re. 

The coaotjT seat la Trtmor^. 



UNION COUNTY, 

Union County waa formed from Johnaon cooatj, in 18t8v. 
and ia- boanded north by Jackson; east bv Fmnklio; 
south by Atezaoderi and west by the Mtaaiasippi river. 

It is ,twenty-foar miles Jong» and from twenty to twenty- 
aix miles broui* containing above 396 square mileSy and 
ia watered by Clear creek, some of the south branches of 
Big. Muddy, and the heads pf Cash river. A large bend 
of the Big Muddy, projects a few miles into the<;oQnty 
tawards its northwestern portion, and some sloughs and 
paoda are fooad on the Mississippi bottom. Much of thi» 
county is high, rolling, timbered land. Here are foun4 
«9ka of varioua kinda, hickory, white and black walnot, 
poplar, some beech, and other species of timber commoft- 
to the country. There is considerable German population 
in this county. 

Union county belongs to the third judicial circuit, and 
senda one member to the house of representatives, and, 
with Alexander, one to the senate. 

The exports from this county are com, beef, pork, 
kor.^ea, etc. Large quantities of produce from this county 
9a down the river to N^w Orleans in flat boats. 

The county seat is Jonesboro*^ 



ySNM ILION CpUNTT. 

Vermilion Counfy was formed from Edgar, in 18S6, 
mid lieaimrth of Edgar aod Oolea; eaat of Champaign; 
sooth oi Iroqaois, ami weat of the state of Indiana. 
13* 
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It t8.Art]r4wo mim Imtfj^' and abMH iwmUfJfmpmiMuu 
wide, containLdfr about l^OO'caoare milipKi • 

VeimiUoD county is wmteied by the Bi^ mod Litd« V«r- 
miiiott Tirets, and tribataiiBt^ aod coMhm ia»g« Uiid i—i 
of excellent land. In the eastern part of the conntjr ^Mi 
timber predominates, amoimat wfaick k thC' poplar mul 
beech. Along the streams are oaks of yaricus 8peeies« 
hickory, walnut, linden, hack berry, ash, elm, and Tarions 
other kinds common to Illinois^ The soil of the prairws 
is a calcareous loam, from one to three feat deep. Their 
aorfaca is generally dry and andoladnr. 
. The 4xporU are park, beef, corn, salt, ete^, whicfif fiiy<l 
a conrenieot market at the towns oa the Wabaah^ and 
ddwn that rivar to New Orleaoa. In dti^ time tnach- of 
the pfodlioe of the VermHIon coantry wiH pasaby the way 
of Chicago and tha lakes; and up the Wabash, and 
UifOugh a canal to Lake Erie. It would be no difSieiiltV 
matter to open a water commanieation ^between the Wi-^ 
bash and IIKnots riTcrs, and thus furalah ^n outlet for fM 
p?oddottons-of thia part df the atate in e«rary dlre6liiMi*i 
Population about 9,500. 

It Is attached to the fcuiith jadiotal oireuit^ atid senda* 
lihres' mambafa to the houae of repreaantatiTea^ tmd, withi 
Champaign, one to the senate. 

The seat of justice is ZWotife. ' 



WABASH OOVRTT. "^ 

Waboih County waa formed from Bdwaidsaouaty, m 
1824, and ta bounded north by Lawtenoe; aaat by tli« 
^Wabash river; south it terminataa ia a pe^hM between 
the Bon Pas which divides it from Edwards caaaty, and 
Wabash river; and weat by Edwards county. 

It is eighteen miles lonjp^ and feon ten to fifteen milaa 
broad, with the eastern side irregularly curvated by the 
Wabash river. It has about 180 si|uafa milea. 

Wabash oounty Ia watered bjt the Wabash livef oa iUa 
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h^ liid ^Mv Pm fisr^lr o» ii6' ^^^tm lk>Dfer, tUti 
ChnwMi, Jwtffln, and Ooffe^ opeeks^ from fts interior. 

k «eaiaftt» eontpdemMe groad land, bath ttmber nn(f 
]»retiie, and a full proportion of industrions and ihrimng' 
iihaem. Tki9 etfotity tsiBfi4s one tnembef :t& the house 
Q$ fepteaentatb)^ «nd, wkh E>dwaflrde an4 Waytva^ one 
i»^eeeii«te. it belengs to the foerth jadteial eireniu 

Tbeeeat of )«eiiM itf JSbtmt Carm«/. 



WARRKH COUNTY. 

ffiarrm County was formed from Pike countyt in 1SS5^ 
Ifcsk^^not ergameealiil 1880* It eoRtaInt eitensive tracts 
e^fifst jrete ]»id»anid eeTetal ine settlemeiit^ It H^ 
OB- tlie Misjiiseiflpt, jMrth of Hancoek and McDoneegbt 
west of Knox, and south of Mcreer. 

Its pfominent streiMi is (Anderson rirer aii4 branches; 
ISiUMeoy Honey, end Camf^ ereeke ase kr barren. Tbe> 
Ijdid on ^uee s tueoa e is gwieraMy a little endulatinf, ricb«* 
and where timber exists, h Is ^mc^Uentrf A nembe^of 
good mill seats exist. 

Mach of the bottom in this county that lies on the river 
is low, subject to itinndntton, and has a series of sand 
ridges back of it, with bold and pointed bluffs further in 
#i*rear. 

. North eC Hendeison rirer is «n esiensive prairie^ wfaidv 
dkridee it fcem Pope and' E^hrarde rivers. 

. Wianfen eonnty ts:aboifl thirty miles in ejEtent, and? 
eontains about 900 square miles. It belongs to the fiftis 
jadtclal dfentt, nndy^mh Knovand Henry oonittieSf sends 
one member to each branch of the legSslatnfe. 

/-1%e€es»^ef fqslle»is.ll^tiiiBii(A. 



WASBiiHrroif eoutifT. 

Wuikingtmb Cmmiy wa» IbiSBed frmn S^ Claifi ir Jnp 
^T|,.iaia»aAd !• bottiiddk DOMik 1^ Giintotir eaal ^ 
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Mfersoo; «oa(h by Fernrv at^ b eorner of IteoM^' 
and west by Sl Glair. It ia thirty mila* loag antf ftom 
fifteen to tweaty miles broad, eoatauifiig about 666 atjuare 
miles. 

The Kaskaskia river mos along the nertharestem aide 
for eigbteefl miles, Elkhern creek, walera its weatenn 
Beaocoup end Little Maddy its southeaatera, and 
Crooked creek, and some smalter streaass, ita northern 
portions. Considerable prairie, especially the soothem 
points of the Grand praine, is fonne in this eoniity^ some 
of which is rather level and wet, and of an inferior qaa- 
lity. A large body of timber lines the banks of theKaa- 
kaskla river. ^ 

The prodttce of this county ie pork, beef cattle, afttf 
other articles common to the adjaeeat pai^ The timber 
is oak of vaiioas kinds, hickory, eim, ash, and the timber 
common to the Kaskaskia rirer. - / 

Washington ceonty taattached to the second jodieial eir- 

caife, and sends two members te the house of represenmUrea^ 

and unites also with Perry in reading ooe to the senala. 

' The county seat t^ NaahmUe. . .^ 



WATiri couimr^ 

Wayne County was formed from Edwards, in 1819, a«i4 
ie attaated in the aoulheastem pan of the state, aed' ia 
bounded on the north by Clay> eaat by Edwards; eoudt 
by tianihon, and a ceraer of White; and westbyJMetsoa 
and Marion. 

It ia thirty miles long, twenty-four miles wide, and eon» 
tains 720 sauase milea. 

The Little Wabash paaaea through ita eaatem part, 
and Elm river and Skillet fork water the northern por- 
tions of the county. It is proportionably. interspersed 
with prairie and woodland, generally ef a aecond quali- 
ty. The productions of this county for exportation are 
beef, pcnrk, cattle, and some peltry, which are aent doWa 
Hie Liftde Wabash in Ut boate to New OfiaaBa, eriad* 
market over land to Shawneetown. 
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kI- oorth by Wmbaril^ Ed wwdbt^ att* WayM 
by «h^ Big^ W8b98li meiy sotth b^nOv^ 



Wayne county belongrg to the fourth jadteial cirenit, 
and sends one membee to tbe boosQ^ of representatives, 
and, with Edwards and Wabash, one member to the 
•entttt. 

Couaty se«l iWr/Mtf, 



WBiTs oevimri 

H^dc Comi^ was offaiiised ftoai GMlatf»oo«i^. in 
l%l^. It is eituated in ihe seojA tissterti side or tto 
f^ato. Its form, is neatly fiqntsre^ aiboat twentjF-tfvo 
miles in extent, — containing an am of Heaviy 4M i 
■Miee. 

.kiftbonadad-i 
eennties; «as( I ^ 
krtM, and west lily HamiHoo counties. . 

Theeasters sHte> of tbra eeiHity hi washed by Hw B% 
W^abasfa, alon^ wbicli is a low bflttosat subject to iMNidK* 
tion; the intenor is watered by the Little Wabash and 
its tributaries,. The banks of these streams are heavily 
timbered, among whieh- «re oaks of several species, 
hickory, walnat, hackberry, elm, ash, and poplar, fie- 
fweea the stceama are fine praipies moat of which ate^eul- 
ttvated; the prtneipal of whieh are Ike- Bif^ Buml» a«i 
Seven Mile. 

The exports of White county are poris, bsefy aoA 
beef cattle, corn, floitr, venison hams, horses, and senm 
tobacco. Hones and cattle are senfriQ dnwea ti^ Uie soath, 
and produce deseenda the river to New Orleans §icm 
this and the adjacent counties, in lar^e quantities* 

Tbens are three water mith ift this county for AoodAg 
aad sawiagi, wkieh-do food bttsicieas. 

. White comty is attached to^the fenffth ^ttdteial etreiHl^ 
has a population of between aa and seven thoneead ia^ 
haMtaaes, attd aeads tw» tteoabers to th« booaa eC iepre« 
aentatives^ afid one to the senate. . . . : 

Tft» seat of jastke is Carmu ; f 
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WBITBtIBB COVHTY. 



Whituide County was formed from Jo DaWess io Jan* 
UBTY, 1836, and is bounded north by tbat^eomity; «aat by 
Ogle; south by Henry and Putnam, and west by Roek 
Island county, and the Mississippi riyer. 

It is from 37 to 36 nnlas long, and about 34 miles wide 
containing about 770 square mites. 

It is watmd by Rook rtrer, wbick pastes diagonidly 
through it. Little Rock, Marais d* Ogee lake and Swamp 
that di?ide it from Eoek Island county. Cat-tail swampt 
»id seTeral small: streams. 

It has some tracts of heavy timber along Roek riT«r 
and Little Rock, besides groyes, cq>ses, and broshy 
swamps. Some of its praine land is flit, while other 
portions are beautifully undalattng and rieh« Its popohn 
tion is yeleiiiall, and in its jndicid and representatiye con- 
nections, it is attached to Jo Daviess county. 



WILL COUNTY. 

WiU County was formed from porttosa of Cook ««d 
Iroquois counties in January, 1836* rather irregularly 
shaped on its northern side, and is bounded north by Cook; 
east by thie state of Indiana; south by Iroquois, and west 
by La Salle. 

It is from 30 to 34 miles from north to south, and from 
13 to 38 miles Irom west to east; and contains about 1338 
square miles. 

' Its timber is in detached portions in groves and along 
the watercourses of the 8lreams;-^in some parts ate large 
bodies; in other parts are extensive prairies. ' MocH' of 
Will eevBty is excellent, first rate land. 

It is wataied by the KsAkakee and bfanebee, the De« 
Plaines, Du Page, Hickory, Forked, Roek^ 8oklier« 
Hawkins and Dennis creeks, and eome of the t riba t ari ea 
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oT ihe CalttHWt. The HIuiqIs aoa Mklii0ui O9M wtM 
pMt aloof^ the Valley of ihe Dm Pkuees* 

Will cottnty belongs to the eeveiith jadicial eifenit aad 
is united with Cook eoonty in its i^NreaeAtatioB to Ifae 
leffjs^tore. 

The seat of justice is Juliet. 



vrummBAOo couiitt. . 

Wkmebage Cmttdy was formed from Jo DsTiess and 
4be attached pertion of La Salle county iu January* I836« 
^rom which parts of Stephenson and Boone connUes ha^e 
since been detached. It is bounded north by Wisconsin 
territory, east by ^Boone, south by Ogl«» and west by 
Stephenson* 

It is 34 miles long and 91 miles breads baTin^ abont 
604 sqoare miles. Rock river parses throng it from 
north to sonth; the Peekatonokee comes in on its westeni 
border and enters Rock riyer in iownship^ 46 north; Kisl»- 
waukee waters its southeastern part and enters Rock riTsr 
in township 43 north, besides some smaller streams. There 
is much exc^lenilaAd in Winnebago county ;->4he timber 
is in groi^ and detached portions, and the prairies an^a- 
lating and abandantly rich. Rock rirer furnishes im- 
mense water pdwsr, especially at Rockford,^ and all the 
streams abound in good mill seats. The Polish emigrants 
feeeiTe their lands, granted by Congress, in this county* 

Winnebago county belong to the sixth jodictal cirentl 
and is attached to Jo Daviess county in its Tepiesen*- 
ation. « 

The county seat is not yet permanently located^ 



NSW COUNTIBS; 

Besides sereral new counties forined at the last f 
of the legislature, arid which are placed in alphabetical 
order, provision was made by law for the formation of the 
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MIoinpjr omMt^^it voadtlton Unit a mtidnif •f te 
To.tert iu the oowrtiw fro«l'w4icli tkvfWSen 4igiac bc d» «t 
Imi «)Mtiofi ^vi4cd to <be held nuhfeqaentl^ efaoohi de- 
«Meld levtoor of epM^ tirguiiealioA. . 

Ctfjfee County to be formed, chiefly from PuImhi witk 
two townabips from Knox, aod <iae €mm Bemry^ ewiftty, 
and will be bounded on the north bj Putnam and Henry; 
eaat by Putnam; tooth by Peoria, and west by Knox and 
Henry; being 18 mtte aqnan^ ami eontaining 324 square 
miles. 

It ia watered by S{>oaii rtrer «id its hitechM, wmA eon* 
illfis exoelleat iand-^-Talviible timber en ^ largftatreaMft 
wnd la gTOTcat and ^ch^ und4ila6ag piaiiiec I^Mh of th# 
«0mMy wHl, admit af a denae populatlett. 

JkJCalb ComOj^ to be foraied firaoi the ¥raatem part ef 
Kane county, will be bonnded north by Boooef eaal 1^ 
KaiM;'aeoth by LaSaila,and w«at by U|^ county. It 
win be 36 auks Wag^and ISbread, coolaining648 aqiMMtt 
flMlaa. 1% ie watered by the eolith bmnehea of the Kiafaf 
watikee^ Wabeneie, Mecgaa aad Biackbecry efMka> aad 
«HBe«aafllar atfeaasa* 

The timber reaeoihles thai of thaa^aeenft^qaMiea, avd 
i»in g r »taa t aad aeatt^nd poriiona of oak^epeoaiga. Tba 
iWface gaaetMijr i* aodolating, and the. 98^ rteh* 
vJfffaiiywt€oiiw^,t6be formed from the weateni part ef 
Cbok coaoty, will be bounded north t^ McHeany^ eaat \m 
Caoh; aonth by .Will, and west by Kane county* b ww 
h9>30 nilea longiwd Similes broad, wish aa ad^i^Md 
townsMp at ita aentheaaterB ooraer. Fex ri^reff aad its 
hiaaehits will water iic western and n^thw^eiera porttona, 
the heads of the Du Page its southwestern, Dee Plainea 
will run tfareugh ita aei rt han a tem earner, aid :Salt oreek 
Mid Flag creek its eastern side. 

The southern portion of this county is a superior region 
with some large groTea'of tfiahar and rich, undulating 
prairie. Along Fox river are cedar cliffs, and in the 
k aad middla p«niona are axteaeiHM praiiie^ 
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PART THIRD; 

CONTAINING A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION 

OF EACH TOWN, SETTLEMENT, STREAM^ PRAIRIE, 

BOTTOM, BLUFF, &6. 

ALPHABETICALLY ARRANGED. 



Jipakeesheek Chave, in La Salle county, lies three milet 
north of Holderman's groye. 

JIdams'a Fork, a branch of the Skillet fork of the Little 
\Vaba8h. It risea in the prairies of Marion county, pass^ 
es southeast, across the coner of Jefferson, and enters 
the Skillet fork in Wayne. The land is well ttmbereil 
and of a g(MMl quality. 

Alabama Settlement^ in the northeastern part of Union 
county, of about thirty families. The timber, chiefly 
white oak, with a thin soil. 

Albion, the seat of Justice for Edwards county, sittia- 
ted in section two, of township two south, in range ten, 
east of the third principal meridian. It was laid out by 
Messrs. Birbeck and Flowers, in 1819, and settled prin* 
cipally by English emigrants. The situation is high and 
healthy. It contains three stores, three houses of enters 
tainroent, an ox flouring mill, a cotton gin, and thirty or 
forty families. The court house is of brick, forty-foot 
feet square, two stories, and finished. Albion is forty 
milet southwest of Viacenoes. 
13 
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Mien's Prairie and Settlement, in Greene county, 
tweWe miles northeasterly from Carrollton. The land 
is ^ood, the prairie large, with good timber on the water 
courses. 

Mison's Prairie, (sometfmes improperly spelt Ellison) 
in Lawrence county, five miles northeast from Lawrence- 
ville. It is ten miles long, and five broad. The eastern 
part towards the Wabash, contains some wet land and 
purgatory swamps, but the principal partis a dry, sandy, 
and very rich soil, covered with well cultivated farms. 
Few tracts in Illinois are better adapted to corn than 
this. The population equals 200 families. This prairie 
was settled in 1816 and '17, by emigrants from Ohio and 
Kentucky, and mostly of the religious sect known in the 
west by the name of Christians, and the settlement is 
sometimes called by that name. In a few years death 
had thinned their numbers. The purgatory swamps, as 
they are called, around the prairie, had a deleterious in- 
fluence, and retarded the progress of population. In later 
years but little sickness has existed, and this settlement 
furnishes one of many evidences that upon the subjuga- 
tion of the luxuriant vegetation with which our rich prai- 
ries are clothed, and the cultivation of the soil, sickly 
places will be clianged to healthy ones. 

AUon, an incorporated town on the bank of the Missis- 
sippi, is thought by many to possess advantages for com- 
merce equal to any in the BUXe. It is situated on frac- 
tional sections thirteen and fourteen, i.n township five 
north, in range ten west of the third principal meridian. 

It is two and a half miles above the mouth of the Mis- 
souri, and at the place where the curve of the Mississip- 
pi penetrates the furthest into Illinois, eighteen miles 
below the mouth of the Illinois river, and at the point 
where the commerce and business of the wide spread re- 
gions of the northeast, north, and northwest must arrive. 
. The legislature of Illinois have memorfalised congress 
repeatedly to have the great national road, now construct- 
ing through Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, cross the Missis- 
sippi at this place, and sanguine hopes are entertained 
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that the rights of Illinois in this particular will he duly 
regarded. 

Lower Alton fias the hest landing for steamhoats on 
the east bank of the Mississippi, having a rock of level 
surface, of suitable height, forming a natural wharf. 
The state penitentiary has been established here, and 
many are sanguine that it will be the future seat of go- 
yernment. 

One of the finest bodies of timber in the state surrounds 
it for several miles in extent, from which vast quantities 
of lumber may be produced. Bituminous coal exists in 
great abundance but a short distance from the town. In- 
exhaustible beds of limestone for building purposes, and 
easily quarried, are within its precincts. A species of 
free stone, easily dressed and used for monuments and 
architectural purposes, and that peculiar species of lime, 
used for water cemeut, are found in great abundance in 
the vicinity. 

The corporate bounds extend two miles along the river, 
and half a mile back. The town plat is laid out by the 
proprietors upon a liberal scale. 

There are five squares reserved for' public purposes, a 
large reservation is made on the river for a public landing 
and promenade. Market street is 150 feet wide, other 
streets ar6 one hundred, eighty, and sixty feet, according 
to the situation and public accommodation. 

Alton, contained at the commencement of 1837, 20 
wholesale and 32 retail stores and groceries, 8 attorneys, 
7 physicians, 7 clergymea devotei to their calling, (he- 
sides several preachers of the gospel, who follow secular 
business during the week,) 4 hotels, 2 of which have 
large accommodations, a large steam flouring mill, four 
large slaughtering and packing houses for putting up 
poFk, which do a large business, and mechanics' shops of 
various descriptions. 

There are three printing ofiSces which issue weekly 
papers, the Spectator, Telegraph and Observer; besides 
the Illinois Temperance Herald issued monthly. There 
is a large temperance society, that holds monthly meet- 
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incrs; a Ijoeam that holds weekly meetings, and tw» 
8cnoo]8. 

The public boUdings are four houses Tor ptiblie wor- 
ship, and two others expected to be erected soon. The 
Baptist church has a large stone edifice, with a hnndsonie 
spire, bell, clock and organ. The basenient furnishes 
three store rooms in front for rent, and a Sunday school 
room, and a committee room in the rear. The Presbyte- 
rian church has a moderate sized stone edifice with a cu- 
5ola and bell, and a bast^ment Sunday school mom. The 
tethodist Episcopal church has a neat framed edifice 
with a stone basement and a cupola. The Methodist Pro- 
testant church has a small stone building. The Protestant 
llpiscopal church, the Unitarian church, and the German 
Evangelical cburoh, each meet in private rooms prepared 
for the purpose. 

Among the public institutions are a bank, (a branch of 
the state bank of Illinois,) an insurance office, a Masonio 
lodge of independent odd fellows, a lyceum and a mechan- 
ics' association. 

Denosiiories of the Illinois Bible, Sunday 8choo],Tract, 
and 'I emperance societies are kept in this town for the 
supply of the state, and a spacious edifice, fpur stories 
high, with a front of hewn stone, is about to be erected 
by the citixens, by subscription, for which purpose two 
liberal and wealthy gentlemen have given a lot of the 
value of more than 5000 dollars. A large proportion of 
the funds for the erection of the building has been secured. 

In no western towroif the size, population, and busi- 
ness, has an equal amount been given by its citizens for 
religions and benevolent purposes within the last two 
years. 

The state penitentiary is located in Alton. It has the 
warden's house, guaid house, tvirenty-four cells, and tho 
exterior wall around the yard erected. 

The rapidity with which Alton has grown np from a bu- 
siness state to its present prosperous condition has been 
hardly equalled in the enterprising West. Mercantile bu- 
siness was commenced hers in 1331. Its facilities ars 
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now great. Real estate has risen here more than 1000 
per cent, within two yeai-s. 

The prices of lots depend upon their location. The 
best stands for business near the river sell from 300 to 
400 dollars per foot front. Lots more retired, for pri- 
vate residences, from 100 to 50 and 25 dollars per foot. 
Stores rent from 1500 to 400, and dwelling houses from 
600 to 300 dollars. Some of the large wholesale stores 
do business from 250,000 to half a million of dollars an- 
nually. 

Seven or eight steamboats are owned here in whole 
or in part, and arrivals and departures occur every day 
and at all times in the day during the season. Alton 
now commands a large proportion of the trade of the 
Upper Mississippi and Illinois rivers, and of the interior 
country for one hundred miles. Besides the public rail- 
roads that concentrate here, noticed under the head of 
*• Internal Improvement," a survey has been made and 
the stuck taken for one from Alton to Springfield, 72 miles, 
which will open an important line of communication with 
the interior, and eventually become connected with the 
great line to the Atlantic cities. 

The natural surface of much of the town site of Alton 
is broken by bluffs and ravines, but the enterprise of its 
citizens and the corporation is fast removing these in- 
conveniences by grading down its hills and filling up its 
ravines. A contract of 60,000 dollars has recently been 
entered npon to construct a culvert over the little Piasau 
creek that passes through the centre of the town, over 
which will soon be built one of the most capacious and 
pleasant streets. Since its settlement the citizens of 
Alton have enjoyed as good health, as those in any river 
town in the West. Its population is about 2500. 

We close this article with the foUowing extract from 
Beck's Gazetteer of Illinois and Missouri, written in 1821. 

'^ Alton, although yet small, possesses natural advan- 
tages rarely equalled. Situated as it is, at the junction 
of three large and navigable rivers; possessing a fine, 
commodious harbor, and landing for boats at all seasons 
13* 
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of the year; sarroanded by a fertile conntry, rapidly set- 
tling, it bids fair to become a populous, wealthy, and 
commercial town." 

JiikinU (xrove^ in Ogle county, lies fiye milea southeast 
of Oregon city, and east of Rock river, on the road from 
Dixon ville to Princeton and Peoria. Here are three or 
four small groves, and thirty families. 

America, the former county seat of Alexander county, * 
situated on the west bank of the Ohio, on the first high 
land, and twelve miles above its mouth. The landing at 
this place is much injured by a sand bar. 

iSppanooce, a town site and post office on the Mississippi, 
in Hancock county, ten miles above Commerce, and 
eighteen miles northwest from Carthage. 

Apple Creek post office. {See fVaverUy,) 

Jpple Creek Prairie, in Greene county, lies north of 
Apple creek, to the left of the road from Carrollton to 
Jacksonville. It is ten miles long, and from two to four 
miles wide, of good quality, and spread over with large 
farms, and populous settlements. 

jSppU River, in Jo Daviess coonty,.ri8es near the bound* 
ary line, where its branches interlock with the waters of 
the Pee-ka-ton-o-kee, runs a southwestern course about 
forty-five miles, and enters the Mississippi twenty miles 
below Galena. It is a rocky and rapid stream, with good 
mill seats, and fifty yards wide at its mouth. The bot- 
toms are excellent land. The uplands hilly and broken. 
Larffe bodies of timber are on its banks. Towards its 
heads is a fine undulating country. 

Jpple Creek rises near the borders of Sangamon county. 
Tans a southwestern course through the southeastern 
part of Morgan into Greene county, and e*»iters the Illinois 
river in section thirty-six, fractional township eleven north, 
fourteen west. It has several tributaries, which are noticed 
under their respective names, and which water a raluable 
tract of country, with a large population. 

Jrm of the Grand Prairie, in JefiTerson county, lies eiffht 
miles northwest from Mount Vernon. The soil is toler- 
ably good* mod the MtUement contains about fifty (iumlitt. 
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Jhmntnmg Po$i Office is in Waba«h county, seven miles 
above Mount Carmnl. 

JirrfmsmitK's Settlement \9 towards the east side of Mer« 
cer county. 

Athmor^t Settlement, in Coles county, fifteen miles 
north of Charleston, and on the esst side of the Embarras. 
Titnher and prairie firood. 

Ashton, a post office and town site in Adams county, 
nine miles south of Quincy. 

J/beru, a village in Sangamon county, on the east side, 
and four miles from the Sangamon river, and fifteen miles 
nonh from Springfield* It has several stores, one steam 
mill for sawing and flouring-, and about seventy-five fami- 
lies. It has timber of the Sangamon on the west, and the 
prairies east, with a large settlement around. 

Jthau, a town site on the left bank of the Kaskaskia 
river, in St. Clair county, known as HilPa Ferry. 

Mherton^B Settlement, in Alexander county, two miles 
east from Unity, containing about one-hundred families. 
The upland tolerably good. 

AtUu, a small town in Pike county, situated on the north- 
west quarter of section twenty-seven, township six south, 
range five west. It is on a handsume tract of ground, 
under the blufTs, half a mile from Snycartee Slough, which 
is navigable for steamboats to this place, in high water. - 

Jubuehon, a passage from the Mississippi to the Kas- 
kaskia river, ahout four miles above the town of Kaskas- 
kia. 

Jufcufta, a town site and post office in Hancock county, 
on southwest section twenty-three, township three north, 
range five west, sixteen miles southwest from Carthage* 

It has several families, and a respectable school. 

Jugtuta, a town site on the west bank of the Illinois 
river, in Pike county, ten miles east of Pittsfield, and 
twenty-two miles from Jacksonville. It is opposite the 
termination of the Jacksonville, Lynnville and Winchester 
railroad, which is now under contract. Another company 
has been chartered to extend this line from Augusta, by 
Pittafield and Atlas to Louisiana, Mo., from whence 
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another line of railroad has been projected and a charter 
granted by the legislature of Missouri, across to Colum- 
bia and the Missouri river. 

Jiuburrij a town site, in Sangamon county, on the north 
side of Sugar creek, on the stage road, and contemplated 
railroad route from Alton to Springfield. It has two stores, 
one grocery, one tavern, and ten or twelve families, sur- 
rounded with a beautiful prairie. 

Ju SahU, [Fr. sandt/^^gravelly,'] a small stream in the 
eastern part of La Salle county. It rises near the west 
fork of Du Page, runs south mostly through prairie, and 
enters the Illinois three miles below the junction of the 
Des Plaines, and Kankakee. 

Ju SabU Grave is in the northeastern part of La Salle 
county, at the heads of the Au Sable creek. Here is a 
fine body of timber surrounded with an extensive and rich 
prairie. 

Jiviston^ a town site and post office, in Clinton county, 
on the Yincennes and St. Louie stage road, v^itii a dozea 
houses. 

Bachtlder*9 Grove^xn Cook county, eighteen miles south- 
west of Chicago, contains about two sections of timber, 
and a large settlement. 

BudgleyU StttUmtnU ia St. Clair county, five miles 
northwesterly from Belleville, one of the oldest American 
settlements in the county. 

BaiUtfa Pointy a branch of the Vermilion, and a set- 
tlement in La Salle county, fourteen miles southwest 
from Ottawa. Here is a small tract of excellent timber, 
surrounded with the choicest prairie. The settlement 
contains about twenty families. 

BakerU (rrove^ in Ogle county, lies bordering on Rock 
river, between Grand Detour and Oregon city. It is eight 
miles long and three miles wide; timber good and land 
excellent. 

Bank»tone*8 Furk, in Gallatin county, rises in the in- 
terior, runs a southeastern course, and enters the South 
Fork of Saline creek, fourteen miles above Equality. 
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It has a fine eonntry on its borders, and a large settle- 
ment. 

Banning* $ Sdtlemttit^ in Shelby county, near the Kas- 
kaskia river, twelve miles south of Shelby ville. The land 
is jTood, and plenty of timber and prairie. 

The bottom on the opposite side of the river is over- 
flowed in hi$rh water. 

Bwmty*$ Prairie^ in Wabash county, seven miles north 
of Mount Carmel, is a good tract of land well cultivated, 

Barbte*$ SdtiemenU seven miles northwest of PalestinCt 
ie Crawford county, with timber and prairie. 

JBar/UU*s Setilemenff in the southwestern part of 
McDonough county, on Crooked creiek, fifteen miles from 
Macomb. The land is good, and the settlement exten- 
sive. 

JSaih, a post office and settlement on the south side of 
Cass county, on the road from Jacksonville to Beards- 
town. 

Bafcheldorsville post office is on the east side of Coles 
county, seven miles from Charleston. 

Bay Creek rises in the prairies towards the eastern part 
of Pike county, and running westward enters Calhoua 
county, and forms a kind of bay at its mouth, which is 
navijjrahle for some miles. 

The land on its borders is generally good, except about 
the blufis, where it is Broken. 

Beardiftown^ the seat of justice for Cass county, is situ- 
ated on the Illinois river, twenty-five miles northeast 
from Jacksonville, on fractional township eighteen north, 
and twelve west. It is on elevated ground, sandy soil^ 
and entirely above the highest floods. It has thirteen 
stores, four of which do commission and forwarding 
business, three gproeeries, two druggists, four physicians, 
one large hotel, and several boarding houses, two bakeries, 
two shoemakers, three tailors, two blacksmiths, two cabi- 
net makers, one silversmith, one watchmaker, four car- 
penters and housejoiners, three cooper shops, one painter 
and glaaier, two tinners, two brick and one stone masons, 
oae carriage maker, two steam flouring mills, with six 
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pairs of stones, one €teani sawmill, one steaiti tfisUllt^ry, 
and a large brewery, one lawyer, one minister of the gos- 
pel, and about 1,000 inhabitants. There is a Metliodist 
and an Episcopalian congregation, but no house of wor- 
ship. 

Canal project. A company has been chartered and sur- 
veys made preparatory to the construction of a canal from 
this place to Sangamon river, at Huron, and from thence 
to improve the river by slack water navigation to the head 
And it has been ascertained that a water communication 
may be opened at moderate expense across the state to 
the Vermilion of the Wabash. The construction of that 
portion of the canal from Beardstown to the Sangamon 
river can be easily effected. 

Bear Creek, a small 1) ranch of the Macoupin, twelve 
miles we^t from Carlinville. 

Bear Creek heads in String plrairie, and enters Apple 
creek, in Greene county. A considerable settlement is 
on its borders. 

Bear Creek, a small stream and branch of the middle 
fork of Shoal creek, and a settlement in Montgomery 
county. The land is rather level, and inclined to be wet, 
but fertile. 

Bear Creek, a small stream in the southeastern part 
of Sangamon county, with a considerable settlement It 
enters the South Fork of Sangamon from the south side. 

Bear Creek, a small stream that rises in the north part 
of Gallatin county, runs south, and enters the North Fork 
of Saline creek, ten miles above Equality, Here is much 
good land, and a large settlement. 

Bear Creek, is a fine stream in Adams county, with two 

Srincipal forks. South Fork rises in one north, six west, 
forth Fork rises in five north, seven west, in Hancock 
county, and interli>cks with the western branch of Crooked 
creek. They unite in section thirteen, two north, eight 
west. After passing through the bluffs into the Missis- 
sippi bottom, this stream divides into two prongs; one 
runs a northwest course and enters the Mississippi— the 
other prong bears a little south of west, receiving several 
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small streams, and enters Boston Bay, one mile aboTe 
Quincy. 

This stream is aboat forty yards wide at its separation, 
and has a number of mill seats. Few bodies of land in 
the state equal that which lines its banks. 

Large settlements extend along its timber. 

Bear Prairie is a small tract in Wayne county, five 
miles east of Fairfield, with twenty families. 

Beaucoup Is a large settlement on Beaucoop creek, in 
Washington county, south of New Nashyille. The land 
is a mixture of timber and prairie, and good second rate 
soil. 

Beaucoup Setthment is in Jackson county, twelve miles 
northeast from Brownsville, between the Big Beanconp 
creek and Big Muddy river. The land is rich, heavily 
timbered, with a considerable settlement. 

Beaver Creek, called also Stinking creek, rises in Bond 
county, runs south into Clinton county, crosses the Ytn- 
cennes and St. Louis road, four miles west of Carlyle, 
and empties into Shoal creek, in the northeastern part of 
township one north, four west. It is about twenty-five 
miles in length, is a sluggish-, muddy stream, and waters 
a fine tract of country. 

The settlement extends its whole length. 

Beaver Creek rises in Boone county, runs southwest 
and enters Kishwaukee, twelve miles above its mouth. 
It is sparsely timbered with walnut, linden, oaks of va- 
rious species, and oak openings. Soil, sand and clay; 
prairies, rolling; fine springs. 

Beaver Creek, a brancb of Iroquois river in Iroquois 
county. 

Beck's Creek heads in the western part of Shelby county, 
runs southeast, and enters the Kaskaskia in the northern 
part of Fayette, eighteen miles above Vandalia. It is a 
mill stream, has much good land on its banks, and 
rolling prairie adjoining. 

The timber is oak of vacious kinds, walnut, locust, cof- 
fee nut, cherry, elm, etc. 

BeggU Settlement, in the sbatheast part of Union conn- 
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t^, on the waters of Cash rirer. It is a fine, iiiHlaIatiD|ry 
timbered rej^ion, and coatains about 130 families. 

Beilefuuntaine^ a large spring and settlement in Monroe 
coanty, near Waterloo. In the vicinity of this place^ 
several attacks were made foy the Indians, forty years 
since; some of the inhabi taints were killed and others 
taken prisoners. 

Bellevilie^ the seat of jastiee for St Clair county, is 
situated on sections twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty- 
seven, and twenty-ei^ht, of township one north, in range 
eight west of the third principal meridian. It is a neaft 
flourishing village, on hi^h ground, six miles from the 
American bottom, and thirteen miles east southeast from 
St. Louis. The public buildings are a handsome court 
house of brick, finished in a superior style, a brick jail> 
a clerk^s office, a public hall belonging to a library com- 
pany, and a framed Methodist house of worship. It has 
two select schools; one for boarders half a mile distant. 

There are two large merchant steam flouring mills, with 
six pairs of stones, a brewery, a steam distillery, a wool 
carding machine, eight carpenters, one cabinet maker, 
Ave blacksmith's shops, one tinner's shop, two silver^ 
smiths, three wagon makers, one turner and wheel- 
wright, two shoemakers' shops, one millwright, two coop- 
erii, two saddlers, two tailors, one bakery, one high 
school, one common school, a Presbyterian, Baptist andt 
Methodist congregation, and about 700 inhabitants, of 
which about 100 are Germans, twenty French, and the 
residue Americans. There are three lawyers, four phy- 
sicians, and four resident ministers of the gospel. 

It is surrounded with a rich and extensive agricultural 
settlement, and a fine body of timber. Belleville contains 
a printing office, which issues the ** Si* Clair QaztUt^* 
and is a place of considerable business. 

Belieview Prairie^ is a rich, drv, prairie, at the foot of 
the bluff's, in Calhoun county. It is six miles long, and 
three fourths of a mile wide, with a gradual descent from 
the bluffs. Belieview post office, is in this settlement^ 
which contains about forty families. 
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Belmdere, a yJUage of a dozen families, two store?, 
a post ofHce, saw and grist mill, and rapidly Increasing, 
in the western part of Boone county on the stage road from 
Chicago to Galena. It is situated on Squaw prairie, and 
has a delightful appearance. Near the town site is a 
mound, fifty rods long and about thirty rods wide, ele? 
vated seventy feet above the bottbm lands of Rock river. 
On the, top of this mound is th^^metery of an Indian 
called Bi^ Thunder. He died about the period of the 
Sauk war m 1831 or '32, and was placed in a sitting pos- 
ture on a flag mat, wrapped in blankets, his scalping 
knife by his side to cut the plugs of tobacco that are offer- 
ed him. Over the body is constructed a covering of 
wood and earth, with an opening in front, where Big 
Thunder may be seen sitting with his tobacco lying 
before him. The Indians still visit the place to replenish 
his stores of tobacco, whiskey, &c. 

The citizens of this region are about to erect a College 
edifice on this spot, in a vault under which the bones of 
Big Thunder will repose unmolested. A charter was 
granted for the purpose at the recent session of the legis- 
lature. The Rev. S. S. Whitman, formerly Professor in 
the Hamilton Literary and Theological Institution, New 
York, is engaged in the enterprise. 

BemarCa Mul and settlement on Apple creek, in Greene 
county, seven miles northwest from (Jarrollton. 

Bennington^ a post office in the western part of Fulton 
county. 

.Berlinj2L town site and post office, in Sangamon county, 
on the west side of Island Grove, seventeen miles west 
from Springfield, on the main road to Jacksonville. 

BemadoUe, a town on Spoon river, in Fulton county, 
on section nineteen, five north, two west, 12 miles south- 
west from Lewistown. It has one sawmill, one flouring 
mill with three runs of stones, three stores, two groceries^ 
one tavern, and a common school. 

Spoon river can easily fa\e made navigable to this place. 

Berry^a Settlement is in the forks of Crooked creek, in 
Clinton county, eight miles southeasterly from Carlyle. 
14 
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Bethel, a populous settlement in St. Clair county, ten 
miles north of Belleville. Here is a Baptist meeting 
house and congregation, and a moral, religious society of 
industrious farmers. 

Bethany, a post office and settlement, in Sangamon 
county, twenty-one miles southeast from Springfield, on 
the road to Shelhyville. 

Big Barren Grove fs in the western part of Putnam 
and eastern part of Henry county, 25 miles long, and 
from 2 to 3 miles wide; and forms the dividing ridge be- 
tween the waters of Spoon river and the Winnebago 
Swamp. The timber is scattering, resembling barrens, 
with various kinds of oaks, hickory, &c. The west end is 
called Black Oak Ridge where a colony from Wethersfieldf 
Con., is settled. 

Big Bay Creek, a small stream that rises in the north 
eastern part of Johnson county. It takes a southeastern 
direction, receiving Cedar creek in that county, and Little 
Bay creek in Pope county, and enters the Ohio about six 
mites below Golconda. Its bottoms are wide, and the 
bluffs rather broken; and towards the Ohio the bottom land 
produces large quantities of cypress with other growth. 

Big Bottom is a settlement in the northwest corner of 
Alexander county, on Clear creek. The soil is first rate 
alluvion. 

Big Bcaueoup Creek, one of the four heads of Big Mud* 
dy river. It rises in the sontheastern part of Washing- 
ton county, township three south, in range two west, runs 
a south course through Perry county and enters the Big 
Muddy in section thirty-five, eight south, two west, eight 
miles above Brownsville. It has much good land on its 
borders, some excellent prairies, and fine timber, consist- 
ing of oak, hickory, ash, poplar, elm, walnut, etc. The 
bottom land is rather wet. Big Beaucoup is navigable for 
flat boats. 

Big Creek, in Pope county, risos in the northern part of 
the county, runs south, and enters the Ohio, fifteen miles 
above Golconda. 
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BigCreekf in Crawford county, a small stream that enters 
the Enibarras in the southwestern part of the county. 

Bi^ Creek is a small stream that rises on the Grand 
Prairie, in Edgfar county, runs a southeast direction, 
passes through a corner of Clark, and enters the Wabash 
near the point at which the dividing line of the two states 
leaves that river. The land through which it passes is 
good, well timbered, and densely settled with a farming 
population. 

Big Creek, in Effingham county, a branch of the Little 
Wabash, running a southeast course through Brockett's 
settlement to that river. 

Big Creek, in Macon county, a branch of the North 
Fork of Sangamon. It is formed from.Long creek, and 
Findley's fork. 

Big Creek, a stream in Fayette county, which rises in 
the Grand prairie, northeast from Vandatia, crosses th^ 
national road twelve miles east of that place, runs south-, 
west, and enters the Kaskaskia in the^ lower part of the 
county. 

Big Creek, in the western part of Crawford county, runs 
south and enters the Embarras. 

Big Creek, in Fulton county, a small stream that rises 
near Canton, runs southwest, and enters Spoon river ouq 
mile above the ro.id from Rushville to Lewistown. A con- 
siderable settlement and good land towards its head. 

Big Grove, in Champaign county, is on a branch of the 
Salt Fork of the Vermilion river, and is about the centre 
of the county. It is a body of heavy timbered, rich land, 
twelve miles long, and of an ayeracjre of three miles, in 
width. The country around is most delightful, the prairie 
is elevated, dry, and of a very rich soil, the water is good, 
and the country very healthy. The population at Big 
Grove must now exceed 200 families. 

Big Grove, in Kane county, is on the South Fork of the 
Kishwaukee. The surface around undulating, and the 
soil a black sandy loam. 

Stratified limestone, flint, pebjbles and coal abound iu 
tliis region. 
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Big Grove, in La Salle county, twenty miles northeast 
from Ottawa, is about three miles in diameter. The land 
in th^ timber is wet, but the surrounding prairie is dry, 
undulating and rich. 

Big Grove, a timbered tract, or rather several groves, 
connected, for twelve miles in length,, in the southwest* 
ern part of McLean county, on the third principal meridi- 
an,' and township twenty-one north. It is a fine tract of 
country, rich in soil and well timbered, on the Kickapoo 
ereek. Bloomington, the coutity seat, is eighteen miles 
from the heart of the seulemetit, which contains froni one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred families. 

Big Grove, a beautiful, high, undulating, and rich tract 
of timber, near some of the heads of Spoon river, in Henry 
county. It is twelve or fifteen miles long, and about three 
miles wide, surrounded with extensive and rather level 
prairies. 

Big Mound Prairie, in Wayne county, is five miles west 
from Fairfield, three miles in extent, undulating surface, 
thin soil, and has about fifty families. 

A large mound gives the name to this prairie. 

Big Muddy river, ^called by the French who discover* 
ed it. Riviere au Vase, or Vaseux) a considerable stream 
in the southwestern part of the state. 

It has four principal heads, -which, rising in Washing- 
ton, Jefferson, and Hamilton counties, and uniting in Jack- 
Son X;ounty, form the main stream. 

They are the Beaucoup, Little Muddy, and Middle 
Ferk. The general course of the stream is southwest, 
and it is navigable some distance above Brownsville. Be- 
low Brownsville it turns south to the county line, makes 
a short bend, and enters the Mississippi near the north- 
eastern corner of township eleven south, in range four west 
of the third principal meridian. 

Its bluffs generally are abrupt, the land along its borders 
and branches is undulating, and for mostof its length well 
timbered. Valuable salines exist on its banks, and are 
worked about Brownsville, where there is an inexhausti- 
ble bed of bituminous coal. Native copper has been found 
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oirits banks in detaehed masses. It nios through a fine 
agricultural and grazing country. 

Big Neck is a setOement in one south, six west, at the 
head of the South Fork of Bear creek,, in Adams county: 
a tract of good land. 

Big Prairie, in White county, between the Little and 
Big Wabash, about three miles in diaipeter, and nearly 
all in a state of cultivation. The soil* is sandy, but of 
great fertility. 

Big Eoek Creek^ is a branch of Fox river in Kane 
eounty. 

Big Woods, a large tract of timbered land, lying on the 
east side of Fox river, in Kane county, and provided the 
surveys were run it would iie mostly in townships 38 and 
39 N., range 8 east. It is about 10 miles in length and 
from 4 to 5 milestn widtii. The timber consists chiefly 
of white, black, yellow, and bur oaks, sugar maple, lin- 
den, black and white walnut or butternut, hickory, ash of 
Tartous species, poplar, iron wood, elm, cherry, etc. The 
toil is generally a dark sandy loam; sometimes approach- 
es to clay, generally a little undulating, but in some places 
quite level and a little wet. The Big Woods are thickly 
settled on Ml sides, as is the prairie country adjoining. 

Bethel a post office and town site with a dozen families 
in Morgan county, 13 miles west of Jacksonville. 

Belfusda, a post office in Coles county, 8 miles west of 
Charleston. 

Birch Creek, is a small stream that rises in Morgan 
county, and enters Apple creek in Greene county. The 
settlement contains about twenty-five families. 

Blackberry Creek, in Kane county, rises in tlte central 
part of the county, runs south and enters Fox river near 
the south line of the county. Groves of timber, barrens, 
and rich undulating prairie along its course. 

Black Creek is an insignificant stream, in Pike county, 
that enters the Snycartee. 

Black Partridge Creek, a post office, and a small stream 
in the upper part of Tazewell county, that enters the Illi* 
nois river. 

\i* 
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BloomJkkL, a town and poftt office in Edgar eonnty, 10~ 
miles north of Paris, with three stores, Xwjo groceries, one 
tavern, one physician, various meehknics, and about 20 
families. 

Blooming Gruve, atract of timbered land and a large set* 
Hement, in McLean county, adjoining Bloomington. It 
k about six miles long from northwest to southeast, and 
varying in width from one to four miles, containingaboat 
twelve square miles of beautiful timber, with a large set^ 
tlement of industrious farmers around it. Nearly all the 
land is already occdpied with^ettlers, a majority of whom 
are from Ohio* Both timbered land and prairie are first 
rote. 

Bhomingdak is the locality of a colony in Tazewell 
county. 

Bloomington, is the seat of justice for McLean county and 
is beautifully situated on the margin of a fitie prairie and 
north side of Blooming-Grove, on section four, tow.nship 
twenty north, range two east. It has eight or ten stores^ 
three groceries, two taverns, two lawyers, three physicians; 
a handsome academy building, various mechanics, two 
steam mills for sawing, a Presbyterian and a Methodist 
meeting house, and ministers, and about 700 population. 
The surrounding country is most delightful. 

Block House, a name given to an American settlement 
formed about forty years since, in the American bottom, 
in the southwestern part of St. Clair county. At the 
foot of the bluffs, near this, is a sprang that regularly ebbs 
and flows, once in twenty*foor hours. 

Blue Creek, in the upper part of Tazewell county, rises 
in the prairie, runs west, and enters the Illinois below 
fipring bay. 

Blt^dulei a settlement in Greene coonty, ten miles west 
of Carrollton, and under the bluffs that overhangfthe Illi- 
nois bottom. The land is rich, dry, and beautifully situ- 
ated for six miles in extent, under overhanging bluffs an4 
precipices from which springs of " crystal waters" gush 
forth. The settlement is generally arranged along th6 
bluffs from Apple creek to the Macoupin, from three to 
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fbar nMe9 from the Illinois riyer, and consists of fifty or 
sixty families. The setlleaient of Bluffdalc has two stores, 
one grocery, one tavern, one minister of the gospel, and a 
Baptist congregation, one post office^ one school, and vari*> 
ous mechanics. 

Blue Point, a point of timber projecting into the prairie, 
in Effingham county, five miles north west of Ewington. 

Bitie Biver. There are two small streams of this name 
in Pike county distinguished as Big and Littte Blue. They 
me innbe middle of the county, run a southeast course 
and enter the Illinois, in three souHh, two west, about six 
miles apart. The land thronsh which they pass is fertile. 

Bolive, a town- site in the R)rks of Sangamon riTer, ten 
miles southeast from Springfield, surrounded with a large 
and fiourishing settlement. 

BolHnghouse Prairie, lies south of Albion, in Edwards 
county. It is about four miles long and three broad, dry, 
undulating surface, and good soil. 

Bon Pas {Bumpau,) a Small Tillage near the creek of 
the same name in the northeast part of White county. 

Bon Pas^ a creek that divides Wabash and Edwar^tt 
counties. It rises near the Yincennes road, fifteen miles 
west of Lawrenceville, and taking a southeasterly course, 
enters the Wabash river in section fourteen, township 
three south, range fourteen west of the second principal 
meridian, at the comer of W^abash and White counties. 
Its banks are low and swampy. 

Bon Pas Prairie, four miles northeast from Albion, ia 
Edwards county, and about two miles in diameter. It con- 
tains good land, and a settlement. 

Bon Pas Settlement, near the southeast corner of Ed- 
wards county, between the Bon Pas creek and Little Wa- 
bash river. It is a timbered tract, good land, and contains 
about sixty families* 

Boston Bay is an arm of the Mississippi, above Quinoy 
in Adams county, which, at a tolerable stage of water, fur- 
nishes a fine harbor for boats. 

Boston^ a town site in Canaan settlement, Shelby county 
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tweWe miles north of Shelbjnrille, iowithip tbtrtMn 
north, four east, on the west fork of the Kasksskia. 

Botiwick's Settlement^ is three miles northeast from 
Hillsboro* in Montgomery county, a dry, rolling, fertile, 
prairie. 

Bottom Settlement, commences in the northwestern part 
of Union con nty, and extends down the Mississippi. This 
bottom is timbered, and is from three to four miles wide 
but part of it is wet and inundated. 

The settlement lies chiefly along the bank of tlw 
river. 

Bottom Settlement, in Alexander county; lies along the 
Mississippi, on rich allurial land, heaTily timbered, and 
contains sixty or seTsnty families. 

BradleyU Settlement is at the head of Kincaid creek, 
ia the north part of Jackson county. It is a timbered re- 
gion, tolerable land, and has twenty-five or thirty fami- 
lies. 

Braitkville, a post office, in Carter^s settlement, in Mc- 
Donough county, twelve miles south of Maoomb, and on 
the mail road to Rushville. 

Bridi^e^s Settlement, in Johnson county, ten miles west 
from Vienna, contains some tolerably good land. Pop«- 
lation about sixty families. 

Brigltton, a town site and post office in Brown^s prairie, 
the south west corner of Macoupin county, 13 miles north of 
Alton. It has two stores, a castor oil factory and a do- 
len families. 

Broad Run, a small stream in Coles county. It rises in 
the Grand prairie, and runs southwest into the Kaskaskia» 
Settlement small. 

BroekeVe Settlement on the west side of the Little Wi>- 
bash, ei^ht miles southwesterly from Ewington, in Ef- 
fingham county. The surface is tolerably level and the 
settlement contains forty or fifty tinmilies. 

Brooklyn, a town site laid off on the bank of the Mis- 
sissippi river, ia St. Clair county, opposite North St. 
Louis. 

Brownie Pointy t settlement at the head of timber in 
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a large prairie in Morgatf ooanly, ten roiled sooih of Jaek- 
ponville. 

BrowrCe Prethien in the comer of Macoupin and Greene 
^counties and extending into Madison county, between 
Wood river and the Piasau. It is rich, dry soil, and is 
al>out twelve miles north from Alton. 

Brownsville, the seat of of justice for Jackson county i 
is situated on the north side of Big Muddy river, on sec- 
tion two, nine south, and three west of the third principal 
meridian. It is twelve miles by land, and twenty-five by 
water from the Mississippi, and -is surrounded by hills. 

The Big Muddy Salines and coal banks are near this 
. place. The population is about twenty families. 

Brulette*s Creek rises in the north part of Edgar county, 
and runSv eastward across a portion of Indiana into the 
Wabash. The timber on its banks is chiefiy oak. The 
settlement is in the forks, and along the north fork of the 
creek. The land is good. Prairie predominates over the 
timbered land. The post oflSce is called Bioomfield. 

Brush Creek rises in the east part of Shelby county, 
runs a southwest course, and empties into the Kaskaskia 
river, in the south part of the county. The timber is in- 
different, and the prairies are level and wet. 

Brush Creek rises in the prairies in the south part of 
Sangamon county, runs noriii and ejiters Horse creek, a 
little above its junction with the Sangamon. 

Brush Hill post office is in Cook county, in the north- 
east corner of township thirty-eig*it north, range eleven 
east, and sixteen miles west of Chicago. 

Brush Prairie Creeks a trifling stream in Franklin coun- 
ty, rises in a prairie of the same name, runs west, and 
enters the middle fork of Muddy river. €tood timbered 
land. 

Brushy Foric, a small branch of the Emharras on the 
east side, and in the northern part of Lawrence county. 
It runs a south course, and enters tlie main stream six 
miles above Lawrenceville. 

The settlement is new, containing twenty-five or thirty 
families, and a portion of the country barrens. 
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Brushy Fork^ a small stream that rises in the prairie, 
near the borders of Edgar county, and taking a southwest 
course, enters the Emharras in Coles county, fourteen 
miles above Charleston. On the east side the land is^ 
rolling and fertile, and there is a settlement of fifteen or 
twenty families; on the west side the land is level and 
Bather wet. 

Brushy Prairie^ on the east side of the Little Wabash, 
in Wayne county, eleven miles east of Fairfield, and con- 
tains about fifty families. 

Buck-heart PrairU^in Fulton county, is northeast from 
Lewistown, and joins Canton prairie. It is six or eight 
miles in extent, and has a considerable settlement. 

Buck-heart Creek rises near the South Fork of the San- 
gamon river, runs nortiiwest, and enters the Norih Fork« 
It has a considerable settlement. 

Buck-heart Chove, at the head of Buck-heart creek, 
in Sangamon county, fifteen or twenty miles southeast 
from Springfield. It is a fine tract of timber, about 1000 
acres, surrounded with high prairie and settlement. 

Buck Prairie lies in Edwards county, six miles north- 
east from Albion, and is about two miles and a half 
across. 

Buck'hom Prairie is in Morgan county, six or eight 
miles south of Jacksonville. The soil is rich, but its sur- 
face is rather level and wet. 

Buckleys Grove, at the head of the north branch of Salt 
ereek, in McLean county, contains about twelve sections 
of timbered land, surrounded with rich prairie. It is in 
twenty-two north, four east, and is about six or eight 
miles east from Bloomington. 

Timber principally oak, with some sugar maple, and 
the land around it rather level. 

Buffaloe GrovCt in Jo Daviess county, twelve miles 
north of Dixon's ferry, and on the roaa to Galena. It 
contains four or five sectious of timber, surrounded with 
the richest prairi^, a post ofi^ce called Buffaloe Grove, 
and a town site called St. Marion. 

Buffalot-htwrt Grove lies in Sangamon county, fourteeo 
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miles northeast from Springfield and sit miles south- 
easterly troni Elk-heart grove, which it resembles. It 
is abootHhree miles lon^, and one mile and a half wide, 
containtnor aboat four sections of timber and twenty-fiTe 
or thirty families. The rushes, which coTer the prairies 
around, furnish winter food for cattle. 

Buffaloe Jtock, a singular promontory on the north side 
of the Illinois riTer,*^rn La Salle county, six miles below 4 
Ottawa. It rises fifty or sixty feet nearly perpendicular t 
on three sides, and contains on its surface about six hun-< ^ 
dred acres of timber and prairie. ^ * '' 

Bullard*9 Prairie^ sometimes called Gardner^s prairie. 
In the western part of Lawrence county, sixteen miles 
ffom Lawrence ville. It is eight or ten miles long, and 
two miles wide, second rate soil, and has considerable 
settlements on its borders. 

BulUxma Grove in sixteen north, eight east, in Putnam 
county. Prairie rich and undulating. 

Buncombe Settlement^ in Johnson county, eight miles 
northwest from Vienna, contains forty families; soil rather 
broken, thin and rocky. 

Bunker Hill, an elevated town site in the sooth part of 
Macoupin county, section fourteen, seven north, eight 
west, in a large undulating prairie. 

Bureau Creek rises in the northern part of Putnam coun«- 
ty, runs southwest, receives Little Bureau, turns thence 
southeast, and enters the Illinois nver nearly opposite 
Hennepin. It is a fine mill stream, with a bold current, 
rock, gravel, and sand in its bottom, and receives a num- 
ber of branches.' About the bluffs of the Illinois the sur- 
faee of the land is broken, but in general it is excel- 
lent the whole length of the stream. Between its branches 
are fine prairies, undulating, rich, and dry, and along its 
borders is much excellent timber. 

Burnaide's Settlement, in Clinton county, five miles 
north of Carlyle, called by some the Irish settlement. 

Burnt Prairie, in the northwestern part of White, and 
extending into Wayne county, is about two miles in di* 
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anieter, contains s6iDe eood land and a deoee aeUlem«tit« 
Here is a post office and town site. 

Bami Prtdrie, in Edwards county, four miles north- 
west from Albion. It is about six miles long and two 
miles wide, interspersed with small groves and points of 
timber. The soil is good, and the population dense* 
Here is a windmill erected by a Mr. Clark, an English 
gentleman, which does good business as a grist mill. 

.^ron, a town site in Champaign county in Big Grove, 
three and half miles northwest from Url»anBa, wilh three 
or four families. 

Cache Meri, a small lake in McHenry county. , 

CadweWs Branch, a small branch of the Mauvaiseterrey 
~ which it enters from the souths ten miles below Jackson* 
Tille. It is a mill stream and rocky. 

Cahokia, and old French village, and one of the earliest 
in Illinois, situated in the American hottora, in St. Clair 
county, five miles south of Wiggin's Ferry, and ten miles 
north of west from Belleville. 

The Cahokias, (or according to the 4>Fthogrflphy of th* 
early French explorers, the Coo^utos,) one of the tribes of 
the great nation of Illini, had made this a resting place 
for a long time^prevbus to the discovery of the Missis- 
sippi, probably on account of the game w^ich abound^ 
in the vicinity. It is probable that the first settleiaeni 
was made here by the French, shortly after La SaUe dt^ 
soended the Mississippi, in 1683. 

Charlevoix, who visited the place in 1731, ezpiesses 
his astonishment that his eountrymen lukd pitched upea 
so ineonvenient a situation, being ** half a league** frooi 
the rivers He says, howeyer, the people told him thai 
the Mississippi once washed tlie foot of the village, bat 
that in three years it had receded half a league, and thai 
the people were talking, of removing to. a mors eligtbls 
situation. 

In 1766, it contained forty femilies; and at the eom* 
msncement of the revolutioaary war they had increased 
to fifty. This is about their pnesent lumber. It was oneo 
the seat of a considerable fur trade* 
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fioth the Spanish and French gforernmentB, in form- 
Ing seiilemtnts on the Mississippi, had special regard to 
convenience of social intercourse, and proiection from 
the Indiana. All their settlements were required to be 
in the form of villages or towns, and lots of a convenient 
size for a door yard« garden and stable yard were pro- 
vided for each family. To each village were granted two 
tracts of land at convenient distances, for ** commonfitlds** 
and *^ eom/n&n8.^* 

A common fold is a tract of land of sev«ra1 hundred 
acres, enclosed in common by the villagers, each person 
furnishing his proportion of labor, and each f^miily pos- 
sessing individual interest in a portion of the field, mark- 
ed off, and bounded from the rest. Ordinances were 
made to regulate the repairs of fences, the time of ex- 
cluding cattle in the spring, and the time of gathering 
the crop and opening the field for the range of cattle in 
the fall. ' Each plat of ground in the common field was 
owned in fee simple by the person to whom granted, sub- 
ject to sale and conveyance, the same as any landed pro- 
perty. 

A common is a tract of land granted to the town for 
wood and pasturage, in which each owner of a village lot 
has a common^ but not an individual right. In some cases 
this tract embraced several thousand acres. The ** com- 
mon'' attached to Cahokia, extends ap the prairie oppo- 
site St. Louis. 

Cahokia creek rises in Macoupin county, runs in a 
southwesterly direction tlirough Madison into St. Clair 
county, and empties into the Mississippi twa miles be- 
low the ferry at St. Louis. Through the American bot- 
tom the course of this stream is very sluggish, and 
meanders greatly. A mill dam backs up the water fif- 
teen miles. Near its borders are several lakes and 
ponds rendering this portion of the American bottom 
unhealthy. 

Formerly this creek passed Cahokia village, and en- 
tered the Mississippi iitrther down, but a mischievous 
Frenchman, from some pique against the Tillage, cat a 
15 
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channel from the creek to the riTer, and formed its present 
outlet. Along its borders are sixty or seventy mounds of 
various shapjes and sizes. 

Cairo is located near the mouth of the Ohio and extends 
across the point of land from river to river. The termi- 
nation of the great central railroad is to be at or near the 
site of Cairo. 

Codamicn a stream at the south end of lake Michigan. 
It rises in Indiana, runs westward into lUinoiSt turns north 
and enters the lake. Much of the country near tlie lake is 
low and swampy. Farther up are rapids and fails in the 
stream. 

Caledonia^ a town laid off on the bluffs of the Ohio in 
Alexander county, three miles above America. A wharf is 
here constructing to secure a good landing for boats which 
is wanted at America. 

It has two or three stores, a dozen families, and is 
thought to be an important site for business. 

Calumet^ a large stream that rises in Indiana, winds 
into Illinois, turns again and enters the lake Michigan, 
near the boundary line. Much of the country near the 
lake is low and swampy. Further up are rapids, and good 
water power. 

Calumet^ a town site with 8 or 10 houses and a post of* 
fice near the mouth of the Calumet. 

Cantden, a town site at the month of the Illinois river in 
the southwest part of Green county. 

Cameron^s Settlement, in Fulton county, eight miles 
northwest from Lewistown, is in a tract of gw}d land, a 
mixture of timber and prairie, with a considerable popiH 
lation. 

CampbeWe ItUtnd, in the Mississippi, ten miles above 
Rock island, in the upper rapids of the Mississippi. 

Camp Creek, a smdl stream in Randolph county, that 
enters the Kaskaskia river on the west side, in five south, 
eight west. 

Camp Creek is an insignificant stream that rises in the 
prairies which divide Hancock from Warten county, and 
runs west into the Mississippi. 
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Camp Creek in Mercer county, rises in the interior of 
Henry county, runs west and enters Edwards river in 
township fifteen north, range one west; high, rolling 
prairie, and Richland grove* 

Camp Fork^ a branch of Crooked creek in McDonough 
county, rises in Hickory grove, on the north side of seven 
north, two west, runs south, and unites with Drowning 
fork. The land on these creeks is of the first quality. 

Canaan is a rich settlement in Shelby county, twelve 
miles north of Shelbyville: a very superior tract. 

Caneum, a post office, in Rock Island county, 20 miles 
north of Stephenson. 

Canteen Creek rises in ridge prairie, in the south part 
of Madison county, runs a western course, and enters the 
Cahokia creek in the American bottom. Little Canteen 
creek rises in St. Clair county, and enters the main creek 
about the bluffs. 

Canteen Settlement, in Madison county, about six miles 
south of Edwardsville. 

Canton, a pleasant town in Fulton county, on the borders 
of a large prairie, fifteen miles north of Lewistown on 
section twenty-seven, seven north, four east. 

It is a respectable town, has eight or ten stores, a large 
academy and a charter for a college, and a population of 
five or six hundred. The country around is high, undu- 
lating, fertile and healthy, with a due mixture of timber 
and prairie. 

Canton Prairie, in Fulton county, commences near- 
Spoon river and runs northward, dividing the waters that 
fall into Spoon river on the left, from those that enter the 
Illinois on the right, till it becomes lost in the interminable 
prairies on Rock river. At Canton it is from two to three 
miles in width, dry, undulating, and inexhaustibly rich. 
Further north it becomes inferior. 

CantriWa Creek rises on the eastern side of Sangamon 
county, runs west, and enters Sangamon river about fifteen 
miles above Salt Fork. The land on this creek is rather 
level, the soil rich, and about equally divided into timber 
and prairie. 
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Capt au Chris. A smalt French setUement of this name, 
(whiith means Cape of Chit or Grindstone^ from the roc^k^ 
near,) was formed on the Mississippi, above the mouth of 
the Illinois, at the most southern bend of the river in Cal- 
Jionn county, about forty years since. In 1811, ii con- 
sisted of about twenty families, who had a viilajgre on the 
bank of the river, and cultivated a common field of about 
five hundred acres in the prairie, one mile from the river* 
They were driven off by the Indians during the last war 
with Great Britain. The American population began to 
«nter this county, in 1818. 

Carlinville, the seat ot justice of Macoupin county, 
is situated on the north side of the Lake Fork of the Ma- 
coupin, in a beautiful prairie. 

It is on section twenty*eight, ten north, seven west *of 
ihe third principal meridian. 

Carlinville has several stores, one grocery, two lawyers, 
two physicians, and about 80 families, and is improving 
rapidly. The state roads from Vandalia to Carrollton, 
aflid from Springfield to Alton, intersect at this place. 

It is fifty-five miles northwest from Vandalia, forty-fiv© 
miles southeast from Jacksonville, forty-five miles south* 
west from Springfield, thirty-five east of Carrollton, thir- 
ty-five miles north from Edwardsville,and thiriy-fivenorth*- 
cast from Alton. The country aronnd Carlinville ispropor- 
tionably divided into timber and prairie. 

A theological Seminary, under patronage of the Presby- 
• lefian Syn(^ of Illinois is about to be established at this 
piace, and the railroad from Alton to Springfield will pass 
through it. 

Carltlb, the seat of justice for Clinton county, is si- 
tuated on the west side of the Kaskaskia river, dl5 miles 
by water above its mouth, and on the V incenDes and St. 
Louis road. 

It was laid oat as a town site, in 1818, on section eigh- 
teen, two north, two west, on elevated ground, on the bor^ 
der of a large prahrie. The intersection of seTcral public 
roads from different parts of the state, gives it an appear- 
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«nc6 of life and business, rarely to be seen in a place so 
remote from commercial advantages. 

Garlyle contains five stores, three taverns, a grist and 
saw mill by water power, and forty families. The court 
honse is of wood. 

Carmi, the seat of justice of White county, situated on 
the west bank of the Little Wabash, and nearly in the 
centre of the county. It is surrounded by lands of a good 
quality, and an extensive settlement, and is in latitude 
thirty-eiorht decrees five minutes north, eighty miles south- 
east of Vandaha. It is now in an improving condition, 
has four stores, a saw and flouring mill, and a neat brick 
court house, forty feet square, with a cupola, the whole 
palmed and neatly finished. 

Carmi has many good framed houses, and about fiAy 
families, 2 lawyers, and 3 physicians. 

Carolu8n a post office in Vermilion county, about twen- 
ty miles from Danville, west of south, and on the mail 
route from Vincennes to Chicago. 

Carrollton, the seat of justice for Greene county, is 
a flourishing and pleasant village, situated on the borders 
of String prairie, nearly equidistant from Macoupin and 
Apple creeks, and on the dividing line of sections twenty- 
two and twenty-three, ten north, and twelve west. 

It has 1 7 stores, 6 groceries, 2 taverns, 7 lawyers, 6 
physicians, 4 ministers of the gospel, 2 male and 2 female 
schools, 2 steam flouring mills, 2 steam saw mills, one 
tannery, and about 1000 inhabitants. 

The court house is neatly built of brick; forty-four by 
forty-six feet, two stories, with a handsome spire. 

Around Carrollton is a beautiful countrjr, tolerably lev- 
el, rich soil, suitably proportioned into timber and prai- 
rie, and densely populated with industrious and thriving 
farmers. 

Here are Presbyteriap, Baptist, Methodist and Refor- 
mer societies. 

Houses of worship for the Baptists, Reformers, and Me- 
thodists are erected, and the Presbyterians are preparing 
to bnild. 

15* 
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Improved farms around CarroJUon sell for (en, fifteeD, 
and twenty dollars per acre. The houses mostly are 
framed, or of l>rick, built in a plain but convenient sty^. 

Carter's Setthment^ near the south part of McDonough 
county, twelve miles from Macomb, on the road to Kusti- 
yille. The land is gently undulating, soil rich, timber and 
prairie proportioned^ and au extensive settlement. 

It is in the south part of four north, two west, between 
the heads of 8ugar creek and Grindstone fork. This is 
the oldest settlement in the county. 

Carthage, the seat of justice for Hancock county, is 
situated in the prairie, one mile from timber between the 
head waters of Bear and Long creeks, and nine milfes frum 
the Mississippi, on the northwest quarter of section nine- 
teen, township five north, in range six west. The town 
was laid off by commissioners in March, 1833, and about 
one hundred lote sold the following June; averaging about 
thirty dollars each, it now contains three stores, one gro- 
cery, three carpenters, one blacksmith, two cabinet mak- 
ers, one wheelwright, one tavern, one brick maker, one 
phy*«ician; but no lawyer. 

The adjoining prairie is dry, and beautifully undula- 
ting. The timber adjacent is excellent. Good water in 
all this region is obtained by digging wells from fifteen to 
twenty-live feet deep. Coal is near and in abundance. 
Since the sale of lots, property has risen ia vmlae about 
fifty per cent. 

Cass Post Office is in Cook county, 33 miles from Chi- 
cago, on the road to Ottawa. 

Casey's Grove is fifteen miles northeast from Jackson- 
ville, on the road to Beardstown. It is a small grove of 
from hve to six hundred acres on Clay creek. 

Casey^s Prairie, in Jefferson county, adjoining Mount 
Vernon, is five miles long and two miles broad; snriace 
tolerably level, soil second rate, and the population con- 
sists of about 130 families. 

Cash river, a stream in the southern part of the state, 
which is formed from several branches, and a series ef 
ponds that exist in Union and Johnson counties. These 
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finite in Alexander eonnty, throagh whieh the main 
stream follows a devious course, at one time approaching 
within a mile and a half of the Mtesissippt, and again ap- 
proaching near the Ohio, till it empties its waters into the 
latter river, at Trinity, six miles ahove its mouth. 

One of its principal branches rises in Union eoitnty^ 
and forms the " Scatters of Cash," which see. 

Another source of its waters is in Johnson eonnty, in 
« series of ponds which are connected with the waters of 
Bitr Bay creek, in Pope county. The outlet of Ihe^ 
ponds is known by the name of Pond Siough* 

The alluvions of Cash river, where not inundaled, are 
wide, of a rich soil, and heavily timbered. 

Caio^ a post office on the west side of Clay county, audi 
on the Yincennes and St. Louis stage roads. 

Cat TttU Swamp^ is in Whiteside county, aikd connects 
the waters of the Mississippi and Rock river. It is navir 
^ble for small craft at some seasons. 

CavC'iniRock. This natural curiosity, well known te 
all the navigators of the Ohio river, is situated on the 
bank of the Ohio, where the dividing line between Pope 
and Gallatin counties strikes the river. Such eaves and 
piles of rock, as are described in the following iftketoh, 
are called by the Indians Afon-e-/i»— a name spelled Matt- 
i'4eau^ by the French, and sometimes Mon^it-io by other 
authors. It signifies *^ the residence of a tptrit^''^ either 
^ood or bad. - 

There are several Mon^e-toes in Illinois, Missouri, and 
other western states. One is at the precipices of the 
Mississippi adjoining Lower Alton. Two more that give 
names to streams in Boone and Coles counties, Missonri. 
The Indians relate some wild and extravagant legends 
of the freaks of these imaginary beings at their *^ resi- 
dences,'* and they usually propitiate the favour of the 
Mon-eto, by liberal offerings, and the firing of guns, at 
they pass his habitation. 

The one^atthe head of this article, known to Amerioani 
by the naaie Caoe-in-rodey was long the rendezvous of a 
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elasit of beings,^ more formidaUe and daDgerons to the 
whites, than the Indian Mon-e-toe«. 

In 1797, it was the place of resort and seearity to Ma- 
son and his gang^ of robbers; who plundered and mordered 
the crews of boats, while descending the Ohio. It still 
answers as a temporary residence for those who need 
shelter while on the riTer. The rock is limestone abonnd- 
ingwith shells. 

The followiner description of this caTo is giren by 
Thaddens M. Harris, an English tonrist, made in the 
spring of 1803, a writer who has done justice to the West 
in his descriptions generally. 

** For aboot three or four miles before you come to this 
place, you are presented with a scene truly romantic^ On 
the Illitiois side of the rirer, you see large ponderous 
rocks piled one upon another, oi different colours, shapes 
and siies. Some appear to have gone through the hands 
of the most skilful artist; some represent the ruins of an- 
cienl edifices; others thrown promiscuously in and out of 
the rirer, as if nature intended to show us with what ease 
she could handle those mountains of solid rock. In some 
places, you see purling streams winding their course down 
their ru^ed front; while in others, the rocks project so 
Ikr, that they seem almost disposed to leave their donbt- 
M situations. After a short relief from this scene, yon 
eome to a second, which is something similar to the first; 
and here, with strict scrutiny, you can diseover the cave. 

•* Before its mouth stands a delightfol grove of cypress 
trtes, arransed immediately on the bank of the river. 
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where yoa dlscoreran opehisg sufficiently Yarge to recviTe 
the body of a man, throil^h which comes a small atreaoi 
of fine water, made use of by those who visit this place. 
From this hole, a second cave is discovered whose di- 
mensions, form, etc., are not known. The rock is of Itma^ 
atone. The sides of the cave are covered with inscrip- 
tions, names of persons, dates, etc.''* 

The trees have been cut down and the entrance into the 
cave exposed to view. 

Cedar Creek post office is in Warren eouaty, section 
thirty-five, township twelve north, rabge three west, oad 
about seven miles northwest from Monmoath. 

Cedar Creeks in Adams county, which rises in one souths 
eight west, runs west, and enters Boston bay. 

A saw and grist mill has been erected on this stream 
and the land contiguous is good. 

Cedar Creek., in Johnson county, rises in the northeastern 
part, runs south, and enters Big bay ereek. It has target, 
abrupt blaffs, covered with cedar, and a settlem^t dear 
it. 

Cedar Creeks a branch of Big Moddy river in Jackson 
county, rises in Union county, and runs first north, and 
then a western course, and enters Muddy river twelve 
miles above its mouth. This creek has high bluffs to- 
wards its mouth, which abound with cedar. 

The country is broken, timbered, well watered with 
springs, and contains about one hundred families. The 
main settlement is six miles from Brownsville. 

Cedar Fork^ a branch of Crooked creek, in the north** 
west corner of Schuyler «oanty^ runs through a dry and 
father hijly tract of country. * 

Cedar Fork of Henderson river rises in the great prairie 
between Henderson and 8poon rivers and taking a north- 
western course, enters the main Henderson. The land 
along its borders is first rate, and begins to receive cultir 
tation from an industrious settlement. 

CentermlUy called also ** Virginia Centenriile," a settle- 

"* Harris's Tomr, etc., Boston, 1805. 
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meat at the intersection of the hase line of the foorth prin* 
cipal meridiaa, with the boundary line betwixt Adams 
and Schuvler counties. Excellent prairie and timbered 
land, undolatiner, healthy, and watered by the bead 
branches of McKee's and crooked creeks. 

A post office is here called DavUion^ within Schoyler 
county, twenty-five miles from Rushvilie. 

CenterviUe^ a post office in Wabash county, sitnated 
five miles northwest from Mount Carmel. 

Charlkston, the seat of justice for Coles county, is 
situated on the border of the Grand prairie* two and a half 
miles from, and on the west side of, the Embarras river, 
on section eleven, township twelve north, nine east. The 
surface around is tolerably level, the soil fertile, and the 
settlements already considerable, will soon be extensive. 
It has three stores, three groceries, and about twenty-five 
^milies. It was laid out in 1831, and the first sale of 
lots took place in that year. 

Charter's Grove^ a small tract of timber on the waters of 
Kishwaukee in Kane county. 

Chatham^ a post office in Sangamon county, north of 
Sangamon river, and on the road from Springfield to Ha- 
vanna. 

Cheyney^a Grove^ a settlement near the head waters of 
the San^raon, on the east of McLean county, twenty-three 
north, SIX east. This timber is an island in the great prai- 
rie, of three or foursquare miles, twenty-five miles east of 
Blooroington, and on the road to Danville. The populatioA 
is 34 families. 

Cherry' Orove^ a settlement in St. Clair county, eight 
miles northeasterly from Belleville, with a dense popa- 
lation of Germans. ^ 

Cherry Grove, a post office, in Jo Daviess county. 

Cheeier, a town on the bank of the Mississippi river, 
in Randolph county, and about two miles below the mouth 
of the Kaskaskia river. It is situated on an elevated strip 
of bottom land at the foot of tlte blufis and is a commer- 
cial depot for the country back. 

Exports by steamboats for 1836, j|150,000; imports* 
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130,000. It has five stores, three groceries, one tavern, 
one physician, two ministers of the gospel, four ware- 
houses, one steam saw an4 grist mill, one castor oil fac- 
tory, and 280 inhabitants. 

Uhicaoo, the seat of justice for Cook county, is situated 
on a rirer or bay of the same name, at the junction of 
North and South branches, and from thence to lake Michi- 

fan. The town is beautifully situated on level ground, 
ut sufficiently elevated above the highest floods, and on 
both sides of the river. 

Its growth, even for western cities, has been of unpar- 
alleled rapidity. In 1832 it contained five small stores, 
and 250 inhabitants. In 1831, there were four arrivals 
from the lower lakes, two brigs and two schooners, which 
was sufficient for all the trade of the northeastern part of 
Illinois, and the northwestern part of Indiana. In 1835 
there were about 267 arrivals of brigs, ships and schoon- 
ers, and 9 of steamboats, and brought 5015 tons of 
merchandise and 9400 barrels of salt. The value of mer- 
chandise imported equal to two and a half millions of dol- 
lars, besides a vast number of emigrant families, with 
their furniture, provisions, &c. Owing to the vast influx 
of emigration, the exports have been but small. There 
are about 60 stores, 30 groceries, 10 public houses, 23 

Shysicians, 41 lawyers, five ministers and about 5000 in- 
abitants. 

The Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, Episcopali- 
ans, and Roman Catholics, each have houses of worship. 
The harbor constructed by the United States government 
is now nearly completed and will afiford one of the safest 
and best on the northern lakes. 

Chicago is now an incorporated city, un^er the usual mu- 
nicipal regulations. It has one or more insurance com- 
panies, fire companies, water works for the supply of the 
ciiy from the lake, several good schools and a respectable 
academy, three printing offices that publish weekly papers 
and mechanics of every description. 

The natural position of the place, the enterprise and 
capital that will concentrate here, with favorable pros* 
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]»eet9 for health, must^oon make this place theemporinm 
of trade and business for all the northern country. 

Back of the town, towards the Des Plaines, 19 a fertile 
prairie, and for the first three or four miles, elevated and 
dry. 

Along the north branch of the Chicago, and the lake 
shore, are extensive bodies of fine timber. Large quan- 
tities of white pine exist in the regions towards Green 
bay, and about Grand river in Michigan, from which lum- 
ber in any quantities is obtained and conveyed by ship- 
ping to Chicago. Yellow poplar boards and plank are 
Drought across the lake from the St. Joseph's river. 
■ The mail in post coaches from Detroit, arrives here 
tri-weekly, and departs for Galena, for Springfield, Ahon, 
and St. Louis, and for Danyille and Vincennes. 

The United States owns a strip of elevated ground be- 
tween the town and lake, about half a mile in width, on 
which Fort Dearborn and the light house are situated, but 
which is now claimed, as a pre-emption right, atnl is now 
in a course of judicial inyestigation. 

ChicagOn the stream or bay, on which the town of Chi- 
cago is situated. It is made by North and South branch- 
es, which form a junction in the upper part of the town, 
about three fourths of a mile from the lake. The Chicago 
resembles a vast canal, from fifty to seventy-five yards wide 
and from fifteen to twenty-five feet deep. Northerly and 
easterly storms throw the cool waters of the lake into this 
channel, and raise it about three feet. 

North Branchy which is the largest, rises a short dis- 
tance above the boundary line, and near the Take, and runs 
parallel with the lake shore a southerly course, and is na- 
rigable for small boats. Its banks are well timbered, and 
the land fertile^ 

In spring floods, its waters, in one or two places, flow 
across the prairie and commingle with those of Des 
Plaines. 

South Branch rises in an opposite direction, in the prai- 
ries towards the Saganaskee swamp, runs a northern 
directioii about twenty miles, and forms a junctioo with 
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the North branch, in the town of Chicago. The timber 
18 rather scarce on South branch. 

Chillicothe^ a town site and 30 or 30 families, in Peoria 
county at the upper end of Peoria lake. 

Chippewa^ a town site in Madison county, directly op- 
posite the mouth of the Missouri. A steam mi|l and seve- 
ral buildings are going up. 

Choteau'a Island^ is in the Mississippi river, in the south- 
western part of. Madison county. It is four miles long, 
and a mile and a half wide, and has several families and 
farms on it. In extreme high floods the water of the river 
nearly covers it. 

Christian Settlement^ see Misim's Prairie, 

Chrisiy^'s Prairie^ sometimes called Lewises Prairie^ is 
in Lawrence county ten miles west of Lawrenceyille, 
moderately rolling, and good second rate land. Popula- 
tion 150 families. * 

Clary^a Grave is a beautiful tract of timber and iflour- 
ishing seltleinent, in Sangamon county, eighteen miles 
northwest from Springfield, and surrounded with excel- 
lent prairie. The timber is three or four miles in diameter, 
consisting of oaks, sugar maple, walnut, hickory, linden,^ 
elm, locust, and various other species. Clary*s creek 
issues from this grove, runs northwesterly, and eaters the 
Sangamon river near the corner of Morgan county. 

Little Grove is a smaller tract contiguous io Clary's 
Grove; timber and prairie of the same quality. 

Clayton is a town site on the east side of Adams county, 
on section thirty-five, township one north, range five west. 

Clay Creek rises in the prairies in the northeastera 
part of Morgan county, passes through two lakes in the^ 
bottom, and enters the Illinois river below Beardstowa. 

Clay lAckf a branch of Cedar creek, in Union county. 
The land is hilly, and heavily timbered. 

Clay Prairie, in Clark county, lies west from Union 
Prairie, and eight miles southwest from Darwin. It con- 
tains a large settlement. - i 

Clear Creeks a small stream that rises in the prairies 
near Paris, Edgar county, and leaving the county at its 
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flOQtheast corner, passes across a strip of Indiana, and 
enters the Wabash. It is a mill stream, and the land on 
each side is good. 

Clear CreSt^ a small stream in Putnam county, tea 
miles south of Hennepin. Along its banks are fine tim- 
ber, and the adjoining prairies are excellent. 

Char Creeks a stream that rises in Union county, runs 

' south and enters the Mississippi in the northwestern part 

of Alexander county. One branch rises in the northeru 

part of Union, the other in the neighbourhood of Jones- 

boro'. 

CUar Creekf in Sangamon county, rises in the prairies 
between Salt creek and the North Fork, runs a south- 
western course, and enters the Sangamon river near the 
junction of the North and South Forks. This is a good 
mill stream; the country on its borders rather level, tim- 
ber good, considerable prairie, and a population of 200 or 
300 families. 

Clear Creeks a small stream in Morgan county, that 
passes through the narrows and enters the Illinois river 
Delow Beardstown. 

Clear Creek, post office, is at Mechanicsburg, 14 miles 
east of Springfield, and on the road to Decatur. 

Clear Lake, an expansion of water in the American bot- 
tom, St. Clair county, about ten miles westerly from 
Belleville. 

CUndenin^B Settlement^ in^ Greene county, six miles 
southwest of QarroHton. 

CUflon, a post office on Su^ar creek, Clinton county. 

CKflon, on the bank of the Mississippi, four miles 
above Alton, Here is a landing, a steam saw mill, an 
excellent free stone quarry, and a quarry of water cement 
lime stone, and a town site. 

^ CUnton, a town site, post offices and half a dozen fami- 
lies, in the northern part of Macon county, 24 miles from 
Decatur. 

CUntm MU\9 three miles north of Belleyille, in St. 
Clair coun^, and the residence of John Messenger, Esq. 
It is an elerated timbered tract, containing some excel- 
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lent springs, and a yaluabfe stone quarry. The Rich- 
land Baptist church have their house of worship here. 

CUo, a post office in the northwest corner of Pike county, 
22 miles northwest from Pittsfleld. 

Coal Banks, in the bluffs of St. Clair county, east side 
of the American bottom, and seven miles from St. Louis 
ferry. 

Several beds have been opened along the bluffs, with- 
in three miles. The coal is bituminous, burns well, and 
appears to be inexhaustible. About 300,000 bushels are 
now taken to St. Louis annually, and the demand for it 
Is rapidly increasing. 

Coal Creek, in Schuyler county, heads near Crane creek. 
Tuns east, and enters the Illinois, four miles above Beards- 
town. 

Coal Creeks in the northwest part of Putnam county, 3 
miles west of French grove, and runs into swamps. 
Here is coal in abundance and a beautiful grove of timber. 

Cochran's Grove, a post office and settlement in Shelby 
county, ten miles east of Shelby ville. 

Coffee Creek, an inconsiderable stream in Wabash 
county, that enters the Wabash river, six miles below 
Mount Carmel. A settlement of the same name is along 
its course. It is a timbered country, undulating, and 
broken. 

Cold Prairie is in the American bottom, in St Clair 
county, on the road from St. Louis to Belleville. 

Coii Spring Settlement and post office is in Shelby 
county, on the road from Vandalia to Shelbyville, twelve 
miles south of the latter place. The land is second rate, 
and proportioned into timber and prairie. This was for- 
merly called WakeJieWs Settlement, 

Collinsville, a village, post office, and settlement, in the 
south part of Madison county. 

Here is a store, a large mill for sawing and grinding, 
and several mechanics. A meeting house and Presby- 
terian church of fifty members, a large Sabbath school, 
and a body of sober, moral and industrious citizens, rea- 
der this ao interesting settlement. 
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Columbus^ a town near the centre of Adams county, of 
40 or 50 families. 

Columbo Creek rises in Perry county, runs a southeast 
course, and enters Big Beaucoup, in Jackson county. 

Columbus^ a town site in Randolph county, near the 
Flat prairie, eighteen miles east of Kaskaskia, on section 
one, five south, six west. Here is an academy, a congre- 
firation of Reformed Presbyterians, and an industrious and 
Targe settlement. * 

The post offipe is called ** ShannorCs StoreJ*^ 

Commerce^ a town, landing and post office on the Missis- 
sippi, in Hancock county, 16 miles northwest of Carthage, 
and at the head of the Lower rapids, in seven north, one 
west. It has two stores, one grocery, and 12 or 15 families. 

ComptorCi Prairie, in Wabash county, twelve miles 
west of Mount Carmel. This is a small, rich, level 
prairie, inclined to be wet, and has twenty-five or thirty 
families. 

Concord, a post office and settlement, sometimes called 
•* Slocumb's," in White county, between the Little and 
Big Wabash, below Big prairie. 

Concord, a town site on the Iroquois river, opposite Iro- 
quois town. It has a steam saw and grist mill, and two 
or three families. 

Coon Creek, 3, branch of the North Fork of the Kish- 
waukee in Kane county. It rises in township forty north, 
range four east, and runs west. 

Coonsville, a small creek and settlement, on the south 
side of Apple creek, in Greene county, and six miles 
northwest from Carrollton. 

Coop*B Creek, a branch of the Macoupin, in Macoupin 
county. It rises in the prairies towards the head of Ca- 
hokia creek, runs a northwesterly course, and enters the 
main stream below the forks. Timber and prairie, undu- 
lating and rich. 

Copperas Creek, in Fulton county, towards the eastern 
part.^ It rises* near Canton, runs a southeastern course, 
and enters the Illinois river in six north, five east. 
Much of it is a timbered tract; some good prairie, and a 
large settlement. 
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Cottonberger^s Settlement, on Salt creek, in the north- 
west part of Macon county, eighteen miles north from 
Decatur. 

Cotton HtU Prairie is in Sangamon county, between 
South Fork and Horse creek, twelve miles south of 
Springfield. 

Court Creek runs through Knox county, from north- 
west to southeast, and enters Spoon river. 

Covington was formerly the seat of justice of Washing- 
ton county, but after its division in forming Clinton, this 
place was left in the northwest corner of the county, 
and now contains half a dozen families. It is situated 
on the left bank of the Kaskaskia river, in section thirty- 
three, township one north, three west. Should the con- 
templated improvements of the Kaskaskia river be carried 
forward so as to be navigated by steam, Covington may 
become a place of some importance. 

It is fourteen miles from Nashville. 

Cownover^s Branchy in Morgan county, rises at the head! 
of Jersey prairie, and enters Indian creek near Smart's 
mill. 

Cox's Gror/!, a small body of timber on the line of Cass 
and Sangamon counties. 

Cox's Prairie, northeast of Brownsville, in Jackson 
county, near Big Beaucoup, contains about four sections 
of good rolling land. 

Crab Orchard, a small creek that rises in the south part 
of Franklin county, passes into Jackson, and enters the 
Big Mud<ly, fifteen miles above Brownsville. The conn* 
try adjoining is level and good, and the settlement has 
forty or fifty families. 

Crawfish Creek, a small stream in Wabash county, that 
enters the Wabash river six miles above Mount Carmel. 
The adjacent country is sterile and broken. 

Crawford's Creek is an insignificant stream in Adams 
county, containing excellent land and timber. It enters the 
south prong of Bear creek. 

Crane Creek, a small stream in Schuyler county, which 
rises near Rushville, runs south through a timbered re- 
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gion, and enters the Illinois a few yards above the mouth 
of Crooked creek. 

Crane Creekj a trifling stream that enters the Sangamon 
river from the north side, below Miller*s ferry. 

Crane Creek, in Whiteside county, rises near the south 
fork of Plum creek, runs west, then south, and enters Rock 
river fifteen or twenty miles below Dixon's ferry, near the 
foot of the second rapids. Its length is about twenty-five 
miles. The timber near it is in groves, and the country 
generally thp finest for farming purposes. It is a good 
mill stream. 

Crooked Creek,on the military tract, from its size, length, 
and number of its branches, should be called a river; out 
it is not our province to make or alter names. The term 
*^ creek'* is applied to this stream on the maps, and in the 
vocabulary of the country. It rises in numerous branches 
in McDonough and Hancock counties, and near the bor- 
ders of Warren, runs a southern course through McDon- 
ough and Schuyler counties, and enters the Illinois in sec- 
tion thirteen, one south, one west, six miles below Beards- 
town. It can easily be made navigable some distance. 
No better land can be found in Illinois than the country 
in general watered by this stream; and the many small 
tributaries emptying into it from the east and west not 
only afibrd many mill seats, but apportion the timber and 
prairie so nearly equal as to render almost every tract ca- 
pable of immediate settlement. It is to be regretted thai 
much of the land in this section of the country is owned 
by non residents, and that it is held at prices much too 
hiffh to suit the circumstances of settlers, or the relative 
value of land in this state. 

The country generally on Crooked creek is gently un- 
dulating, dry soil, inexhaustibly rich, and where timber 
exists it is of excellent quality. Here are found oaks of 
different species, walnut, sugar maple, linden, hackber- 
ry, hickory, cherry, honey locust, mulberry, elm, ash, and 
various other growth common to the state. The soil is an 
argillaceous mould, from one to four feet deep. Near the 
mouth of Crooked creek is an extensive bottom on the II- 
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linois, inundated in high water, but affording an extensive 
range for stock during the greatest part of the year. 

Bituminous coal is found in great abundance alongthis 
stream and its tributaries, with several quarries of free 
stone. 

Crooked Creek^ in Marion county, rises in the Grand 
prairie near Salem, runs a southwesterly course, and en- 
ters the Kaskaskia river above Covington. 

Crooked Creek^ an insignificant stream and branch of 
the Little Wabash, in White county, eight miles above 
Carmi. 

It is a timbered region, and the settlement is large. 

Crow Creek rises in the north part of McLean coun- 
ty, passes through the southwestern part of La Salle, 
and enters the Illinois river in Putnam county below 
Hennepin. 

There is a fine skirt of timber and much good prairie 
along its borders. 

Crow Creek^ a small stream in Putnam county that en- 
ters the Illinois river from the west side. It rises in Crow 
grove, (Boyd*s) and runs an east course. 

Crow Grove, or Boyd's settlement, forty miles above 
Peoria, on the stage road to Galena. It is a beautiful 
tract of country, in fourteen north, eight east from the 
fourth principal meridian, and thirteen miles west of Hen- 
nepin. 

Crow Meadow post office is in Putnam county, on the 
road from Peoria to Ottawa. 

Crow Prairie lies near the Illinois river, in Putnam 
county, on the east side, twelve miles below Hennepin. 
It is six miles long and three miles wide, good soil, and 
timber around it. 

Cr(Hv Prairie is in Putnam county, on the west side of 
the Illinois river. It is twelve miles long, four miles 
wide, and dry, rich, farming land. 

Cumberland, a post office on the National Road, 6 miles 
east of Vandalia. 

Curran, a post ofidce in Gallatin county, 13 miles north- 
west from Equality. 
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CutUr*8 Settlement^ in Coles county, eight miles north- 
east from Charleston, on the east side oithe Embarras. 
The soil, both of the timbered land and prairie, is good, 
and the 8ettlea>ent contains from forty to fifty familien. 

Cypre99i a sluggish creek in Gallatin county, between 
Equality and Shawneetown, which runs into the Saline 
creek. 

The land in the vicinity is generally good and heavily 
timbered. 

Crystal Lake^ a beautiful sheet of water in McHenry 
county, with gravelly banks and a delightful prospect. 

DadJoe*8 Grove, so called from Joseph Smith, but more 
commonly known to the people, by the euphonious name 
6f " Old Dady It is in rutuam county, section four, 
eighteen north, i^ine east. 

UanVillb, the sea^ of justice for Vermilion county, is 
situated on the Vermilion river of the Wabash, on section 
eight, in township nineteen north, and in range eleven 
west from thfe second principal meridian. 

It is on a dry, sandy, and elevated surface, surrounded 
with heavy timber on the east, north, and west, but open 
to the prairie on the south. 

It has fourteen stores, three groceries, three taverns, 
five lawyers, six physicians, various mechanics, a public 
land office for this district, and a printing office from 
which issues weekly the ** Danvilie Enquirer^ and 700 in- 
habitants. ^ 

The Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyterians each have 
congregations. There are about 120 families. The coun- 
try around is populous, and rich land. 

Darwin, the seat of jtistice of Clark county. It is sit- 
uated on the Wabash, m section twenty-seven, ten north, 
eleven west from the second principal meridian, adjoining 
Walnut prairie, and contains about twenty families. 

JDaviston Post Ofice is at the place where the base 
Tine of the fourth principal meridian crosses the dividing 
line of Adams and Schuyler counties, twenty-five miles 
south of west from Rushville on the road to Quincy. 

Daw9<nC9 Qrwe, called sometimes ** Old Town Timher^^^ 
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in McLean coonty, twelve miles east from Blooroington^ 
and at the lieads of Kickapoo and Salt creek, in twenty- 
three north, and three and four east. The road, from 
Pekin to Danville passes through thisgrove. It is long^ 
and intersected with some harrens. Timber principally 
oak with some, sugar maple. The prairie around it is very 
rich. 

Dead Man^a Grove^ in Coles county, six miles west of 
Charleston. It is almost circular, about two miles in 
diameter, and contains three or four sections of indif- 
ferent timber, surrounded with a rich and undulating 
prairie, and is monopolised by two or three families. It 
receives its name from the circumstance of a man perish- 
ing here with cold several years since. The old Kickapoo 
towns were adjoining this grove. 

DecUorCa MilU one of the first settlements in Morgan 
county, on the Mauvaiseterre, three miles northwest from 
Jacksonville. Here is a steam mill and a large and flourish- 
ing, jsettlement. 

Beauaixj a trifling stream, and. branch of the Kas- 
kaskia river, in the southeastern part of St. Clair 
county. 

Decker' 8 Prairie^ a small tract of second rate, undula- 
ting land, in Wabash county, twelve miles northeast from 
Mount Carmel, with about twenty-five families. 

Decatur, the seat of justice for Macon county, is situ- 
ated on the west side of the North Fork of Sangamon 
river, and on the borders of an extensive prairie. It is 
on the northeast quarter of section fifteen, in sixteen north, 
two east from the third principal meridian. It is dry, 
elevated, and bids fair for health. The country around is 
elevated, rich, and has a fine settlement. 

Decatur has three stores, several mechanics and about 
thirty families. 

Delhi i a post oflice and town site in the south part 
of Greene county, 23 miles from Carroliton. It was form- 
erly called **XMr/<m'«." 

Dea Plained River [Riviere des Plaines, Fr.] rises in 
the Wisconsin territory, a few miles above the boundary 

Digitized by Google 



190 A OAZETTEElt 

Kne of Illinois, and about six miles from lake Michigan. 
It runs a south coarse, generally over a bed of limestone 
rock, and forms one of the prominent branches of the Illi- 
nois river, by its junction with the Kankakee. 

Groves of timber are found on its banks, and interspersed 
through the vast prairie region. The country along its 
borders is rapidly populating, notwithstanding the apparent 
deficiency of timber. 

In many places alon^ the Des Plalnes rock may be easily 
bbtained both for fencing and building. The country is 
well watered, the streams perennial, and the soil rich, and 
covered with luxuriant herbage. It is frequently wifitten 
and pronounced Aux Plaines or O* Plane. 

DeviVs Anvil is a singular rock, of considerable eleva^ 



tion, and the top jutting over its base, near the road from 
Eauality to Golconda. The surrounding country is very 
hilly, with rocky precipices, and exhibits all the desola- 



tion and wildness of a mountainous region. 

DeviPa Oven is a singular promontory of sand rock that 
projects into the Mississippi, in Jackson county, one mile 
above the Crrand Thwtr, It has a cave resembling the 
mouth of a mammoth oven, to be seen from the river. 

IHamond Grove^ a most beautiful tract of timber in 
Morgan county, two miles southwest from Jacksonville. 
It id elevated above the surrounding prairie, and con- 
tains 700 or 800 acres, and surrounded with beautiful 
farms. 

Diamond Grove Prairie^ in Morgan county, south and 
adjacent to Jacksonville. It is four miles in extent, rich 
soil, undulating, dry surface, and mostly covered over with 
fine farms. 

J)ieker8on*$ Lake i9 in the Illinois bottom, in Morgan 
county, near the bluffs. 

Dillard'a is a large settlement in Gallatin county, eight 
miles northwest of Shawneetown. The land generally is 
good. 

Dillon's Post Office is in the town of Liberty, Tazewell 
county. Here is a large settlement called Dillon's. 
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DixorCs Ferret and post office in Ogle county, on Rock 
Tiver, on the stage road from Peoria to Galena. 

The country around is excellent, but there is a deficiency 
of timber for dense settlements. Formerly called 0*Get^» 
Ferry. 

Dixonville, a town site at Dixon's Ferry, on the south 
side of Rock river, in Ogle county. It contains 2 stores, 
2 taverns, 1 grocery, a steam saw mill, 10 or 12 families, 
and is a pleasant site. Here the stage roads from Chicago 
by Napiersville: — from Ottawa by Troy grove; — and froni 
Peoria by Windsor and Princeton all concentrate, and pass 
into Galena. Rock river here is 206 yards wide and is 
crossed by a rope ferry boat. 

DoUonU Prairie is on the west side of Clark county, 
six miles wide, and twice as long, level, considerably wet 
and a rather thin and clay soil. 

Donohue'B Settlement is in the northeast corner of Jef- 
ferson county, on Adams's creek, ten miles from Mount 
Vernon. It is mostly a timbered tract, and has twenty or 
thirty families. 

Doumin^'*s Settlement^ in Bond coun^, nine miles south 
of Greenville. It is on the waters of Beaver creek, and 
is well furnished with timber and prairie. . . 

Douglass^ a post office on the east side of Macoupin 
county fifteen miles northeast from Carlinville. 

Dresden, a town site near the junction of the Des Plaines 
and Kankakee, and on the line of the canal. It has one store 
and two or three families. 

DrewryU Creek, a branch of Crab Orchard. It rises 
in Union County, runs a devious coarse northeasterly 
into Jackson county, and has a settlement of fifteen .ox 
twenty families. The land timbered, and second rate 
soil. 

Driftwood, a post office in Iroquois county, on the road 
from Danville to Chicago. 

Drowning Fork, in McDonough county. It rises in the 
prairies six north, one west, runs a southwestern course, 
and uniting with other branches, forms Crooked creek. It 



,y Google 



192 A OAZETtEER 

has a large body of excellent timber, surroanded with, 
extensive prairies. 

Dry Fork, a small stream in Macoupin county. It rises 
towards Cahokia creek, runs a northwesterly coarse, and 
enters the Macoupin above th6 forks. 

Dry Fork, a branch of Shoal creek, in the northwest part 
of Bond county. 

Dry Grove is a timbered tract in McLean county, in 
twenty-four north, one east, six milfes north of west 
from Blooraington, and lies at the head of Sugrar creek. 
It is about ten miles long, from east to west, high, dry, 
and undulating, and contains a settlement of about fifty 
families. 

Dry Point, a small branch of Lake Fork of the Ma- 
coupin. The head of the timber is well known on the old 
roaa from Edwardsville to Springfield, and is nine north, 
six west, nine miles southeast from Carlinville. 

Duck Grove, a small body of timber north of Holderman*d 
Grove in La Salle county. 

Dudley'* 8 Settlement, in Coles county, seven or eight 
miles east from Charleston. 

Including Eiehwdod^s, a fine body of timber south, it is 
an excellent tract of country, and contains more than 120 
families. 

Duncanton, a post office in Mantua settlement, in the 
southwestern part of White county, on the mail road from 
McLeansboTo^ to Shawneetown. 

Dunwoody'' a Mill is on Indian creek, Morgan county, 
eight miles north of Jacksonville, % 

Du Page, \^Biviere du Page, Fr.] a beautiful stream in 
Cook county. It rises in two forks, which unite in the 
settlement of Fountaindale. One fork rises near the Des 
Plaines, and runs a western course, and forms a junction 
with the other fork, which rises towards Fox river. After 
the junction it runs a southwestern course through groves 
and prairies, and enters the Des Plaines three miles above 
its junction with the Kankakee. There are large settle- 
ments on this stream at Walker^s grove and Fountain- 
dale. 
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Dutch Church Creek, in Pike coanty, takes its name 
from a bluff of a singular shape resembling one of the an^* 
tiquated btiildingrg of New York in Knickerbocker's days. 
It rises in the interior, and enters Snycartee. 

Dutchman's Creek, a small branch of Cash river, in • 
Johnson county. The land on this creek is excellent, and 
the settlement extensive. 

Dutch Mil, a settlement in the southeast part of St. 
Clair county, and east of the Kaskaskia river. The land 
is good, and a mixture of timber and prairie. 

Dutch Settlement, in Union county, lies south and in 
the vicinity of Jonesboro'. The land is good, rolling, and 
veil timbered. The settlement contains probably 200 
families and is watered by Clear creek. 

Eaton's Mill, is noticed as the name of a settlement in 
Jasper county, near Crawford, on the west side of the 
North Fork of the Embarras. 

Eagle Creek, a small stream in Gallatin county. It 
rises in the interior, runs south, and enters the Saline creek 
near its mpnth. Some broken, and some good land, and 
a large settlement are on this stream. 

Eagle Creek, or UAigle creek, in Monroe county, see 
Fountain Creek, 

Eagle Point, a post office in Macoupin county, 16 miles 
northwest from Carl invi lie. 

East Fork of Cash River rises in Johnson county, 
twelve .south, three east, runs south, by Vincennes, and 
enters the main stream below the ^^ Scatters of Cash,'' 
The land on this stream is excellent. The timber con- 
sists of cypress, cedar, walnut, oaks of yarious species, 
etc. 

East Fork of Kaskaskia River rises on the north side of 
Marion county, near the waters of the Little Wabash, 
runs west along the north part of Marion, crosses the 
northeast corner of Clinton, and enters the Kaskaskia, in 
the southwest corner of Fayette county. It has a heavy < 
body of excellent timber on its banks; the prairies ad- 
joining are undulating and rich, and the settlements along 
this water course are extensive. 
17 
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East Phrk of Shoal Creeks a stream and a settlement in 
t))e eastern part of Montgomery coanly. The stream 
f ises in a large prairie in the northern portion of the county, 
runs southwestwardly, and enters the main creek near 
- the south side of Bond county. The settlement extends 
along the timber which lines its banks and the land i9 
tolerably level and fertile. 

East Fork of Siher Creek rises in the northeastern part 
of Madison county, and unites with the West or main fork 
a short distance below the Marine settlement. 

Edinburgh a town site in Sangamon county, in thirteen 
north, two west, 28 miles southeast from Springfield. 
Three stores, one grocery, one tavern, and a dozen families, 
surrounded with an excellent country along the south fork 
of Sangamon river. 

Edmonson^s Prairie^ in McDonough county, six miles 
southwest from Macomb, is from one to two miles wide, 
ten miles long, and contains twenty-five or thirty fami- 
lies. 

Edwardsvillk, the seat of justice for Madison county, 
is situated on sections two, three, and eleven, of town- 
ship four north, in range eight west of the third principal 
meridian, twenty-one miles northeast from St. Louis, on 
the Springfield road, and twelve miles southeast from 
Alton. It has a court house and jail of brick, a land of^ 
ice for Edwardsville district, seven stores, two taverns, 
two physicians, four lawyers, a castor oil factory/ various 
mechanics, and about seventy families. Here is also as 
academy and a commodious building. The Baptists an.4 
Methodists each have houses of worship. The inhabi- 
tants are generally iudojstrious, intelligent, moral, and ff 
large proportion professors of religion. 

The location of Edwardsville is pleasant, on high 
ground, healthy, and in the centre of a fertile, well wa- 
tered, and well timbered country, settled with enterprising 
-farmers. It is in latitude thirty-eight degrees forty-five 
minutes north. 

Edwards*s Settiementin in the north part of Pike county, 
on McRaney's creek* 
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Edwards River rises in the prairies of Henry coantj« 
fifteen nortli, four east, runs west through Mercer conn« 
ty, where it turns south and enters the Mississippi near 
the Upper Yellow fianks. The country on this river is 
undulating, the timber in skirts and groves, the praities . 
large, and a supply of good water. 

Eight Mile Prairie, in the southwest corner of Frank- 
lin county, eighteen miles southwest from Frankfort, 
level, and has a dense population. It is from one to two 
miles io diameter. 

Elbridge Posi cffice, in Edgar county, 10 miles &om 
Paris, on the road to Terre Haute. 

Elgin, a town site on Fox river, in the south part of 
McE^nry county. 

Ellismlle, in Fulton county, on the west side of Spoou 
river, near the north side of seven north, two east, it 
has three stores, one tavern, a mill and a dozen families* 

A large prairie lies west. The land on the river is 
rather broken and timbered. 

Situation twenty miles northwest from Lewistown. 

Ellison, a small stream that rises in the prairies of War- 
ren county, runs west, and enters the Mississippi six miles 
below Henderson river. It has a fine, settlement, and a 
rich body of land on its banks. 

Elkheart Grove, in Sangamon county, north of Sanga- 
mon river, and about twenty miles northeast from Spring- 
field, in eighteen north, three west. It is a beautiful 
grove of timber, containing six or seven hundred acres, on 
the right hand of the great road leading to Peoria, Ottawa, 
and Chicago. The timber is oak, walnut, linden, hickory, 
suffar tree, etc. 

The prairie adjoining is rich soil, rather wet, and fur- 
oishes fine summer and winter range for cattle. 

Several families are settled here. 

Elkkorn, a stream that rises in Washington county, 
south of Nashville, runs northwest, and enters the Kas- 
kaskia river. The country on its borders is tolerably 
level, and has a large settlement, A post office is here. 

Elkhom Grove is in Jo Daviess county, west of Boffa* 
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loe groYe. It is nine miles long, and from one to three 
miles wide* A beautiful prairie surrounds it, and Kfkhorn 
creek passes through it. 

Elkkom Creekf in Jo Daviess county. It rises near 
Red Oak grove, passes through Elkhorn grove, runs south<^ 
west, and enters Rock river twenty miles below Dixon's 
ferry. 

Here is a beautiful country, and the timber in groves. 

Elk Prairie lies between the little Muddy and fieaucoup 
creeks, in Perry county, and is about five miles in extent. 
It is dry and tolerably level; soil second rate, and the 
settlement contains about twenty-live families. 

Elm Eiver, a branch of the Little Wabash. It rises in 
two heads, in the Twelve Mile prairie, in Clay county, 
north of the Vincennes road, and taking a southeastern 
direction, enters the Little Wabash in Wayne county. 
The west branch of Elm river bears the name of Racoon 
creek. 

Embarraa River, (pronounced Emhroy in Pr.) a consi- 
derable stream in the eastern part of the state. It rises 
in Champaign county, eighteen north, nine east, near the 
sources of the Kaskaskia, the two Vermilions, and the 
Sangamon rivers. It runs south through Coles county, re^ 
ceives several smaller streams, enters Jasper, turns south- 
east across a corner of Crawford, passes through Lawrence 
county, and enters the Big Wabash, about six miles be- 
low Vincennes. The country on the Embarras is various, 
though there is much good land. Towards its head the 
prairie greatly predominates, the timber being in groves, 
and narrow strips along its banks. In Coles county, north 
of Charleston, the. timber is from two to six miles wide. 
Below that place it gradually widens to the distance of 
eight or ten miles. 

It consists of the various qualities common on this side 
of the state. Generally the prairies through which 
it flows are second rate for more than half its length 
from its mouth. Its bottoms are inundated In very high 
floods. The main stream and its branches afford many 
good mill seats. From the vicinity of Lawrence ville to 
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Yincenneg, in high freshets, the Embarras and Big Wfti* 
bash ttuite their waters and spread over the country for 
seven or eight miles in extent. Hence, from this occSr 
fional obstruction to travelling on the old ** Ftncennes 
trace^^^ as the obscure path through the prairies to Kas^ 
kaskia was then called, the early French explorers gave 
the name '' Embarraa^^ to this stream. 

Embarras, a town site in Coles county, one half mile 
east of the Embarras river, at the junction of the national 
road Zttd the road from Palestine to *Shelbyville, twenty 
miles south of Charleston, and fifty*two miles east oif 
Vandalia. Good springs of water, high, rich, undulating 
prairie, and abundance of fine timber are said to belong to 
the conveniences of this location. 

Embarras Settlement j in Coles county. I have given 
this name to an extensive tract of country thinly populated, 
extending along the west side of the Embarras, and north 
of Charleston. The quality of the land is on a medium 
with the rest of Coles county. South of Charleston, and 
on the same side, the country is thinly settled. 

Eminence^ a town site near Sugar creek in Tazewell 
county. 

Emmettaburgj a Roman Catholic Irish and Grerman set- 
tlement, or hamlet, on the line of the canal, eight miles 
above Juliet. 

English Settlement is in Morgan county, west of Jack* 
•onville, on Cadweli*s, Walnut and Plum creeks. There 
are about one hundred families, mostly from Yorkshire^ 
England, and farmers. They appear to be well pleased 
with the country, and to be accumulatinjpf property. 

English Settlement^ in the east part of Monroe county, 
is on Prairie de Lon^ creek, in township three southf 
eight west. It contains about forty famiiiet, amongst 
whom are a number of English Catholics. 

Equality, the seat of justice for Gallatin connty, si- 
tuated on the north side of Saline creek, on section fifteen, 
nine south, eight east. It has nine stores, four grooeries* 
two taverns, a brick court house forty feet square, two 
stories high, and neatly finished, a number of mechanics 
17* 
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T)f different trades, and about seventy or eighty families. 
It is situated in the vicinity of the salt manufactories, 
fourteen miles south of ShaWneetown. 

The adjacent courtry south and west is broken and 
rough; north and east is much good land. 

Elvira Settlement, in Johnson county, on Lick ereekj a 
branch of Cash river. It is about fifteen miles northwest 
from Vienna, and contains thirty or forty families. The 
land is rich and lexfl. 

Essex's Settlement, in the forks of Spoon river, in the 
western part of Putnam county, townships twelve and 
thirteen north, in range six east from the fourth principal 
meridian. The surface is undulating, excellent timber, 
rich prairie, good water, stone quarries, a saw and grist 
mill, and about fifty families. The post office is called 
Wyoming. 

Estes's PrairieM Franklin county, fourteen miles north 
of Frankfort, is level, dry, and has a thin population on 
its borders. 

Evan's Settlement, on the nortb side, and near the head 
of Cash river, and on the eastern border of Union county. 
It has about forty families. 

EwiNGTON, the seat of justice of Effingham county, is 
situated on the national road, twenty-nine miles from 
Vandalia, in a northeastern direction, on the west bank 
of the Little Wabash river, and on section five, seven 
north, five east. The site is elevated, and surrounded 
with timber. Opposite is the boUom land of the Little 
Wabash, about one fourth or a mile wide, and in high 
floods occasionally inundated. Ewington will probably 
become a pleasant village, though but Tittle improvement 
is yet made. 

EwingU F&rk, a branch of the Middle Fork of the Big 
Muddy river, in Franklin county. 

Exeter, a town site and post office on the Mauvaiseterre, 
in Morgan county, fourteen miles west of Jacksonville. 
It has a large flouring mill, two or three stores, and aboot 
fifteen families, and is surrounded with a large settle- 
ment. 
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EymairCs Settlement^ in St. Clair county, four miles 
southwest of BelleTille— a mixture of timber and prai- 
ri^. 

FAfitnBi.D, the seat of justice for Wayne county, is on 
the border of Hargrave's prairie, on section six, township 
two south, range eight east. It contains three stores, one 
tavern, a handsome brick court house, and about twenty- 
five families. Large quantities of castor oil are manufac- 
tured at a press located here, belonging to Messrs. Leech 
& Turney. 

Fairfield is a small but pleasant settlement in the 
northwestern part of Hancock county, in seven north, 
eight west. 

jPotr/Se^;^ a town site in Adams county, on section eleven, 
township one north, range eight west, and has 10 or 13 
families surrounded with a large settlement called Bear 
creek. 

Fair Mounts a pleasant sination in the Macoupin prai- 
rie, Greene county, sixteen miles a little west of south 
from Carrollton. 

Fall Creek is a small stream in Adams county, eight 
miles long, which enters the Mississippi a few miles be- 
low Quincy. 

Fancy Creek^ a small branch of the Sangamon river. 
It rises in the prairies, takes a westerly course, and enters 
the river below the junction of the North and South Forks. 
The country is level, and the population considerable. 

Fancy Farm, a post office in Franklin couuty, 9 miles 
east-southeast from Frankfort. 

Fanning^a C^'eek, a small branch of Apple creek, eight 
or ten miles long, in Morgan county, and has a dense 
population of about two hundred families. 

Farm Creek, a small stream in Tazewell county, that 
runs west and enters the Illinois river opposite Peoria. 
Its bottoms are rich, bluffs broken, with white oak timber, 
and occasionally cedar. It is a mill stream. 

Farmington, a town site and post office in the northeast 
corner of Fulton county, on the road from Canton to 
Knozville* Elegant, rich, and rolling prairie arouiid. 
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FayeUe^ a town site and poet office in Greede conDtjr, 
adjoining Macoupin coantj, on sections twelve and thir* 
teen, township ten north, ten west, and on the road from 
Alton to Jacksonville. It has two stores and several fa* 
milies. 

Fayttteville, a town site on the west side of the Kaskast 
kia river in tSt. Clair county, 16 miles southeast from 
Belleville, long known as Pulliam's ferry. It is on ele- 
vated ground and a good situation for a town site. 

Fever Biver, in Jo Daviess county, rises near the Platte 
Mounds in two branches, the East and West forks, runs 
a southwesterly course past Galena, and enters the Mis« 
sissippi seven miles south of that place. It is navigable 
at all times to Galena by steamboats of any size, and in 
high water, two miles above. For this distance it is deep 
and sluggish. 

The stream above Galena runs with a swift current 
over a rocky and gravelly bottom, is full of fine fish, and, 
like all the streams in this region, it is fed with peren* 
Dial springs. 

In the East Fork settlement, which is twelve miles east 
from Galena, the timber is scarce, but there is much ex* 
cellent prairie, and the lead mines are the best in Illinois. 
Population of farmers and miners about fifty families. 

On the West Fork or main creek is a considerable 8et*> 
tlement, and some good farms. The alluvion on the 
stream is fine, and a tolerable supply of timber. This 
settlement is eight miles in a direct course, and twelve 
miles the travelled way, northeast from Galena. 

Fever river has been incorrectly called Bean river 

i Riviere au Feve, Fr.) W^e have given its proper nam« 
rom two traditionary accounts. 

The first is, that in early times the Indians were car- 
ried ofif by a mortal sickness, supposed to be the anuJi 
pox. This circumstance gave rise to the name of another 
creek now called Small Fox, The other tradition, and 
the correct one is, that it derived iU name from a French 
trader by the name of Le Fevrtj who teUled near it« 
mouth. 
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Finch* 8 Settlement is on a branch of the South Fork of 
Spoon river, in the southwestern part of Knox county. 

Five Mile Grove is in the south part of Cook county, 
on the road from Hickory creek to Kankakee and Dan- 
ville. 

Flag Creeky a triflings stream in Cook county, that rises 
in the prairie between Du Page and Des Plaines, runs 
easterly, and enters Des Plaines below the road from 
Plainfield to Chicago. Tlie land on its borders rather 
wet. 

Flat Branch rises in Shelby county, runs northward, 
and empties into the South fork of Sangamon, in the 
northwest corner of the county. The country prairie 
and timber, and a settlement of, seventy or eighty fami- 
lies. The bed of the stream is rocky. 

FkU Frcurie, a well cultivated prairie and large settle- 
ment in Randolph county, twenty miles east of Kaskas- 
kia, settled chiefly by Reformed Presbyterians, or Cove*- 
nanters, who have a resident minister and a resp^table 
society. 

Flora, a post office in Edgar county, 8 miles east of 
Paris. 

Floria, a town site and settlement in Putnam county, 5 
miieff east of Hennepin — a delightful situation. 

Ford^s Ferry, in Gallatin county, on the Ohio, twenty 
miles below Shawneetown, and twenty-five miles south 
of Equality. It is on the great road from the southern 
parts of Kentucky and Tennessee to Illinois and Mis- 
souri. 

Forked Creek, a small creek in Will county, and branch 
of the Kankakee. 

A post office of the same name is on it. 

Forks of Sangamon is the name given to the settlement 
near the junction, and between the North and South forks 
of the Sangamon river. It is eight or ten miles south 
of Springfif^ld. The surface is rather wet, level, consi- 
derable prairie land, with large bodies of timber on both 
streams. Here is a large settlement, and a town has 
been laid off, called Boiive. 



,y Google 



203 A GAZSTTSKR 

Fork Prairie^ in Bond cotjtnty, between the forks of 
Shoal creek, and from two to eight miles north of Green** 
ville« It is gently undulating, and surrounded with set- 
tlements. 

Fork Settlement^ in Clinton county, between Shoal 
creek and the Kaskaskia river, twelve miles southwest- 
erly from Oarlyle. 

Forks of Spoon River, These are two principal branches 
that form the heads of this stream, and which for distii.c- 
tion I shall call the East and West forks. 

The East Fork rises in fifteen north, six east, runs 
south, through townships fourteen, thirteeo, and twelve, 
of the same range, where it turns west, and meets tha 
West fork, receiving in its course a nu giber of smaller 
streams. There is much excellent land on this fork and 
its branches; prairie predominates, but it is generally 
dry and rich, with groves and points of timber, and many 
fine springs. 

The Trest Fork, rises in the southeast part of Henry 
county, in township fourteen north, five east, runs 9 
southeasterly course, and unites with the East fork near 
the township line between four and five east. The coun- 
try adjoiuinfir is similar to that on the East fork, exoept 
that the surface is more undulating. The timber is good, 
and in considerable bodies. Near the junction of these 
streams is much excellent timber, with a strip of fertiU 
prairie between. Here is a considerable settlement, a 
grist and saw mill, and a post office. It is sometimes 
called Essex* 8 Settlement. 

Fort Chartres was a large stone fort, built by the French, 
while in possession of Illinois. It is situated half a mii« 
from the Mississippi, and three miles from Prairie du 
Rocher, in the northwestern part of Randolph county. 

It was originally built by the French in 1720, to defend 
themselves against the Spaniards, who were then taking 
possession of the country on the Mississippi. It was 
rebuilt in 1756. The circumstances, character, form and 
history of this fort are interesting, but I have not room 
in this place to give them. Once it was a most formida* 
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ble piece of rnasonry, the materials of which were brought 
three or four miles from the bluffs. It was orieinalljr 
an irregrular (quadrangle, the exterior sides of which were 
490 feet in circumference. Within the walls were the 
commandant's and commissary's houses, a magazine for 
stores, barracks, powder magazine, bake house, guard 
house and prison. 

This prodigious military work is now a heap of ruins. 
Many of the hewn stones have been remoTed by the people 
to Kaskaskia. A slough from the Mississippi approached 
and undermined the wall on one side in 1772. Orer the 
whole fort is a considerable growth of trees, and most of 
its walls and buildings have fallen down and lie in one 
promiscuous ruin. 

Fort Edwards is situated on the Mississippi in the 
southern part of Hancock county, fire miles below the 
foot of the Lower rapids, and directly opposite the mouth 
of the river Des Moines. This was a military post till 
within a few years past, situated on a high rocky bluff of 
•and stone, which does not show itself on the surface. 

The country back is well timbered for a short distance, 
is of good soil and is now partially settled. Native alum 
is said to be found m considerable quantities near this 
site. Opposite the water is deep, the current gentle, and 
affords a good landing. When the river is low this will 
be the place to which the produce of the interior will be 
brought. A town called Warsaw is near this place. 

Fort Massae, formerly a military post, situated on the 
Ohio river, on the dividing line of Johnson and Popecoun* 
ties, eight miles below Paducah at the month of the Ten- 
oessee. " A fort was erected here by the French when in 
possession of the western country. The Indians, then at 
war with them, laid a cjorious stratagem to take it. A 
Dumber of them appeared in the day time on the opposite 
side of the river, each of whom was covered with a bear 
skin and walked on all fours. Supposing them to be 
bears, a party of the French crossed the river in pursuit of 
tbem. The remainder of the troops kft tbetr quarters to 
see the sport« 
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" In the mean time a large body of warriors, who were 
concealed in the woods near by, came silently behind the 
fort, entered it without opposition, and very few of the 
French escaped the massacre. They afterwards built 
another fort on the same ground and called it Massac^ ia 
memory of this disastrous event."* 

In 1750 they abandoned the position. After the revo- 
lutionary war the Americans repaired or rebuilt it, and 
kept a garrison here for several years. The buildings 
are now destroyed. According to Ellicott, the latitude 
of Fort Massac is 37 degrees 15 minutes north. 

Foster's Settlement^ in the southeast corner of McDo- 
nough county, on the head of Sugar creek. 

Foster*s Settlement^ of sixty or seventy families, lies on 
Mounse^s creek, five miles south of Decatur. 

Fountain Creeks a small stream in Monroe count]^ It 
rises in New Design settlement, running first northeast, 
then northwest, and finally bending round to the south- 
west it enters the Mississippi river in section seven, three 
south, eleven west. It is also called Fagle^ and by the 
early French explorers, VMgle creek. 

Fountain Bluff, frequently called the << Big HilW in 
Jackson county. It is a singularly formed eminence, or 
rocky bluff on the Mississippi, six miles above the mouth 
of the Big Muddy river. It is of an oval shape, eight 
miles in circumference, and with an elevation of 300 feet. 
The western side is on the river, and the top is broken, 
full of sink boles, with shrubs and scattering timber. 
The north side is nearly perpendicular rock, but the south 
side is sloping, and ends in a fine rich tract of soil, cover- 
ed with farms. Cast is an extensive and low bottom with 
lakes and swamps. 

Fine springs of limpid water gush out from the foot of 
this bluff on all sides. 

North, and along the bank of the Mississippi, is dry 
and rich alluvion with aline of farms, known by the name 
of the "Settlement under the Bluff.^' 

• See Beck's Gazetteer, Art. Fort Massac; and Stoddard't 
Sketches of Louisiana. 
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Fountaindale, a floorishioff settlement in the forks of 
the Du Page, Cook coant7,Mirty miles west of Chicago. 
Here are perennial springs, beantifal timber, rich soil, 
extensive prairies, and good society of industrions and 
enterprising^ farmers. The Methodists and Presbyteriaas 
have congregations and constant preaching. 

Fountain Green, a town site and post office in Hancock 
county, on section twenty-eight, township six north, range 
^Ye west, ten miles northeast from Carthage. A flourish* 
ing settlement. 

Four Mile Prairie, in Perry county, adjoining Pinck- 
neyville, is seven miles long, and four miles wide. It is 
an elevated, dry, undulating, and fertile tract, with a 
dense settlement, and lies between the Big Beaucoup and 
Little Klra creeks. 

Fourteen Mile Prairie, in Effingham county, receives its 
rtame from its distance along the national road. It lies 
east of E wington, is generally level, but has some dry land 
and good points of timber. 

Fox lUver, one of the principal branches of the Illinois. 
It rises in the Wisconsin territory, passes through a 
series of small lakes about the boundary line, and enters 
the Illinois river at Ottawa. 

Its general course is south. At the boundary line its 
width is forty-five yards« 

Several bodies of fine timber line its banks, especially 
about the mouth o^ndian Creek and the Big Woods. At 
the rapids, five miles above its mouth, are most extensive 
water privileges. 

Here the river is from eighty to one hundred yards 
wide, with the bed and banks of coarse grained sand 
stone. The rapids are sixteen feet descent, and both 
sides of the river will admit of mills and machinery for 
three^fonrths of a mile, with inexhaustible supplies of 
water. 

The deficiency of timber near this spot is the only draw- 
back upon it; but inexhaustible bodies of coal are to be 
found but a few miles distant. ^ 

It furnishes a vast amount of water power, and can be 
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^siiy made miyigri>1e by dams and alaek water. From 
the town of Elgin near- the sooth part of McHenry eoonty, 
it is a deep sluggish stream^ eonneeted with a string of 
lakes, and is navigable within fifteen miles of Milwau- 
kee. Hence, with small expense, a navigable cemmant^ 
cation may be opened from Lake Miehigan by MHwaoket 
and Fox river. 

Fox River^ a tribntaiy of the Little Wabaeh, dividing 
the counties of Clay and Lawrence. It rises in Jasper 
county, runs south, and enters the Little Wabash near the 
line of Edwards county. The land along its coarse is 
about second <)Oality for ibiB portion of the state. 
^ Fox-Biver^ in the northeastern paK of White coonty* 
It is a bayou that puts out from the Big Wabash, runs a 
few miles, and again enters that river. The late Morris 
Birbeck, Esq., known as one of the English emigrants 
to Edwards county, and author of ^JLe/^erv^om/Zfe'iMw," 
was unfortunately drowned in attempting to swim this 
stream on horseback. 

Fox River post ofllce, is near Fox river in White county. 

Frahtra^^ small settlement between the forks of Spooa 
nver, and the borders of Henry connty, thirteen north, 
four east. 

Franklm Chove, in Ogle county, lies between Grand De- 
tour and Winnebago inlet with seven or eight tsmiiliee 
settled around it. 

FRANKroRT is the seat of justice for Franklin county, 
on section twenty, seven sonth, .three east of the third 
principal meridian. 

It is situated oa elevated ground, and has ive stores, 
two groceries,- one tavern, with a blacksmith, wagon^ 
maker, saddler, and tanyard, together with a horse mill, 
a distillery, and 150 inhabitants. 

Frankiin, a town site and post4>ffice in Morgan oount]r> 
thirteen miles southeast from Jacksonville. It has two 
stores, one grocery and twenty families. 

Ftaziet*9 Creek rises near the i>ase line, in Adams 
county, runs west, and falls Into the south prong of Bear 
creek. Along it ave fine ferms and a beautifol country. 
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• I!ru^9 SeUlemmt is on the boiders oC a handtome pnu* 
rie, in tUe southeastern part of St, Clair county, be* 
tween the two Mud creeks, eighteen miles from Belle* 
Tilie. 

Frendt Chme^ in Putnam county, sixteen north, seven 
east— a small grove settled around; -prairie dry and undo* 
latlng. 
French Crrave^ small settlement in the northwestern 

fiart of Peoria county, on the branches of Spoon river. 
t contains three or four sections, of excellent timber 
in groves, with abundance of rich, dry rolling prairie 
around it. 

French Seitltment, in the southeastern part of Lawrence 
county, ten miles from Lawreneeville, is a timbered tract, 
and rather broken. Of the population, which consists of 
sixty families, about one half are French. 

French Ftliage^ in St. Clair county, called formerly 
Little French Village, was formed by settlers from Ca- 
hokia about forCy years since. It lies on the bottom, 
near the^ bluffs, on theiroad from Belleville to St, Louis, 
and contains fifteen or twenty families. 

Friends Creek, a branch of the North fork of Sangamon, 
in Macon county, sixteen miles northeast from -Decatur. 
The land is good, and the settlement large. 

Funk^s Grove, a settlement in McLeaif county, twelve 
miles southwesl from Bloomington. The grove is round- 
iefa in form, contains about eight sqnare miles; and lies 
on the main branch of Sugar creek. It has an excellent 
soil, fine water, and is monopolised by a family connec- 
tion of the name of Funk, from Ohio, who raise large 
numbers of cattle. 

FtUfer*8 Creek, near the south border of Effingham 
county, enters the Little Wabash below Brockett*s set* 
tlement. There is a considerable quantity of good land 
on its banks, and a settlement of twelve or fifteen (ami* 
lies. 

Fuiton, a town^site at the mouth of the Ohio rvrer* 
where it is contemplated to erect a monument to the me- 
mory of Robert Fulton, whose Inventive powers io the 
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appl'dtion of steam to navigition is fast transform iRg 
tb4 immense regions of the valley of the Mississippi into 
the garden of the.world. 

Mercantile enterprise will undoubtedly yet triumpli 
over the obstructions of nature, and erect a spacious city 
at the month of the Ohio river. 

Gagme^ a sluggish stream that runs southwest into the 
Mississippi, and forms the boundary line between Ran- 
dolph and Jackson coonties. 

Galena is the seat of justice for Jo Daviess county, 
and the principal town in the lead mine country. It is 
pleasantly situated on Fever river, and on the fourth 
principal meridian* It has eighteen or twenty stores, a 
dozen groceries, four taverns and hotels, a printing office 
that pnblishes the ** GizzeUcy^ a weekly paper, four law- 
yers, three physicians, two schools, two preachers, a 
pipe and sheet lead manufactory, a flour and saw mill, 
a gunsmith, silversmith, saddler, tailor, several carpenters, 
blacksmiths, brick and stone masons, etc. 

There are about three hundred families and ten or 
twelve hundred inhabitants. Fever river is navigable 
for steamboats to the town. 

Gap Grove^ lies in Ogle county, to the north of the road 
from Dixonville to Buffaloe grove. Three sections of' 
timber. 

Garden Prairie^ between Richland and Rock creeks, in 
Sangamon county, is a level, rich, beautiful prairie, two 
miles wide, and six. or eight miles long, fourteen miles 
northwesterly from Springfield, and containsa population 
of one hundred and fifty families. 

Germany^ a settlement of Pennsylvania Germans, in 
Sangamon county, four miles northeast from Springfield, 
and near the mouth of Sugar creek. 

Geneva is a post office and town site in Morgan connty, 
about ten miles southwest from Jacksonville. 

George^a Creek heads in the interior of Johnson county, 
runs south, and enters the ponds between the Big Bay 
creek and Cash river. The land is tolerably rich, and 
the settlement contains tweuty*five or thirty families* 
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Creorgdoum^ a pott town and Tillage, contaloing abent 
twenty families and three stores, situated on the nortfac 
uide of the Little Vermilioo, in eighteen north, eleven 
west, in Vermilion eonnty, ten miles south of Danville. 
A fine country, and flourishing settlements around it. 

Crtorgttowni a town site in Sangamon county, twenty 
miles northeast from Springfield, between Lake fork and 
Salt creek, in section nineteen, eighteen north, two west. 

Gtorgetown, in the eastern part of Randolph county, 
contains one store, two groceries, a mill, and seven or 
eight families. The post office ir called '' SteeUi't Mill." 

OUettdf the former seat of justice of Calhoun county, 
is situated at the foot of the bluffs, three-fourths of a mile 
from the mouth of Salt Prairie slough, on section eight, 
eleven south, two west. 

It haa two stores, and a dozen families. 

Oilham^a Settlement is in Bond county, nine miles east 
ef north from GreenTille. 

The land is of inferior quality, consisting of both timbei 
and prairie. 

Giimort^B Settlement is on Crooked creek, in Clinton 
county, on the road to Shawneetown, twelve miles soutln 
east of Carlyle. 

G^*rar(4-a town site in the northeast part of Macoupin 
county, on the road from Alton to Spriagfield. 

GoLooif DA is situated on the soath side of Lusk's creek 
and north hank of the Ohio. It is the county seat of Pope, 
and has three stores, one grocery, two taverns, and about 
twenty dwelliag hoases, chiefly framed and brick. The 
courthouse is of brick, thirty-six feet square, two storiest 
with a neat cupola. - It ia situated on the fractional town* 
ship thirteen south, in range seven east of the third prin- 
cipal meridian. 

Gwee Creek enters the North fork of Sangamon, in 
Macon county, twenty-five miles northeast from Decatan 

Goehen is the oldest settlement in Madison county, 
along ttie bluffs, west aud so^ithwest of Ed wards ville. 

QrMe^e Setllemenl^ in Gallatin county, is aixteen miles 
west from Equality, on the road to Fraokfoit. 
18* 
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It is a large settlement, with censiderable tracts of good 
farming land; 

Graham^B Seitlemcnty in Alexander county, on the 
north side, twenty-five miles northwest from America. 
The upland is thin soil, but there is a rich bottom on a 
branch of Cash rirer, which runs through this settle- 
ment. 

Qrafion is a town recently laid off, two miles below 
the mouth of the Illinois, in Greene county. It is si- 
tuated on a strip of elevated land, under the bluSs, and 
on the banks of tbe Mississippi, and has a good land- 
ing. It is on fractional section fifteen, township eight 
north, in range twelve west from the third principal meri- 
dian. 

Several Islands in the Mississippi make this point the 
real junction of the Illinois and Mississippi rivers, as to 
navigation. 

The country a few miles back is rich, and becoming 
densely populated. 

Grafton is twenty-four miles from Carrollton, and ten 
miles from St. Charles, in Missouri, and must soon become 
a thoroughfare for travelling from the Sangamon country 
across the Mississippi to St. Charles, and the regions 
along the Missouri river. It has a post office, several 
stores and warehouses, 400 or 500 inhabitants, and pro« 
mises to be a place of considerable business. A charter 
for a rail road from this place through Carrollton to Spring- 
field has been obtained, the company organised and a por- 
tion of the stock taken. A chartered company are about 
to erect a splendid hotel, and a printing office is to be es- 
tablished here in a few weeks and a weekly paper issued. 

Grand Cote^ an eminence in a large prairie, in the eastern 
part of Randolph county. 

Grand Ddour^-h. singular bend in Rock river, in Ogle 
eouBty, five miles above Dixonville* Here a town of th« 
same name has been laid oflT, and by cutting a canal across 
the neck of the bend for a short distance, a valuable hy- 
draulic power will be gained. An enterprising company 
are engaged in the project. 
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Grand' Maraia^ ealled also dear Lake^ In SU Clair 
coanty in the bottoniy between the Fieocfa Village and 
Cahokia, 

Crrand Paase^ two lakes in the Illlnoifl bottom, at the 
southwest corner of Greene coanty, so called by the 
French explorers of liUnois, from the saceessive flocks 
of geese seen flying from the one to the other. They 
are connected with Apple creek by a stream called 
Fislting creek. 

Granger's Prairie is in the northwest part of Adams 
county, and is three miles long and from one and a half to 
mile wide. Very rich land. 

Ground Pointy a small stream and settlement in Wash- 
ington county, six miles northeast from New Nashville^ 
and containe about twenty families. The creek runs north 
and enters Crooked ceek* 

Grand Prairie^ Under this general name is embraced 
tlie prairie country lying i>etween the waters which fall 
into the Mississippi, and those which enter the Wabash 
rivers. It does no/ consist of one vast tract, boundless 
to the vision, and uninhabitable for want of timber; but 
}s made up of continuous tracts, with points of timber 
projecting inward, and long arms of prairie extending 
between the creeks and smaller streams. The southern 
points of the Grand prairie are formed in the northeastern 
parts of Jackson county, and extend in a northeaatem 
course between the streams of various widths, from one 
to ten or twelve miles, through Pcfny, Washington, Jef* 
ferson, Marion, the eastern part of Fayette, Effingham, 
through the western portion of Coles, into Champaign 
and Iroquois counties, where it becomes connected with 
the prairies that prqject eastward from tlte Illinois river 
and its tributaries. A large arm lie? in Marion county, 
between \he waters of Crooked creek and the East fork 
of the Kaskaskia river, where the Vincennes road passes 
through in it? longest direction. This is frequently called 
the Grand prairie. 

Much the largest part of the Grand prairie is gently 
undulating; but of the southern portion considerable tracts 
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aie^flftt^Hbciof Tktber iofarior soil. N» iimannoaota^le 
obMade eii^ts to its future population. No portion of it 
is more than six or ei|^bt miles distant from timber, and 
eottl in abondance is fouad in varioos parts. Those who 
have witnessed the changes prod need upon a prairie sur- 
face within twenty or thirty years, consider these extensiTe 
prairies as ofiering no serious impediment io^the future 
growth of the state. 

Grand Prairie^ in Crawford county. The tract o( prairie 
between the Bmharras and Wabash rivers, commen/ciuff 
in Crawford county, and running northward through Clark 
and Edgar into Vermilion county, is called Grand prai- 
rie^ by the citizens of those counties. It is not of great 
width, Interspersed with long points of timber on' the 
streams, and frequently throwing out arms, of prairie land 
between those streams. 

The prairie soil in this region is not equal in quality to 
Ihat further north and west. With the exception of the 
sand prairies along the Wabash, the soil is thinner, less 
andolating, and more inclined to be wet. 

Grand Tower^ a perpendicular sand rock rising from the 
bed of the Mississippi, near the Missouri side, and a short 
dtstanee above the mouth of Big Muddy river. The top 
is level, seventy or eighty feet high, and supports a stratum 
ef soil on which are found a few .stuntchd cedars and 
•fambs. Here are indications that a barrier of rock once 
extended across the Mississippi, and formed a grand 
cataract. The bed of the river, at a low stage of water 
^11 exhibits a chain of sunken rocks. The ** Devils Tea 
7\iMe," ** £aek Bone,^* etc. are names given by the boat* 
men of the Mississippi to the singularly formed, abrupt^ 
and romantic precipices that line the banks of that river in 
the vicinity of the Grand Tower. 

Grand Fkw, a village in the southweetem part of Edgar 
county, ten miles from Paris, and on the state road to 
Yaadalia. It is on, and surrounded by a beautiful, rollini^ 
rich prairie, near the head waters of Big creek. A post 
^' I is here. 
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Gnwfjr Creeks in Franklin codnty, a branch of Grab 
Orchard. Good land. 

Qraywille^ a town of fifteen or twenty fatmilies and a 
convenient landing on the Big Wabash, in the northeast 
corner of White county, and at the month of the Bon Pas 
creek. 

It has 3 stores, 1 grocery, 2 taverns, one steam taw and 
prrist nnill and 100 inhabitants. Ezportoiibont |[100,009; 
imports, {||30,000 per annum. 

This ia a convenient place of deposit for £^<iwardfl 
county. 

Oregory^t Settlement^ in Clinton cMinty, fifteen miles 
northwest of Carlyle. 

Qreen Plains^ a post oflSoe and settlement, in Hancock 
county 8 miles southeast of Warsaw. 

Greenfield^ a town site near Lick creek, in Sangamon 
county, fifteen miles southwesterly fVom Springfield on 
sections three and ten, fourteen north, seven west, Mere- 
dith's mills are in the vicinity. 

Greenfield^ a town site in Green county, in String 
prairie, lO^miles east from Carrollton. It has two stores, ' 
a carding machine and a dosen families. 

Greenfield^ a town site in Putnam county, near the 
head of the Bureau timber, on section twenty -four, eighteen 
north, ten east. It has half a dozen houses. 

Greenup^ a town site and post office, on the Naiional 
Road east of the Embarras, in Coles county. It has 
2 stores, 3 saw and one grist mill and about 30 familiea* 

Greenville, the seat of justice for Bond county, is a 
pleasant village on the East fork of Shoal creek, on sec- 
tion ten, township five norths in range three west of the 
third principal meridian. 

It has 4 stores, 3 taverns, 3 physicians, 1 lawyer, va- 
rious mechanics, and 800 inhabitants. The court house 
is a two story frame building, unfinished. , 

GreenU Settlement^ in Bond county, seven miles south- 
west from Greenville. The country around is proportioned 
into timber and prairie. 

Green River has its rise in the Winnebago and other 
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H^aoips iQ Ogb and Henry ■eoQDtles, rana a west course 
through Henry coaiity, and enters ReckrWer ki township 
Beventeen north, one weet. It is a deep ela^sh stream 
well adapted to navigation and below the awamps has 
nuich fine land both timber and prairie. 

Griggsvilky a town site and post office in Pike coooly^ 
eight miles northeast from Pittsfield, onsectioas Afteenand 
tweBty*>two9 four south, three west. It is four miles west 
of Phillip's ferry on the Illinois river, on high ground, and 
on the border of a large, undulating prairie, ai^ surround- 
ed with good settlements. 

GtimUtme Fork^ a branch of Crooked creek, 4q the soath 
part of McDonough county. 

€rri9moltr8 Fast Office it in Lock wood's settlement, 
Hamilton county, twenty miles north of Equality. 

Gro» P&ifU is a proaiontory that puts into Lake Michi- 
gan^ twelve miles above Chicago. It is twenty feet higii^ 
projects two hoodred yards ioto the lak0, rich, timbered 
land, and settled arouod« 

^ Chravdmd^ a poet office and town site, i n Taze wel 1 cob n- 
ty, on section twenty-seven, towosliip twenty-five north* 
range five west, and on the road from Springfield to Pe- 
oria. 

^ GviLFOED, the new eoun^ seat of Calhoun county, it 
situated on the west side of the Illinois river, in fractional 
Uwnship eleven south, two west, one mile below and op- 
posite the mouth of the Macoupin. It has been recently 
laid off and is ^said to be weU situated jfbr business pur* 
poees. 

A company haa been chartered to cut a canal from ih% 
Mississippi near Gilead, the former seat of justice, to the 
Illinois river at Guilford. The distance doee not exceed 
three miles, and by tnnnding a short distance under the 
bluff, it is said the work can be ~necompiished, and m 
steamboat canal coustroeted at comparatively small ex> 
pense. This communication would save fifty mike navi- 
gation from the Illinois river to the Upper Mississippi, 
and, as the latter is elevated consideraUy above the 
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formir, create an miinen«e water power, wliieli is the ob^ 
ject of the company. 

Oum*3 Fert. S^ Hmderson^a Settlement^ Knox coonty. 

Gtm Prairie, in lefferson county, six miles south t)f 
Mount Vernon, two m^Ae^ long, and one mile wide. The 
land is good, and th^ settlement contarne twenty families. 

Hadity^e Creek rises in the north part of Pike county, in 
four south, three west, and enters the Snycertee slough, 
l^e land is undulating bat good. 

Hadley, a post offi^ and settlement, in Will county*, 
eight miles northeast of Juliett, and on the road to Chi- 
cago. 

Hambitrgy a landing on the MississtpiH, in Calhoun 
county, and the residence of John Shaw, Esq., ten miles 
northwest of Gilead. The landing is said to be good, 
and the bank high. Here is a post office of the same 
name. 

HammeVs Settlement, in Coles county, on the east side 
of the Embarras, twenty-two miles north of Charleston. 
The land is good, generally rolling, and the settlement 
bas 4welTe or fifteen families. 

Hancock Prairie commences above Bear creek, in A^ 
amtt county. Thi« is an extensive tract of rich prairie, 
tolerably level, which runs through Hancock county, 
asters Warren, and stretches between Henderson and 
8f>oon rivers indefinitely north. Its width is varitms, being 
from ten to twenty miles. 

A principal road to Rock river and northward passes 
through this prairie. 

Hanover, a town site in T^izeweH county, on sections 
•eveateeU and twenty, township twenty-seven north, 
range two west, and on the road from Springfield, viii 
Tremont, to Ottawa. A steam mill* and severalhutklings 
are in process of erection. A charter has been obtained 
for a college, which is contemplated to be brought into 
operation by the fiaptist Reformers. 

&rden''8 Settlement, in the eoutheaat part of Haneoek 
county, on the head and along the North fork of Beair 
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ereek. The land is ezoeUeRt and well watwedy with a 
tolerable supply of good timber. 

Harffr€we*^8 PrairU^ m Wayne county, adjoining Ftir- 
field. it is about seven miles long and two wide: rolling, 
and thin soil. . Population about one hundred families. 

ffarkness's Settlement is on the west aide of Peoria coan- 
ty, adjoining Fulton, twelve miles west from Peoria. 

Harris's Creek rises in the bluffs of the Ohio river, in 
Gallatin county, runs a north course, and enters Saline 
creek, fifteen miles, below Equality* Much of the land 
on its borders is rough and br<^en, interspersed with tracts 
of good soil. 

HarrieonmUe^ the former seat of justice of Monroe coun- 
ty, situated on the east bank of the Mississippi, and nearly 
opposite Herculaneum. It is a place of very little account, 
having not more than half a dozen families. 

Havanna^ a town site and landing on the Illinois river, 
directly opposite the mouth of Spoon river. 

It^as an eligible situation on a high sand ridge, fifty 
leet above the highest floods of the river. It is on section 
one, township twenty-one north, in range nine west of the 
third principal meridian. 

Havanna is well situated to receive the produce and 
direct the trade of a pretty extensive country on both 
sides of the Illinois river, and is on the great thoroughfare 
from Indiana, by Danville and Bloomington to the conn* 
ties that lie to the west and north. 

Haw Creek is a branch of Spoon riv«r, twenty miles 
long, that rises in the middle part of Knox county, runs 
east, and enters Spoon river. 

The country on its borders is first rate for settlemeota, 
which are forming fast. 

It has some good mill seats. 

Hawkiru Frairie, in Greene connty, on the south side 
of the Macoupin, and nine miles east of south from Car- 
tollton. 

HazePe Settlement is in Pope county, on the road to Vi- 
enna. 

Head of Apple Creek is an extensive settlement in the 
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Jacksonville. . ' 

It is afertiie tract, tolerably level, and has about three 
liQndhred families. 

Head of Apple River ts a settlement in Jo Datiese 
oounty, eoatheaet of Galena. 

Head of lUMand is a ^m settlem^t of fifty or siz^ 
Amities In. ^Saogamonoounty, seventeen noith, seven 
west, on Richland creek, fourteen miles northwest from 
Sprtnjjrfield. 

The land is high, dry, undirtating and rich. 

Here is an excellent fionring mul by ox power, and a 
cardiDg maehine and clothtet^s works, for dressing cloth. 

Head of Siher Creeks a settlement In the northeastern 
part of Madiaon eonnty, snrronnded wi^ large prairies. 

Head of Wood River ^ a settlement in the sonth part of 
Macoupin county. It Is a good tract of land, and the set- 
tlement is considerable. 

I Henderson Bii>er rises in Knox ooun^, takes a soath- 
WBStem coarse through Warren, .and after receiving 
•ereral branches, -enters the Mississippi In len north, fire 
west, through a low tmd inundated bottom. 

It is a beautifol stream, 'furniahes some good mtH seats, 
and has a fine body of timber on its i>ftnks. The country 
on Henderson is considered one of the finest bodies of 
land in Illinofs. 

Its principal branches are South fofk, and Cedar fbi<k. 
The timber is oaks of rarious speeiesv hickory, walnut, 
ttth, elm, sucar maple, linden, etc. 

SotMi Fork of Henderson river rises in ien ^orth, &tp 
'W<eat,Tuas through an excellent body of land and fine set- 
tlements in Warren county. The heads of all the streama 
fn this part of the state are in rieh and d<ry land. 

Hmdermm Skiiiement lies in Knox county, on Headed 
«on river, ten miles north of west from Knexvillo. HeH» 
is a large body of rich timbered land, snrrounded v^itk 
dry, ferule, first rate prairies. The settlement is som^ 
times called Gum^ fort. 

HtndereofCe Creek^ in Greene county, a small stream 
19 
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tbat rites near Um line of Morgan ooctn^y rans a aoiith 
eoarse, and empties into Apple creek. 

HsNiiBPiN, the seat of justice for Putnam coootj, is 
situated in the great bend, and on the east bank of the 
Illinois Tiver, and the border of De Pro pvairie, on sec- 
tion nine, township thirty-two north, in range two weal 
^ the third prineipal meridian. Its sitoation is elevated, 
the sarface gently aseepding from the rirer, with an ex- 
tensive body of rich land adjacent. 

The bottom opposite is about one mile and a half wide, 
and overflowed in higrh wat^. 

This town was laid off in 1831, and contains ten stores, 
4 ^oceries, 3 taverns, 3 lawyers, 4 physicians, PresbT- 
terian and Methodist congregations, court house and jail, 
a good school, and 475 inhabitants. Steamboats asGend 
to this place at.a moderate stage of water. 

HerrorCa FrairU is in the southwestern part of Franklin 
county. 

MerringUm'a Prmrie^ eleven miles northwest from 
Fairfield, in Wayne county, is eight miles ]ong» from 
two to four miles wide, surface rolling, soil second ratei 
and has a settlement of fifty families. 

Mekory Creeky in Cdes county, rises in the Grand 
piairie, runs southeast, and enters the ESmbarras five 
miles below Charleston* It is a good mill stream, and 
the land through which it passes is undulating and rich; 
the settlements contain 130 families. 

Mekory Creek rises in Cook county, runs a westerly 
course, and enters the Des Plaines nearly opposite Mount 
Joliet. On its banks are large bodies of excellent tim- 
Jber, intermixed with good prairie land. The settlements 
are extensive. 

Hiekonf Creek^ a small stream in Fayette county. It 
lises about nine miles east of Yandalia in ihe prairies, 
runs southwest, and entera the Kaskaskia Ave miles be- 
low Yandalia. The soil is thin, timber post and other 
species, of oak. 

Hiekory Creek Poet Offict, is in Fayette eountyt in the 
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east from Vaodalia, and on the road to Salem. 

mekory Qrove^ in Champaign oonnty, on the north 
braneh of salt fork, and 13 miles east of Urbanna. The 
timber is from half a mile to one and a half miles widSi 
and the soil and prairie ronnd first rate. 

Hidmry Qnwe^ a post (^ce, and large settlement, oa 
the borders of Shoal creek prairie, in Bond countj, nine 
miles south of west from Greenville. The prairie is largv 
ondnlatinsr, and rich. The timber adjoining is excellent 
and abundant. The settlement contains seventy or eighty 
families and a store. Many European Germans are set- 
tling in the prairie. 

Hiekmty Grwe^ a settlement near a point of timber in 
the Macoopin praine, Greene county, twelve miles south 
of CarxoUton, and on the road to Alton. The settlement 
is spreading over a fine, rich, prairie, moderately undu- 
lating. 

l&deory Crtove^ in McDonou^ Conner in seven north, 
iwo west, is a small and beautiful tract of timber, on the 
head of Oamp. fork. This is sometimes called WakiiU 
grove* The prairie around it is undulating and rich« 

Biekory Hill Settlement^ in Wayne county, eighteen 
miles west from Fairfield, and on the west side of the 
Skillet fork. It is a mixture of timber and prairie, soil 
seeond quaility,and population about fifty families. 

MggmsU Creek, a amall stream in Favette county, that 
enters the Kaskaskia from the West, three miles above 
Vandalia. 

ERggine^e Settlement^ in Crawford county, is ^^% milea 
•ooth of Palestine. 

Hifghland, a town site in the Looking-Glass prairie^ 
Madison county, 16 miles southeast from Edwardsville. 

An extensive settlement of Germans is in- its vicinity. 

Highland post office and settlement is in Pike county 
between Pittsfield and Atlas. 

High Prairie^ a beautiful prairie and fine setUement in 
St. Clair county, eight miles south of Belleville. 

Highemith'e Settlmentf in Crawford county, ten miles 
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toiitk of P«l09U»e. Hate are OMtidenUe bftrrooti th» 
timber is oak, hiekorj, eto.| the aoil a medkim qaalkj^ 
the populatioa twenty or twenty-fi?e familie«4 

HiLt.8B0B0% the seat of i^tioe for Moat|oniery coiuHj^ 
18 situated twenty-eight miles uorthweat ffonr Vandalia. 
It has six stores, two taTciriis, three blacksmiths, thtee 
^arpeoters, one-oahinet maker, twa physieiaiis, two tan- 
neries, one shoemaker, two tailors, ono ttoner, a pott 
ofilee, 70 &miliee) and about 350 inhabitants. 

It is sitoated ui a& eleVatid region, near middle fovk of 
Shpai creek. , . 

The Presbytedaa soetetjr in ttofl place has bink a neat 
brick edifice, in the modem style, for a honae of worship* 

Hillsboro^ is a healthy and flourishiaf town. The 
principal road from Yandalta U^ Springfiela« and aaother 
irom Shelby yyie to Alton^ pass throngh this place. 

MtesvUle^ a towa ttta and post ^oe on the edst border 
of Coles connty, 12 miles from Charleston. 

.IBitleU Grfove^in Tazelwell county, lies between Ihtle 
Mackinau and Sfugar creeks It is lour milea long and 4wt 
miles wide, and sur&ce le?^l; thd adjoining prairie iii»- 
dulating, 

. Ihdge'9 Creeki in jGreene connty, rises in Pratt's prai- 
lie, runs southwesterly, and eliters. Grand Passe* It is 
^so called Uwrieqne, 

Hodge^a Forki a l»ranch of the Maooupin^ from the north 
side, which unites with the main stream twelve miles 
east from Carrollton, and near the line of Greene ceunty» 
Towards its head it is called Otter creek. See Norih 
fmh oftht Maeoitfin. 

Hog Prairie is in Hamilton county, a few miles west 
of .MoLeanAboro'. It is about two miles in diameter, 
lereH and. rather wet. 

itokkrmdnU Grove^ in La Salle county, Is eixt^n miles 
oortheast from Ottawa, containing about 500 acres of 
timber, and a settlement of several families. Here is a 
town site -and poet office called Lisbon. 

HoUantPa Gtott^ a settleiaent on Farm creek, in TaM- 
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well ooaaty. The timber fiuid prairie are fifsl rate. It 
adjoins Peoria lake. 

HoUand*9 Grove post oflm n in the town of Jfashmg' 
tonf which see. 

Mmep Greek i» a stream that rises in the prairies of 
Warirea county, mns west twenty miles, giving name to 
a low bottom, and enters the Mississippi, below Ellison. 

Jhrae Creek rises near the centre of Monroe county, 
rans a southeasterly course into Randolph county, and 
enters the Kaskaskia river, in five sonth, eight west;. 
several settlements lie along this creek where there is 
good timber and prairie land, 

Mgree Creek^ in Sangamon county, rises in the prairies 
towards the head of Macoupin, and- enters the So«ith fork 
of Sangamon about section twenty, fifteen north, four 
west. 

AfM Prairie, in Randolph county, on Horse creek, a' 
rich undulating tract, and contains forty or fifty families. 

Horse Shoe Lake^ in Alexander county, eight or ten 
miles long, and from half a mile to one mile wide. Its 
name indicates its form^ and its outlet is into"Cash rirer. 

Hone Shoe Prairie^ is in the Virgrinia settlement, Mc 
Henry county, 7 miles west of Fox river. 

Bblujarcrt Settlement^ in Pope County, on JBig creek, 
fifteen miles northeast from Golconda, comprises excel- 
lent land, and about seventy or eighty families^ 

Howar<Pe Settlement^ in Madison county, on the borders 
of the Looking Glabs prairie, thirteen miles southeasterly 
from £dwardsville. 

Howard^ 8 Settlement^ near Pdatoe creek, in Fulton 
eounty, twelve miles south of west from Lewistown. 
The soil is good, of the description called bavrens. 

Hoxey^e Settlement^ in Madison county, on the West 
fork of Silver cieek^ nine miles northeast from Edwards- 
ville. The prairie is undulating snd rich. 

Hudeon^ a settlement of New England people in Mo 
Lean eounty, tea. miles north of Bloomington, south aide 
and in the bend of Mackinau river. 
19» 
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' EuUmikU Ottok \w%vmuXL straaiii in ^ttwibiil oooft^y 
that flows into the Wabash. 

Hniwnmtie^ a small town and pont^offioe^ on Hutsdn's 
creek, nine miles north of Palestine, in Craw^d oo«ntj. 

HatyU Settlement^ on the. west side of the Grand prai- 
ne, in OlintoB eoant]^ three miles east of Carlyte^ K 
mk traet of prairie, bordered with beayy timber. 

HughU Settlehienij in Alexander cenniy, on the. west 
tide of Cash hver, seventeen miles north from Ameiiea. 
Mill ereek, a branch ef Cash riTor, rans thron^h it. 

The bottom and the aj^land are both good, and the set- 
tlement has forty or fifty families. 

J^fbnm, a town sito in Sangamon conn^ on die sooth 
side of th^ Sangamon river, about thirty miles nofth north- 
east from Springfield, on the road to Fulton connr^. 

It is a good situation for a town, and where the 6eard»- 
town canal is prcjectod to unite with the Sangamon river. 
It was formerly criled Miller*e ferry. 

Burrietme Settlement^ in the eastern part of Montgo- 
mery, and western part of Fayette counties; It extends 
along the timber of Hamoaae fork, has a rolling surlaeet 
whidi is bfokea near^e creek; the timber is post oak, and 
the soil rather thin. 

Hwrrkane^ an extensive settlement along the creek of 
that name and on the eastern side of Bond eonnty. The 
prairie is rather wet, the timber eXfCeUetft, and In large 
bodies. 

Hwrriione Poet Clfiee is in Hnrricanft settlement, Mont- 
gomery county, on the road from Vaodalia to Hillsboro', 
and ei|tiidistant from these pkees. 
. Hurrietmi Ihrt, a branch of the Kaskaskia riter, risee 
near the line ef Montgonury and Shelby counties^ rans 
south near the western Une of Fayette county, and enters 
the Kaskaskia on the right side, twelve mtlea below Van* 
dalia. The banks, of this stream are well timbered, and 
the low bottoms occasionally inundated. 

Huiekena*8 Creeks a branch of Clear creek, in Union 
county, ten miles from Jooesbero*. 

Hutehene'e Settlement^ in Perry countjr, five miles north 
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of Pmdmey vilk. Tkm mrfoce is undiiMfig, th« BcXi of a 
middttng qctalily^ and the settlemtot Bttiall. 

lUmoiB Prairie^ formerly called JVolf prairie^ com- 
roences near the month of the Illinois riTor, in Calhoun 
cooHty, and extends twenty miles along the foot of thi& 
blaffs, adjoining the alluvion of the Illinois. Its aterage 
width is one mile and a half, the soil is good and thirty 
lamiliee are settied here. 

lUmtM lUver^ a beaatifnl stream^ of water that passes 
diagonally throogh the state, and*enters the Mississippi 
twenty miies above the mouth of the Missouri. . 

It cornmeUees under its proper name at the janetion of 
^e Kankakee and Des Plaines. From thence it runs 
nearly a west coarse, (reoeiving Fox river at Ottawa, and 
Vermilion near the foot of the rapids,) ito Heoticpin, in 
township thirty-three north, and in range two west of the 
third principal meridian. Here it curves to the south, 
and then to the southwest, receiving a number of tributa* 
nes, the largest of which are Spoon and Sangamon rivers, 
till it reaches Naples. Here it benda gradually to the 
sooth, and continues that course till within six miles of 
the Mississippi, when it curves to the southeast, and 
finally nearly to an east course. Its length, (without 
leckoning the windings of the channel in navigation,) is 
about 360 miles. It is navigable at a moderate stage of 
water to the foot of the rapids, 210 miles; and to Ottawa, 
nine miles further, in high water, for steamboats. 

In going- up the river at ti low stage of water the fol- 
lowing I»r8 and impediments to the navigation exist: 
• 1. French bar, gravel, twenty miles above -the month, 
near Smith's ferry— three feet deep at low water. 

3. A bar fourteen miles further up-— diannel close <o an 
island— two and a half feet at low stage. 

3. At Hodge*s warehouse, seven miles above the mouth 
of Apple creek, there is difficulty in getting a point, but 
no bar. 

4. Six miles below Naples is a centre bar— channel 
near the side of the river. 
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5. At Meredotiiftt is a narrofir ehasnel on the opposite 
side, but no getting to the lanUiug at very low water. 

6. Three fourths of a mile below Beardstown is a bar, 
exic»oding» like a wing dam,' nearly across the rivBr, 
excepting a narrow passage near the west shore. Aay 
boat that can pass this bar will reach the port of the 
rapids. 

From this imperfect sketch of the obstructions to the 
BSTtgation of this river at low water, it will be seen that 
with the com paratively trifling expense of 100,000 dol- 
lars, which the4egislatare has provided, the navigation of> 
the Illinois may be made good at all stages of water. 

At high floods this river overflows its 'banks and covers 
its bottoms for a considerable extent. The Mississippi, 
at extreme high water, backs up the Illinois about seventy 
miles to the mouth of the Mauvaiseterre. 

Besides several villages and commercial towns, which* 
are springing up on tl^ banks of the Illinois, there are 
many landings for goods, and deposits for produce^ where 
temporary warehouses have been erected. 

The commerce of this river now is extensive, and in- 
creasing with a rapidity, known only in the rich, agrical- 
lural regions of the western states. Several steamboats 
are constantly employed in its trade^ and many others 
make occasional trips. About thirty-five diJerent boats 
passed and landed at Beardstown in 1836, making the 
arrivals and departures 450. 

The following account of arrivals of steamboats at Na- 
ples, from 1828 to 1831, will show the increase during 
those years. 

1838, the first year of steamboat - 

navigation 9 arrivals 

1839 ........ 3 " 

1830 24 " 

1831 ........ 186 •• 

1832, from March 4, to June 19, 108 arrivals by «. 
oiaeteen dilSerent boats. 
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MHnoU Ihum^ a small village of a dtmMn fomilie«, in 
St. OUtr eonnty, on Cahokia ereek, c^posite St. Louis. 

JJliopolisj a town site, laid off on a magnificent scale ia 
SMgamon county , tweaty-two miles east of Sprioflie4d, 
oa ibe road to Deeattr. It is a kaadsoiifte eleyated site 
in the praiiie. 

IndUai Crteki^ branch of Fox riirerfrom the. northwest. 
It enters the main stream teln miles above Ottawa, ami 
Awe Biifes nboire the rapids* 

Large bodies o€ fine^mber He on tbis sti^am; the snr- 
iM^of the eeantry is undnlating, and'the aoil good. 

On the 20th of May, 1832, fifteen persons belonging 
to the iSimilies of Messrs. Hall, Da^^iess, and Pettigrew 
were barbarously massacred by ^e Indians hear this 
creek* Two young ladies;^ Misses Halls, were taken 
prisoners, and afterwards redeemed, and two young lads . 
made their escape. 

The bodies ot men, women; and children were shocks* 
ingly mutili^ed, the bouses of the settleA burned, tlieir 
furniture destroyed, and their cattle killed— ^11 in day 
light, and within twenty miles of a large force of the 
militia! This was done by the Indians under the infa- 
moas'Blaek Hawk/ A portion of that band were exter- 
minated ^luring the same season by the combined forces of 
United States troops and Illinois militia, and the remain^ 
der dispersed orer the pratdeswest of the Mississippi. 

Settlements are now rapidly forming on Indian creek 
and Fox nrer, and much excellent country remains to be 
possessed in that quarter. 

Indian Creeks a stream in Morgan county, near the 
borders of Sangamon, runs a westerly course, passes 
through a string of Lakes in the Illinois bottom, until its 
waters mingle with the IlUnois,^ near the corner of th6 
base line and the fourth principal meridian. 

It passes through a beautiful and fertile country, di*>' 
versified with tiaiber and prairie. 

nQ|e French explorers called it La BaUance, 

Indian Creeks in Lawrence county, rises in the prairies 
wast, runs souiheMty and enters Uie Embarraa ftle miles 
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below^ Lawreneerille. It. has maoh good land In its 
yioinity, both timber and prairie, and a settteoient of 150 
families, 

Indian Creeks a small stream in Madison connty, be- 
tween EdwardsTille and Ahon, Ihat entws Gabokia 
creek, 

Indian Creek^ a small stream and post offiee in Gallatia 
county U miles northwest from Equality. 

Indian Creek a branch of the Des Plaines, rises in Mo 
Henry coanty, rune southeasterly, and enters the Bes 
Plaines in Cook county. The land along its course very 
excellent. 

Vidian CreeA;, a small stream that rises in the east part of 
Sfangamon county, and enters the Sangamon rirer above 
Salt ereek. The4imber adjoining is excellent, and the 
prairie is undulating and rich. 

Indian Creek a small stream in the northern part of Bond 
county. It runs west and eaters Shoal creek. 

Indian Creek a name of one ef the forks of Spoon 
river. It rises in Henry county, runs across the north* 
east corner of Knox, and enters Spoon river in twelve 
north, six east. 

. Indian Creek^ in Coles county, and a branch^f the£m- 
barras. It rises in the Grand prairie, runs southeast, and 
' enters the principal stream eight miles below Chaiieston. 
The land is good, both timber and prairie, and the popu- 
lation forty or fifty families. 

Lfidian Prairie^ ia Wayne county lies ten miles north* 
westerly from Fairfield; surface level, soil of an inferior 

?|uality, with a scattering settlement of fifteen or twenty 
amilies. 

Inkt 6rro0e, in Ogle county, lies on the road from Dixon* 
ville to Chicago, 16 miles from the former place. The 
inlet is a stream that rises near the heads of the south 
fork ef the Kishwaukee, runs a southwestern course for 
50 miles, part of that distance through swamps, Jintil it 
. is lost in the Winnebago swamp. H^ 

Irish Grove, in Sangamon county, on the road.Ttom 
Springfield to Peoria, eighteen miles from the fcmner 
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plac«. It b two miles from Salt croek, and is tfarae niles 
long and one mile and a half wide, and contains a settle* 
ment of aboat fifty families. The land is good, and the 
tlnnber is chiefly oak of various kinds. 

Irish Settlement in Randolph coanty, six miles northeast 
of Kaskaskia, on Flam Creek. 

Irish Settlement^ on the Ohio river, in Pope coanty, aboat 
fifteen miles above Golconda, is on a rich allavial soil, and 
contains about one hundred families. 

IraqumM^ a town site and post ofike, on the sooth side 
of the Iroquois river, in Iroquois coanty, in twenty -seven 
Aorth, eleven west. It has 3 stores, 3 groceries, 1 tavern 
and twenty families. Montgomery joins it. 

Iroquois {Bitnere dee Iroqtudsy Fr.) a considerable river 
which rises in the northwestern part of Indiana, and taking 
a northwest course, fiows into the Kankakee river, and 
thus forms one of the heads of the Illinois. It received 
its name from the circumstance of a large party of the 
Iroouois ludians being surprised and massacred on its 
bauKs bv the Illinois nation.* The Kickapoos called it 
M)edbeua. Others have called it Canawaga. It is pro^ 
bably the same stream that the Commissioners for settling 
the boundary between Illinois and Indiana called Fiekth 
ndnek. It crosses the boundary line in township twenty- 
seven north, where its width is 175 links. The country 
through wjiieh it passes will soon be covered with settle- 
ments, the surface being fine and undulating, the soil rather 
inclined to sand, dr^ and rich, and the timber abandant. 
Sugar creek is a prmcipal branch. 

Iroquois Ciiy^ a town site laid out in Iroquois coanty, oft 
section twenty-five, township twenty-seven north, range 
twelve west; but contains no houses. 

/rmVtf Settlement lies in the western -part of Hamilton 
county. The surface is undulating, the soil second rate* 
and timbered. 

Island Grove^ a lar^ body of excellent. timber, sur- 
rounded with rich prairie, in ' Sangamon coanty, sixteen 

* Chaiievoix, 
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miles west of S^njffield, and on tke toad i» Jaokson* 
▼flie. 

Ishnd Grove; a body of timber near tbe west side of 
Montgomery county, containing about 600 acres. 

Jiaekson's (Srove,- a post office in Fulton connty, on the 
road from Lewistown to Canton eqnidistant from the two 
places. Here is a considerable tract of barrens. 

Jack9&n Grove^ m Will eonnty, six' milss south of 
Juliet. 

Jacxsontills Is one of the largest inland towns in the 
state, and the seat of jastice foT AiorgMi county. It is 
sitnated on eterated ground ^ in the midst of a most de- 
lightful prairie, on sections twenty and twentyione, town- 
ship fifteen north, In range ten west of the third principal 
SMitdian. 

The plat of this town was laid off in 1895, bat its rapid 
growth did not e^ommenee in three or four years. 

Few towns exhibit a finer prospect than does Jackson- 
ville, from whatever side the trareller approaches. The 
surroundinff'prairie coirntry, now in a state of cultivation 
is beautifully tindnlating, and uncommonly rich. The 
limber in eight is either in groves, or spread along the 
waters of the Manvaiseterre and Sandy. 

Jaoksonville bas 16 stores, 6 groceries, t druggist's 
shops 8 taverns or hotels,' several respectaliie boarding 
bouses, 1 bi^er, 3 saddlers, 3 hatters, 1 silversmith, 1 
watehmakev, 3 tinners, 3 cabinet makers, 1 machinist, 1 
house and sigii painter, 6 tailors, S cord wainers, 4 black- 
smiths, 3 chair makers, 1 coaoh maker^ 1 wagon jpatdcer, 
1 wheelwright, 11 lawyers and 10 physicians. 

it has 1 steam flour and 1 saw mill, a manufactory for 
cotton yam, a distillery, '8 oil mills,- two'earding factories 
a tannery, and 3 brick yards, with a proportion o( various 
nMohanics in thebnilding line, and other trades. 

The public buildings are, a spacious court hoase, of 
brick, a neat framed buHdinr for the Presbyterian house 
of worship, a large brick bnildtng for the Methodistsoeiety, 
and a handsome edifice, also of brick, for the Episcopalian 
denomination, another of wood for Congregationalists, a 
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lycemn, a mechanics' associatioo^ a male and a female 
academy, a brick market house, and a county jail. The 
college edifices are one mile west from the town. 

There are Iwo printing offices that publish weekly pa- 
pers, the " Patriot^^^ and the " Neuxa^^^ and also a book 
and job printing office, with a book bindery attached, and 
a monthly religious periodical. 

The present population of Jacksonville is about 2,500; 
exclusive of the college students. 

Situated near the centre of the county, and in the midst 
of one of the finest tracts of laud, densely populated with 
industrious and enterprising farmers, with the adyantases 
of good water, health, and good society, Jacksonville 
must continue to prosper, and doubtless will attract many 
emigrants who are seeking an agreeable home in the *'far 
west." 

The railroads projected and now working from this 
place to the Illinois river, have been noticed under the 
bead of " Internal Improvements." 

Jacksonmlle, a settlement in St. Clair county, on the 
bluffs, eight miles northwest from Belleville. 

Jarvis's Settlement is near the head of Ellison, in War- 
ren county. Here are about two townships of valuable 
timber, surrounded with immense tracts of fertile prairie. 

Jertey Prairie is a beautiful and rich prairie, in Morgan 
county, ten miles northerly from Jacksonville. 

The land is rich, timber adjoining excellent, the people 
moral and industrious, the settlement extensive and popu- 
lous, and decidedly healthy. 

Jerseyville, a town site and post office in Greene county, 
fourteen miles south of Carrollton; a beautiful situation 
In the prairie, containing twenty or twenty-five fomilies. 

Job*a Creek is a small stream in part of Cass county, 
runs north, and passes through several small lakes into 
Sangamon river. 

jSf^s Settlement, called also New Hope, in the northwest 

part of McDonough county, in townships six and seven 

north, range four west. The timbered land in the several 

forks of Crooked creek, and the intervening tracts of 

30 
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prairie, are all of first rate qnality. Hoaston^s, Bagby^Sf 
and Dicken*8 forks, are small streams north of Job's fork, 
and are heads of Crooked creek. 

Johnson? s Creeks a small stream in the south part of Jo 
Daviess county. Its head is towards Rock river, its course 
west, aVid it enters the Mississippi, thirteen miles above 
the Marais d'dgee, and twenty-five mites below Plum 
river. The land towards its mouth is low and marshy; 
towards its head it is ffently undulatingr, occasional ^oves 
of timber, and well adapted to farming. 

Johnson's SetiltmmU on Sugar creek, in Clinton county, 
twenty miles south of west from Carlyle. 

Jonathan's Creek is a tributary of the Kaskaskia, in 
Shelby county. 

JoNESBORO*, the seat of justice for Union county, is 
situated on section thirty, twelve south, one west, in a 
high, rolling tract of country, nine, miles from the Mis- 
sissippi, twenty-five miles south-southeast from Browns- 
ville, in latitude thirty-seven degrees, twenty-five minutes 
north. It has about twenty-five families, seven stores, 
one tavern, one lawyer, two physicians, two ministers of 
the gospel, one carding machine, and various mechanics. 
Tlie court house is a framed building, two stories high, 
and finished; and a brick jail. The surrounding country 
ift undulating and healthy, and contains several good set- 
tlements. 

Jones's Creek post ofiSce. (See Liberty, Randolph 
county.) 

Jordan Creek rises in the interior of Wabash county, 
and enters Bon Pas creek near the northwestern corner 
of the county. It passes through a fertile tract, both tim- 
bered and prairie, and has a considerable settlement ten 
or twelve miles northwest from Mount Carroel. 

Jordan's Prairie, in Jefferson county, six miles north 
of Mount Vernon, is five miles long, and one mile and a 
half wide* The land is second rate, and the settlement 
contains about fifty families. 

Jordan's Prairie post ofiUce is ou section thirteen, one 
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800 tb, two east, eight and a half miles noftfa of Mount 
Vernon. 

JordarCs Settlement^ in Jasper county, on the west side 
of the Embarras river. In the centre of this settlement 
is the contemplated county seat. 

JuLiBTT, the seat of justice for Will oounty, located on 
both sides of the Des Plaines, and at the crossing place 
of the Illinois and Michigan canal. 

It ^has fourteen stores, two groceries, one drug store, 
three taverns, a saw and grist mill, and the benefit of 
great water power, various mechanics, six lawyers, five 
physicians, a Methodist and an Episcopal society, and 
about 600 inhabitants> This should have been called 
JoUet^ from, one of the earliest French explorers. 

KanePwtt Office^ in Macoupin settlement, Greene coun- 
ty, nine miles south of Garrollton. 

Kankakee^ one of the principal streams that form the 
Illinois river. It rises in the northern part of Indiana, 
near the south bend of the St. Joseph*8 river, runs a west- 
eriy course into Illinois, where it receives tlie Iroquois, 
and forms a junction with the Des Plaines, in section 
thirty-five, township thirty-four north, and in range eight 
east from the third principal meridian. Here is a largre 
body of fine timber, but along the Kankakee there is very 
little timber. It runs swiftly, and has a lime stone bed. 

At the ford of the Vincennes and Chicago road it is 
two-hundred yards wide. This is 178 miles north of Vin- 
cennes, and forty-seven miles south of Chicago. The 
prairie country through which it passes is crenerally of 
good soil, gently undulating, and interspersed with sand 
ridges. Navigation for small craft can be eflfected through 
the Kankakee and St. Joseph. 

This river was discovered by the French at a very early 
period, and was one of the principal routes to the Illinois 
country. Its aboriginal name was Theakikt, or as pro- 
nounced in French, Te-au-kee-kee, which by the fatality 
attendant upon many of the aboriginal names carried 
through French into English, has become fixed in the 
•oundand orthography of Kati'ko'kee* 
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Kankctkee^'^ town site in the forks of the Kankakee and 
Des Plaines rivers, with one store and three or foirr 
housefi, saw mills, &c. Near the point the land is over- 
flowed at high water. Further back is fine bottom and 
rolling prairie. Calculations are mad« for a city here at 
some future time. 

Kaseaseia, the seat of justice fo/ Randolph county, 
and formerly the seat of government of the Territory of 
Illinois, It is situated on the right bank of the Kaskas- 
kia river, seven miles above its junction with the IVfissis- 
sippi. 

The early French explorers made one of their first set- 
tlements at this spot, shortly after the visttof La Salle, 
in. 1683; and so long as the French continued in posses- 
sion of the Illinois country, Kaskaskia was its capital, and 
was flourishing and populous. In 1731, when Charlevoix 
v;sited it, there existed a Jesuit college. Its ruins are now 
scarcely visible. In 1763, when the conntry east of the 
Mississippi was ceded by France to Great Britain, it con- 
tained about one hundred families. Of late years its 
population and trade has been much reduced. It nom- 
bers now about fifty or sixty families, a majority of whom 
are French. 

The court house is of brick. A Roman Catholic chapel, 
and a nunnery and female boarding school are here. 
Kaskaskia is the location of the land office for this dis- 
trict. 

Kaskaskia Biver, a large and navigable stream. It 
rises in Champaign county, in township twenty north, 
range eight east, near the waters of the Sangamon and 
the Vermilion of the Wabash, and runninsf in a south- 
western direction through Coles, Shelby, Fayette, Clin- 
ton, St. Clair, and Randolph counties, enters the Missis- 
sippi, in sections fourteen and fifteen, nine south, sevea 
west, about 120 miles above the month of the Ohio. 

It is four hundred miles in length, following its mean^ 
derings, and receives a largenumber of tributaries, which 
are noticed under their respective names. An extensive 
body of timber from two to ten mil«8 wide, is found along 
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thU stream, generally of a good qoaHty, consisting of 
oaks of Yarious kinds, as overcap, burr, water, white, 
black, red or Spanish, and post oak, walnut, hickory, 
ash,' haekberry, elm, white and sagar maple, honey lo- 
cast, cotton wood, sycamore, pecaun, mulberry, sassafras, 
box elder, etc. The country through which it passes is 
undulating, and fertile^ adapted to the growth of corn, 
wheat, oats, tobacco, and some cotton. The latter is not 
a sure crop in all seasons; but with proper care, a suffix 
cient quantity may be raised for home consumption. 
The bottoms of this stream are from half a mile to two 
or three miles in width, and subject to inundation in high 
floods. 

The legislature in.its system of internal improvement, 
appropriated ||50,000 to improve the navigation of Kas- 
kaskia river. The chief obstructions are logs, sand 
banks and short bends. A steamboat went up as far as 
Oartyle in April, 1837. 

Kdlogg'a drove, in Jo Daviess county, thirty-five miles 
east-southeast from Galena, and on the road from Dixon's 
ferry. It is a small grove of three or four hundred acres, 
witii several small groves near it. 

Kdlogg'a Grove^ a small tract of timber in La Salle 
county seventeen miles northeast from Ottawa- 

KeUner*8 Fork, in Morgan county, is a small branch of 
Indian creek. It rises near Jersey prairie. 

Keys' B Creek rises in the interior of Pike county, and 
epters the Snyeartee slough. The bottom is excellent 
land proportioned into timber and prairie. About the 
bluffs very uneven, towards the head of the creek mode- 
rately undulating. 

IRdcapoo, a stream that rises near Spoon river in two 
forks denominated East and West forks. 

East Fork rises in sections eleven and twelve, eleven 
north, seven east, runs a southwestern course. 

West Fork rises in ten north, four east, runs a south- 
easterly course and unites with the east fork in section 
thirty-four, ten north, six east. 

The Kickapoo then takes a southern course, and enters 
30» 
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the Illinois river two miles below Peoria. On tbe forks 
there is much excellent land, with ^oves and points of 
timber, interspersed with barrens. The eonntry border- 
ing on the. main creek has considerable bodies of &b9 
timber, but the land is generally too uneven for conve- 
nient cultivation. 

Kickapoo^ a branch of Salt creek in Sangamon county. 
It rises in Dawson's grove, McLean county, in twenty- 
three north, four east^ runs a southern course and enters 
Salt creek in Sangamon county, in the nortb part of nine- 
teen north, three west. It furnishes good mill seats, 
when the water is not too low; and the soil and timber 
on each side of the creek are first rate. 

Kineaid Creek, is a small branch of Big Muddy nver, 
which heada in Randolph county, runs southeast, and 
enters that stream twenty-four miles from its mouth. 
The land along this creek is rocky, broken, heavily tim- 
bered with poplar, oak, etc. and the settlement is smalk 
. Kinsdwra Settlement, near the northern side of Crallatin 
county, on the road fromr Carmi to Equality. Tbe land 
it rather inferior, and the settlement Considerable. 

Kishwaukee or S^camutt, a branch of Rock river. It 
is divided into North, East and South forks, and these 
again have numerous branches. 

The branches of North Fork head in Winnebago, Boone 
and northwest corner of McHenry counties, and in the 
Wisconsin Territory, of which the Beaver, Piskasau and 
Pappoose creeks are best known. ^ 

The East Fork has several heads in tbe northern parts 
of Kane county. 

The South Fork originates in several heads in the in- 
terior of Kane, and southeastern corner of Ogle counttes. 
One of its heads is n^ar the Paupau grove. The East 
and South Forks unite in township forty-one north, range 
three east, where is a large body of timber, twelVe sec* 
tions or more of various kinds^ and the prairies adjoining 
undulating and rich. Along the Bast Fork the prairie 
is flat and rather wet. Ohio, Norwegian and Big" groves 
are found in this region. 
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The North and Sooth Forks anhe in township forty- 
three north, range two east, and the main Kishwankee 
enters Rock river on section twenty-two, township forty- 
three north, range one east, of the third meridian. The 
country in general has an undulating surface, a rich, deep, 
black, sandy, calcareoos soil, and abounds with lime and 
free stone, coal, and line perennial springs, while the 
different streams produce good null sites. 

There is a deficiency of timber as there is through the 
northern part of Illinois. Much of it is in groves, many 
of whioii equal in appearance English parks. There are 
also extensive tracts of barrens or oak openings, as they 
are called by the people, and the whole country gives 
most unequivocal promise of health. ^ 

Kite rivtr^ in Ogle county, rises in the prairie north of 
Paapau grove, runs a west-southwest course and enters 
Rook river one and a half miles, below Oregon. Soil rich and 
sandy, timber scattering, surface tolerably level. Besides 
other timber, here is yellow and white poplar, or aspin. 

KnighVa Prairie lies west of McLeansboro', in Hamil- 
ton county, with a settlement around it. 

Sn9b Prairie^ fifteen miles northwest from Frankfort, 
in the corner of Franklin county, is low and wet, and has 
a small Settlement. 

Khoxvillb is the county seat of Knox county, and is 
pleasantlv situated on an elevated and rich prairie on the 
north side, and adjoining the timber of Haw creek. It 
is on section twenty-eight, eleven north, and two east of 
the fourth principal meridian. It was laid off about 1833, 
contains now 40 families and bids fair to become a thriv- 
ing inland town. The surrounding country is rich, and 
settling fast with industrtons farmers. 

Knox*8 Grave^ in the northeastern part of Putnam and 
extends into La Salle and Ogle counties. It is at the 
head waters of the Bureau. 

Knox Settlement^ in Putnam county, on Sandy, thirteen 
miles southeast from Hennepin, is a large and flourish'^ 
ing settlement. 

Lacon^ (formerly CdaiDbia) is on the left bank of the 

Digitized by Google 



236 A OAZBTTBSR 

Illinois river in Putnam countj, 20 miles below Henne- 
pin surrounded with a populous and rich settlement. It 
has 3 stores and 15 or 20 families. 

La Fox^ a post office on Fox river in Kane connty, near 
the liig Woods. 

Iau Harpe, a town and post office in Hancock county, 
in seven north, five west, with a beautiful country, inter* 
spersed with timber and prairie around it* 

L€Lke Forkf a main branch of Macoupin creek, which 
rises in the prairie between the heads of Shoal creek, and 
Sangamon waters, and near Macoupin point, whicb see. 
Below ihe point it passes through a small lake, or pond. 

Lake Forky a branch of Shoal creek, that rises in seven 
north < five west, runs a northeastern direction, and enters 
the west fork of Shoal creek in Montgomery county. 

Lake Fork of SaU Creek is formed by a long lake in 
the northeastern part of Sangamon connty, runsTi north 
course and forms one of the heads of Salt creek. It is 
in township seventeen north, and range two and three 
west. 

Lake Joliet is an expansion of the River Des Plaines, 
two miles below Mount Joliet, and opposite Mount Flat 
Head, in Will county. It is about &yQ miles long, 60 or 
70 rods wide, and deep water. 

La Marche^ a small stream and branch of the Kickapoo 
in Peoria county. Excellent land and a fine body of tim- 
ber, especially near its mouth. 

Lamaater^8 Settlement is in Schuyler connty, on Crane 
creek four miles south of Rushville. 

Lamotte Creek rises in the interior of Crawford connty, 
rans east and enters the Wabash below Palestine. 

Lamotte Prairie is a sandy and rich tract of prairie, 
in Crawford county, eight miles long, and from one to 
^ve miles broad. The soil is well adapted to the growth 
of corn. 

- La Salle Prairie^ a prairie and large settlement in Peo- 
ria county, adjoining Peoria lake. The southern part is 
sandy, rich and undulating; the northern portion is a mix- 
ture of clay and sand, elevated in tho middle. 
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La Salle prairie is an elevated bottom, above the high:- 
est floods, ten miles long, and from three to four miles 
wide. At the shore of the lake the water is deep, and 
the landing good. 

The settlement contains about 100 families and is fif- 
teen miles distant from the county seat. 

Laughiofi^s, an old trading house and settlement on the 
Des Plaines, in Cook county, twelve miles west of Chi- 
cago. 

Lawrencbville, the county seat of Lawrence coanty« 
It is situated on the west bank of the JBmbarras river, 
nine miles from Vineeanes, on the St. Louis road, and 
on an elevated ridge. It contains three stores, two 
groceries, two tafernSy and sixty or seventy families. 

The eonrt house is of brick, and is a respectabl* 
building. A saw and grist mill is on the Embarras, ad^ 
joining. 

Its exports per annum j|^,000; imports $30,000. 

Leaf Biver, in Ogle county, rises in North Grove, near 
the source of Pine creek, runs east about 13 miles, and 
enters Rock river four or five miles below Stillman's run. 
It has several branches of four or five miles in length, 
fine groves of timber, and rich, calcareous soil on its 
borders. 

Lebanofii a beautifully situated village in St. Clair 
county, twelve miles northeast from Belleville, and one 
mile east of Silver creek. 

It is on elevated ground, surrounded with a beautiful « 
populous and well cultivated district of country and on 
the Vincennes and St Louis stage road. 

Lebanon has a steam mill for manufacturing grain — an 
ox mill for flouring, on an inclined plane, a post ofiice, two 
public houses, seven stores, one grocery, three physicians^ 
mechanics' shops of various kinds, and about sixty 
families. The Methodist college, located in the immediate 
vicinity of Lebanon, has been noticed under the head of 
** Education*' in the first part of this work. 

The Methodist society embraces the largest proportion 
of the religious community about Lebanon. There is a 
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largre society of the Methodist Episcopal church, and a 
email society of the Methodist Protestant church. 

Leeaburgh^ a town site in Montj^mery colunty on sec- 
tions seven and eig^ht, township ten north, five west. 

Lemarde Prcurie^ in Wayne county, seven miles north- 
west from Fairfield, ahoiit six miles lon^, and three wide, 
of inferior quality, with a small population. 

Lester's Pointf in Iroquois county in twenty seven north, 
eleven west; — a point of timber, surrounded with a rich, 
undulating prairie. 

Lewises Creek, a triflin? stream in Jackson county, enters 
Big Muddy near the cou bank foar miles east of Srowns- 
▼iUe. 

Lewises Settlement, in the southern part of Pope county, 
above and opposite the mouth of Cumberland nver. This 
is the oldest settlement 4n this part of the state, and con- 
tains sixty or seventy families. 

LxwisTowN, the seat of justice for Fulton county, si* 
tuated on section twenty-two, five north, three east, 
four miles east of Spoon river, and twelve miles from the 
Illinois. 

It has three stores, two taverns, a framed court house, 
painted white, and about forty families. Lewistown is 
surrounded with a heavy body of timber, chiefly of 
white and other oaks; the soil rather thin, and surface 
broken. 

Lexington, a town site in the north part of McLean, 
county, eighteen miles northeast of Bloomington, on the 
road to Chicago. 

Liberty, a town and post oflioe in Adams county, near 
Weigle's setlement. 

Liberty a town site on the Mississippi, in Randolph 
county, on section seven, township eight south, five west. 
It has a steam saw and flouring mill, six stores, three 
groceries, two taverns, one minister, two physicians and 
HO inhabitants. One house for public worship. 

Lick Creek, a branch of Sugar creek, of Sangamon 
county. It rises on the western side of the county, takes 
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an easterly coarae througfh a rich and popolona trac% 
with good timber, and enters Sugar creek a short die^anre 
above its month. The settlements extend its whole 
length, and the borders of the prairie adjoining are well 
populated. ^ 

Lick Run is a branch of Indian creek, in Morgan county 
near the-bluffs of the Illinois. 

Lima^ a town site and post office in Adams connty, 18 
mites north of Quincy, and has eight or ten families. 

Paiw^s Grant is in Ogle ccmnty on Kite creek. 

Lincoln, a post office and town site in Macoupin county, 
near the head of Wood riyer, and on (he road from 
Edwardsville to Springfield. It is thought to be an eli- 
gible situation, and will soon be surrounded by a targe 
settlement. 

Linden Bottom, in Greene county, south of the Macoupin 
called also the '* Rich woods." It is a fine tract of tim- 
bered land, elevated and rich, yet in appearance its surface 
resembles alluvion. 

It has a large settlement extending from the Macoupin 
river to Otter creek. 

Linden Grove, a small body of excellent timber in the 
northeast part of Morgan county, surrounded with rich, 
undulating prairie. 

Lisbon, a post office and town site at Holderman's grove, 
in La Salle county, sixteen miles northeast from Ottawa. ' 

Little Beattcoup Creek, a small stream in Perry county, 
and a branch of Big lieaucoup creek, between that stream 
and Little Muddy. 

Little Crooked Creek rises in Washington county, near 
Nashville, runs a north course, and enters Crooked creek 
near its mouth. Land good, surface undulating, and a 
mixture of timber and prairie. 

Little Detroit is the French name for the '^ Straif^ or 
narrows in Peoria Lake. 

Little Indian Creek, in Morgan county, rises in Silvan 
grove, runs southwest, and enters Indian creek. 

Little Mackinau is a stream in Tazewell county, that 
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nins westward, knd enters the MaddBan* The settle- 
Bent hers is extensive. ^ 

LittU Missouri Creek, a branch of Crooked creek, in 
the western part of Schuyler county and eastern part of 
Adams county, twelve miles from Rushville. GreerCs 
settUnunt is on ^ southern, and Brown's Settlement on the 
northern side of this creek. The country is a mixture of 
timber and prairie. 

Little Mount Prairie is in Wayne eounty, three miles 
southwest from Fairield, About two miles long, and one 
wide. 

Here is a small but high mound, covered oTer with the 
graves of the aboriginal people. 

Littie Muddy is one of the four heads of the Big Muddy 
river. It rises in the southeastern corner of Washington 
county^ crosses the line into Jefferson, then into Franklin 
and finally into Jackson, where it enters the parent stream 
on the right side, in section thirteen, eight south, one west. 
A post office. 

It has good timber and prairie on both sides. 

Little PiasaUf called also Cave Spring branch, rises m 
a large sprin? among the bluffs of Lower Alton, and 
passes through the town into the Mississippi. 

Little Rock River^ rises in Jo Daviess county, runs south 
into Whiteside county and enters Rock river in township 
nifieleen north, four east. There is much good land along 
its course. 

Littk Roek Creek rises in the interior of Kane county, 
and runs south into Fox river. 

Littk SaMne, in Gallatin eoutny, rises in the bluffs of 
the Ohio river, runs a north course, and enters the South 
fork of the Saline creek, eighteen miles above Equality. 
It waters a tolerably good country, with a scattering 
population. 

. Littk Sandy, a small creek that heads in Sweet^s prai- 
rie, in the south part of Morgan county; and enters Sandy 
creek, about the bluffs of the Illinois. A large tract of 
timbered land is on it. 

Littk Silver Creek rises in the Looking Glass prairiei 
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HI the northeastern part of ISt. Glair county, rans sonth« 
west past Lebanon, and enters Sil?er creek two miles be- 
k>w that village. 

Liitie Vermilion rises in the prairies west of Fox river, 
runs south, and enters the Illinois near the foot of the 
rapids. Jnst below is the termination of the canal, and 
^e site of a great <»)mmercial town. 

Its Indian name is Pe^eumrBauh-in^ or Tomahawk, 

Little Wabash River rises in township eleven north, 
range six east, in the large prairies towards the head 
waters of the Kaskaskia, and running south through the 
counties of Coles, Effingham, Clay, Wayne, Edwards, 
and White, enters tlte Hig Wabash, in the northeast 
corner of Gallatin county, seven south, ten east. It is 
about one hundred and ten miles in a direct line from its 
heads to its month, though about one hundred and fif^y 
miles to follow its meanderings. 

Its principal tributaries are Skillet fork, Fox, and 
Muddy. It is navigable for flat boats and small craft, at 
a full stage of water — about forty of the former leaving 
it annually, from Wayne and White .counties, with beef, 
pork, corn, cattle, and some tobacco, for the New Orleans 
market. 

« The timber upon the banks of the Little Wabash is 
generally heavy, and of a good quality, and is several 
miles in width. In Clay county is some poplar. 

The country adjoining is generally fertile, but the bot- 
toms are subject to inundation at high floods. The 
country between .the Little Wabash and the Skillet 
fork, is generally flat, and in some places inclined to be 
wet. 

Several valuable mills have been erected on this stream 
in White county. 

Little Woods is a tract of timber on Fox river, in Kane 
county above the " Big Woods." The land of excellent 
quality, but swampy in places. 

Liverpool^ a town site on the right bank of the Illinois, 
river, in Fulton county, six miles above the mouth of 
Spoon river. The site has been called Bailey's Island, 
SI 
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from beings sarrouaded ia the rear by a slough at hiffk 
water, o?er which a caaaew^y or le?ee is about to be 
constructed. It ia the lauding place for Canton, and 
the termination of the Li?erpooI, Canton and Knox?iIIe 
rail road. 

Livingitcn^ a village on the national road, in Clark 
county. It is in the timber of Big creek, fourteen miles 
from Terre Haute, in Indiana and ten miles west of north 
from Darwin. It has three stores, three groceries, three 
taverns, one physician, two ministers, various mechanica, 
and 150 inhabitants. 

LotkporU a town site on the Illinois and Michigan ca- 
nal, at the termination of the lake level, thirty-four and a 
half miles from Chicago. Here will be two locks estab- 
lished, each ten feet lift, which will give twenty feet fall 
for the immense quantity of surplus water that can be 
brought from Lake Michigan, equal to 10,000 cubic feet 
of surplus water per minute, after aupplying the canal, 
and making full allowance for leakage, evaporation, &c., 
enough to drive 234 pairs of mill stones, four and a half 
feet diameter. A largo town and extensive manufacturing 
operations will be here as soon as the canal is completed. . 
Near this place the Des Plaines has fifteen feet fall. 

Loekwodd^B Settlement^ near the south fork of Spoon ^ 
river, on the border of Warren county, township tea* 
north, range one west. An excellent tract of country* 

LockwowTe Settlement is iu the south part of Hamilton 
county. The surface is rolling, timbered, and the soil 
aacond rate.* 

Locust Creeks a branch of Elkhorn creek, in Waahing- 
ton county, and baa a settlement on it three miles souUi 
of Nashville; country chiefly prairie. 

Loeuet Ch-ove^ a post office and settlement in Shelby 
county, Ave miles east of Shelbyville. 

Logan's Settlement is in a good tract of country, in Gal- 
latin county, eighteen milea northwest from Shawnee- 
town. 

Loliard's Settlement ia ten miles northwest from .Shaw* 
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BeetowD, in Gallatin coanty, and contains much good 
land. 

Long Creek, a branch of Big creek, in Macon comity. 

Lone Grove ties west of Au Sable gro?e, in the eastern 
part of La Salle county. 

Long Prairie^ thirteen miles northwest from Mount 
Carmel, in Wabash county, is undulating, second rate ' 
land, with twenty-five or thirty families. 

Long Prairie^ in Edwards county, north of Albion, nine 
miles long, and from one mile to one and a half wide, in- 
terspersed with grores and points of timber. 

Long Prairie^ a branch of the Twelve Mile prairie of 
Clay county, projecting into Wayne. It is eight or tea 
miles long, three miles wide, level, poor soil, and has a 
population of twenty-five or thirty families. 

Lon^ Prairie, in Jefferson county, five miles west of 
Mount Vernon, is four miles long, and one mile and a 
half wide. 

It lies between the Middle and West forks of Big 
Muddy rWer, is tolerably good land, and contains a set- 
tlement of forty families. 

Looking Glass Prairie, a large, rich, beautiful, and un- 
dulating prairie lying between Silver and Sugar creeks, 
p and on the eastern border of St. Clair county. It com- 
mences near the base Jine, in range six west, and ex- 
tends northward about twenty miles into Madison county, 
and is from six to ten miles in width. Few prairies in 
the state present more eligible situations for farms than 
this. 

Extensive settlements are on its borders, and project 
into its interior. 

LortorCs Prairie, on the north side of Apple creek, in 
the upper part of Greene county. It is a tract of excel- 
lent land, has good timber, and contains about eighty 
families. 

Lo9t Creek, in Marion county, rises in the Grand prai- 
rie, runs southwest, and enters the Kaskaskia river, near 
the mouth of Crooked creek. 
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Lost Grove is seven niles east of SMney, on the eastern 
border of Champaign county. 

Lett PrairUn in Perry county, seven miles west of 
Pinckneyville, is three miles ]on^« and one mite and a 
half wide. It has a rich soil, high undulating serface, 
and a good settlement. There are two prairies between 
this and Piocknoyville, called Eaton and Coaant prai- 
ries. 

Luup Crtdc^ an insignificant branch of Silver creek, 
in St. Clair county, in township one south, rao^ savea 
west. 

Lukm'*s PrmrU is on the south side of Lawreace coun- 
ty, with a settlement of fifty or sixty families. 

IaMs Creek, a small stream, running southwardly 
through Pope county, and entering the Ohio at Gol- 
eonda. 

Lynn Grove^ in Champaign county, is four miles south 
of Sidney, from seventy-five to one hundred acres of tim- 
ber, mostly linden and honey locust. 

LyuRviUet a town site and post office in Morgan county, 
and a point on the rail road from Jacksonville, by Win- 
chester to the Illinois river. It has three stores, three 
groceries, and fifteen or twenty families. It is in the 
prairie at the head of Walaut creek, in an English settle- 
ment, and eight miles southwest /rom Jacksonville. 

LyoHs^ is a town site on the Des Plaines at Laugh ton*a 
old trading house, twelve miles west of Chicago. It now 
has a sawmill, three houses and a tavern. 

Muckinau, (Michilimacinac) a navigable stream in Taze- 
well county. It rises in the prairie near the centre of Mc 
Lean county, and after receiving several small branches, 
runs south westward ly through lazewell couoty, and en- 
ters the Illinois three miles below Pekin. 

It is a clear stream, and has Little Mackinau, Rock, 
Walnut, and Panther creeks for its branches. Tha 
Mackinau bottoms are rich, but its bluffs are very broken, 
thin soil, from one to two miles in width, and tlie timber 
chiefly white oak, and some cedar. The prairies adjoin- 
ing are rolling, dry, and tolerably good. Towards its 
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liead the land is less broken, timber varioas, and soil 
rich. It has a number of mill seats. 

Mdckinauj a small villagre, and formerly the connty 
seat of Tazewell. It is situated on the Mackinan creek, 
in twenty-four north, two west, sixteen mrles north of 
east from Pekin, surrounded with a large settlement. It ^ 
is located in the prairie, on the southeast side of Mac- 
kinau. 

Macon County Prairie^ an eztensiye tract, from twelve 
to twenty miles in width, lyin^ north of Decatur, and 
betwixt the North fork of the Sangamon and Salt creek. 
Some parts are le?ei and wet— other portions dry and 
undulating. 

Macoupin Crcek^ a considerable stream that rises in the 
north part of Macon county; runs southwesterly, passes 
through Greene county, and enters the Illinois river twen- 
ty-six miles above its junction with the Mississippi, in 
section twenty-four, eight north, fourteen west of the third 
principal meridian. 

Its branches are Phiirs, Dry fork. Bear, and Hodge's 
creeks, and Lake fork. 

The country along its banks is generally fertile, suit- 
ably proportioned into timber and prairie, and has a line 
of settlements through Macoupin and Greene counties. 

Macoupin is aboriginal, and in all the French authors, 
spelled Ma^qua-pini but it has become legalised on the 
statute book« of the state in the uncouth form given at 
the head of this article, and usually pronounced by the 
people, Ma^goo-pin, 

This word is said to be the Indian name of a vegetable 
with a large round leaf, growing in the lakes and ponds 
of Illinois, called by some people *^ splatter-dock,'* and 
found plentifully near this stream. 

The large roots of this plant, if eaten raw, are very 
deleterious. The Indians, in early times, dug holes in 
the earth, which they walled with stone, and after heat- 
ing them, with large fires, put in the roots, covered them 
with earth, and in two days the rank poisonous taste was 
31* 
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fone. They were then pat oo poles and dried for food, 
n this form they were eaten by the nativee.* 

Macoupin Prairie^ a large prairie in Greene cooiityy be- 
tween the Piasau and Macoupin, moderately undulatinf, 
rich, and rapidly settling. The road from Alton to Caf>- 
roUton paasea through thia prairie. 

Towards the Illinois river, on the west, and the Ma- 
coupin creek on the east, are extensive bodies of fine tim- 
ber. B migrants from Vermont, and other nortbem and 
eastern states, are covering over this part of the oesnty 
with fine farms. The settlement in the south part of this 
prairie is sometimes called Souih Greene. 

Maeoupin Settlement lies near the timber bordering npon 
the Macoupin creek and prairie, in Greene county, nine 
miles south of Carroll ton. This settlement was coni- 
menced in December, 1816, by Daniel Allen, and Joha 
end Paul Harriford, and was then the most northern white 
settlement in the Illinois Territory. The prairie land is 
rich, but rather level, and the timber adjoining good* 
Kane post office is in this settlement. 

Macoupin Pointy a noted stand at the junction of the 
roads from Edwardsville to Springfield, and from Hills- 
horo* to Morgan county and Beardstown, sometimes called 
Henderson's stand. 

It is in the northwest corner of Montgomery eoonty, 
at the head of the timber, on the South fork of the Ma- 
coupin. South, along the roads to Edwardsville and 
Hillsboro', the surface of the prairie is flat and wet* 
North, towards Sngar creek, it is dry and undulating. 

Maddux Settlement is in Clinton county, near the mouth 
of Crooked creek, eight miles south of Carlyle. 

Manekeeter^ a poet town in Morgan county, on section 
twenty-eight, thirteen north, eleven west oif the third 
principal meridian. It is on the main road leading from 
Carrolltou to Jacksonville, eighteen miles from each 
place on the north side of Mark's prairie, and surrounded 
with a body of excellent timbered and prairie land, 

• See Charlevoix's Yoyafe to North Ameriea, 1781. 
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Mamium^ a larga settisment in a timbeved XtwxA^ in the 
BOQihwestem part of White oouaty, ten milea from Carmi. 
Duncanton is the post office. 

Marais (POgee {Ma-re-do-she) is a sloffgrish stream^ and 
a series of ffwamps, extending froin Rook rifiar to the 
Mississippi, and constitutiner the present boumlary be* 
tween the counties of Rock Island and Whiteside. • 

It is aboat twenty miles long, and in some places one 
mile, and in other places twenty or thirty yards wide. 
Near the Mississippi, where the road crosses, it is a clear 
stream of water, twenty yards wide, and sandy bottom. 
It is supposed that a eanal might be cut, at Tery liule ex- 
pense, through this swamp into Rock river. 

Marehanfi Settlement^ oh the north side of Fulton ceun- 
ty, twenty-four miles east of north from Lewistown. 

Marine Settlement, a flourishing settlement in Madison 
county, between the east and west forks of Silver creek, 
end twelve miles east of Edwardsvslle. 

This settlement waseommeiksed by Captains Blakeman 
and Allen, in 1819. The settlement is large, and spread 
over an undulating, rich, and beautiful prairie^ and is 
healthy and well watered. A post office. 

MturMiam^e Settlement, in Macoapin coanty, on Taylor*e 
creek, twelve or fifteen miles wofit of Carlinville. 

The land is good, ssrface undulating, and equally di- 
vided into timber and prairie. 

Marram Bone, a small creek in the north part of Shel- 
by county. It rises in Macon coanty, runs isoutheaet 
through Boners seulement, into the west fork of the Kas- 
kaskia. 

MareeiUee^ a projected mannfacturing town, on the north 
side of the Illinois river, at the Grand rapids, eight miles 
above Ottawa. A chartered company are engaged in coa- 
alrueting dams, mills, &c. Floor and lumber are made 
liere, and the water power is immense and easily eom- 
roanded. A post office has been established here. The 
canal will pass through it, and it already assumes the as- 
pect of a bustling, enterprising village. 

MarekaU^ a towft site in Clark coanty, oa the. natioMl 
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road, on seetioira thirteeo and tweiity-foar« towti^ip elevea 
north, twolve west. It is a pleasant, healthy sitaatioDy 
and bids fair to become a place of some importance. 

Mar9haU^* Prairie^ north of Cox's prairie, fourteen miles 
northeast of Brownsyille, in Jackson conntj, is rich, 
undulating land, and the settlement contains a doxen 
famiUes. 

MattinU Credi and Settlement^ in Wayne county, oa 
Elm ri?er, five mitesu north of Fairfield. The settlement 
consists of fifty or sixty families, and the creek is a branch 
of Elm ri?er. 

MBtriinsviikf a town site and post oifioe on the national 
road, in Clark connty. 

Mtuon^ a small stream that enters the Illinois ri?er 
from the south, twelve miles below the juncUon of the 
Kankakee with the Des Plaines. It is called also Nettle 
erede, 

Maaon Grove^ in La Salle county, lies einhteen miles 
northeasterly from Ottawa. It lies on the Little Mason, 
is five miles long, and one mile wide, a tract of excellent 
land. It is called also Virginia Grove. 

MazorCn Prairie and settlement is in the southwestern 
part of Lawrence countj, from twenty to twenty-five miles 
from Lawrenceville, with seventy or eighty families. 

Mauvaiuterre^ a stream in Morgan county, that rises in 
the prairie on the borders of Sangamon county, in several 
branches, runs a west conrse near Jacksonville, and flows 
into the Illinois river two miles below Naples. 

Above Jacksonville, it is divided into Norths Souths and 
Brier or Middle forks. 

For beauty of situation, fertility of soil, salubrity of 
climate, a due proportion of timber and prairie, good 
•water, and almost every other advantage for agricultural 
purposes, no country in the wide spread valley of the 
west exceeds this, and yet by a most singular misnomer, 
the French, who explored the Illinois river, called it 
^^ Mauvaiie /«rre"— poor land. 

Matsvillb, the seat of justice for Clay county, is 
situated on the, borders of the Twelve Mile prairie, and 
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»e«r the Little Waheeh river, on the strnge roed to Tin- 
cennes. 

It has three tayerns, thpee atoree, and aboet twenty 
familiea. The adjaceet prairie ia aadalating, and ueeomd 
rate. 

AieJdam*9 Settkmemi ia in Bond eoonty, four milea 
aouth of Greenville; the land ierel, and tolerably good, 
and the aettleroent large. 

AlAOoMa, the aeat of jnatice ef McDoaooffh cemilj. It 
aitoated on elevated ground, iu a delightAiT prairie, bc^ 
tween Drowning fork and Town fork, at>ar the eenfra of 
the county. It ia on the aoothweat quarter of eeetion 
thirty-one, aix north, two weat, and waa laid off ia 18St. 
In 18^3 it conuined three atorea, one grocery, about 
twenty faaiiHea, and promiaea aeon to beotmM a pleaaaat 
intend village, with a eonaiderab&e popuUiioo aroHnd \u 

McC^rcTt iSetikmenU in Bond county, on the eaat at^e 
of the weat fork of Shoal creek, eight milea aorthwaat 
of Greenville. 

The land ia good, and there ia a due proportion of tim- 
ber and prairie. 

McCvrmttek'* Sefiltmtnlt liea towarda the aootkweatora 
part of Pope county. 

MeCreery^a Stttkmtni^ in Franklin county, ten milea 
•eat of Frankfort, in a timbered tract of couatrj^. The 
timber consiata of oaka of different kinda, hickory, aome 
poplar and other varietiea. The aoil ia good, rather un- 
dulating, and the aettlement large. 

MeEaverU SdiUment ia six miles, aeutheaat of Carlyle, 
in Clinton county, on the waters of Crooked creek. 

JifcFatridge's SeUUment^ iu Johnson county, eight milea 
northeast from Vienna^ on tho old road from Golconda 
to Kaskaakia, and on the watera of Cedar creek. The 
surface ia rather broken, the aoil thin, and the aettlement 
eontsiins aizty or aeventy familiea. 

McHennf^ a town aite in McHenry county, twelve 
miles south of the atate boundary, and on the weat side 
of Fox river. Surrounded with excellent prairie, and 
timber in grovea and bur oak opeeiaga or bairena. 
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MeXu^B Credk^ in the miHtair tract, enters the Illinois 
rirer, in the northeast part of rike connty, in township 
three south, in range two west of the fourth principal 
meridian. It is mme np of three principal branches, 
known by the names of Norths Middle, and Wat forks. 

North JbrA, which is the longest branch, rises in Adams 
couDtj) near the base line, in range fire west, runs a de- 
yious course into Schuyler county, and receives a number 
of small tributaries. Its general course to the Illinois 
river is southeast. 

MiddU Fork originates near the boundary of Pike and 
Schuyler counties, and enters the west fork a few miles 
d[>ove its junction with the main stream. 

Wut lirk rises in the northern part of Pike connty, 
where it interlocks with the waters that fall into the 
Mississippi, and after running an eastern course, joins 
the main stream a few miles above its mouth. The land 
on McKee's creek ^nd branches is excellent, suitably 
proportioned into timber and prairie, which is gently 
undulating and rich. The settlements already are large, 
and population is increasing from emigration. The same 
obstruction to rapid settlement exists here as in all por- 
tions of the military tract. Much good land is held by 
Bon residents. Gould the land all be had at a reasonable 
price, this tract of country would soon be overspread with 
Wffe farms. 

i&KeeU Braneh, a fork of Sugar creek, in Schuvler 
county, is a mill stream, three miles north of Rushvilie. 
. McLsARSBORo', the county seat of Hamilton county, 
situated on high ground, in township five south, and in 
range seven east from the third principal meridian. The 
settlement around is pretty extensive and the town con- 
tains twenty or twenty-five families, and five stores. 

MelUmeyU Creek is a small stream that heads in Adatos 
county, passes into Pike, and enters the Snycartee slough. 
The land is proportionably divided into timber and prai- 
rie, and of a good quality. 

Meaeham^s Grove^ now called Salem, is in Cook county, 
near thahead of Salt creek, and contains about three see- 
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tioD8 of timber, of sagar maple, walnat, oaks, linden, 
ash, elm, hickory, &;c. The prairie is andulating and 
rich. Around that and other small groyes are aboat 
twenty-five families. 

Mechanicsburg, a town site in the prairie near Clear 
creek, fifteen miles east of Springfield, on the road to 
Decatur. Post oflSce Clear creek, 
. Mehroee^ a town site and post ofiice, situated in Clark 
county, twelve miles southwest from Darwin. It has 
eighteen or twenty families. 

Menomone^ a stream in the northwest corner of the 
state. It rises in Iowa county, Wisconsin territory, runs 
southwest, and empties into the Mississippi three miles 
below the boundary line. The surface near its mouUi 
is broken, and towards its head are rich prairies, and 
rich mines of lead. The timber is scarce, in groves and 
patches for six or eight miles up. Length about fifteen or 
twenty miles. 

Meredoaiay a town site^ landing, and place of consider- 
able business on the Illinois river in Morgan county, 
six miles above Naples. It is situated on an elevated 
sand ridge, with a good landing when the water is not 
too low. Here are two steam mills, several stores, and 
fifty families: and to be a point in the Northern cross 
rail road from Quincy by Springfield, to Indiana. 

Meredosia can be approached from the bluffs and table 
land, without crossing any lakes or sloughs, which is not 
the case with other towns on the river in Morgan county. 
Much of the mercantile business of Jacksonville passes 
through this place. Above the town is a singular oayou, 
iiom whence its name, which, in French orthography, 
would be, Mcarais d* Ogee,- 

Exports for pork, lard, flour, beef, eorn^ whiskey, butter 
and potatoes, $ 200,000. 

Imports in various kinds of merchandise landed at 
Meredosia, $ 450,000. 

Meredosia Bay, is a body of water connected with the 
Illinois river, above Meredosia. It is seven miles long; 
its width varies from one half to one mile. 
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mdile PMf ofB^ Muiiy Rwer^ one of the four heads 
of Bigr Muddy river, in PrankKn county. It rises on the 
borders of Hamilton county, runs a southwestern course, 
and enters the main stream a few miles west of Frankfort. 
The country along its borders is diyided Into timber and 
pnairie; the surface tolerably leyel, and the soil good 
second rate. 

Jdiddk Pork SettkmmU in Jefferson county, Hes be- 
tween Mount Vernon and Long prairie; a timbered tract, 
good sugar tree groyes, and a pleasant settlement. 

Middk Fork of Skoal Creek rises in the prairies of Mont- 
gomery county, eight north, four west, passes Hillsboro*, 
and enters Shoal creek about four miles aboTe Bond 
county line. 

Middk Fork of Stiver Creek rises in the prairies north- 
east of the Marine settlement, in Madison county, rnna 
aouth and enters the Ease fork. 

Middle Orove, a post office and settlement on the north 
side of Fulton otiunty, on section ait, township eight 
north, four weet and on the road iVom Canton to Knox- 
▼ille. 

MMktonU Ferry, on the Kaskaskia river, twenty miles 
esst of Belleyille, and fourteen miles southeasterly from 
Lebanon. 

Middletown, in Sangamon county, is laid off in the prai- 
rie, between the timber of Salt creek and Irish groye. 
Bear Mostck*s staUon. Several families, &c. 

Mfeni*8 Setilememt is in Bond county, on the west tide 
of Beaver creek, and two miles south of Greenville. 

MIsn, a post office and town site in the south part of 
Calhoun county, fractional section twenty-eight, town- 
ship thirteen south, one west. 

Mili Creek, a small stream that rises in the southwest- 
ern part of Edgar county, runs diagonally through Clark, 
and enters the Wabash nftar York. 

Mil Creek, a small mill streaoi in Randolph county. It 
enters l^ie Ka-^kaskia river on the east side, one mils 
above the town of Kaekaskia. 
Mlller'e SeUUmerii adjoins the Mississippi, on fhi^ west 
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8ld0 of Alexander county. Here is some bottotn, and 
rolling; upland, generally good. Population about thiny 
families* 

jMtller^a Settlementj near the centre of Mercer eoonty. 
A good tract of country. 

iBUer*a Settlement, in Macon county, four miles west 
of Decatur, in the south side of Macon county prairie. 
Soil rich with ^good timber adjoining. 

MiHs*8 Prairie, in Edwards county, eleven miles north- 
east from Albion, four miles long, and two and a half 
wide— »a fine and well settled tract. 

Milton was once a town site, situated on Wood rirer, 
in Madison connty^ two miles southeast of Alton. 

MitehelVe Settlement, in St. Clair county, six miles east 
of Belleville — a fine tract of country. 

Monk Mil is situated On the American bottom, in the 
borders of Madison county, eight miles northeasterly 
from St. Lov^is. 

The circumference, at the base, is about six hundred 
yards, and its height about ninety feet. On the south side, 
about halfway down, is a broad step, or apron, about ^f- 
teen feet wide. 

This hill, or mount, was the residence, for several 
years, of the monks of the order of La Trappe, the most 
rigid and austere of all the monkish orders. 

Their monastery was originally sitdated in the district 
of Perche, in France, in one of the most lonely spots that 
coald be chosen. They fled from the commotions of that 
kingdom to America, lived for a time in Kentucky, and 
came to Illinois in 1806 or '07, and settled on this mound. 

They cultivated a garden, repaired watches, and traded 
with the people, but were generally filthy in their habits, 
and extremely severe in their penances and discipline. 
In 1813, they sold ofi* their personal property, and left the 
country, for France. 

Monmouth, the seat of justice for Warren county, is 
in the prairie, and, on the south sideof the timber of Hen- 
derson river. It is located on section twenty-nine, eleven 
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tiorthi (wo ireftt hts a toadshhig ft8tt)eiii«nt» And a ftM 
fate tract of country around it. 

It has fooT stores, two groceries, one tarern, two phy^ 
jdftiana, ne lawyers, and about .twenty families. 

Muniebello is a town site, post office and settlement m 
Hancock oosnty, on the bluffs of tlie MtssSssippI, oaeaod 
.a half miles above the foot of the Lower rapida. 

There Is a considerable settlement along the river, the 
Whole leniritli of the rapids. 

MoniteHh^ the site of the Alton Female Seminary, a 
delightfnl situation on the boilers of Scamet's prairie» 
Ibue and a half miles north of Alton. 

Montezuum^ a town site, post office, and landing on the 
riffht bank of the Illinois rfver in Pike county, thirteen 
miles southwest from Pittsfield, 

Montgomery, a town site in Adams county, in section 
twenty-seveUt township two south, six west, with ibor 
families. 

MMtreU Frmrie^ in Jeffi^rsou ooonty, is eight miles long, 
from two to three miles widci and from six to twelve 
miles southeast of Mount Vernon. A post office. 

Some portions are flat and wet, other parts dry aa4 
gently undulating, and the settlement along its borders 
eonsists of seventy-five families. 

MboreU Prairie^ in St. Clair county, is five miles east 
of Belleville, and about the same in extent. It is tolera- 
bly level, of good soil, and spread over. with fine farms. 

Moore^t Settkmeni, in Monroe coupty, near Waterloo, 
is an extensive seulement. 

Morgan''» Cnek, in Kane county, rises In Aosauble grove* 
runs west, and entero Fox river, one mile above the 
south boundary of Kane county. 

M>a$U SetUemeni^ m Pope county, near the heads of 
Big Bay aud Lusk's creeks; twenty miles from Qolooii- 
da. It is a good tract of country. 

MourueU Creekj a small atrsam, and braneh of the 
North fork of Sangamon, in Foster's settlement, Macon 
county. 

Mmnt Carbon^ a coal bank on Muddy river, foi^ miles 
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^>ote Brown$w4)1«, In Jaeksoa (HMmiy. L«rf0 qiiai^ttes 
are exported from this plaee down tte river. Here is a 
larffe eteam saw and grist mill. 

Mouirr Carmbl, the seat of justice for Wabash conn* 
ty, is situated on high ground, on the Wabaek river, aad 
ofi section twenty, in fraetietaal township one south, and 
in range twelve west from the second principal meridian. 

This town was laid off in 1818, by Rev. Thomas S. 
Hinde, of Ohio, on the project of establishing a moraiy 
temperate, and industrious village. 

The prospective improvement of the rapids of the Wa* 
bash near this place, is thought to give it peculiar import 
tahce as a place of business. The country ground is high, 
nnduhitlng, healthy, and contains an extensive seulement 
of industrious farmers. The court house and jail are brick. 
The Mediodist society, which is large, has a house of 
worship. 

In Mount Carmel are ten storeSi two groceries^ (or 
«« doggeries," as oiir correspondent calls t)iem, and foriher 
states, ^ the keepers are gettinjg ashamed of thero,")-^ 
two taverns and a third in course of preparation, ene sta* 
tioned preacher, and fonr h>eal preachers, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, one German Reformed preacher, two 
physicians, one steam doetor, three lawyers, and from one 
thousand to twelve hundred population. 

The religions denominations, are Methodists (Eplsco« 
pal,) numerous, evangelical Lutherans, associated with the 
German Reformed, Presbyterians, some Baptists and 
Episcopalians— three steam mills, one ox tread mill, me^ 
chanics and trades of various descriptions, a foundry for 
castifigs ior machinery, etc. The eommerce of this place 
ie considerable, and from the Slat of March ta the 12th 
of April, 1837, 26 steamboats arrived and departed* 

Miiimi Flat Htad^ on the west side of the Des Plsines, 
and two miles below Mount Joliet. It extenda two mtlesf 
the north end is rounded ^the south end irregularly 
•haped— 4ts eententa sand, gravel, and coarse pebbles, 
worn smooth by water friction. 

( JoUd^ a mound situated on the west bank of the 
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Des Plainety ^oat sixteen miles tibove il» junction with 
the Katikskee. It i« in the a^th western part oi Cook^ 
county, in township thirty-0ye north, in rsnge ten east 
from the third principal meridian. It is in the midst of 
alarg^e plain, covered in summer with short, thin grass, 
and which bears striking marks of having heea once 
inundated. . 

. Its size is variously estimated. Beck, in liis Gazetteer, 
states, *' It is three or four hundred yards in length, north 
and south, and two or three hundred in hreadtht east and 
west, it is in' the form of a pyramid, and is evidently the 
w<Mrk of art." 

. From the la^ position I entirely dissent. From aU the 
^MtsI have gathered from those who have visited iCt I have 
no doobt, hut like similar eminences in every part of the 
l^ohe, it ia a natural production. Several gentlemen, who 
have passed this mouud without stopping particularly to 
measure it, have estimated its length one mile, its breaikh, 
at the base,, half a milov and its height jone hundred and 
fifty feet. It appears to^be an immense pile of sand and 
pebbles, similar to the sand ridges alon&r the Illinois river. 

This name was given by the companions of Joliet, who 
visited this country in 1673. 

' Mmni Pkaaant^ in St. Clair ooqnty, and four miles 
northeast of Belleville, the residence -of -William Kinney, 
a former lieutenant governor of. the state, and now presi- 
dent of the «^ Board of Public Works." 
. Mount PkaaanU a post office in Union county, east of 
Jonesboro*, on the road to .Vienna. (See Stokes's Settle- 
ment.) 

Moimi PmltuhU a town site in Sangamon connty, on an 
elevated prairie, in township eighteen north, ran|;e twe 
west. 

Mount SUrUngn a post office and town site in Six's 
prairie, Schayler county, seventeen miles west of Rush* 
ville, on the mail road to Quincy^ it has four stores, one 
minister and a small Presbyterian chureh, organinedy 
various mechanics, and abont 150 inhabitants. 

Mwmi St. Charl^, in Jo Daviess county, twehre miles 
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•ut of Crdenm. The turroliiidtiipr oonntry b«eoniM «]•- 
rated to the heifht of eeten or eieht hundred feet above 
the mininiif country generally. This mount, like a l>yrap 
mid, risea from the centre of thie elevation one hundred 
and fifty feet. The base of the whole mount includes two 
or three square miles;— ^the base of the pyramid is one 
fourth of a mile in length, anjd two hundred and fifty yards 
in breadth. Its top is long and quite narrow. The whole 
mound, as. is the case with many smaller ones, is a natural 
ibrmation. 

Mount VaairoN, the seat of justice for Jefierson eonntyy 
situated on the stage road from St. Louis, by Carlyle, to 
Shawneetown, on section twenty^nine, township two 
south, in range three east of the third principal meridian^ 
and near the centre of the county. 

It has six stores, three groceries, one tSTem, two phy« 
siciaos, two ministers, a court house and jail, a Methodist 
Episcopal and a Baptist society, and various mechanict^ 
and 140 inhabitants, and is pleasantly situated on the 
north side of Casey's prairie, and surrounded with a eon* 
•tderable settlement. It is in latitiide thirty-eight degrees 
twen^ minutes north, forty-seven and a half miles a little 
east of south from Vandalia. 

Mouth of Ohio, The importance of a good town site^ at 
the janction of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, has, for 
many years, excited the attention of the enterprising. It 
is a feature in our western rivers, with few exceptiont« 
that at and near their junction, the land is alluvion, of a 
recent formation, and at the high annual floods, osually 
isandated to the depth of several feet. This is the casei 
particularly at the mouth of the Ohio. For twelve milee 
along that river, above its mouth, and a farther distance 
along the Mississippi, and across the p6int to Cash river, 
the country is subject to annual inundations. Had the 
author of nature formed here an elevated situation, no^ 
thing could have prevented this spot from becoming the 
centra) commercial emporium of .the great western valley. 
The immense trade of the Ohio and Mississippi, at some 
future day, will warrant the expense ef forming a mik 
99* 
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kere Idt a oomnercid town. Tke (erminatioa of lh« gtt^t 
eentrd railrMtd will greatly facilitate this object^ ami, with 
the eommerce of tkeae great rivers, build tfp a splendid 
dty. In doe time, art, enterprise, and perseveranoe will 
trtantpb over natore at this place, and a large commercial 
citj will exist where now the waters of the Ohio and 
Mksissippi occasionally spread. 

Mud Creeks a small stmam in the sooth wastem part of 
Washington and soaibeast part of St. Clatr coooties; It 
rises in the northwestern part of Perry coonty, takea a 
serth western- direction, and enters* the KaskSskia river 
•ppostte an island in township two sooth, six west. A 
smaller creek, in the same region, is called Little Mod 
cfcck* 

Mud Creeks a branch of Vermilion river in Livingston 
eennty. It rises in the prairie, runs s mthwost, and enters 
Vermilion, twelve miles below Otter creek. Weed's set- 
tlement is on it near the head of the timber. 
' Muddy ^ a small stream and branch of the Embarras, in 
Lawrence coonty, ten miles west from Lawrence ville. 
> Muddjfj a branch of the Little Wabash that flows- into 
kon its eastern side, in Clay county, jost below the Via- 
cennes road. Between the two streams for some distaoee, 
is a swamp, which overflewa in high water. 
- Mitddy Crtek^ in Lawrence coonty, rises in the prairie, 
ran 8 north of east, and enters tlie Embarras, five miles 
above Lawrenoeville. Land, second rate; popolation forty 
•r fifty iiamilies. 

. Muddy Fork^ a branch of the Embarras river, ia Colea 
coonty, that enters the Embarras, three miles below tiM 
Mitional road. 

Muddy Pointy m the sooth western part of Coles county, 
and one of the heads of the Little Wabash. The timber ia 
excellent, prairie adjoining is rolling and rich, and the 
aettlement consists of eighty or one hoodred Ennilies. 

Mud Prairie is on Mud creek, a small branch of Big 
Beaocoop creek. It lies in Washington and Perry coon« 
ilea, foorteen miles northeast from Pincknay viUe, and is 
level and. rather wet*. 
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Ihid Prmrit, ii Wayne eonntyt eigrht milM nartliwefii 
from Fairfield, is a low, wet tract, rightly named. 

MiUberrxf Orote^ a small grore at the head of Apple 
creek, near the boaudary line of Morgan and Sangamon 
eonntiee. 

- Mulberry Orovt Post Office^ the eastern side of Bead 
county, on the road to Vandalia. 

Muskeeto preek^nBes in the large prairie of Macon coon* 
ty, and enters the North fork of Sangamon, in Sangamoa 
county* 

MuBcoUen ^y,^ large body of water in the northwest 
part of Morgan eountyt that unites with the Illinois river > 
just above fieardstown. In high water it becomes con« 
nected with the Sangamon river. 

Napiervilk^'^ town in Cook county, on the east side of 
the west fork of the Da Page, and has four storest a saw 
and grist mill, a school, twenty-five families, and two* 
hundred and fifty inhabitants. The coontry around is dry, 
undulating surface, and rich soil, with a tolerable supply 
of4imber on the Du Page. 

Naples^ a commercial town in' Morgan county, situated 
on the Illinois river, two miles above the mouth of the 
Mauvaiseterre, on section twelve, township fifteen nojth, 
in range fourteen west from the third principal meridian. 

It is laid off on a level prairie, at the foot of a sand 
ridge, and above ordinary high water. Very occasionally, 
extreme floods will come over a portion of the town aite^ 

Here are several stores, three taverns, a medical and 
drug shop, two physicians, a number of mechanics, three 
•leam mills, ana one hundred families. 

Its commerce is considerable. In 1835, the arrivals and 
departures of steamboats amounted to 302. Exports in 
produce, 1835, j^965,000. Imports in merchandise and 
feold wholesale and retail, 35,000. A railroad to Jackson* 
ville is now in progress of construction; distance, via 
Bethel, 20 milee. 

I/arrow8^ or lAttU Detroit^ a place so called, on Peoria 
lake five milee above Peoria. The bluffii> from the^west 
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fide hero to«0h tho lake* and the Galena roid raas at the 
foot. 

Narrow9* Two places in Morgan connty bear this name. 
One is now Swe^a Settlement^ five milet east of Jackaen* 
▼ille. The other is on the road from Springfield to Bearda« 
town, ten miles from the latter place. Here is a fine 
settlement, good prairie, with points and groves of timber* 
The settlement receivea its name from twe points of lim- 
ber approaching. 

Nashville, the seat of justice for Washington comi- 
ty, is situated oh a beautifal and elevated prairie, near the 
head of Little Crooked creek, and two and a half miles 
aontli of east from the centre of ttie county. 

It is situated on section twenty-foer, township two 
south, range three west of the third principal meridian. 
Itoontains three stores, several mechanics, a steam milU 
and fifteen or twenty ^Mnilies. It is on the borders of 
an arm of the Grand prairie, elevated* rich and undo* 
lating. 

Netik Creeks a trifling stream in Morgan county, near 
Winchester. The settlemeni contains one hnudred 
families. 

NeltU Creekf in La Salle county. (See Mamm*) 

Newbem^ a post office in Greene eeunty, seven miles 
northeast from Grafton. 

Niw BosToir, the seat of justice for Mercer eonntyi 
situated on the Mississippi, two and a half miles above 
the mouth of Edwards river. It is a email but growing 
Iplace. 

New Castle^ a town site in the 8onthwest|Mirt of McLeaa 
county in township twenty-one north, range one east. 

New Detign is in Monroe coimty, four miles south df 
Waterloo. This is one of the oldest American settle* 
mento in Illinois. The land was ortgiaaily a mixture of 
timber and prairie. 

New Hooen^ a post town,^ two miles above the mouth ef 
the Little Wabash, on the line between Gallatin and 
White connties. Here is a large saw and flounng 
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ttiill, with sereial stores, asd iJ>out fiftsea or ti^etity 
families. 

New Lanngton, a towii site and post office eight miles 
Borth westerly from^. Jacksonville, in Morgan county* 
It has two stores, two. groceries, and fifteen or twenty 
families. - - 

NewlirCs Setilement, in Crawford county, ten miles north- 
west from Palestine,^ on ttie borders of a prairie, with fifty 
or sixty families, 

Newman^a Branchy a trifling stream in Morgan county, 
that runs southwest, and enters the Mauvaiseterre north 
ef Jacksonville. 

Newport^ a town site and landing at the mouth of Apple 
creek, in Greene county. It contains two or threeatores, 
and half a dozen families. 

New Salemi a post office and town located in SangamoR 
eounty, on the southwest side of Sangamon river, on a bluff 
and surrounded with a lar^ settlement. It has three or 
four stores, and thirty families. A grist and saw mill is 
here, erected on Sangamon river. 

It is on sec;tion twenty-five, ei|htoen north, seven west. 

Newton, the seat of justice for Jasper county, situ- 
ated on 4he west side of the Elmbarras, on the road 
from Palestine to Yandalia and about the centre of the 
county. 

It has one store, one grocery, a Baptist society, and 100 
inhabitants. 

New Virginia^ a settlement and tract of country in Bond 
eouBty, two miles east of Greenville, and on the head 
waters of Beaver creek. Here are several fine groves, and 
good prairie. 

Nine MUe Creek^ in Randolph county. It rises north- 
east of Kaskaskia, takes a western direction, and en« 
ters the Kaskaskia river ten or twelve miles above the 
town. 

A branch of it is called Little Nine Mile creek. 

Mne M'kU Prairie^ in Perry county, lies ten miles 
east of Pinckneyville, and a post office of the same 
name. 
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It ii aWm nine milM in ^aaetott tel«nUy lereK &b^ 
considerable population around it. 

Nm-th Jmiy a prairie and a setdraMBnt^ in Bd^^cminty, 
lis miles east t>r Paris. The prairie- is grood land, aboiU 
three miles wide. Its east end runs to the state line, and 
its west end onites with the grand prairie. The settle* 
ment is large and dense. 

North Forkf a post office, in section twenty-five, town- 
ship twenty-two north, tweWe west in Vermilion eountj. 

North Fork of the Embarraa rises in the southwest part 
#f Clark connty, runs south near the lineltetween Crawford 
and Jasper, and enters the Embarraa at the "aoatheaai 
corner of the latter county. The country is a lerel, tim« 
bered tract, in "bome places rather wet. 

North Fork of the Macoupin. This stream Is the sam« 
as Hodges*s or Otter creek, but the aettlement, which is 
extensive aad flourmhing, is known by the oame of l^trik 
Fork. 

North Fork #/ Salt Creek. It rises in McLean connty^ 
and, with Lake fork, forms the head of one of the principal 
branches of the Sanganoon river. 

, Nortk Orovei in Cass county, is at the bead of Clear 
ereek, twelve miles east from Beardstowa. It has fine 
timber. 

North Grove at the head of Leaf river in Ogle county. 

North Prairie^ in Morgan county, twelve miles north 
easterly from Jacksonville, is a delightful tract of rich^ 
^ry, undulating prairie. A large settlement svirounds it, 
and several families from Virginia have lecently made 
locations in it. 

North Prairie^ on the sooth side of the Manvaiseterre 
in Morgan county, and adjoining Walnut creek. It is 
level. 

NorrU*9 Settlement in Grvene county, twelve mOes north* 
easterly from CarroUton, with a proportion of timber and 
prairie, rather li»vel, but good soil. 

Norwegian Grove is on the east fork of the Kishwaukee 
ia BooniB bounty. 

Oakland^ a post office and settlemeni in Coles covBtj) 
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14 m\\t9 nmrtbeait from ChaHattotit «ttd tm the road from 
Springfield to Paris aod Terra Haate. 

Ogki's Creek, a small stream id St. Clair county that 
Tisea in the west end of Ogle's praitie, runs a northeast 
course and enters Silver creek. 

Ogk''a Frmrie, a beautiful, undulatingr prairie* in St* 
Clair county, five roilea. north of Belleville. It ia five 
miles long, and from one to two miles wide, surrounded, 
and partly covered, wilh a flourishing settlement and fine 
fiurms. 

Okio SeitiemenU in Fork prairie. Bond county, five milet 
north of Greenville, is of considerable extent* The land 
is second rate. 

Ohio Grove is in the east fork of the Kishwankee four 
miles fVom its mouth, near the corners of Winnebago and 
Boone counties. 

Okaun {Au Km, Fr.) a name frequently given to the 
Kaskaskia river. 

It appears to have been originally a contraction, nsing 
the first ayllable for the whole name, and prefixing the 
article — a practice common among the early settlers and 
exploreiB of Illinois. 

Ohaupo$ioffiee is in Washington county, section twentjr- 
five, township one south, five west, on the road from 
Nashville by Middleton'a Ferry to Lebanon. 

Okaw Settlement, in the southeastern part of Macon 
jBoaoty, twenty miles from Decatur, lies on the West fork 
of the Kaskaskia, and contains twenty or thirty families. 

(HiMted'9 Mound, an eminence in the prairie in Morgan 
county, eight miles south of west from Jacksonville, it 
was the temporary seat of justice for this county previous 
to 1825. 

Oldman'e Creek, a small stream inUie country attached 
to La Salle county, that enters Rock river eighteen miles 
above Dixon's ferry. 

Qtiver^e sometimes called Mtn^e Prairie, in the eomer 
of Hancock, Adams, and Schuyler coundee. It is twelve 
miles long, and from two to four miles broad. 

Old Town Timber. (See Ikav$on'§ Qnm.) 
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Ct^eciPs Creeks is a branch of Oreoked creek, in Schuy- 
ler county, ten miles from RnshviUe. 

Ono, a post office in £d^r county, on section four, 
township fourteen north, eleven west, «ix miles north- 
northeast from Paris. 

Ortndorff's 3ft/i^and seUlement is on Sugar ereek, in 
the south part of Tazewell county. The settlement is 
lar^e, and the land good. 

Oregon City, is the temporary seat of jastice for Ogle 
county, situated on the north side of Rock river on a hand- 
borne elevated alluvion bottom^ ten miles above Grand 
Detonry and fifteen miles above Dixonville. It has two 
stores and ei?ht or ten families. 

Ottawa, Uie seat of justice for La Salle connty, was 
laid off by the canal commissioners, in 1830, at the junc- 
tion of Fox river with the Illinois, and is thought by many 
to be an important location lor business. 

It is laid off on both sides of the Illinois river, on the 
entire section numbered eleven^ and in township thirty- 
three north, in range three east of the third principal me- 
ridian. 

At the town site, the water of the Illinois is deep, and 
the landing convenient. Steamboats reach this fjlaoe in 
the spring, and at other seasons when the water is bijrh. 

Below, for the distance of eight or nine miles, are rapids 
and shoals, formed by barriera of sand and Hme stone 
rock. Ottawa has 8 or 10 stores, 3 taverns, 3 physicians^ 
5 lawyers, and 75 or 80 families. Large additions have 
been made to the town plat by laying off additional lots on 
lands adjoining. It is expected a lateral canal from the 
UlimAs and Michigan canal will pass through the town 
to the Illinois river. This, by means of a feeder to 
the rapids of Fox river will open a navigation into 
Kane county. Fox river is susceptible of improvement 
by slack water at small expense, into the Wisconsin 
territory, and from ^thence by a short oan^ of fifteen 
miles may become connected with Milwaukee. Hence Ot- 
tawa may be regarded as one of the most important sites 
for commercial bnsiness in the state. Near it dams are 
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already projected across the Illinois rirer and irom^se 
water power thus created. TIm Ottawa RepuhUettn a 
weekly paper is published here. 

The country around is pleasant, undulating;« and well 
adapted to farming. The timber is in smalt quantities, 
chiefly in gproves; the prairie land generally dry and rich 
soil. 

Lime, and coarse free stone, in great abundance. 

OHer Creeks a sinall stream that rises in the prairies in 
the southwestern part of Greene county, runs a westerly 
Cfoprse, and enters the Illinois riv^r about fourteen miles 
iiboye its junction with the Mississippi* 

Towards its head is fine, undulating prairie, but lower 
down the surface is timbered and broken. 

Otter Creek rises in the southwestern part of Fulton 
county, runs east, then south, and enters the Illinois in 
section twenty-two, three north, three east. Large bodies 
of timber and good coal are on this stream. 

Otter Creek, in Livingston county, rises in La Salle 
county, runs southwest, and enters Vermilion river in 
the southwest corner of thirty north, four east. Here 
is a valuable body of timber, rolling and rich prairie 
and a large settlement. 

Out Houee Seitlemetti^ on Sugar creek, in Clinton county* 
twenty-two miles southwest from.Oarlyle. 

Ox Bow Prairie is in Putnam county, ten miles south 
of Hennepin. It is a rich prairie* five miles long, and 
Jlrom one to two miles wide, shaped like au ox bow, and 
surrounded with excellent timber. The prairie is over- 
spread with fine farms. 

Paddock's Setiiement is in Madison county , on the Spring- 
fiele road, seven miles north of Edwardsville. The prai- 
rie is undulating, fertile, and healthy. 

Panky'i Settlement is in the southeast corner of Pope 
couii^y. 

Panther Creek heads in McLean county, runs southeast, 
and enters the Mackinau near the county line. 

Panther Creek, in Sangamon county, a trifling stream 
and branch of Sugar creek, io fifteen north, five west. 
23 
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Pdhther Oeik h in fhe ncrrthieftstera part of Morg«a 
county, ftnd enters Sangfimon rirer. 

Panther Grove^ a point of timlier on Pander cneek, iA 
tiofgan coonty. 

Another grore, called LUtte Panther^ lies east of H« 

pALttSTlNB, th6 seat of justice for Crawlbrd eonnty*, 
situated three miled from the Wabash river, on the bor^ 
ders of Lamotte prairie, and in sections thirty-tbred and 
lli'irty-four, township se^^ north, in-rangta eleveki west of 
the second principal meridian. 

It is twenty-five mites north of Viocennes, in lattice 
thirty -eight degrees, iSAy-eight minutes north, and eighty- 
two miles east irom Vandalia. 

It has 4 stores, 13 groceries, 3 tavei^, 3 lawytBtSj 4 phy>- 
ticians, 8 ministers, abont 450 inhabitants, 3 apothe- 
taries' ahops and a land office, and meehanics of varion) 
trades. 

The religions denominations are Presbyterians, Meth^ 
^ists and Baptists. The Methodista iiave a house of wor- 
%hip. 

Palmer's Setfiement^ abore tbesoi^th folic of Spoon Titer, 
In th^ -bounty of Knox, and near the line of FhUoH 
county, 

• Papp&ose Creek rises in the swampy land in the eaatem 
part of Boone county, runs a southwesteni course and 
^nt^rs the North Forlc of th^ Kieliwauicee. Timber oak 
Wrrens, chiefly bur oak; soil sandy and gravelly. 

PtirttdUe^ a post office at the head of the \avX% 'Wlh 
tash, ta. Coles county, ott the road from Shelby vllle 16 
CItarleston. 

Pi^is, the edfinty seat for l^dgar eonnty, on section one, 
thirteen north, twelve west of the second principal meri- 
dian. It is a pleasant villagfe, on the borders of a r^h 
prairie, sarrounded with go^ farms, andhas a ^nrt bouse 
of brick, 7 stores, 3 groceries, 1 tavern, 4 physicians, S 
lawyers, and about 55 families, or 375 inhabitants. 

Parker's Prairie is a large, level prairie, on the weaterA 
%ide of Clark county, somewhat wet, s6il second rate. A 
eonsldef^ble settlement. 
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PwherU Sdikmmi i» teft m3AtB •Mrthwtst fff«ai P«* 
lestine, id Crawford cotMity. A mixture of timber wbA 
prairie, and about forty famitiest 

Parr's Settlement is in Bond oonn^, aeven miles nortli 
of Greenville, adjoining, and within the timbered tracts 
OR tbe £aat fork of Skoal cre^. 

Faupau Grope is at the head of Indtao creek, Kaae cott»-r 
ly. It is » rich tract of country. 

Feek-Q'ton'O'kee, a large, navigable stream that entert 
Rock river, in Jo Daviess county, about six miles below 
the boundary line. It rises in two principal brBMbes^ 
9ear the Blue Mounds, in Wisconsin territory, called the 
JfUmt and Wui forlu^ whlck unite before they enter the 
state of Illinois, 

The ^a#//(;r;trises^ north of the Blue Mounds, sear the 
bead of Grant river The WeH fork runs near the Bluf 
Mounds. 

After their }uoction, the Peek-a-toarokee ruas first 
a soalh course into Illinois, Ihenee a southeast coftrse* 
and finally winds round north of east, aad ettters Rock 
river. It is one hundred yards wide at the mouth, eighty 
yards wide at the boundary line, aad is navigable for 
flat boats to Mineral Point, in the Wisconsin territ 
tonr. 

I have had no little trouble in determining the ortho- 
grsphy of this name. Its aboriginal meaning is said to 
be ^^ Swift waier»^* By many persons it is written and 
proncuuced Pik'^ioUe'ka. 1 have adopted the orthor 
graphy aud pronunciation of gentlemen from its ti^ 
eifiity. 

Pbkin is situated on the east side of the lUiaois river, 
twelve miles below Peoria, on fVactional section thirty- 
three, twenty-five north, five west of the third prindpal 
meridian, on a sandy bluff, elevated and pleasant. The 
landing is tolerably good at a moderate stage of tlie river, 
but too ahoal at the low stage. 

Pekio contains twelve stores, three groceries, two 
taverns, (and a splendid hotel building by a company,) 
aaveo lawyers, four physicians, four muiistera of the goer 
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pi, one drag store* tliree fbrwerdlDg and conimiesioa 
fiouses, two nooses for slaaghtering and packtnif pork« 
one auction hoase, a printing oflSoe which issues the 
Tszeweil Telegraph, and about' eight-hundred inhabi- 
tsnts. ' 

There is also one steam flooring mill that manafao* 
twres two hjindred barrels of flour per day, a steam safif 
mill and two steam distilleries, an academy and a com- 
mon school. 

The religious denominations are Presbyterian, Metho- 
dist and Unitarian, which have houses of worship. 

Peoria, thereat of justice for Peoria county, situated 
on the west bank of the Illinois river, on section nine, 
eight north, eight east, and formerly called\FoH Ciark. 

From a report made by Edward Coles, Esq. formerly 
governor of Illinois, to the Secretary of tlie treasury, it 
may be learned, **The old village of Peoria was situated 
one mile and a half above the lower extremity or outlet 
of the Peoria lake. This village had been inhabited by 
Ihe French previous to the recollection of the present 
generation. About the year 1778 or 1779, the first house 
was built in what was ihen called. La Ville de Maillet, 
afterwards the new village of Peoria, and which has re- 
cently been known by the name of Fort Clark, situated 
about one mile and a half below the old village, imme- 
diately at the lower point, or outlet of the lake. The 
situation being preferred on fOHsount of the water being 
better, and its being thought more healthy, the inhabi- 
tants gradually deserted th^ old village, and by the year 
1796 or 1797, had entirely abandoned it, and reiaoved to 
the new one. 

*^ The inhabitants of Peoria consisted generally of In<* 
dian traders, hunters, and voyagers, and had long formed 
a link of connection betwen the French residing on the 
great lakes and the Mississippi river. From that happy 
felicity of adapting themselves to their situation and as- 
sociates, for which the French ore so remarkable^ the 
inhabitants of Peoria lived generally in harmony with 
their savage neighbours. It appears, however, that about 
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tbe yvar 1731 » th^^ were indooed to abaiii4oB the ▼illug^ 
from an apprehension of Indian hostility; but eoon aftei 
tbe peace of 1783, they again returned, and continued U> 
reside there until ihe autunan of 1812, when they wer« 
forcibly removed from it« and the place destroyed by a^ 
captain Craig, of the Illinois militia, on the ground, it 
was said, thai his company of militia was fired on in th^ 
night, while at anchor in their boats before the village| 
by Indians, with whom the inhabitants were suspected 
by Crai^ to be too intimate and friend iy.*' 

The inhiU)itants being thus driven from the piaoOf 
fled to the French settlements on the Mississippi fe« 
shelter. 

In 1813, Peoria was occupied by the United States 
troops, and a block house erected and cstjled Fort Clarke 
The timber was cut on the opposite side of the lake, and 
with considerable labor transported across, aad baule4 
ea truck wheels by the men. 

After the termination of the war. Fort Clark was aban- 
doned, and the buildings soon after burnt by the Indiacis. 

The present town is near its ruins. 

Without intending to do injustice to several other beau* 

' tiful town sites along the upper parts of the Illinois rivert 

amongst which is P,e|^in, HenQepiu,jhe foot of tbe rapids, 

Ottawa, etc. I shall copy from Beck*s Gazetteer tbe fol^ 

lowing description of Peoria. 

**The situation of this place is beautiful beyond de- 
scription. From the mouth of the Kickapoo, or Redbu4 
creek, which empties into tbe Illinois two miles below 
the old fort, the alluvion is a prairie which stretches it* 
self along the river three or four miles. 

** The shore is chiefly made up of rounded pebbles, 
and is filled with springs of the finest water. The first 
bank, which is from six to twelve feet above hiffh water 
mark, extends west about a quarter of a mile from the 
river, gradually ascending, when it rises five or six feet tp 
tbe second bank. This extends nearly on a level to thf 
bluffs, which are from sixty to one hundred feet in height* 
T\mu bluffs Qonsift of rquifded pebble9,<»fierUjriiig $trM 
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of lime stone and sand stone^ rounded at the top, and cor« 
responding in their course with the meanders of the river 
and lake. The ascent, althouorh steep, is not perpendi« 
eular. On the bluffs, the surface again becomes levels 
and is beSotifully interspersed vHih prairie and woodland. 

** From the bluffs the prospect is uncommonly fine. . 
Looking towards the east you first behold an extensive 
prairie, which, in spring and summer« is covered with 
prrass, with whose green the brilliant hues of a thousand 
flowers form the most lively contrast. Beyond this, the 
lakey-clear and calm, may be seen emptyrng itself into, 
or by^its contraction forming the river, whose meanders, 
only hid from the view by the beautiful groves of timber 
which here and there arise, can be traced to the utmost 
extent of vision." . 

Peoria is now rapidly advancing in population and im- 
provements. In the summer of 1833, it consisted of 
about twenty-five families. These more than doubled to 
a few weeks from emigration. 

Peoria now has twenty-five stores, two wholesale and 
five retail groceries, two drug stores, two hotels and se- 
veral boarding houses, two free schools and an incorpo- 
rated academy, two Presbyterian houses of worship and 
congregations, one Methodist, one Baptist, one Unita- 
rian and one Episcopal congregation, six lawyers, eight 
or ten physicians, one brewery, two steam sawmills, the 
usual proportion of mechanics, a court house and jail and 
a population from fifteen to eighteen hundred, and rapid I j 
increasing.' The ** Peoria Register and Northwestern 
Gazetteer*' is issued weekly, by S. M. Davis, Esq. The 
religions people of this place appear to have been uncom<i 
monly liberal, by contributing about iwenty^hree thousand 
tbUar» the past year for philanthropic purposes. 

Peoria Lake, an expaiision of the Illinois river, com- 
mencing at Peoria, and extending about twenty miles in 
a northeasterly direction. It is much wider than the river, 
and has very little current. The water is clear, atod its 
bottom gravelly. It may be considered as two lakes, di- 
¥M«d by tbit IfiarrdM. B abound* with Ttrkms kinds df 
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ith, tueh as stargieon, buflyo, bass of soTetal speeies^ 
perch, white fish, pickerel, etc., whic^i can be caaght witb 
the seine in great abundance. 

The Indian name for this lake is Pin-O'ta-wee, Somv 
authors call it lUinois Lake. 

F€rkin*8 Settkinent is in the northeast part of Hancock, 
county, on \^ head waters of Crooked creek. The name 
of the post omce is Fountain Green. 

Peru^ a post office, landing and town site, on the north 
side of the Illinois river, on section sixteen, township 
thirty-thipee north, one east, and one mile below the termi* 
BatioR of the Illinois and Michigan eanal. It has one 
warehouse and two or three families. 

Perry ^ a town site in Pike county, on section twenty- 
one, township three sonth, three west. It has two or 
tbree stores, several faniilies, and is a pleasant village, 
surrounded with a fine country, diversified with timber 
and prairie. 

Petersburg^ a town and post office, on the west side of 
Sangamon river, in Sangamon county,, on fractional sec- 
tion fourteen, township eighteen north, seven west, an4 
about seventeen miles northeast from Springfield. It has 
six stores, a steam saw and grist mill, and twenty fami- 
lies. 

Pkelpe^s Chove is on a small stream in Ogle connty, 
that enters Rock river three miles above Oregon city. 

Phelps's Prairie, in Franklin county on the waters of 
Crab Orchard creek, twelve miles south of Frankfort, 'm 
good land, and somewhat rolling. 

In its neighbourhood is Poor jtrairte, a wet, level tract; 
imd fVrigkrs prairie, an undulating tract, with a consider'^ 
able settlement. 

PhigleyU Settlement lies between the head waters of 
McKee's creek and Bear creek, in Adams county. It has 
about twenty-five families. The land it rather flat, bat 
goodf—about twenty miles east from Qoincy. 

PkiPs Creek enters the Macoupin on the soath side, 
about the middle of'township nine ndrth, eleven west. 
It heads iu the prairies near the sources of the Piasan. 
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Tiiefe it ooMt4«ri^1e tirabsr, with exeelleiH pc»iii« on tbe 
Wrders of this &treaai. 

PhUlip9*8 Settlement^ in the northwestern pari of Al^z-^ 
snder county, on 8^ton*s ereek, twenty-five miles from 
America, consists of eight or ten families. 

Fiankeshav Beud^ on the Wabash riTer, in Wabash 
eonnly, eighteen miles north from Mount Capiel. It is a 
fertile tract, timber rather scarce, with m rmJuure of prairie 
and barrens. 

f Mttou, a small stream that rises in a beaotiful tract of 
oonntry near the line of Greene and Macoupin eoDntiea^ 
and enters, the Mississippi aboot tea miles above Lowec 
Alton. 

Pigeon Creek is a stream that rises in Adams county, 
aad rims westward near that and Pike county, which il 
^ters, and passes into the Snycartee slough three mikui 
below the eounty line. 

In the bottom, the land is level, dry, and exo^ent— <hi 
the bluffs, somewhat broken. 

Fiiot Knob, in the western part of Washiogtse eonatyy 
a^singular eminence and point of observation on the old 
Viocennes and Kaskaskia trace. 

PiNCKNBTYiLLS, a smsU village, and the seat.of jnstica 
for Perry county. It is situated on the west side of Big 
Qeaocoup creek, at the head c^ the four mile prairie, and 
on section twenty-four, five south, three west. It has four 
stores, one tavern, one grocery, and fifteen or twenty £imi- 
Mes^ end is surrounded wit^ a large settlement of indas* 
trious farmers. 

Fme Creek, m Ogle county.. It rises in the prairie be- 
tween Rock river and White Oak grove, runs a southeast 
course and enters Rock river at urand Detour, and is a 
cood mill stream. Its timber is shrubby pine, white, 
black, red and bur oaka, hickory, linden, -siif^r maple, 
elm»^. One-Axth part ef the land oo its burders ia 
timbered. The prairie adjoining is elevated, rolliog aa^ 
Hch» and the country abounds with fine, springs, 

Finuo, a post office in Jackson oonnty, on seettoft thirty* 
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ibar, township ten tonth, twa west, twelve miles south-> 
southeast from Brownsville. 

Piper*8 Pointy a settlement in Greene county, sixteen 
miles northeast from Carrolhon, adjoining String prairie, 
and the timber of Apple creek. The land is tolerably 
level, richi and proportionably divided into timber and 
prairie. There are sixty or seventy families in this set- 
tienaent. 

Fiskasath a branch of Kishwadkee. It rises in Boone 
county, and some of its head branches probably over the 
boundary line, runs a southwestern course, and enters the 
north branch of the Kishwaukee, in section twenty-five, 
township forty-four north, range four east. Near its head 
the soil is wet, but further down, dry and undulating. 

PiTTsriBLD, the new seat of justice for Pike county, 
was laid off in April, 1833, on the southwest quarter of 
section twenty-four, five south, four west. It is a high 
and healthy situation, in an undulating prairie, and on the 
dividing ndiie nearly equidistant from the Illinois and 
Mississippi rivers. The country around is fertile, and 
proportionably distributed into timber and prairie, and is 
rapidly settling; 

Pittsfield has three stores, two groceries,- two taverns, 
three lawyers, one physician, several mechanics, and from 
160 to 200 inhabitants. 

FlainJUidy e village and post town in Will county, on 
section nine, township thirty-six north^ nine east, and 
.nine miles north-northwest from Juliet. 

It has two stores,, two taverns, several mechanical 
trades, a Methodist and a Baptist congregation with 
houses of worship, and between four and Ere hundred in* 
habitants. 

Plainfield is beautifotly situated on an undulating prai- 
rie, east side of the Du Page, and adjoining Walker's 
grove. 

Piaio, a town site laid off on Iroquois river, four miles 
from the month of Springr creek, in Iroquois county. A 
steam mill is to be erected here. 

PUnant Qrovif in Boone coanty, on the stage road from 
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Ghie^ro to Galena* oatb* ftMilheatl aide of (h« KitbwmH 
kee, and twelve miles east of Belvidere. It Is abovi fooff 
mtlea loogr and one mile wide, surrounded with a lich, na- 
dulatiag prairie, A eonaiderable settlemeiH arooftd. 

PieaSant Graoe, three milea long and oae wide, and a 
settlement of tweoty^fire or thirty families, in TaseweH 
eoanty, eigh( milea east of PekiD,oB t^e waters of IXilr 
lon*s creek. The land is rich, and the timber conaists qi 
walnut, sugar maple, linden, (^, etc* 
' Fkaaant Qnne^ in Morgan eeunty, a aettlenaent on the 
borders of Sweet's prairie, between Manchester and Wm* 
cheater. The land in Uiia quarter Ja good, with a dae mix* 
tiire of tinaber and prairie. 

Fkaaani Vale, a town site and post office in Pike county* 
OB aection nine, township five south, six west, seventeen 
miles northwest from PIttsfield. It is pleasantly sttnatsd 
voder the bluffs, and sarroonded with rich land, both tisi* 
ber and prairie. 

Fium Creek, in Randolph county, enters the Kaskaskia 
liver from the east side, eighteen miles above Kaskaskia. 

PUtm Creek rises in the prairie of Morgan county, west 
of Jacksonville, runs west, and enters the lUineis rives 
below Phillip's ferry. 

Plum Creek Prairie is near the boundary line of St. 
Clair and Randolph counties, ten miles long, and three 
broad; good soil, and scattering settlements along its 
borders. 

Plum River, in Jo Daviess county, rises near Kello^ff's . 
grove, runs southwest, and enters the Mississippi ten miles 
below Rush creek. It is a good mill aiream. 

Above its mouth are rapids. The country along its 
borders is a mixture of timber and prairie. It is divided 
into South, North, and Middle fork^ and here is some of 
the finest farming land in the country. 

Point Republic', a post office and settlement, near the 
Vermilion river, in La Salle county, and on the coad from 
Hennepin to Ottawa. 

Polecat Creek, a stream in Coles county, that riass in 
the prairies towards Edgar county, rans southwest, and 
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tm^tn tlM Smbams east of Cliarteft6n« Near U% iiead 
H a r^ry fertile regiea, well timbered: fnrther down tliia 
anrface is broken. The settlemeRt haa thirty farailtea^ 

Pond Siough, the name girtn to the outlet of a line of 
|>#«ds in JohwBon eonntj, between- Big Bay creek and 
Oaak river. It ia a deep, maddy chakmel. [S^e Caslk 
river.] 

Pop^$ River riaeata Uie frr^t pratrie»tn tbe AraUi part 
-ef Henry eonnty^ between Headeraon'a and Edwards^a 
rirerSf nilta a weit noeree through Mereer eodnty, aad 
ecitera tlieMtaaiaiippiyafewiiiilea below Edwards's rivei^ 
l^ Mereer eoumy there are aome fine tracts of tinber «i 
this stream, fuiiher ap it passes throoph a prairie eountryu 
The land generally on Pope's and fidwards's rivers \k 
abundantly rich, but tliere is a deficiency of timber. 

Po9iville, in the northeastern part of Sangamon couaty, 
«ii aectiott twenty-five, lownahip twenty north, range three 
east, and on the north side of Salt creek. It has 2 store8i» 
1 grocery, and 3 or 4 faoniliea. 

FoitUae Creek rises on the west side o( FuHon couaiyy 
flear Table grove, raira a aontheastem course, and enterk 
Spoon river about feur antlea west of Lewistown. EjEcek- 
lent land, both prairie and timbered, adjoins h. 

Fredrk Creek in Sangamen county, a trifling stream 
that riaea in the prairie betwei^n Spring «md Richland 
creeks; makes a circuit ia sixteen north, six west, and 
entera \km latter belbra ita janction with Sangaasoa rivev. 

Prairie de Long Creek rises north of Waterloo, near the 
dividing line cf St. Gkir and Monroe coimtiea, raaa adiith- 
easterly thr6ugh the eastern part of Monroe, leeeivcto 
Rkhland creek, and entera the Kaskaakia river in the 
•oothwestern part of township three sttath, riange seven 
west. Along its borders is a considerable settlement, and 
^le aotl 'tn aome parts is good, in others inferior., 

Prairie du Pont^ [pronounced Prmrie dm Po^ Fr.] a 
small stream in St. Clair county. It riaea ra the biufia 
aouthweat of BelleviHe, paaaea through the Amerkan 
bottom, and entera the Misaiaaippi in tiw south w«8tem 
part of the county. 
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■ ■' ■' ' An old Frebch Tillage, wtUi tlie tppeo- 
d«ge of cotnmons and common fields to the same, located 
a ahort distance sootb of Cahokia. 

Ftairie da Boeher^ an ancient French village, in Ran- 
dolph connty, on the American bottom, near the Rocky 
bloffa, from which it derives ita name, fourteen miltss 
northwest of Kaskaskia. It is a low, unhealthy situa- 
tion, along a small creek of the samo name, which rises 
in the bluffs, passes across the American bottom, and en- 
lera the Mississippi. The houses are built in the French 
style, the streets very narrow, and the inhabitants preserve 
more of the simplicity of character and liabits peculiar to 
early times, than any village in Illinois. It has its village 
lots, common fields, and commons, the peculiarities of 
which are noticed under the article '« Cahnkia,'** 

Prairie du Roeher, in 1766, contained fourteen families; 
the popnlation at present is estimated at thirty-five faoii- 
Hes« 

Here is a Catholic church dedicated to St. Salspice, 
but at present has no resident priest. American settlers 
have not yet disturbed the repose of this ancient commo- 
fiity. The ruins of Fori Chartrca are three miles north 
west from this village. 

Prait*9 Prairie^ in the northeastern part of Greene 
county, fifteen miles northwesterly from Carrollton. 

Fraik«t*$ Seitltmmt^ on Apple creek, in the nortb- 
eastero part of Greene county^ sixteen miles from Carroll- 
ton. 

Preatwii a town site in Randolph county, east of tiM 
Kaskaakia river. 

Propket^s viliagtf a post office and town site on Rock 
river, in Henry county, and on the road from RushTille 
and Warren oonnty to Galena. 

On the aeuth side of the river is a handsome town site, 
on a hi^h, midulattng bottom. The opposite side of the 
river is inundated at high floods. 

Rock river can be forded at this place for two-thirds of 
the year. It is about two ikoadred jud» wide. 
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The ooantry around will admit of eOD«id«rable settle- 
ments. 

Prospect mU^ m St. Clair county, one mile sonth of 
Belleville, and the residence of Major Washington West 
Spread out before this delightful situation is one of the 
most beautiful prairies in the state, about five miles in 
extent, and partiaUy covered with well cultivated farms. 

Princess Settkmmt is on a branch of Spoon river, twen- 
ty miles northwest from Peoria, in ten and eleven north, 
ranges six and seven east. Here are three grovee of tim- 
ber, from which at least one hundred farms might be sup- 
plied. The soil is a rich clay, and undulating. The pre- 
sent population does not exceed fifteen families. 

Princeton^ a town site on the borders of Jersey prairie^ 
in IMorgan county, ten miles north from Jackson ville^ in 
township seventeen north, in range ten west. The sur- 
f&^ is undulating, and the surrounding country one of 
of the finest tracts of land in the state, and the settlement 
is large. The post office is called Workman. 

Princeton^ a town site in Putnam county, in Bureau 
settlement, ten miles north of west from Hennepin. It 
was laid off by colonists from Northampton, Massachu- 
setts, in 1633, contains a post office of the same name, and 
is in the heart of a flourishtag settlement and a rich body 
of land. 

Puncheon Camp^ a creek near the north side of Mor« 
pran county, that enters the Sangamon. It is divid«i 
into two branches. A grove of the same name is on this 
stream. 

Putnam Creek rises towards Canton, in Fulton county, 
and taking a southwestern course, enters Spoon river. 

QuiNCT, the seat of Justice of Adams county, is situa- 
ted on the bluff of the Mississippi on section two, two 
south, nine west. It has seven stores, four groceries, one 
carding machine, one larflre flouring and saw mill by stean 
power, with four run of burr stones, two schools, seven 
lawyers, four physicians. Several mechanics, about one 
bundled families and six hundred inhabitants. 
94 
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Tke knd offise for the mU of CotigriMS Itnds Aorth and 
east of the Illinois river, is located at this place. Tb# 
land in the viciliity is excelleDt. A low i^lnvioo liefr on 
the oppoeke tide of the Missiseippi rivert which is OTei^ 
flowed in high^ waters. 

Quiney mvst become a place of oonsiderahle basiness* 

Qtuiker Sdikment, near the Wabash, in the aortheast- 
era part of Crawford coonty, oa Racoon creek. Here ia 
a society of Friends who keep up regalar meeting 

Udeoon, a smali stream in Greene county, that enters 
the IlKnms river twelve miles above its oiouth* The bot^ 
terns on this creek, and on the Illinois river at this potnt» 
are narrow, &nd the sorfaoe adjoining is much breken into 
blafTs and ravines. 

Maooon C^reek, a small stream that runs across- the noilk 
«nd of Crawford coanty, and enters the Wabash. 

Baeoon Creeks in the northeastern part of Morgan .cofu>- 
tjr, aad runs into Diokerson^s lake. 

MadeliJST* Point, in Washington coanty, five miles weajt 
ef Nashville, and a small setUement. 

BtimHy*8 Cree^ rises near the line of Montgomery and 
^Shelby conotiea, runs a southeastern course, and enteis 
the Kaskaskia ten miles north of Vandalia* A conmdw- 
fdble setUemeat lies along this creek. This is sometimes 
called Booz Creek, 

Bameey^s SetUement^ in the southwestern part of Madi- 
aon county, on Sugar creek, iwenty milea from Edwafda^ 
ville. 

Mandleman*9 Settlement in St. Clair county, twelve 
jniles southwest of Bellevillct and near the borders of 
Monroe county. 

M&ndolphi a town site at the mouth o£ the Piasaa on 
•the Mississippi, so fractional sectiona Iweoty^ve and 
4wenty-8iz, township two north, eleven west and abool 
equidistant between Alton and Grafton. It is laid out 
Above the Piasau and betwixt that stream and the Miaaia- 
sippi, on table land, above the higheet floods. Abund- 
ance of lime atone and good timber, water privUegea and 
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never failing springrs, a good landing for steamboatr and 
other advantages are fonnd here. 

liOts to the value of {^,000 have been sold this spring 
and bntidings are in process of erection, especially a large 
kotel. 

MandoiphU Chvce^ on Kiekapoo creek, above Biff grove, 
above twelve miles sooth from Bloomington, in McLean 
county. In shape, it is almost cirenlar, and is a vafua- 
ble tract of land, containing lime stone, and a popnlation 
of aboat forty families. The grove comprises about 
twelve sections of timbered land. A post office. 

Bapida oflUinoii. There is a succession of rapids in 
the Illinois, both above and below the mdnth of Fox 
river, with intervals of deep and smooth water. From 
the mOoth of Fox river to the foot of the rapids is nine 
miles— the descent in all eight feet. The rock soft sand 
alone mixed with gravel and shelly lime stone. Nine 
miles above Fox river the grand rapids commence, and 
extend ten or twelve miles. They are formed by ledges 
of rock in the river, and rooky islands. 

The whole descent from the surface of lake Michi^n, 
•t Chicago, to the foot of the rapids, a distance of nme« 
^•four and one-fourth miles, is 141 87-100 feet. 

JRapids of the MisMsippi, These are distinguished aa 
the Lower and Upper rapids. 

The LoweTy or, as frequently called, the Dea MBines^hB* 
eause opposite the month of that river, are twelve miles 
long, and formed by beds of rock. They injure the na« 
▼igatioit in low water, and sometimes entirely prevent 
the passage of large boats. 

The Upper Rapids commence at Rock Island, and ex** 
tend eignteen miles up the river. The navigation of 
these rapids is about to be improved by the general go- 
vernment for which purpose an appropriation was made 
last congress. 

Rattan* 9 Prairie is in Madison county, seven miles 
northwest from Edwardsville. It is ievel, some portions 
rather wet, and surrounded with fine firms. 

Ray*8 SetHement is on the east side of Hancock oo' 
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in five nortbt five W6tt-Hl fiee tract on Ihe walera of 
Crooked creek. 

Meadfieldt a town site in Pike county on section thirty, 
fear soath, five west. 

Rector* 8 Fork, in Gallatin county, is a branch of the 
North (brk of Saline creek. Which it enters fifteen miles 
above Equality. 

Rhoadai*8 SettUment^t in Greene county, south of th« 
Macoupin, and fifteen miles southeast of CarroUton. A 
mixture of timber and prairie. 

Richland Creek, a small stream and branch of Sanga- 
mon river. It rises in the prairies near the borders of 
Morgan county, runs a northerly course, and enters San- 
ffamon river below Spring creek. The land on its bor- 
ders is first rate. 

Richland, a tributary of the Kaskaskia, in Shelby coun« 
ty, rises on the east side of the county, runs southwest, 
and enters the Kaskaskia liver near the line of Fayette. 
A large settlement lu the southeastern part of the county. 

Richl^md, a small creek in St Clair county, that rises 
in Ogle's prairici runs south past Belleville, and unites 
with Prairie du Long creek, in the east part of Monroo 
county. The land upon its borders is proportioned into 
timber and prairie, and of excellent quality. 

Richland Crrove, on Camp creek in the eastern part of 
Mercer and western part of Henry county, is a valuable 
body of timber, iive miles long, and an average width of 
two miles. It is principally in fift^n and six north and 
one east. 

Richwooda, Three tracts of timbered land in Greene 
county are known by this name, one of which is i^so 
called Linden hUtom. 

The timbered tract north of Apple creek, and hetween 
Apple creek prairie and the Illinois bluffs, bears this 
name. 

A tract of timber lying between CarroUton and Bluff- 
dale, several miles in extent, has also received this name* 
The land is undulating, rich, well timbered, and is oocit- 
pted by a large settlement* See Linden bottom. 
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Mi4ge Prairie is sttaated in Maditon coan^, oommenc- 
ing near Bdwardsville, and extending sooth to St. Ciair 
eounty. 

It is on the dividing ridge between the waters that fall 
into the Mississippi west, and those that flow to tlie Kas- 
kaekia east. Originally this prairie extended into St. 
CHair conntj as far sooth as Belleville, bnt long since, 
. where farms have not been made, it has been intersected 
by a loxoriant growth of timber. Its sorface is gently 
vndalating, the soil rich, and is sorroonded and indented 
with many fine farms. 

Bit^ Prairie post office is at Troj[, Madison county, 
seren miles sootheast from Edwardsville, on the road to 
Carlyle. 

Muige Settlement^ in Clinton county, from three to six 
miles south of Carlyle, is a large settlement and in a 
good tract ol land. 

Ridge Settlement lies in Union coonty, on the road to 
Brownsville, and extends into Jackson coonty. It is a 
high, hilly, timbered tract of good land, well watered, 
ftfl^ has from one hundred to one hundred and fifty fami- 

JUverJPreeinet is the settlement which extends along 
the Wabash river opposite Vincennes, in Lawrence county. 
It is a rich bottom, heavily timbered, and contains^ sixty 
_4>r seventy families. 

Jhbimon'e Creek rises in the northwestern part of Shel- 
by county runs a south course, and enters the Kaskaskta 
river near Shelbyville. The country on its borders is 
proportioned into timber and prairie, and has a large set« 
Uement. 

Bockeeier^ a town site in Sanffsmon county, at the junc- 
tion of the North and South forks of the Sangamon river, 
]ten miles east of Springfield, on the principal road to De- 
catur. It has a steam and other mills, and twenty-five 
or thirty families, and a post office. 

Hoek Creek rises in Adams county, in one north, seven 
west, rops west, and enters the sooth prong of Bear creek. 
The Uuid is timber and praine, and exoellenu 
24* 
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jRodt Credt,9L braneh of the MadLtaaii, in Ttsewell 
000 Qty. 

Bock Creek, in Sangamon county, rises near Clary's 
grove, runs north and enters the Sangamon rirer, a few 
miles below Richland creek. The laiul adjoining is ex- 
cellent. 

Hockfordi a town site in Winnebago county at the ra^ 
pids of Rock river in township forty-foor north, and on 
the stage road from Chicago to Galena. Here is im- 
mense power for hydraulic purposes, and mills are erect- 

JRotk Island is in the Mississippi, three miles above the 
mouth of Rock river. It is three miles long, and from 
one half to one mile wide, with lime stone rock for its 
base. Fort Armstrong is on its south end. On two sides 
the roek is twenty feet perpendicular above the rtver, and 
forms the foundation wall of the fort. A portion of the 
island is cultivated. 

Hock Island City is laid out on a magnificent scale, at 
the junction and in the forks between Rock river and the 
Mississippi. In connection a compauy'has been chartered 
to cut a canal from the Mississippi, near the head of Uie 
npper rapids, across to Roek river, b^ which it is said, an 
immense hydraulic power will be gained. The town site 
as surveyed, extends over a large area and includes 
Stephenson the seat of justice. 

Bock Fort, a town site in Pike eoonty, on the Snyeartee 
Slough, and where it strikes the bluff and high grounds. 
Here the Atlas mills are in operation for sawing and manu- 
facturing flour on an extensive scale. A charter has been 
granted and a company formed to open a steamboat canal 
from the Snyeartee to the Mississippi rivers, at a point 
three miles above Rockport, where the Snyeartee ap- 
proaches within half a mile of the Mississippi, and 
thus furnish steamboat navigation direct to the town. 

Bock Biver a large, navigable stream in the northern 

E' art of the sute, that enters the Mississippi three miles 
elow Rock Island. ^ Its principal head is in a region of 
lakes and swamps, towards Fox river of Green Bay, its 



,y Google 



OF ILUMOIS. 988 

•oaiM sootb, tad tfaea sonlkwesterly. AnoUier feetd is 
Catfish, a ttream in Wisconsin territory, that contieets 
together the ^^Ibtsr lakea,^^ the head waters of which 
coauneDoe in a swamp a few miles aoath of fort Winne- 
bago. The country towards the head of Rock rirer ia 
miKle up alternately of swamps and quag mires, ridges, 
of sand and shrubby oaks, with tracts of rich, dry, uap 
dulatia^ land. The Terrt Trembiant^ or trembling land* 
is in this region, so called from the shaking of tlu9 sur- 
face while passinff over it. The militia of llhnoisBuflreied 
much in passing their horses through this country in 1833 
while pursuing the army of Black Hawk. 

After Rock rirer enters the state of Illinois it receives 
the Peek-a-ton-o-kee, and several smaller streams, from 
the right; and. from the left. Turtle river, Sycamore, Gfesa 
river and several smaller streams. 

Much of the country through which it passes iii Illinois i« 
prairie. About the mouths of Turtle river and Sycamore 
creek are large bodies of timber. It generally passes alonff 
a channel of lime and sand stone rock, and has severM 
rapids of some extent that injure the navigation at low 
water. The first are three or four miles above iu mouth* 
The second are twelve or fifteen miles below Dixon's 
forry. The next are below the Peek-a-ton-o*kee. 

The country generally along Rock river to the boundary 
line is beautifully undulating, the soil rich, and the tim- 
ber deficient. This, however, will not prevent it from be- 
coming an extensive agricultural region. 

Boek Spring is situated in St. Clair county, on the Yin- 
eennes and St. Louis stage road, eighteen miles east of 
the latter place, and eight and a half miles northeast of 
Belleville. It is an elevated, and a healthy, and pleasant 
situation, in a tract of barrens, selected by the author of 
this work as a permanent residence in 1820. Its name is 
derived from a series of springs that issue from ledges of 
roek a few rods from the public road. Here is a post office, 
and daily mail. 

Boekwellf a town site on the north side of the Illinois 



,y Google 



tM4 AcuucKmnut 

riT^MriAoipethfr mouth of LMo YemiliMi iiTms ob ibm 
liM of the caim}. 

jRod^tV OroiAp, called also Tutrkej^ fork^ a biaqeli of 
Crooked oreek, ia MeDooovgh coooty. [See Vmtt?^ 

BoiUnU Prmne^ in Fraaklio cooaty, north of Frankfort, 
ia six miles lonf aod fbur railee-wide. Hie landta level 
mmi good, the settlement smalK 

- JZmw^, a town laid oflf on section ire, ten north, nine east 
en the west side of Peoria lake^ in Peoria eonnty. Here 
Ike lake is one mile wide. Population about 160« 

Bound Orove is a smaU tract of timber described by its 
name in Warren Oounty, in ten north, three west. 

MoundPrakit^ in the northeastern part <^ Schuyler coun- 
ty, on Wiliiams*s creek twenty miles from Roshyille. It is 
a rich, dry, undulating prairie, four miles ia diameter, and 
•nrroonded with timb(Br. 

Mound Prairie^ in Wabash county, tweWe miles norths 
east from Mount Carmel, fbormtlesin diameter, very iiMrtile« 
and has eighteen or twenty fine farms on it. 

JRound Prairie^ in Bond county, six miles west of 
north from Greenville, is from one to two miles in dia^ 
meter. It is undulating and rich, surrounded with a 
large body of good timber, and has a considerable se^ 
tlemen4# - 

Bimud PrmrUt in Perry county, on the east side of 
Beaucoupw eight or nine miles ifom PinckneyviUe. It is 
one mile wide, and from one to two milea long, and has a 
good settlement. 

Mound Prairit^ the forks of Sugar cieek and the aoath 
fork of Sangamon river, in Saagamoa coonty, a fine tnct of 
oouotry, seven miles sontheast of S^^^eid. 

Mu$h Creeks a smdl stream in Jo Daviess coonty, that 
rises between Plum and Apple rivers, runs a aouthweslerm 
course, and enters the Mississippi six or eight miles below 
^pple river. The first six miles from the mouth is low* 
wet, bottom land; above are alternate bottoms and pre* 
eipitous bluffs. At the head is a fine fiurming country, 
with considerable timber. 



,y Google 



OV ILUHOIf • Mft 

Rtohvilli, tbe SMt of juitiee for 8ohiiyI«r county, is 
•itaated in the conlral ptrt of tbe coanty, tt the south end 
of a beautiful prairie, on section thirty, two north, one 
west, ten miles from the Illinois river at the nearest point, 
and twelve from Beardstown. 

It has eigbt or ten stores, various mechanics and pro- 
fessional men, Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopalian and 
Campbellite churches, and 1000 inhabitants. A Obarter 
for a railroad to the Illinois river opposite fieardstown has 
been granted. 

The court house is of brick, two stories, and tbe people 
have erected a brick school houses Good building stone 
and plenty of coal are found in the vicinity. 

The settlements around Roshville are large, and the vil- 
lage itself exhibits a C|utetnes8 and neatness in its ezp 
ternal appearance that is pleasing to the traveller. 

Ru98tlCa Orove, in McDononsh county, north of westfroaa 
Macomb, is a fine tract of timbered land surrounded with 
rich prairie, and a considerable settlement. 

Eu»$ehilU, a town site and post office on the Wabash 
river in the northeaat corner of Lawrence county. 

Sadoru$, a small grrove and settlement at the head tim-. 
ber of tbe Kaskaskia, on the road from Springfield to 
Danville. 

Salbm, the seatof jnstice for Marion county, is situated 
on the eastern border of the grand prairie, on the Yincennes 
and St. Lonis stage road, on section eleven, two norths 
range two east of the third principal meridian. It is a 
pleasant village of about thirty families. 

SaUne^ a navigable stream in Gallatin county, that enters 
the Ohio river twelve miles below Shawneetown, on sec- 
tion five, eleven south, ten east. It is made by three prin* 
cipal branches dietinguinhed as the Norths Souths and 
Middle forkt^ which unite near Equality. 

The North fork rises near McLeansboro' in Hamilton 
eounty, aad runs a southerly course. 

The SofUh fork rises on the borders of Johnson acd 
Franklin counties, takes an easterly course, and unites 
with tbe North fork. ^ 
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Tlie MUkUefatk fiset on the east etde of Fnoiktiii eoiiii- 
tfi takes a southeasterly course, and unites with the Sooth 
fork a few miles above Equality. 

Saline ereek is naTigabie for steamboats to Eqnality, 
fourteen milos. 

SaUthurwj a Tillage just commenced in the bolder of the 
timber of Richland creek, ten miles northwest from Spring- 
feld, in Sangamon county. 

Soli Oeek, in Effingham eounty, fiire miles east of E w- 
ington, and on the west side of the Fourteen Mile prai* 
rie. it %k larffe enough fo# a mill stream, and enters the 
Little WabaM rirer ten or twelve milee below Ewing* 
ton. V 

( SaU Creek rises in the prairies north of Du Page, reus 
aft easterly eeurse and enters the Des Plaines near the 
Chicago road>. The timber ie good and the prairie \s,u4 
dby, andalatidg, and rich soil. 

The secernent contains fifteen or twenty families; the 
land is tolerably good, and the surface rolling. 

Sak Crtek Settlement^ on the north ^ideof Macon coun- 
ty, twenty miles fvom Decaitur, of about one hundred fa- 
milies. The land is good, with plenty of prairie. 

Sait Creek post office is in the the aboye settlement. 

Salt Prairie^ in Calhoun county, lying between the 
klufis and Sillt Prairie slough. 

It is a dry, rioli prairie, six miles long, and half a mile 
wide, densely settled with about sixty families. Fine 
springs break out from the foot of the blufie, and a large 
saline rises at the head of the prairie, which fumiBhes 
abundant salt water for stock. 

Sak Prairie Slouch, a small arm of the Mississippi, in 
Calhoun bounty, six miles long, near the foot of which is 
Oilead. It is nayigable for^mall boats, and affords an 
excellent harbor.^ 

Sangamon lUver, a prominent branch of the Illinois, It 
rises in Champaign county, in the mosteterated region of 
liiat portion of tl^ slate, and near the head waters of the 
two Vermilions and the K^kaskia rirers. It waters 
Sangamon and Macon counties, and parts s€ TaaewelJ, 
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McLean, Montgomery, Shelby, and Ckamj>aigrB cooaties. 
lu gelier^l eonrse U northweeterly. Besides a number 
of smaller streams, noticed in their alphabetical order, as 
Clary's, Rock,' Richland, Prairie, Spring, Lick, Sugar* 
Horse, and Brush creeks, on the south side^ and Crane» 
Cantriirs, Fancy, Wolf creeks, and other^treams on the 
north side, its three principal heads are Sadt creek, North 
fork, and South fork. 

Salt creek rides in McLean county, twenty-two northf 
ranges four and fire east, and runs a westerly course 
through the northwest corner of Macon into Sangamov 
county, where, after receiving Kickapoo and Sugar creekSt 
and several smaller ones, it enters the Sangamon river in 
the northwest part of township nineteen north, range six 
wesL Its two principal heads are called tlie North fork 
of Salt creek, and Lake fork of Salt creek. 

North fork, which may be regarded as the main stream, 
lises in Champaign county, near the heads of the Ver* 
milion river of the Illinois, the Vermilion of the Wabasht 
and the Kaskaski-df in twenty-four north, seven east, jn a 
•mall lake. It runs southwesterly through Macon, tbea 
south, then west into Sangamon county, where it receivef 
South fork and Salt creek. 

The South fork of Sangamon rises by several branches, 
in the northwestern part of Shelby, and the northeasterly 
part of Montgomery counties, runs a southeastern course, 
and forms a junction with the North fork in sixteen north* 
four west, seven miles east from Springfield. 

Sangamon river and its branohes^ flow through one of 
the richest and most delightful portions pf the Great West 
Complaints are made of the extent of the prairies* but this 
offers no serious inconvenience for the presei^. These 
prairies for many years wUl afford range for thouaands q( 
cattle. The general aspc^ct of the oountry on the Sanga- 
mon is level, yet it is sufficiently undulating to permit th# 
water to escape to the creeks. It will eoon ooostitate 
one of the richest agricultural districts in the Unil#4 
States, the soil bein|r of such a nature that immenseeiops 
can be raised with little agricultural labor. 

Digitized by Google 



288 A OAZBTTEE^ 

The Sangamon is nayigrable for steamboats of the small- 
er class to the jonetion of the North and South forks, and, 
with a little labor in clearincr oot the drift wood, each prin- 
cipal fork may be navigated with flat boats for a long dis- 
tance* In the spring of 1833 a steamboat of the larger 
class arrived within five miles of Springfield, and dis- 
charged its cargo. At a small expense in clearing out the 
logs, and cutting the stoopinfir trees, this river would be 
navigable for steamboats half the year. "^ From a bend 
near the month of Clary's creek, fifty miles above the 
mouth of the Sangamon, the waters find a channel through 
the low grounds and sloughs to the vicinity of Beards- 
town, so that keel-boats can pass in this direction into the 
Sangamon. It is thought that with small expense, a com-, 
munication might be opened in this direction. The im- 
provement of the navigation of this river by slackwater, 
the connection with Beardstown by a canal, and the open- 
in jr a navigable water communication across the state by 
this route have already been suggested. 

Sangamon, a villag[e and post office on the lef^ bank of 
Sangamon river, 7 miles northwest from Springfield, h 
has a steam saw and flour mill and 10 or 12 families. 

Sand Creek is a small stream in Shelby county, ten 
miles northeast of Shelby ville, and enters the Kaskaskia 
tiver. 

Sand Creek SeMemmi^ in Shelby county, eight miles 
northeast of Shelby ville. The land is good, and the set- 
tlement large. 

Smdift a small mill stream that rises on the west side of 
La Salle county, rtms southwest, and enters the Illinois 
in Putnam county. 

Sandy Creek post office is in Lsr Salle county, on sec- 
tion ten, township thirty north, one west. 

Sandy, a small mill stream in Morgan county. It rises 
near the South fork of the Mauvaiseterre, runs a southwest- 
erly course past Winchester, and enters the Illinois river 
above Apple Creek. 

Sandy f an insignificant stream, and branch of Cash 
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river, iu Alexander eooaty. Ttm Itad near it ie rettiof 
enrface and ratber tlnn eoiL 

Sand Pmirity a prairie of eoese extent, and a tettleneBC 
of eighty or a handred families, in Tasewell county, four 
miles south of Pekin. A rieh sandy soii. 

Sau'ga'nas-kee Swamp^ is a sloughed tract of inundated 
Isnd iu Cook county, ahout twenty miles southwest of 
Chicago. " After perforating through a few feet of mud; 
Ibe base is found to be lime stone. The«anal commis* 
atonere mve authorised to cause a snrve? of thia route from 
the Illinois and Michigan canal to the Calumet, for a lata* 
ral canal. 

Sattk village, in Rock Island county, was three miles abore 
Rock river, and four miles east of Rock island. Thia 
was formerly the cbief villaire of thb Sauk nation. Here 
were Indian ields fenced with pokes, bark cabins, plats of 
blue grass pasture, and a large body of rich prairie land. 

The white settlement hece is large,, with fine farms. 

Savanna, a town and post office on the Mississippi, 
i» Jhi DsYiess county, above the mouth of Plum creek, and 
a point for the central rail road from the mouth of Ohie 
to Galena. 

ScaHef of Cmth. This name ia given by the people of 
Johnaoa comity to a auccteesion of ponds in which Casb 
river ** aeaittrs*^ itself. They are in township thirteea 
«o«thy two east. 

Seminary ThwnMp, a settlement in the sonthweat 
corner of Fayette county, being live north and one west of 
the third principal meridian. It u a townsbi^^f land, 
tbirty-eix miles square, granted by congress to IHiuoia 
for purposes of education. - It has since been relinquish- 
ed to the general government, and in place thereof, aa 
•qual quantity is to be aelected from unsold lands within 
ibe state. The Kaskaskia river croeaes its sovtbeaatem 
part, and the Hurricane fork runa through it near tta wea- 
lem boundary. 

It is proportioned into timber and prairie, contains moell 
good land, and about thirty-five familiea. 

Senatekwimf a stream in Peoria county, rises in thirteen 
25 
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north, eigkt eMt, and rani a deTiovs ooorte, nearly pmr* 
allel with the Illinois, which it eaters in section eighteen^ 
eleven north, nine east, twenty miles above Peoria. 

There is much good land, both timbered and prairie, 
on this creek, and a settlement of twenty or tliirty fami- 
lies. 

It derives its name from a well known Indian chief 
who formerly resided at its month. 

Senex^ a post office in McT:«ean county, fifieen miles 
east of Bloemington, on section twenty-seven, township 
twenty-three north, fbur east* 

Seven MiU Creek, in Ogle county, rises near the Buffalo 
grove, runs an east course, and enters Rock river six 
miles above Dixon's ferry. The country for twenty or 
thirty miles above Dixon's ferry is generally prairie, inter- 
•persed with small groves of three or four hundred acres 
each, gently undulaiingr, soil dry and very rich. From 
thence on the road to Galena the surface is hilly and bro- 
ken. 

Seven Mile Prairie, in White county, seven miles weet 
of Carmi, contains a large and flourishing settlement and 
post office. 

Sexton^e Credk, a small atream in Alexander eounty, 
ranning westward, and emptying into the Mississippi a 
abort distance below Cape Girardeau. 

The bottom land is rich, but the upland near it is roll- 
iDg and rather thin soil. This by mistake is called Sea- 
ton's creek, on some maps. 

Ska n^^ 'e Store, a post office and settlement, in Ran- 
d(Jph eounty, eitfbteen miles northeast of Kaskaskia, on 
the road to Vandalia. Here is a town site called Colnia- 
btts. 

Shawneetoum is the principal commercial town in the 
•ontliern part of the state. It is situated on the Ohio river, 
about ten miles below the month of the Wabash, in seo- 
tion six, of township ten south, in range ten east of the 
third principal meridian, in latitude thirty-seren degreea 
fortv minutes north. 

The bank of the Ohio at this place has a gradual aa- 



,y Google 



07 ILLINOIS. 391 

cent, Kat is subfeet to inmidation at the extreme floods.^ 
Between the town and the bluffs ttie sarface is still lew^ 
er, and more freqaently sabmerged. Thongh no conside- 
rable sickness has prevailed in this town for some years 
past, it cannot but be regarded as less healthy than the 
more elevated portions of the state. 
. Considerable commercial business is transacted at this 
piace, both in the wholesale and retarl line. It has eight 
or ten stores, several groceries^ two public houses, and 
six or seven hundred inhabitants. 

The land office for the district is in Shawneetown. A 
printing office is here which publishes a weekly paper 
ealled the *^ Illinois Adoertuer.'*^ There is also a banir 
here which was chartered by the territorial legislature, and 
which has lately recommeneed doing business, after a 
suspension of several years. 

8BBLBTV1LLB, the sest of justics for Shelby county^ 
is situated on the wes\ bank of the Kaskaskia river, om 
elevated and timbered land, on section seven, eleven north, 
four east. It has six stores — three groceries — a brick 
court house,* forty feet square, two stories, with a cupola 
— and forty-five' or fifty families. The country around it 
is excellent land, a mixture of timber ^nd prairie, and the 
settlements are extensive. There is a large sulphur spring 
in the town. 

Shiloh^ a settlement in St. Clair county, six miles north- 
east from Belleville. Here is a Methodist meeting hodse 
and camp ground. 

Shipley^ a Prairie^ a small prairie in Wayne county, five 
miles southeast of Fairfield, and has fifteen or twenty 
families. 

Shoal Creeks a fine stream that rises in Montgomery 
eounty, runs southwesterly through Bond and Clinton, 
and enters the Kaskaskia river in section six, one south, 
four west. It is formed by the union of the East, West, 
and Middle forks, and might be made navigable for small 
eraft to a considerable distance. Its branches are Beaver, 
East, and West forks. The timber on its banks isof ¥»• 
rious kinds, and from two to six miles in width, with prai- 
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ties between each fork. The soil is seeoiid rate, and the 
•arface itfeoine places is rolling, in others level. 

Shoal Creek Bridge and post office, in Clinton coontj, 
on the Vincennes and St. Louis road, mne miles west of 
Carlyle. 

Shoal Creek Prairie^ an extensive prairie Iving to ih« 
west of Shoal creek, in Clinton, Bond, and Montgomery 
eoanties. Its average width is eight miles. It is sKghU 
ly rolling, and contains much good land/ 

Shoal Creek Settlement^ in Clinton eoanty, twelve miles 
aouthwest from Carlyle. 

iSftoeAEoAson, a post office in Warren county, on section 
twelve, township eight north, range six east, and on 
the road from Commerce to Monmouth. 

ShorU^a Settlement^ in Mercer eonnty, between Edwards 
river and the Mississippi, and seven miles above New 
Boston* Timber and prairie interspersed; rich, dry land, 
and uneven. 

Shook*a Settlement, in the American bottom, in Monroe 
county. The land aronnd is rich pre trie. 

Shueif^e Settlement is in the eastern part of Adams coun- 
ty, near the heads of Bear and McKee's creeks, and the 
land is less rolling than 6ther portions of the same county. 

Sthfon Grove, a settlement and post office in Cass coun- 
ty, sixteen miles south-southwest from Beardstown. It 
is at the head of Job's creek, and both the timber and 
prairie are excellent land. 

Sidney, a town site in Champaign county, on Salt Fork 
of the vermilion river, on the south side of section nine, 
township eighteen north, range ten west, on the northern 
cross rail road from Springfield by Decatur to Danville. 

Siker Creek rises in the northern part of Madison coun- 
ty, runs south into Su Clair, and enters the Kaskaskia in 
section twenty-eight, two south, seven west. It is about 
fifty miles in length, has several branches, and passes 
through a fertile and well populated country, diversified 
with timber and prairie. Its name was given from the 
supposed existence of Silver mines, not far from Rock 
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Spring, where the early French expl<^rs made eontide- 
yable excavations. 

Sinsinaway^ a stream in the northwest corner of the 
•tate. It rises in the prairies of Wisconsin territory, rum 
a southwest course, and enters the Mississippi six miles 
aboYe Fever river, and nearly west from Galena. 

Timber scattering, some cedar and a few pines. 

Sitgretwe'i Sdikmeaty in Clinton county, twelve miles 
south of Carlyle. 

8ix^9 Prairie lies in the southern part of Schuyler 
county, seventeen miles west of sooth from Rashville, 
and seventeen miles northwest from Naples. It is a rich* 
undulatin^t dry tract, ten miles long, and three miles 
broad, and surrounded with excellent timber. The set- 
tlement commenced in 1829, and now contains seventy- 
five or eighty families. The post ofiiee is called Mount 
Sterling. 

Six Mile is the name of a creek, and a settlement, in 
Pike county. The creek heads in the interior and enters 
Snycartee near the county line of Calhoun. The settle- 
ment on.it is large. 

Six Mile Prairie, in the American bottom, sonth western 
part of Madison county-— o rich tract of alluvion, with 
fine farms, and surrounded with a heavy body of timber 
—rather unhealthy. 

Six 3file Prairie, in Perry county, nine miles southwest 
of Pinckneyville, is nine miles long and six miles wide. 
It is level, tolerably good soil, and settled along its 
eastern border. 

Skillet JFhrk, a large branch of the LiUle Wabash. It 
rises in the prairies east of Vandalia, and running a 
southern course, enters that river in the northern part 
of White county. Its banks are subject to inundation. 
The land adjoining it is fertile, but too level for conveni- 
ence. 

Skillet Fork Settlement^ in the northeast corner of Ha- 
milton county. 

Skillet Forkf a settlement in White eoanty, six miles 
26» 
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noftheaat of Carmi, in a timbered region, betweea the 
Skillet fork and Little Wabash. 

Slab Point, a point of tinnber and a small stream in 
the border of Montgomery county, a few miles west of 
•oath from Macoopin point, on the road from Spriogfiekl 
toEdwardsville. 

Smtdl Pox Eiver, in Jo Daviess county, rises southeaRt 
of Galena, runs west, and enters the Mississippi at the 
mouth of Fever river, in an acute angle with that stream. 
It is fifteen miles long, the county on its borders very 
broken, has some fertile and level bottom land, and coo- 
siderable timber towards its mouth. 

Smallsburgj a town site with mills, etc., on the Em- 
barras, six miles below Lawrenceville. 

SmaWs Settlement, in St. Clair county, six miles south- 
west from Belleville. The land chiefly timbered and 
barrens. 

SnUth^B Lake, in the Illinois bottom, Morgan county. 
It is below Meredosia, and unites with the river. 

Smith'*8 Settlement is near Shoal creek timber in Bond 
county, four miles south of Greenville. 

Smooth Prairie is in Madison county, in the forks of 
"Wood river, eight miles east from Alton. It is three 
miles long and about two wide, level and rather wet. 

Snake Creek, a branch of Indian creek, in Morgan 
county. 

Snycartee, (in French, ChenaH^ecarie, said to mean the 
«*cat off," or ^* lost channel,") an arm of the Mississippi, 
in Pike county, commonly called a " slough," in the dia- 
lect of the country. It is a running water at all stages 
of the river, and for several months furnishes steamboat 
navigation to Atlas. It leaves the Mississippi in section 
nineteen, three south, eight west, in Adams county, enters 
it again in Calhoun county, section seven, eight south, 
four west, and runs from one to five miles from the main 
river. It is about fifty miles in length. The land on the 
island is of first rate alluvion, proportioned into timber 
and prairie, bnt subject to annua] inondations. 
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SrUder^i Settkmmt is on the south side of Maeon 
coanty. 

Somonauk Creek rises in Kane county, runs a sontbern 
course, and enters Fox river in La Salle county. It is a 
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in -diameter, adjoining the Illinoid riTer, in the n^per part 
of Tazewell county. In front it opens to the river, tha 
waters of whiph enter and fill it at flood Stage. When 
low, they retire and leare the basin dry, excepting a 
stream made by a number of springs which burst forth froni 
the sand ridge on three pides of it. On this ridge are 
signs of an old settlement or fortification, A short dis- 
tance below is the mouth of Blue creek, over which is m 
bridge t)f earth. Below this is a mound, forty-five yards 
' in circumference at the base, and twenty feet in height. 
It is said to have been opened, and human skeletons found 
twenty feet from the top. 

Spring Creek enters Sangamon river four miles from 
Springfield. The country bordering is rather level, veiy 
rich and densely poiwriated. The timber is from two to 
five miles wide, and of excellenrquality. 

Spring Creek, m Putnam county, enters the Illinois 
four miles belowthe Little Vermilion. 

Spring Creek, a branch of the Iroquois river, in Iroqnois 
county, excellent timber, and level, rich prairie. 

SpRiifGriELD one of the largest towns in Illinois,, and 
the seat of justice of Sangamon county. It is situated 
on the border of a beautiful prairie on the south side of 
the timber of Spring creek, on Sections twenty-seven and 
thirty-four, in township sixteen north, in range five west 
of the third principal meridian. This town was laid off 
in February, 1822, before the lands in this region were 
sold. At the land sales of November, 1823, the tract on 
which the older portion of the town is located, was pur- 
chased and duly recorded as a town. It their contamed 
about thirty families, living in small log cabins. The 
surface is rather too level for a large town, into which it 
is destined to grow; hut it is a dry and healthy location. 

Springfield has nineteen dry goods stores, one whofe- 
sale and six retail' groceries, four public houses, four drag 
stores, one book stojre, two clothing stores, eleven law- 
yers, eigliteen physicians including steam doctors, one 
foundry for castings, four carding machines, mechanici 
and trades of vafio«is descriptions, and two printing offices 
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from which areassaed weekly the ^^lUintM BepuhUeann^ 
and the ^^ Sttngomon Joumai.** The public building are 
a court bouse, jail, a market house, and houses ot wor- 
ship for two Presbyterian churches, one Methodist, one 
Baptist Reformer, one Episcopalian, and one Baptist so- 
ciety, ealeh of which hare ministers, and respectable con* 
gregrations. 

The first house built in Sprin^eld was erected fifteen 
years since. The town has increased more than half 
within the last three years. It has excellent schools for 
both sexes, and an academy. By a recent act of the * 
l^islature Springfield is to be the permanent seat of go- 
Ternment after 1840, and an appropriation has been made 
of {^50,000 and commissioners appointed to build a state 
house. 

Spring Island Qrovey in Sangamon county, from four* 
teen to twenty miles west of Springfield, on the road to 
Jacksonville. It lies at the head of Spring creek, and 
is an excellent timbered tract, surrounded with rich prai- 
rie, from six to ten miles long, and from two to three 
miles wide, and has a flourishing settlement. Many ex- 
cellent springs are tbund in this tract of country. 

Spring Oivve post ofilce, in Warren county, seren miles 
Borth of Monmouth. 

Spring Point, in Jasper eonnty, on the national road. 

Squaw Prairie, in Boone county, lies between the Bea- 
rer and Piskasau creeks. It is round, rich, level, and 
contains about ten sections of land. 

Starved Rock, near the foot of the rapids, and on the 
right bank of the Illijiois, is a perpendicular mass of lime 
and sand stone washed by the current at its base, and ele- 
rated 150 feet. The diameter of its surface is about 100 
feet, with a slope extending to the adjoining bluff from 
which alone it is accessible. 

Tradition says that after the Illinois Indians had killed 
Pontiac, the French gorernor at Detroit, the northern 
Indians made war upon them. A hand of the Illinois, in 
attemptiag to escape, took shelter on this rdck, which 
they soon made inaceetsible to their enemies, and where 
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they were dosely Vesiegedr They bad . teeired prori* 
tiont, hat their only resource for water was by ledtin^ 
down veeeele with bark ropes to the river. The wily 
beeiegfers contrived to eome in canoes onder the rock vod 
ont off their buckets, by which means the nnfortanate 
Illinois were stacyed to death. Many yeara after, their 
bones were whitening on this summit. 

Steam Pointy a point of timber, running into the prairi« 
that adjoins Brulette's creek, in £dgar county. 

Steet^a MiU^ a post office and settlement in Randolph 
^ county sixteen miles east of Kaskaskia, on the Shawnee- 
town road. The soil is of a-middling<{tfality. 

Steven's Creek rises in Macon county, and enters the 
North fork of Sangamon three miles below Deoatur. 

Stephenson, the seat of justice of Rock Island eoenty, 
is situated en the Mississippi opposite the lower end of 
Rock Island. It has twenty or thirty families and is in- 
ereasing. 

Stillman^s Hun^ in Ogle county, formerly calle^ Mud 
Creek, a small stream that runs northwest and enters Rock 
rtver a few miles below ICishwaukee, where, on the 14th 
of May, 1833, a battalion of militia, consisttng of aboat 
S75 men, under the command of Major Isaiah Stillman, 
of Fulton county, were attacked, defeated, and eleven 
men killed, by a portion of the Indian army under the 
celebrated Black Hawk. 

Stinking Greek, see Beaver creek. 

St. MarUm, a town site in Ogle county, at Buffaloe 
grove. 

St, Manfs River rises in Perry county, and enters the 
Mississippi six miles below the mouth of ihe Kaskaskia. 

St. Mary*s, « town and post office on the west side of 
crooked creek in Schuyler couuty, in four north, five 
west, on the mail route from Rushville to Oanhage. It 
commenced in 1838, and has two stores, one grocery, and 
a dozen families. 

Stokes's Settlement^ in the eastern part of Union county, 
near the head, and on the south side of Cash river, con- 
Uifls one hnndredf amilies. The surface of the 4«Bd is 
rolling, and the soil good. 
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Shne*8 SUilememt is fifteen miles below Quineyt in 
three soetb, seven west. 

Stoufs Grove, a settlement in MeLean connty, on the 
Mftckinsu, in twenty-fonr and twenty-fife north, one west^ 
and twelve miles northwest of Bloomington. The north 
part is a large and heavily timbered bottom, principally 
oak, with some barrens. The soath part is first rate 
timbered land. 

Slrawn's SettUment, in Patnam county, about twenty 
miles below Hennepin, was commenced in 1831. 

String Prairie, in Greene couuty, lies between Ma* 
eoupin and Apple creeks, commencing four miles west 
•f Carrollton,andextendinj^ fifteen miles east,'and from half 
a mile to three miles in width. It is a rich, level tract, 
and much of it in a state of cultivation. 

String Town, on the Embarras, in Lawrence coiiBty, 
sixteen miles north of Lawrenceville, has 106 families. 

Stubbi^/Uid*8 Branch is a trifling stream tliat rises in 
the northern part of Bond county, runs southwest, and 
enters the East fork of Shoal creek, two miles above 
Green ville« A considerable settlement is near it. 

Sugar Credt, in Sangamon county, rises in the prairiea 
towards the southwestern part of the county, wliere its 
waters interlock with the heads of the Macoupin and Ap- 
ple creeks, runs a northeasterly course, and enters the 
Sangamon river a short disunce below tho forks. Its 
main branch is Lick creek. The land is good, surface 
father level, and the timber of various kinds, from one 
to two miles in width. The settlements are large, and 
extend from the mouth to the head of the timber. 

The lands situated between Lick and Sugar creeks, are 
said to be of a superior quality for grazing, etc 

Sugar Creek, in the northeastern part of Schuyler coun- 
ty. It rises in the southeast corner of McDonoogh county, 
takes a southeastern course, near the boundary line of 
Fulten« and enters the Illinois above Beardstown, on sec- 
tion four, two north, one east. A large body of excellent 
timber lies on this stream* Red and yellow ochre arii 
ficMiDd in its banks. 
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Swar Cttik^ a sma)! stceaEii that riaat ia tba tataiior 
of Eagar coanty, takes an eastern ooarae and paaaet 
tlMrough a eorner of Indiaoa into the Wabaab. 

Sugtar Creek, a amaH stream in Clark eoonty, that paaaea 
near Palestine and enters tho Wabash. 

Sugmr Creeks in Iroquois county, a. bfanch of the lr#- 

Jaois rirar. There is eonaiderable timber along ita bor* 
era. 

Smgmr Creek^ a small stream rising in township four 
north, in range five west of tha third principal maridiaii, 
and runotng a southerly course through the eastern bor- 
ders of Madison inteClinton county, enters the Kaskaakia 
near the base line, in five west. It passes through a fina 
Goantry of land. 

Sugar Creekf in McLean county, rises in twenty-four 
norlh, two east, and runs through Blooming grove in a 
southwestern direction. It is a good mill stream, baa firm 
banka, and gravelly bottom. It passes serosa the soath- 
aaat partef TaxewaM into Sangamon county, and enters 
Salt creek ia toamship twenty aortli, range ^we west. It 
waters a rich body of land, and has an extensive line ef 
settlements. 

Sugmr Creek Settiement^ w the southeastera part ef 
Taiewell county, on Sugar eieek. It haaeeveaty or fl^b^ - 
ftmiilies, and ia inereaaing. 

Sugar Gro9e^ in the nortii part of Sangamon eeaaty, 
twenty miles north of Springfield, It is a fine tract of 
timber surrounded with fertile prairie, about three miles 
le«fir,and one mite wide, with a respectable settleateat. 

Sugar GniM, in Putnam county, in fifteen north, sis 
east; a baairtifol grove of timber with good prairie and 
barrens around it. 

Sugar River ^ in Winnebago county. It riaea in the 
Wieeonsin territory, ra na aooth across tba bouadary lias 
about eleven miles wast of Rock river, and entera the 
Peek.a*ton>K>-kee. The eoontry between it and Rock 
nver is rather swampy, with ridgea of bar oak timber. 
AUng ita oeurse the laod and timber are good. 

Sugar Tree Grove, in Henry county, north of fidwavds 
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liver, !n fifteen north, three east Timber, yarlons; prai- 
rie, undulatinor and rich. 

Summit^ a town site in Cook connty, at the *' Point of 
Oaks,'* nil the canal, thirteen miles from Ohioago. 

SwttCs Prairie is in the south part of Morgan conntyv 
three miles west of Manchester. It is level and wet. 

SwetCf Prairie is in Madison eoanty, four miles north* 
east from Edwardsvitle. 

SfwfgarVs SeUkment^ in St. Cliiir eounty, is under th^ 
blnffs seven miles east of St. Louis. 

Swinnington'a PoinU a settlement in Morgan county. 

Swanwiek^e Creek rises near Che Grand Uote, and enters 
Beaueoup creek, in Perry county. 

Sycamore Creek rises in the prairies near Fox river, ani 
enters Rock river, thirty^five miles above Dixon's i^ry. 
It is fifty yards wide at ha mouth. The Indian nam^e is 
Kish-wau-kee, 

Table Grove is a beautiful and elevated tract of 160 or 
200 acres of timber, on the west side of Fulton county, 
and has a delightfiti prospect. 

T\imarawa^ a town site on the right bank of the Kas- 
kaskia river, and near the line of St. Clair 'and Monroe 
counties, and at the lower end of the Twelve Mile prairie. 
It is an elevated and pleasant situation. 

Tarapin Ridse^ a settlement four miles north of Lebe- 
nor, in St. CIsir county. 

Tayhr'e Creek rises in Macoupin county, and enters 
-Macoupin creek, in Greene county. 

T^eurmeeh^ a town site on the Great Wabash river, in 
White county, at the Little Chain, (rapids,) oh high 
ground, and well situated for business. It is on fractiomd 
section thirty-one, township six sooth, eleven east. 

TegardenU Mill, on Taylor's creek, in Greene county. 

Tm Mile Creek rises in the Great prairie near Putnam 
county, runs through a broken but well .timbered country, 
•and enters Peoria lake five miles above Peoria. 

Ten Mile Creeks in Hamilton county, is a branch of 
Muddy river, and runs through an undulating tract* Here 
is a settlement of forty or fifty families. 
26 
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7%om CrtA rises in three forks in the nenrtbeast part of 
Will county, runs north and enters the Calumet in Cook 
eoaaty. 

Tmmtijn^ a town site on Thorn ereek, near the soath- 
eastern part of Cook county. 

Thru Mile Prairie^ in Washington county, has an un- 
dalatinff surface. It is eight miles south of Nashville. 

TinSered Settlement includes the northeast quarter of 
Wahash county, and is ten miles from Mount Carmel. 
it contains sixty or seventy families. The timber is ex- 
cellent. 

7bm'« Pratrte, in Wayne county, is six miles northeast 
of Fairfield, on Elm river, and has twenty or {wenty-five 
families. The soil is second rate. 

ToUerCs Prairie^ in Fulton county, seven miles north- 
west of Lewistown, is from one to three miles wide and 
ten long. It is good land and has a large settlement. 

Town Fork is a branch of Troublesome creek, in Mc- 
Donough county. 

Tremont, the seat of justice for Tazewell county, is 
situated in a delightful prairie, between Pleasant grove 
and Mackinau, on section eighteen, township twenty-four 
north, three west, and was laid off by a company in the 
spring of 1835. It now contains six stores, four groceries, 
two taverns, |wo lawyers, two physicians, two ministers, 
one apothecary's shop, sixty-eight buildings, and about 
three-hundred inhabitants. The religious denominations 
are Baptists, Presbyterians, Methodists, Episcopalians, 
and Unitarians, all of whom, at present, i^orship in one 
house. It is contemplated to erect one or more houses of 
worship this year. It lies in the heart of a beautiful conn- 
try of prairie and timber. 

Trmity is on the Ohio six miles above its junction with 
the Mississippi, and at the mouth of Cash river, en sec- 
tions one and two, seventeen south, one west. Steamboats 
from the Ohio and Mississippi rivers exchange cargoes 
here, repair, etc. It has one tavern and one store, and is 
inundated six feet at extreme high water. 
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TVoublesome Creek^ a braDch of Crooked creek, in 
McDoiiough county. 

Troi/i a town site in Madison coanty, seven miles south- 
east from Edwardsville. 

Trot/ Grove is in La Salle county, at the head of Little 
Vermilion, twelve miles above its month, through whidh 
the stage road passes from Ottawa to Dizonville and Ga* 
lena. 

Turkey Creek enters the Illinois river, in Morgan coun- 
ty, between Walnut and Sandy creeks. 

Turkey Hill, in St. Clair county, four miles southeast 
of BelleviDe, the oldest American settlement in the coun- 
ty was commenced by William Scott, Samuel Shook, and 
Franklin Jarvis, in 1798. It is now populous. Formerly 
this name was used to designate a large tract. 

Tumey^a Prairie, in Wayne county, eight miles south 
of Fairfield, is from one to two miles in extent. The soil 
18 good, and the settlement contains about twenty-five 
fiamilies. 

Turtle River rises in Wisconsin territory, and enters 
Rock river, forty rods below the boundary line. 

Twelve Mile Grove is between the Kankakee and Hick- 
ory creek, in Cook cotfnty, and contains 600 acres. 

Twehe Mile Prairie, in Effingham county, west of the 
Little Wabash, is level, and in many places wet. It ex- 
tends through Effingham and Clay counties. The nation- 
al road crosses it in the former, and the Vincennes in the 
latter county. 

Twelve Mile Prairie, in St. Clair county, is moderately 
undulating, and good soil. Indian name Tau'tnar-waut* 

TwiieheWa Mil, a post office on Big creek, Pope county. 

Tyrer^s Creek, a branch of the Mississippi, in Adams 
county, rises in two south, eight west. 

Union Prairie, in the southeast part of Clark county, 
is five miles long and three broad. The settlement is large. 

Union Prairie, in Schuyler county, four miles west of 
Rushville. 

Union, a post office in Champaign county, twenty miles 
west of Danville. 
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Union Chvve^ ki St. Clair eoiirUy« is on tb^ bord«m of 
Looking Glass prairie and on the east side of Silver creek* 
The land is exceUenty and the settlement extensive* It 
is sometimes called Padfield^s StttkmeuU 

Unity, the seat of justice of Alexander eeanty, recently 
located y ii\ the eorners of townships fifteen and sixteen 
south, in rasfnea one and two west of the third principal 
meridian. It is on the east side of Cash river. 

JJpper AUm^ 4 delightfully situated town, on elevated 
ffround, two and a half miles back from the river and east 
Srom 4]tony on section seven, township five north, range 
nine west. The siluatioa of the town is high add healthy 
The country around was originally timbered laad, aAd is 
undulating; the prevailing growth eousists of oaks of va* 
rious species, hickory, walnut, etc. 

There are eight stores, five groceries, twe lawyers, five 
physicians, mechanics of various descriptions, a steam 
saw and flour mill, and about 300 families, or 1500 inhab- 
itants. The Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians, 
each have booses of worship. The Baptist and Pres- 
byterian houses are handsome stone edifices, with spiresi 
bells, &c. and provided with ministers. There are seven 
or eight ministers of the gospel, residents of this plaee* 
some of whom are connected with the college and the 
Tiieological seminary;— others are agents for some of the 
public benevolent institutions, whose families reside here. 

Good morals, religious privileges, the advantages for 
education in the college, and in three respectable com- 
mon schools, with an intelligent and agreeable society 
make this town a desirable residence. 

Upper Alton was laid off by the proprietor in 1816, and 
in 1821, it contained fifty or sixty families. In 1827, it 
had dwindled down to a few from seversl causes. But 
since the commencement of Alton, the flouiishing mer- 
cantile town on the river, it has experienced a rapid growth 
and will doubtless continue to advance, proportionate to 
the progress of the town and country around. 

upper Maekinau Seiilemmts^ a string of settlements 
towards the head of the Maekinau, in McLean coantj. 
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Bbont fourteen miles north of Bloomington* The timber 
is divided into several groves, and is about twenty-four 
miles in lenjpfth from east to west, and from one to three 
miles in width. The old Kickapoo and Pattowatomie 
towns were on the north side of this timber, where the 
blue ^rass grows in wild luxuriance. Here are over 100 
families, and the land is excellent. 

Urbanna, the seat of justice for Champaign county, 
named by the last legislature. 

Ursa^ a post office in Bear creek settlement, Adams 
county, on section eighteen, township one north, eight west 
and ten miles north of Quincy. 

UiiccL, a town Rite in Fulton county, two and a half 
miles from the Illinois river, on Copperas creek. It has 
one steam mill, one store, one distillery and ten or twelve 
families. 

Utiea^ a town site and post office on the north side of 
the Illinois river at the Lower rapids, on the eanal line, 
and 10 miles below Ottawa, on section seventeen, town- 
ship thirty-three north, two east. It is four miles 
from the termination of the canal, and has two or three 
stores, and families. 

Valentine's Settlement is in Bond county, on the west 
side of Shoal creek. The land is good. 

VandewtrUer^t Settlement is on the Illinois river, in the 
south part pf Schuyler county, twenty miles from Rush- 
ville. 

Vandra Settlement^ in Utiion county, on a branch of 
Clear creek. The land is rolling. 

Van Suren^ a town site on the Mississippi in Whiteside 
county, 42 miles above Rock Island, and 50 miles below 
Galena. It has two steam saw mills, a post office, (name 
unknown) and ten or twelve houses building. 

Van Buren^ a post office in Big Grove, in Champaign 
county, four miles north of Urbanna. 

Vane^B Settlement^ in McDonough county, is in five 
north, two and three west, six or eight miles southwest, 
from Macomb, and on the waters of Crooked creek. The 
land is excellent. 

26* 
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VANDALIA is the present sfeat of goTernmeiit for the 
state, the seat of justice for Fayette coonty, and was 
laid out in 1818, by commissioners appointed for that 
purpose, under the aathority of the state. It is situated 
on the west bank of the Kaskaskia river, on sections 
eight, nine, sixteen and seventeen, of township six north, 
in range one east of the third principal meridian* The 
site is hi^h, undulating, and was originally a timbered 
tract. The streets cross at right angles and are eighty 
feet in width. The public square is on elevated ground. 
The public buildings arsy a state house of brick asd suf- 
ficiently commodious for legislative purposes, unfinished, 
a neat framed house of worship for the Presbyterian 
society, with a cupola and bell, a framei meeting house 
for the Methodist society, another small public building 
open for all denominations, and for schools, and other 
public purposes. 

There are in the town two printing offices that issue 
weekly papers, the " State Rt^er^^ and the •* Free 
/*r«M,'*— four taverns, eight stores, two groceries, one 
clothing store, two schools, four lawyers, four physicians 
one steam and one water saw mill, one minister of the 
gospel, and about 850 inhabitants. 

Near the river the country generally is heavily timbered, 
but a few miles back are extensive prairies. The '^national 
road" has been permanently located and partially eoa- 
Btructed to this place. 

Vermilion Biver, of the Wabash, rises in the great 
prairies of Champaign and Iroquois counties and enters 
the Wabash in the state of Indiana. Its branches are. 
North, Middle and Salt forks. 

North fork, rises in Iroquois county, and unites with the 
main stream below Danville. 

Salt fork rises in Champaign county, near the head of 
the Sangamon river, runs a south course till it enters 
township etgrhteen north, in range ten east, when it 
makes a sudden bend and runs north of east to Danville. 
The Salt works are on this stream, six miles above Dan* 
ville. 
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Middhfark rises in the prairie, ^ty miles norUivettef 
Danville, and enters Salt fork. 

The timber on these forks is from one to two miles wide 
and of a good quality. The adjoining prairies are dry, 
undulating and rich. 

Vermilion {LiitU) rises in the south part of Yermilion 
county, and enters the Wabash river in Indiana. It is a 
mill stream, with a gravelly and rocky bottom, and has a 
fine body of timber on its banks. - Large and flourishing 
settlements have been made on both sides ef the timber 
to its head. 

Vermilion River of the Illinois, rises in Livingston 
eoanty, through which it passes Into La Salle county, and 
enters the Illinois near the foot of the rapids. Towards 
its head the surface is tolerably level, with a rich soil, 
large prairies, and but small quantities of timber. To- 
wards the Illinois its bluflfs become abrupt, often 100 feet 
high, with rocky banks and frequent rapids and falls. It 
is an excellent mill stream, about fifty yards wide, and 
runs through extensive beds of bituminous coal. ItsbloIBi 
contain immense quarries of lime, sand and some free stone 
excellent for grind stones. The timber upon its banks 
are oaks of various kinds, walnut, ash, sugar maple, 
hickory, etc 

VermilionviUc, a town site and post office north of the 
Vermilion river in La Salle county, on section nine, town- 
ship thirty-two north, two east. It is a pleasant situation, a 
thriving village, and surrounded with an excellent country. 

Near it on &e Vermilion river, is Lowell a manufacturing 
town in embryo, with abundance of water power. Great 
quantities of bituminous coal exist in this vicinity. 

Ver$aiUe9 a village of twelve or fifteen families on the 
west side of McLean county, 20 miles northwest of 
Bloomington. 

Vienna, the county seat of Johnson county, coatains 
twenty-five or thirty families, and three stores. It is situ- 
ated on the east fork of Cash river, in sections five and 
^NX, thirteen south, three easU The main road firom Gol- 
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conda to Jonesboro,* and Jackson, Mo., pasaeethroogh this 
place. It is in latitude 37 deg. 25 minutes north. 

ViUage Frairiey in Edwards county, two miles north of 
Albion, about three miles wide. A small stream called 
*» The Village'^ runs through it to the little Wabash. 

Vincennes Boad passes from Vincennes to St. Louis, 
through Lawrence, Clay, Marion, Clinton, and St. Clair 
counties, 154 miles. A daily mail in post coaches passes 
this road. 

Vinegar J5R//, in Jo Daviess county, six miles north of 
Galena, is a prairie country, and contains one of the richest 
lead mines in this region. 

Virginia Settlement^ in McHenry county on the west side 
of Fox river, seven miles from it. It is on the old Indiao 
trail from Chicago to the Wisconsin. The prairie and 
timber about equally interspersed, surface rolling, soil a 
black sandy loam and very rich. 

Wabash Chrove^ in the east part of Shelby county, is on 
one of the heads of the Little Wabash. The timber and 
prairie are excellent and the settlement is large. 

Wabash Pointy in the southwestern part of Coles county 
is the principal head pf the Little Wabash. The timber 
and adjoining prairie are good, and the settlement is large. 

Wabansie, a tributary of Fox river in Kane county. It 
rises in a large spring, runs southwest, and enters Fox 
river, 8 miles below the Big Woods. It is a fine mill 
stream. 

Waii^s Settlement, is in Bond county, nine miles west 
of Greenville and on the west side of Shoal creek. The 
prairie is good, and the timber abundant. 

Wakefield's Settlement, in the south part of Shelby 
county, is a fertile tract well timbered. The settlement 
is large. 

Walker's Chrove, a post office in McDonough county, 
seven miles south of Macomb. 

Walnut Cretk, in Morgan county, enters the Illinois 
above Plum creek. 

Walnut Creek heads in the northwestern part of Taxe- 
well county, and enters the Mackinau in section sixteen, 
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twenty-five north, one west It has a free cnrrent, gra- 
velly bottom, and runs throagh rich land. 

Walnut^, a branch o^ Beauooup creek« in Perry ooonty^ 

WalntU Chrove^ a rich tract on Walnut creek, in Ta%&- 
well county, about one mile wide and nine long. 

Walnut CrrovCf a settlement in the southwest corner of 
Edgar county. 

Walnut Hill Prairie^ on the line betweeii Jefferson and 
Marion counties. Some parts are tolerably good, others 
rather flat and wet. It is four miles long, and three broa4 
and contains seventy^five families. 

Walnut Hill f^o%i oflice is in the southwest corner of 
Marion county, on the road from Oarlyle to Mount Ver* 
non. 

Walnut Prairie^ in Clark county, near the Wabash, 
ahout five miles long and two> broad. It is tolerably levelf 
bas a rich sandy soil, and a fine settlement. 

Walnut Point post oflSce, is in Adams county, on sec- 
tion thirty -two, township one north, six west, eighteen 
miles northeast from Quincy. 

Walker's Grove^ on the Du Page, in Will county, forty 
Biiles from Chicago, is a beautiUil tract surrounded by a 
rich prairie and a Targe settlement. It is about three mile« 
long and one wide. 

Wapelo, a town site at the falls of Apple river, in Jo 
Paviess county. Here are a saw and grist mill, several 
families, stores, etc. 

WarcTs Settlement is the oldest in Macon county, and is 
eight miles south of Decatur. 

Warrenton^ a town site in Cook county on the west fork 
of the Du Page, four miles above Napierville. 

Warstiw is an important commercial position, on the 
Mississippi river, at the foot of the Des Moines rapids, 
16 miles west-southwest from Cartliaffe. It has a steam 
mill, several stores, and 200 or 300 inhabitant^, and is to 
be the termination of the railroad from Peoria. It is near 
the site of old Fort Edwards. 

Washington^ a new village in the western part of Ful- 
ton county, twenty miles from Lewistown. 
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WaakingUm, a town site and handsome village in Taze** 
well county, 00 section twenty-three, township twenty-six 
north, three west, and 14 miles north of Tremont. It is situ- 
ated on the south side of Holland^s grove, on the horder of 
a delightful prairie, and contains & stores, 2 groceries, 4 
'physicians, various mechanics, a steam saw mill, and 
about 300 inhabitants. The post office is HoilancTs Grove* 

WtulUngtcn Grove is rn the interior of Ogle county, and 
contains two or three sections of timber, surrounded with 
an excellent rolling prairie. 

Watbrloo, the seat of justice for Monroe county, is 
situated on high ground, in township two south, ten west. 
It has a court house of brick, two stores, two taverns, and 
about twenty families. 

WaiVi Settlement^ in Crawford county, is sixteen miles 
west from Palestine, and has about twenty families. 

WaynesviUe^ a town in the southwest comer of McLean 
county, on the road from Springfield to Bloomington, and 
on the south side of. the timber of Kickapoo creek. It 
has 6 stores, 2 groceries, 2 physicians, a Methodist and a 
Presbyterian society, a good school, and a charter for a 
Seminary of learning. It has a fine body of timber on 
the north, and a rich, undulating and beautiful prairie 
south. Populatiou in the village about 150. 

WehVs Prairie^ and settlement, in Franklin county, fif- 
teen miles east of north from Frankfort. The land is good. 

Wee(r8 Settlement is on a branch of the Vermilion in 
Livingston county. Here is fine, rolling, rich prairie, 
lime and free stone, coal, and will probably be the loca- 
tion of the coui.ty seat. 

Webster ^ a town site in the northwest corner of Livings 
ston county on section ten, township thirty north, three east, 
on the south side of the Vermilion river, surrounded with 
great bodies of lime and free stone, coal, and extensive 
tracts of rich, undulating prairie. 

JVeigle^s Settlement, in Adams tsounty, has 600 or 700 
industrious Germans, of the society of Dunkards, and is 
watered by the West fork of McKee's creek. 
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West Fork of Kaskashia River rises in Ktcon coantj, in 
township sixteen north, four east, and enters the main 
stream, ten -miles above Shelbyville. The land on its 
borders, in general, is excellent, and the timber good. 

West FoNc of Muddy Settlement^ in the northwestern 
part of Jefferson county, is a well timbered tract. 

West Fork of Shoal Creek rises in the north part of 
Montgomery county, in nine north, three west, runs south, 
and forms the main creek. The average width of the 
timber is two miles. 

West Crrove is a body of timber on Pine creek in Ogle 
county. 

West^s Settlement^ in Johnson county, on the east side 
of Cash river, is a fine, fertile tract, and has thirty fami- 
lies. 

Wet Crrove, is a small body of timber in Ogle county 
near the head of Kite creek. 

Whitaker^s Creek, in Greene county, a branch of Apple 
creek on the south side. 

White Hall, a village and post office in Greene county, 
10 miles above Carrollton, on the road to Jacksonville. 
It has 9 stores, 2 groceries, 2 taverns, 3 physicians, one 
school, and an incorporation for a Seminary, a steam mill 
in the vicinity, framed houses of worship for Methodists 
and Baptists, and 600 inhabitants. 

Whitley^ s Point is the head of Whitley's creek, in 
Shelby county, east of the Kaskaskia river, and fifteen 
miles northeast from Shelbyville. The timber and prairie 
are good. 

Whitley^s Settlement, on Whitley's creek, Shelby coun- 
ty, fifteen miles northeast from Shelbyville is a mixture 
of timber and prairie. 

W7iite Oak Chrove, in Henry county, is a fine body of 
timber. Adjoining it is Andover settlement. 

Whiteside^s Settlement, in Pope county, is twelve miles 
west of Golconda on Big Bay creek and the state road, 
and has 100 families. 

Whiteside's Station, in Monroe county, five miles north 
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of Wateiloo, is ooe of tbe oldest American settlements 
in Iflinois. 

fViggins*s Ferry, on the Mississippi opposite St. Loois 
and the property adjoining, are owned by a company. 
Here are two good steamboats, a pnblic iioase, livery 
stable, store, and post office. 

1Vllcoxen*8 Settlement , in Pal ton county— good soil. 

WilUams^a Creek rises in Hancock and enters Crooked 
creek in Schuyler county. 

WilUa^e Settlement^ in Putnam county, ^ve miles east of 
Hennepin, was begun in 1827, in a rich tract of land. 

WiUon^B Crrove is a beautiful eminence, one mile west 
of Jacksonville, and now called College Hill. The lUi* 
nois college stands on its eastern slope. 

fVineheatern in Morgan county, sixteen miles southwest 
of Jacksonville, on-section twenty-nine, township fourteen 
north, in ran?e twelve west of the third principal meri- 
dian, was laid off in 1831, on elevated ground, and is a 
thriving village, increasing rapidly, has several stores^ 
mechanics of various descriptions, and a population of 
three or four hundred. The Baptists, 1Vf ethndists and Con- 
gregatiooalists have societies here. It has excellent Hroe 
and free stone quarries in the vicinity and several mills. 

Winchester, a town site on the Kankakee, 9 miles above 
its mouth, and containing half ado^en bouses, one store, 
one tavern, two saw mills etc. 

Windsor, a town, in fifteen north, nine east on the Bureau, 
and on the stage road from Peoria by Princeton to Galena. 
It has 2 stores, 2 groceries, one tavern, one lawyer, one phy« 
sician, one minister and about 100 inhabitants. A grist and 
Saw mill are near. 

Winnebago Inlet, in Putnam county, passes through se- 
veral ponds into the Winnebago Swamp, in Ogle county. 

Winnebago Swamp is in Henry and Ogle counties, thirty 
miles long, and from one half to three miles wide. 

Wolf Creek is a branch of the Sangamon river, in Sanga- 
mon County. The land is level but well settled. 

Wolf Creek, in EfBngbam, enters the Kaskaskia river. 

Wolf Run, in Morgan county, enters Dickenion's lake. 
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WoodRiver^ in Madison county, enters the Mississippi 
nearly opposite the mouth of the Missouri. It rises in 
Macoupin and runs through a fine country. 

Woodbt^ry is a town site and post office on the national 
road, situated in Coles county, containing half a dozen 
families. 

Wood^s Prairie is a small tract of good land in Wabash 
county, ten miles from Mount Carmel. 

TVbrcester post office is in McDonough county on the 
western side. 

Workman post office in Jersey prairie Morgan county. 

Wyoming^ a town site and post office on the east side 
of Spoon river, on section two, tpwnship twelve north, six 
east, on the mail road from Hennepin to Knoxville. 

fVorley^s Creek, in Adams county, enters Bear creek. 

Yellow Banks are sand bluffs of the Mississippi, in 
Warren and Mercer counties, distinguished as Lower, 
Middle, and Upper, at the mouths of Henderson, Pope, 
and Edwards rivers — the first five miles long. They fur- 
nish convenient landings for steamboats., 

Yankee Settlement^ in the southwestern part of Cook and 
corner of Will county, a large settlement in a rich undu- 
lating prairie, between Hickory creek, and the Sanganas- 
kee. 

Yellow Creek, in Winnebago county, enters the Peek-a- 
ton-o-kee near its junction with Rock river. It rises near 
Kellogg*s Grove. 

York, a village in Clark county, on the Wabash, con- 
tains one steam saw and flouring mill, four stores, and 
about 300 inhabitants. Its exports amount to £40,000. 
27 
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TABLE I. 



A Table exhibiting the Name of each County^ Date of Formm- 
tion, number of Square Milee^ Population acetfrding to the 
State census of 1 835, {excepting certainneto countiee, marked 
thus *, of which the estimate is given^) and^ Seat of Justice, 



COUNTIES. 


DATE. 


oquare 
Miles. 


Population 
1835. . 


■BATS OF JU8TICB. 


Adams, 


1835 


810 


7,042 


Quincy 


Alexander, 


1819 


375 


2,050 


Unity 


Bond, 


1817 


360 


3,580 


Greenville 


Boone,* 


1837 


500 


600 


Not established 


Cass,* 


1837 


256 


6,500 


Beardstown 


Calhoun, 


1825 


260 


1,091 


Guilford 


Champaign,* 


1833 


1008 


1,250 


Urban na 


Clark, 


1819 


500 


3y413 


Darwin 


Clay, 


1824 


620 


1,648 


Maysville 


Clinton, 


1824 


504 


2,648 


Carlylo 


Coles, 


1830 


1248 


5,125 


Charleston 


Cook, 


1831 


1330 


7,500 


Chicago 


Crawford, 


1816 


426 


3,540 


Palestine 


Edgar, 


1823 


648 


6,668 


Paris 


Edwards, 


1814 


183 


2,006 


Albion 


Effingham, 


isai 


486 


1,055 


Ewington 


Fayette, 


1821 


720 


3,638 


Vandalia 


Franklin, 


1818 


864 


5,551 


Frankfort 


Fulton, 


1825 


874 


5,917 


Lewistown 
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COUNTIES. 


DATE. 


k^quare 
Miles. 


fopulatiOD 
1JB35. 


SBAT8 OP JD8TICB. 


Gallatin, 


1812 


760 


8^660 


Equality 


Greene, 


1831 


912 


12,974 


Carrol Iton 


Hamilton, 


1821 


432 


2,877 


McLeansboro* 


Hancock, 


1825 


775 


3,249 


Carthagd 


Henry,* 


1825 


840 


600 


Not established 


Iroauois,* 
Jackson, 


1833 


1428 


1,800 


Not established 


1816 


576 


2,783 


Brownsville 


Jasper,* 
Jeflferson, 


1831 


508 


375 


Newton 


1819 


576 


3,350 


Mount Yei^oQ 


Jo DaTiess,* 


1827 


794 


4,350 


Galena 


Johnson, 


1812 


486 


2,166 


Vienna 


Kane,* 


1836 


1297 


1,500 


Not established 


Knox, 


1825 


792 


1,600 


Kuoxville 


La Salle, 


1831 


1864 


4,754 


Ottawa 


Livingston,* 


1837 


1040 


750 


Not established 


Lawrence, 


1821 


560 


4,450 


Lawrenceville 


Macon, 


1829 


1404 


3,022 


Decatur 


Madison, 


1813 


750 


9,ai6 


Edwardsville 


Macoupin, 


1829 


864 


5,554 


Carlinville 


Marion, 


1823 


576 


2,844 


Salem 


McDonoagh, 


1825 


576 


2,883 


Macomb * 


McHenry,* 


1836 


960 


1,100 


Not established 


McLean, 


1830 


1675 


5,311 


Bloomington 


Mercer,* 


1825 


550 


800 


New Boston 


Monroe, 


1816 


360 


2,660 


Waterloo 


Montgomery, 


1821 


960 


3,740 


Hillsboro* 


Morgan, 


1823 


918 


16,500 


Jacksonville 


Ogle, 


1836 


1440 


1,200 


Not established 


Peoria,* 


1825 


648 


4,500 


Peoria 


Perry, 


1827 


446 


2,201 


Pinckneyville 


Pike, 


1821 


800 


6,037 


Pittsfield 


Pope, 


1816 


• 576 


3,756 


Goleonda 


Putnam, 


1825 


1340 


4,021 


Hennepin 


Randolph, 


1795 


540 


5,695 


Kaskadtia 
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TABLE I. CONTINUED. 



COUiNTlBS. 


DATE. 


Square 
Miles. 


Population 
1835. 


SBA.Tfl OF JU8T1CB. 


Rock Islandr* 


1831 


400 


860 


Stephenson 


Sangamon, 


1831 


1234 


17,573 


Springfield 


Schuyler, 


1825 


864 


6,361 


Rushville 


Shelby, 


1827 


1080 


4,848 


Shelbyville 


St. Clair, 


1795 


1030 


9,055 


Belleville 


Stephensou, 


1837 


560 


400 


Not established 


Tazewell, 


1827 


1130 


5,850 


Tremont 


Union, 


1818 


396 


4,156 


Jonesboro' 


Vermilion, 


1826 


1000 


8,103 


Danville 


Wabash, 


1824 


180 


3,010 


Moiint Carmel 


Warren, 


1825 


900 


2,623 


Monmouth 


Washington, 


1818 


656 


3,292 


Nashville 


Wayne, 


1819 


720 


2,939 


Fairfield 


White, 


1815 


516 


6,489 


Carmi 


Whiteside,* 


1836 


770 


360 


Not established 


WUI,* 


1836 


1228 


3,500 


Juliet 


Winnebago,* 


1836 


504 


1,000 


Not established. 



The present population of Illinois (April, 1837) may 
be estimated at 375,000. 
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TABLE II. 

A Tabk of the PubHe Officere in IllinoU, hotkStmte ^nd Nb- 
titmal, Aprils 1837. 



GOVERNMENT OF THE STATE. 

His Excellency Joseph Duncan, Governor; term of 
vervke expires December, 1838; residence, Jacksonville. 

_- .11 Lieutenant Governor, vacant. Hon. 

William Davidson, Speaker of the Senate, and ex officio 
lieutenant governor tiU December, 1838. 

Alexander P. Field, Esq., Secretary of Slate. 

Levi Davis, Esq., Auditor of Public Accounts. 

John D. Whitesido, Esq., Treasurer. 

U. p. Linder, Esq., Attorney-General. 



UNITED STATES COURT— For the DUtriU of lUinoU. 

ITAMSS. OFnCES. BBSISSITCS. 8U.ABT. 

Nathaniel Pope, Judge, Kaskaskia, |^,000 

David J. Baker, U. S. Attorney, do 200, fees 

Harry Wilton, Marshall, Carlyle, 200, fees 

— — , Clerk, fees, etc. 

This court is held at Yandalia, the fourth Monday in 
May, and the first Monday in December, annually. 
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U. S. LAND OFFICERS IN ILLINOIS. 



DISTRICTS. 



KSGIS^BS. 



KECEITSB8. 



Kaskaskia, 


Miles Hodgkiss, 


Edward Humphries. 


Shawneetown^ 


James C. Sloo, 


John Caldwell. 


Ed wards ville, 


Alex. M. Jenkins, 


S. H. Thompson. 


Vandalia, 


Chas. Prentice, 


William Linn. 


Palestine, 


Joseph Kitchell, 


Guy W. Smiths 


Quincy, 


Samuel Leech, 


Thomas Carlin. 


Danville, 


J. C. Alexander, 


Samuel McRobcrts. 


Springfield, 


S. A. Douglass, 


John Taylor. 


Chicago, 


James Whitlock, 


E. D. Taylor. 


Galena, 


James M. Strode, 


John Demint. 


MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 




SENATORS. 




VAXES. 


RBSIBSirCB. 


TBBM BXP1EB8. 


John M. Robinson, Carmi, 


March 3d, 1841 


Richard M. Young, Quincy, 


March 3d, 1843 



Represeniativeg elect to the Twenty-Fifth Congrest; tJieir term 
commenced March 4, 1837. 



SISTKICTS.. 

First District^ 
Second District^ 
Third District^ 



Adam W. Snyder, 
Yadock Casey, 
Wm. L. May, 



BESIDEirCE. 

Belleville. 
Mount YernoR. 
Springfield. 
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No. III. 
SUGGESTIONS TO EMIGRANTS. 



Canal, Steam-Boat and Stage Rontet.— Other Modes of Trarel 
— ^Expenses — Rpadsj Distances, Sco. &c. 

1. Persons in moderate circa instances, or who would 
save time and expense, need not make a visit to the West, 
to ascertain particulars previous to removal. A few gene- 
ral facts, easily collected from a hundred sources, will 
enable persons to decide the great question, whether they 
will emigrate to the Valley. By the same means, emi- 
grants may determine to what State, and to what part of 
that State, their course shall be directed. There are many 
things that a person of plain, common sense will take for 
granted without inquiry, — such as facilities for obtaining 
all the necessaries of life, the readiness with which proper- 
ty of any deseription may be obtained for a fair value, and 
especially farms and wilg land, that they can live where 
hundreds of thousands of others of similar habits and feel- 
ings live; and above all, they should take it for granted, 
that there are difficulties to be encountered in every coun- 
try, and in all business; — thaf these difficulties can be 
surmounted with reasonable effort, patience and perseve- 
rance, and that in every country, people sicken and die. 

2. Having decided to what State and part of the State, 
an emigrant will remove, let him then conclude to take as 
little furniture and other luggage as he can do with, espe- 
cially if he comes by public conveyances. Those who 
reside within convenient distance of a sea port, would find 
il both safe and economical to ship by New Orleans, in 
boxes, such articles as are not wanted on the road, especi- 
ally if they steer for the navigable waters of the Mistis- 
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sippi. Bted and otbar elotiiin^, books, ins., packed in 
boxes, like fnerchaois' goods, will go much safer and 
cheaper by New Orleans, than by any of the inland ronies. 
I have received more than one hundred packages and box- 
es from eastern ports, by .that route, within twenty years, 
and never lost one. Boxes should be marked to the 
owner or his agent at the river port where destined, and to 
the charge of some forwarding house in New Orleans. 
The freight and charges may be paid when the boxes are 
received. 

3. If a person designs to remove to the north part of 
Ohio and Indiana, to Chicago and vicinity, or to Michi- 
gan, or Green Bay, his course should be by the New 
York canal, and the lakes. The foUowtag table, show- 
ing the time of the opening of the canal at Albany and 
Buffalo, and the opening of the lake, from 1827 to 1835, 
is front a report of a committee at Buffalo to the common 
council of that city. It will be of use to those who wisk 
to take tlie northern route in ^le spring. 



"Vmmr 


Canal opt 


sued 


Canal n 


pened 


Lake Erie 0{|enefl 
at BulTalo. 


xcsr* 


at Buffalo. 


at Albany. 


1827 


April 


21 


April 


21 


April 21 


1828 


(( 


1 


u 


1 


" 1 


1829 


4( 


25 


u 


20 


May 10 


1830 


«( 


15 


(« 


20 


April 6 


1831. 


u 


16 


(« 


16 


May 8 


1833 


i( 


18 


(t 


25 


April 27 


L833 


M 


22 


u 


22 


" 23 


1834 


i« 


1^ 


(« 


17 


" 6 


1835 


(( 


15 


(( 


15 


May 8 



The same route will carry emigrants to Oleavoland, 
and by the Ohio canal, to Columbas, or to the Ohio river, 
at Portsmouth; from whence, by steamboat, direct com- 
munications will offer to any river port in the Western 
States. From Buffalo, steamboats run constantly (when 
the lake is open,) to Detroit, stopping at Erie, Ashtabula, 



,y Google 



nz 



APFBNDIX. 



GleayelaiKl, Sandosky end many other portSv fpom whence 
Btages ran to every prominent town* Transportation 
wagoos are employed in Ibrwerding goods. 



Route from Buffalo to Detroit^ Ity' water. 



Dunkirk, N. Y. 
Portland, " 
Erie, Pa. 
Ashtabola, Ohio, 
Fairport, •* 



Mil6B. 

39 

18—57 

35—92 

39-^131 

32—163 



Cleaveland, Ohio, 
Sandneky, *" 
Amherstbor^, U. C. 
Detroit, Midi., 



Miles. 
30—193 
54—247 
52—299 
18—317 



From Detroit to Chicago^ lUinoU. 



Milef 
St Clair ri>er, Miclu, 40 



Palmer, 
Fort Gratiot, 
White Rock, 
Thunder Island, 
Middle Island, 
Presqne Iste, 



17-57 
14—71 
40—111 
70—181 
25—206 
65—271 



Mackinaw, 
Isle Brule, 
Fort Howard, Wis- 
consin Ter., 
Milwaukee, W. T. 
Chicago, 111., 



Miles. 
58-329 
75—404 

100—504 

310—814 

90—904 



From Cleaveland to Portsmouth via the Ohio Canal. 



Miles. 

Cuyahoga aqueduct, 22 

Old Portage, 12—34 

Akron, 4 — 38 

New Portage, 5 — 43 

Clinton, 11—54 

Massillon, 11—65 

Bethelehcm, 6—71 

Bolivar, 8—79 

Zoar, 3—82 

Dover, 7—89 

New Philadelphia, 4—93 

Newcomers'town, 22^115 

Cof^octon, 17—132 



Irville, 
Newark, 
Hebron, 

Licking Summit, 
Lancaster Canaan, 
Columbus, side cut, 
Bloomfield, 
Circleville, 
Chillicothe, 
Piketon, 
Lucasville, 
Portsmouth, (Ohio 
river.) 



Miles. 
26—158 
13—171 
10—181 

5—186 
11—197 
18-215 

8—223 

9—232 
23—255 
25—280 
14—294 

J8— 307 
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The most expeditious, pleasant and direct route for trav- 
elers to the southern parts of Ohio and Indiana; to the Illi- 
nois river, as far north as Peoria; to the Upper Mississippi 
as far as Quincy, Rock island. Galena and Prairie da 
Chien; to Missouri, and to Kentuck]^ Tennessee, Arkansas, 
Natchez and New Orleans, is one of the southern routes. 
These are, — 1. From Philadelphia \o Pittsburg, by rail- 
roads and the Pennsylvania canal; 2. By the Baltimore* 
and Ohio rail-road and stages, to Wheeling; or, 3. For 
people livinor to the south of Washington, by stage, by 
the way of Charlottesville, (Virginia,) Staunton, the Hot, 
Warm, and White-Sulphur Springs,' Lewisburg, Charles- 
ton, to Guyandotte, from whence a regular line of steam- 
boats runs three times a week to Cincinnati. Interme- 
diate routes from Washington city to Wheeling, or to 
Harper*s Ferry, to Fredericksburg, and intersect the route 
through Virginia, at Charlottesville. 

From Philadelphia to Pittsburgh hy the rail-road and canal. 



Miles. 
Columbia, on the Sus- 
quehanna river, by 
rail-road, daily, 81 

By canal packets to 



• Miles. 
Petersburg, 8—221 

Alexandria, 23 — ^244 

Frankstown and Hol- 

lidaysburg, 3. — 247 

From thencCf by raiLroad^ 

across the mountainj to 
Jobnalown 38—285 

By canaZ, to 
Blairsville, 35—320 

Saltzburg, 18—338 

Warren, 12—350 

Alleghany rivar 16 — 366 

Pittsburg, 28—394 



The Pi&iteer line, on this route, is exclusively for pas- 
sengers, and professes to reach Pittsburg in four days, 
but is sometimes behind, several hours. Pare through, 
j^lO. Passengers pay for meals. 



j^ainbridge. 


11—92 


Middletown, 


17—109 


Harrisburg, 


10—119 


Juniata river, 


15—144 


Millerstown, 


17—151 


Mifflin, 


171:168 


Lewistown, 


13-181 


Wavnesburr, 
HamiltonviUe, 


14—195 


11—206 


Huntingdon, 


7—213 
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The Chod^Inieni line is also for patseiigsers only, and 
mne in competition with the Pioneer line. 

Leech*8 line^ called the '* We$tem Traauportoiion lint,'*'* 
takes both freifht and paseengfers* The packet-boats ad- 
yertise to go through/ te Pittsbarg, in ftre days, for $7, 

Midship and steerage passengers in the transportation 
line, in six and a half days — merchandise delivered in 
eight days. Generally, howerer, there is some delay. 
Emigants most not expect to carry more than a small 
trunk or two, on the packet-lrnes. Those who take goods 
or furniture, and wish to keep with it, had better take the 
transportation lines, with ii)Ore delay. The price of meals 
on Jboard the boats is about thirty-seven and a half cents. 

In all the steam-boats on the Western waters no addi- 
tional chargreis made to cabin passenjgers for meals; — and 
the tables are nsually profusely suppHed. Strict order is 
observed, and the waiters aed officers are attentive. 

Steawhoat route from PiUshurg to ^e motUh rf t^« Ohio, . 



Milei. / 

MiddletowD, Pa. 11 

Beonomy, ** 8 — 19 

Beaver, •» 10—29 

Georgetown, " 13—42 

Stcubcnville, Ohio, 27—69 

Wellnburgh, Va^ 7—76 

Warren, Ohio, 6—82 

Wheeling, Va., 10—92 

Elizabethtown, Va., 11—103 

SistersvilJe •• 34—137 

Newport, Ohio, 27-164 

Marietta^ •* 14—178 

Parkersburg, Va., 11-^189 
Belpre and Blanner- 

hasset Island, O., 4—193 

Troy, Ohio,. 10-^203 

BeUeville, Va., 7—210 

Letart's Rapida, •• 37—247 

Point- Pleasant, •« 27—274 

GallipoliSjOhio, 4—278, 



Guyandotte, Va., 
Burlington, Ohio, 
Greensburg, Ky., 
Concord, Ohio, 



Portsmouth (Ohio ca- 



Miles. 
27—305 
10—315 
19—334 
12—346 



nal,) 
Vanceburg, Ky., 
Manchester, Ohio, 
MaysvilUt Ky., 
Charleston, •* 
Ripley, Ohio, 
Augusta, Kyn 
Neville, 
Moscow, 
Point Pleasant, 
NewJRichmond, 
Columbia, 
Fulton, 
Cincinnati, 
North Bend, 



7—353 

20-T^73 

16-389 

11—400 

4--404 

6—410 

8—418 

Ohio, 7—425 

« 7—432" 

4—436 

7—443 

16^458 

€—564 

S— 466 

15—481 
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Lawrenceburg, Ind., 
and mouth of the 
Miami, 8—489 

Aurora, Ind., 2—491 

Petersburg, Ky., 2—493 

Bellevue, •* 8—501 

Rising Sun, Ind^ 2—603 
Fredericksbujg, Ky^ 18—521 
Vevay, Ind., and 

Ghent, Ky., 11—532 

Port WiUiam, Ky., 8—540 
Madison Ind., 15 — 555 

New London, " 12—567 
« 8—575 
Ky., 7—582 
" 15—595 
" 12—609 



Bethlehem, 
Westport, 
Transylvania, 
Louisville, 
Shippingport, through 

the canal, 2J — 61 U 

New Albany, Ind., 14—613 
Salt River, Ky., 23—636 

Northampton, Ind., 18 — 654 
Xjeaven worth, ** 17 — 671 
Fredonia, " 2—673 



Milefl. 
Rome," Ind., 32—705 

Troy, »» 25—730 

Rockport, « 16—746 

Owenburg, Ky., 12—758 

EvanavilU, Ind., 36—794 
Henderson, Ky., 12—806 

Mount Vernon, Ind., 28— b34 
Carthage, Ky., 12—846 

Wabash river, " 7*-853 
Shawne^owfi^ 111., 11 — 864- 
Moutli of Saline, " 12—876 
Cave in Rock, ** 10—886 
Golconda, " 19—905 

Smithland, mouth of 
the Cumberland ri. 
ver,Ky., 10—915 

Padueakf mouth of 
the Tennessee ri- 
ver, Ky., 13-7-928 
Caledonia, 111., 31—959 
Trinity, mouth of 

Cash river. 111., 10—969 
Mouth of the Ohio 
River, 6—975 



Persons who wish to visit Indianopolis will stop at 
Madison, Indiana, and take the stage conveyance. From 
Louisville, by the way of Yineennes, to St. Louis by 
stage, every alternate day, two hundred and seventy-three 
miles, through in three days and a half. Fare, seventeen 
dollars. Stages run from Vincennes to Terre Haute and 
other towns up the Wabash river. At Evansville^ Ifldiana, 
stage lines are connected with Vincennes and Term Haute; 
and at Shawneetown twice a week to Carlyle, Illinois, 
where it intersects the line from Louisville to St. Louis. 
From Louisville ta NashYilIe by steamboats, passengers 
land at Smithland at the mouth of Cumberland river, un- 
less they embark direct for Nashville. 

In the winter^ both stage and steamboat lines are nncer- 
tain and irregular. Ice in the rivers frequently obstructs 
S8 

Digitized by Google 



386 AFPunwas. 

mivi^tion, and high waters and bad roads sometimes pre- 
vent stages from ronnihg regularly. 

Farmers who remove to the West from the Northern 
and Middle States, will find it advantageous, in many in- 
stances, to remove with their own teams and M^agons. 
These they will need on their Mrr^vai. Autuinfi, or from 
September till November, is the favorable season for this 
mode of emigration. The roads are th€A in good order, 
the weather nsually favorable, and feed plenty. People of 
all classes, from the States south of the Ohio river, remove 
with large wagons, carry and cook thfeir own provisions, 
purchase their feed by the bushel, and invariably ineamp 
out at night. 

Individnals who wish to travel through the interior of 
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, £c., will find that 
the most convenient, sure, economical and independent 
mode is on horseback. Their expenses will be frcm sev- 
enty-five cents to one dollar fifty cents per day, and they 
can always consult their own convenience and pleasure as 
to time and place. 

Stage fare is usually six cents per mile, in the West. 
Meals, at sts^e-houses, are thirty-seven and a half cents. 

Steam Boat Fare^ including Meals, 

From Pittsburg to Cincinnati, # 10 

• ** CinciniMtti to Louisville, 4 

"* Louisville to St. Louis, 12 

And frequently the same from Cincinnatti to St. Louis,*- 

varying.a little, however. 

A deck passage, as it is called, may be rated as follows: — 
From Pittsburg to Cincinnati, $ 3 

" Cincinnati to Louisville, 1 

** Louisville to St Louis, 4 

The deck for such passengrers is usuallyin the midship, 
forward of the engine, and is protected from tho weather. 
Passengers furnish their own provisions and bedding. 
They oHen take their meals at the cabin table, with the 
boat bands,^and pay twenty-five oenU a meal. ThoBBands 
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pass upland down the rivers as deck passencfers, especi- 
ally emigrating families, who hate* their beddiog, provis- 
ions and cooking utensils onr board. 

The whole expense of a single person fiotn; New Yo^k 
to St. Louis, by the way of Philadelphia and Pittsburg, 
with cabin passage on the river, will rangej between ^40 
and $ 45; — time from twelve (o fifteen days. 

Taking the transportat'fon lines on the Pennsylvanitt 
canal, and a deek passage in the steam-boat, and the e(s* 
peuses will range between jS20 and jjSSdi, supposing the 
person buys his meals at twenty-five cents, and eats twice 
a day. If he carry his own provisions, thef passage, Ate, 
will he from ^l& to $\%^ 

The foIlo<wing is from an advertisement of the Western 
I'ransportation, or Leech's line, from Philadelphia:— 





Mil9l. 


X 


Fare. 


Fare to Pittsburg, 


400 


t 6 00 


•* Cincinfialr, 


900 


a 


8 50 


« Louisville, 


U9% 


ft 


900 


« Nashville, 


1650 


13 


13 00 


•* St Louis, 


1750 


14 


13 00 


The ahove does not include meals. 




* 


Packet J)oat9 for 


CaUn Pas8enger$t (jBame line,) 




Miles. 


Daya 


Pare, 


Fare to Pittsburg, 


400 


5 


$ 7 00 


" Cincinnati, 


900 


8 


17 00 


♦* Louisvillet 


1050 


9 


19 00 


" Nashville, 


1650 


13 


27 00 


" St Louis, 


1T50 


13 


27 00 



Emigrants and travellers will find it to theiF interest 
always to be a little skeptical relative to statements of 
stage, steam and canal-boat agents; to make some allow- 
a«ee in their own oaleulations for delays, diffioulties and 
expenses^ and above all, to feel perfectly patient and in 
good humor with themselves, the officers, company* and 
the world, even if they do not move quite as rapidly, and 
fare quite as well as they desire. ' 
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EMIGRATION. 

While on this subject, we would say, for Ibe benefit of 
those who have determined on coming to the West, that 
the State of Illitioia offers every possible iriduceznent to 
emigrants. This State is advancing rapidly in population, 
and when her public works, whidi are progressing with 
all possible speed, are completed, and in successful ope- 
ration, she will be the admiration of the '* far West." 
It being by far the richest State in soil in the Union, of 
course it holds out the greatest prospect of adyantage to 
farmers. Here, too, there is plenty of room for farmers, 
there being vast quantities of first rate land lying in every 
direction uncultivated, which may be had very cheap, and 
one acre of it will produce at least three times as much 
as the same amount of land in most of the eastern States! 

If rural occupations are pleasant and profitable any 
where in our country, they must be peculiarly so in Illi- 
nois, for here the produce of the farmer springs up almost 
spontaneously, less than one-third of the labour being ne- 
cessary on the farms here that is required on the farms in 
theeast. Indeed, Illinois may with propriety be called 
the " Canaan" of America! 

Industrious mechanics, more particularly brickmakers, 
bricklayers and carpenters, are much wanted in the 
various towns in Illinois. We know of no better place 
west for a pernianent location; and we hope that some of 
those who have been so unfortunate at the east, will-oome 
on, and mend their broken fortunes in a state where enter- 
prise and industry meet with a sure reward. 
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